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UNA’S TUCKER AND FOMINA NAMED
GSC COMMISSIONER’S TROPHY WINNERS

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - The Gulf South Conference is proud to announce its male and female Commissioner’s
Trophy winners for the 2016-17 academic year.

North Alabama’s Jacob Tucker and Natasha Fomina were named the 2016-17 GSC Commissioner’s Trophy
winners at the GSC Annual Awards Banquet at the Hilton Pensacola Beach in Pensacola Beach, Florida on
Thursday, June 1.

It is the first time since 2004 that both the male and female winners come from the same school. Tucker and
Fomina are UNA’s 12" and 13™ Commissioner’s Trophy recipients. North Alabama is now tied with Delta State
for the most Commissioner’s Trophy winners in league history.

Tucker is the seventh men’s recipient from North Alabama and the fourth football player for the Lions. Tucker
pushes the number of all-time football winners to 24, which is 11 more than any other sport.

Fomina is North Alabama’s fifth woman from UNA to win the honor, with all five recipients coming from
volleyball. Fomina is the second straight volleyball player to win the award, bringing the total number of
volleyball winners to 12, the most of any female sport.

The Commissioner’s Trophy is the highest honor bestowed by the Conference and one of the most prestigious
individual honors in Division Il. The league initiated the men’s award in 1974-75 and added the women’s honor
in 1982-83. The Commissioner’s Trophies were announced at the annual GSC Awards Banquet where the
Conference also recognized its “Top Ten” recipients and All-Sports Trophy Champions (Overall: West Florida,
Men: West Florida, Women: West Florida).
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Jacob Tucker, University of North Alabama
Football | Quarterback

Senior | Linden, Tenn.

Biology | 3.39 Overall G.P.A.

Jacob Tucker’s patience paid off in 2016 as he took center stage for the University of North
Alabama squad, leading them to their fourth consecutive GSC Title and berth in the NCAA
A. DIl Title Game. Tucker is now the second straight UNA quarterback to win the most coveted

Ty BOTINLY Prize in the GSC.

The Linden, Tenn. native served as the back-up quarterback for fellow GSC Commissioner’s Trophy recipient
for four seasons, but when his number was called he kept the winning tradition going at UNA. Tucker was
named the GSC Offensive Player of the Year and he was also tabbed Regional Player of the Year by Don
Hansen and the D2CCA. He finished in third place in the Harlon Hill Trophy voting and was tabbed All-American
by D2Football.com and Don Hansen. The two-time GSC Player of the Week set the school record for Most
Touchdowns Responsible For in a season (37) and ranked second in the league in total offense (289.8).

\

Tucker completed his Biology major with a 3.39 GPA and he posted back-to-back GSC All-Academic Team
honors. He was twice named the UNA Athletic Director Scholar Athlete, earned the UNA Male Student-Athlete
of the Year and took home the UNA Lion King as the top all-around student-athlete at the university. Tucker
served as the President of the UNA SAAC and was Vice-Chair of the GSC SAAC.

Tucker served as the athletic department representative at the UNA Culture Fest and UNA “The Deal Pep
Rally.” Locally, he participated in the reading programs at the Kilby School and Harlan Elementary School, the
Florence Middle School Mentoring Program and the Lauderdale County Anti-Bullying Program.

Natasha Fomina, University of North Alabama
Volleyball | Outside Hitter

Graduate | Broomfield, Colo.

Professional Marketing | 3.90 Overall G.P.A.

Natasha Fomina’s work ethic and drive helped her serve as the team captain for the
University of the North Alabama’s two-time GSC Champion volleyball squads, and she is
now the first woman from North Alabama to claim the Commissioner’s Trophy since GSC
Hall of Famer Rachel Price claimed it in back-to-back years in 1999 and 2000.

The Broomfield, Colo. native capped an impressive career at UNA, as she was named the Conference Player of
the Year and Region Player of the Year by the D2CCA. Fomina also advanced as a Second Team All-American
by the AVCA and the D2CCA. The league’s kills leader (3.91) was also tabbed the GSC Player of the Week
twice.

Fomina’s dedication spilled over to the classroom as well, becoming a Second Team CoSIDA Academic All-
American and a First Team All-District member. The two-time GSC All-Academic member finished her
undergrad work with a 3.90 GPA in Professional Marketing and she is currently in the MBA program at UNA.
Fomina was a UNA Presidential Scholar and was named the UNA Female Athlete of the Year and the UNA Lion
Queen which is awarded to the top all-around student-athlete.

She volunteered a large amount of her free time to helping children in the Florence community, participating in
the Kilby School, Harlan Elementary and Forest Hill Elementary reading programs. She entertained community
youth on campus at the “Movie Night With the Lions” and “Kids Fun Night” events.
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COMMISSIONER'S TROPHY WINNERS (1975-2017)

One of the most prestigious awards in Division Il, and the most significant individual honor in the Gulf South Conference, the
Commissioner's Trophy is awarded annually to the student-athlete who best combines outstanding performance on the field
or court and high academic achievement in the classroom with significant community service and extracurricular activities.
The Trophy was first awarded in 1975, honoring the outstanding male student-athlete in the conference. In 1983, when the
Conference officially began conducting women’s championships, the GSC began honoring its outstanding female student-

athlete as well.

YEAR MEN (Sport) WOMEN (Sport)
1975 Mark King, TSU (Football)
1976 Billy Hood, DSU (Football)
Anthony Saway, MC (Football)
1977 Bryan Rodgers, DSU (Baseball)
1978 Andy Whitener, TSU (Track/Cross Country)
1979 Larry Myricks, MC (Track & Field)
1980 Stevie Johnson, MC (Football)
1981 Jimmy Price, MC (Football)
1982 Jimmy Clarke, MC (Football/Track & Field)
1983 Chris Burgess, DSU (Baseball) Joy Hubbard, UNA (Volleyball)
1984 Wayne Frazier, MC (Football) Molley Baker, TSU (Volleyball)
1985 Scott Butler, DSU (Football) Lisa McGhee, UWG (Basketball)
1986 Earl Conway, MC (Football) Bridgette Moore, VSU (Basketball)
1987 Van H. Savell, MC (Track/Cross Country) Bridgette Moore, VSU (Basketball)
1988 Scott Nagy, DSU (Basketball) Mary Kate Long, UTM (Basketball)
1989 Billy Klein, JSU (Baseball) Mary Kate Long, UTM (Basketball)
1990 Vesa Ponnka, UTM (Tennis) Crystal Hardy, DSU (Basketball)
1991 James Davis, UNA (Football) Dana Bright, JSU (Basketball)
1992 Brad Teague, DSU (Baseball) Amy Carroll, DSU (Basketball)
1993 Lance Reinhardt, UNG (Basketball) Kristy Holdbrooks, UNA (Volleyball/Softball)
1994 Chris Hatcher, VSU (Football) Lisa Fernandes, MC (Basketball/Softball)
1995 Chris Hatcher, VSU (Football) Masa Oreskovic, VSU (Tennis)
1996 Cody Gross, UNA (Football) Gretchen Koppersmith, UM (Volleyball)
1997 Lance Funderburk, VSU (Football) Kathy Kennedy, VSU (Basketball)
1998 David Ciesla, ATU (Baseball) Ronda Price, UNA (Volleyball)
Lonnie Edwards, UWG (Basketball)
1999 Lee Daily, HSU (Football) Rachel Price, UNA (Volleyball)
2000 Tony Cappola, UM (Baseball) Rachel Price, UNA (Volleyball)
2001 Douglas Hargett, UNA (Baseball) Bridget Pyles, ATU (Volleyball)
Paul Peletz, ATU (Football)
2002 Douglas Hargett, UNA (Baseball) Kristina Styrna, UWF (Softball)
Eddie Key, SAU (Football)
2003 Kevin Warrick, UWF (Golf) Margaret Saurin, CBU (Soccer)
2004 Bobby Beeson, SAU (Baseball) Krystal Poulin, SAU (Softball)
2005 Jonathan Hayes, ATU (Football) Stephanie Pinto, UAH (Softball)
2006 Cory Cangelosi, UCA (Football) Alyse Hasty, DSU (Softball)
2007 Scott Eyster, DSU (Football) Lindsay Nemanich, UWF (Soccer)
2008 Michael Eubanks, DSU (Football) Suzana Cavalcante, UWF (Tennis)
2009 Stephen Hill, CBU (Cross Country) Britney Wright, HSU (Volleyball)
2010 Jon Koenigsfeld, VSU (Baseball) Courtney Jones, UWF (Soccer)
2011 Trey Mitchell, UNA (Baseball) Maggie Glover, SAU (Volleyball)
2012 Micah Davis, DSU (Football) Morgan Johnson, VSU (Softball)
2013 Kevin Ducros, UWF (Tennis) Morgan Johnson, VSU (Softball)
2014 Jordan Chovanec, DSU (Baseball) Courtney Albritton, VSU (Softball)
2015 Luke Mould, UAH (Baseball) Courtney Albritton, VSU (Softball)
2016 Luke Wingo, UNA (Football) Autumn Duyn, UWF (Volleyball)
2017 Jacob Tucker, UNA (Football) Natasha Fomina, UNA (Volleyball)
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A CLOSER LOOK AT THE COMMISSIONER’S TROPHY

Consecutive/Two-Time Winners

Douglas Hargett, North Alabama (2000-01, 2001-02)
Chris Hatcher, Valdosta State (1993-94, 1994-95)

Mary Kate Long, Tennessee-Martin (1987-88, 1988-89)
Bridgett Moore, Valdosta State (1985-86, 1986-87)
Rachel Price, North Alabama (1998-99, 1999-2000)
Morgan Johnson, Valdosta State (2011-12, 2012-13
Courtney Albritton, Valdosta State (2013-2014, 2014-15)

Sport-By-Sport Breakdown

24-Football

13-Baseball

12-Volleyball

10-Women'’s Basketball

10-Softball
4-Men’s Track & Field
3-Men’s Basketball
3-Men’s Cross Country
3-Women’s Soccer
2-Men’s Tennis
2-Women'’s Tennis
1-Men’s Golf

School-By-School Breakdown
13-Delta State
13-North Alabama
12-Valdosta State
9-Mississippi College
7-West Florida
4-Arkansas Tech*
4-Southern Arkansas*
3-West Georgia
3-Tennessee-Martin*
3-Troy State*
2-Alabama Huntsville
2-Christian Brothers
2-Henderson State*
2-Montevallo*
2-Jacksonville State*
1-Central Arkansas*

*--Former members
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