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UNA SELECTED AS PRESEASON CONFERENCE FAVORITE

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - The head football coaches of the Gulf South Conference have selected North Alabama as the
preseason conference favorite. The Lions received seven first place votes and will be vying for their fifth straight GSC
Championship.

Last year’s national runner-up will have a lot of new faces on the field and will be missing a familiar face on the sideline.
Among the departures for UNA is quarterback Jacob Tucker. Tucker was the 2016 GSC Offensive Player of the Year and
finished third in Harlon Hill Trophy voting. The Lions also lose GSC Hall of Famer, and the winningest coach in league his-
tory, Bobby Wallace, who retired after last season. Chris Willis, who served as defensive coordinator at UNA last season,
will take over for the four-time defending league champions.

UNA will return dynamic receiver Dre Hall, a two-time First Team All-GSC selection and the North Alabama career leader
in touchdown receptions. The Lions’ scoring defense ranked first in the league and third in the NCAA in 2016, and they
will return two all-conference players on the stout defensive line: Eddquerion Harris and Freddie Reed.

Valdosta State finished second in the poll, garnering one first place vote. The Blazers advanced to the NCAA Playoffs for
the third straight season in 2016 and will return a lot of offensive talent. Returning quarterback Adam Robles was named
to the preseason all-conference team, as were offensive linemen Josh Adams and Brandon Kemp. VSU also returns the
2016 GSC Freshman of the Year in running back Cedric Hollingshed.

West Georgia came in third in the poll, also picking up one first place vote. The Wolves return all-purpose playmaker
Devontae Jackson, an all-conference selection in each of his first two years on campus. Jackson will have the benefit of
an offensive line that features two returning First Team All-GSC players: Quentin Stanford and Harley Vaughan. David
Dean will take over as head coach for the Wolves in 2017. Dean won the NCAA Division Il National Championship twice
(2007 and 2012) as the head coach at Valdosta State.

Just behind West Georgia is Florida Tech. The Panthers qualified for the postseason for the first time in program his-
tory last year and return several key pieces to the top scoring offense in the league. 2016 First Team All-GSC selection
Antwaun Haynes returns in the backfield, as does quarterback Mark Cato, a preseason all-conference selection. Adonis
Davis, a First Team All-GSC defensive lineman in 2016, returns to anchor last year’s top ranked rushing defense.

West Alabama ranked fifth in the preseason poll. The Tigers will have to replace all-conference quarterback Austin Gram-
mer, but a lot of the weapons from the UWA attack return for 2017. Receivers Donta Armstrong and Corey Davis are
both back this year and both ranked in the top 10 in the GSC in 2016 in receiving yards per game. Lakendric Thomas, an
all-conference selection at running back, will also return for the Tigers. Defensively, the West Alabama returns Darius El-
lis, a First Team AlI-GSC defensive lineman as just a sophomore in 2016.

One point behind UWA is Delta State. Chris Robinson will once again be in the backfield for the Statesmen, one year af-
ter tying the GSC’s single season record for touchdowns (24). Robinson also tied the record for most touchdowns scored
in a game, getting in the endzone six times in one contest.

West Florida is seventh in the poll, one year after completing its inaugural season. In 2016, West Florida had the second
best passing attack in the GSC, averaging more than 300 yards per game through the air. Ishmel Morrow is the confer-
ence’s leading returning receiver, averaging 94.4 yards receiving per game and catching eight touchdowns in 2016.

Mississippi College is picked to finish eighth and will have to deal with the loss of Marcel Newson, a First Team All-GSC
selection as both a wide receiver and return specialist in 2016. Arik Washington (TE), Chris Manning (DB), and Matthew
Turcotte (P) were all preseason all-conference selections for the Choctaws.

Shorter rounds out the poll. The Hawks lose last year’s conference leader in tackles and all-conference selection Jevaris
Jones, but return Tyler Pullum at quarterback. Pullum was a two-time GSC Freshman of the Week in 2016.
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2017 GSC FOOTBALL PRESEASON COACHES’ POLL

School

1. North Alabama (7)
2. Valdosta State (1)
3. West Georgia (1)
4, Florida Tech

5. West Alabama

6. Delta State

7. West Florida

8. Mississippi College
9. Shorter

Total Points

62
54
49
47
32
31
25
16
8

NOTES: The head coaches voted in this poll. Teams received 8 points for a first place vote, 7 for a second place vote, etc. The head
coaches were not allowed to vote for their own teams. Number of first place votes in parenthesis.

2017 PRESEASON ALL-GSC TEAM

POS
DL
DL
DL
DL
LB
LB
LB
LB
LB
DB
DB
DB
DB
DB

POS
PK
P

RS
RS
BT

NAME

Mark Cato

Adam Robles
Antwuan Haynes*
Chris Robinson*
Donta Armstrong*
Dre Hall**

Arik Washington
Devontae Jackson™*
Josh Adams
Derrick McClelland
Brandon Kemp*
Quentin Stanford*
Harley Vaughan**

NAME

Adonis Davis*
Darius Ellis*
Eddquerion Harris”®
Freddie Reed™"
Reggie Barnes
Andre Duncombe”
Chandler Ector
Terry Samuel

Malik Slater

Jo Jackson

Chris Manning
Dorsey Norris
Brandon Roe
Jakyron Young”

NAME

Jordan Bennett”
Matthew Turcotte”
Antoine Griffin
LaDarion Peterson
Wil Lovelace*”

OFFENSE
SCHOOL HT
Florida Tech 6-2
Valdosta State -
Florida Tech -
Delta State -

West Alabama
North Alabama
Mississippi College
West Georgia
Valdosta State
Delta State
Valdosta State
West Georgia
West Georgia

O)O)O)O)O)(IJ'IO)O)U'IU'IU'IO)
(N.bOﬁ\l(N\l—‘—‘SLOCXJ(N

DEFENSE
SCHOOL HT
Florida Tech 6-3
West Alabama 5-10
North Alabama 6-0
North Alabama 6-0
West Florida 6-1
West Florida 6-1
Delta State 5-10
West Alabama 6-2
Valdosta State 6-0
Florida Tech 5-9
Mississippi College 5-1
North Alabama 6-2
Valdosta State 6-1
West Georgia 5-1

SPECIAL TEAMS

SCHOOL HT
West Alabama 6-0
Mississippi College 6-3
West Florida 5-10
Delta State 5-1
North Alabama 5-1

*Indicates Previous First Team All-GSC Selection
“Indicates Previous Second Team All-GSC Selection

WT
205
215
160
193
160
190
225
170
313
300
235
325
295

WT
255
215
317
309
226
205
190
200
232
182
200
225
195
155

WT
170
210
146
195
200

YEAR
SR
JR
JR
SR
SR
SR
JR
JR
SR
SR
SO
JR
SR

YEAR
JR
JR
JR
SR
SR
SO
JR
JR
SO
SR
SR
SR
SR
JR

YEAR
JR
SR
JR
SR
SR

NOTES: The 2017 Preseason All-GSC Football Team was selected by the head coaches. Ties were not broken. Coaches were not al-
lowed to vote for their own players.

HOMETOWN
Gainesville, Fla.
Ocala, Fla.

Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Bude, Miss.
Pittsboro, Miss.
Columbia, Tenn.
York, Ala.

Marietta, Ga.
Kennesaw, Ga.
Meridian, Miss.
Stone Mountain, Ga.
Warner Robins, Ga.
Dawsonville, Ga.

HOMETOWN
Columbus, Ohio
Northport, Ala.
Courtland, Ala.
West Point, Miss.
Odessa, Fla.
Miami, Fla.
Decatur, Ga.
Brewton, Ala.
Tallahassee, Fla.
Aldie, Va.
Section, Ala.
Honolulu, Hawaii
Douglas, Ga.
Ocilla, Ga.

HOMETOWN
Tallahassee, Fla.
Philadelphia, Miss.
Tampa, Fla.
Woodlville, Miss.
Florence, Ala.
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2017 TOP NEWCOMERS

POS NAME SCHOOL YEAR HOMETOWN | LAST SCHOOL

DL Traymond Lofton Delta State JR Waynesboro, Miss. | Jones JC

QB Breck Ruddick Delta State JR Marion, Ark. | Missouri State

LB Kendall Duckworth Florida Tech JR Naples, Fla. | Kansas

WR Demetrius Frazier Florida Tech SR Brunswick, Ga. | Middle Tennessee State
LB/ST JT Hassell Florida Tech JR Titusville, Fla. | South Dakota State

TE Mason Wilfong Florida Tech FR Palm City, Fla. | Southern Illinois

QB Ty Jobe Mississippi College JR Lebanon, Tenn. | Tennessee Tech

oL Randan Knight Mississippi College JR Hattiesburg, Miss. | Mississippi Gulf Coast CC
LB Colton Magee Mississippi College JR Tylertown, Miss. | Copiah-Lincoln CC
DB Blake Miller Mississippi College JR Sandy, Utah | Snow College

LB Joshua Amanfo North Alabama JR Stockbridge, Ga. | Eastern Arizona CC
DE Jaylin Dailey North Alabama JR Montgomery, Ala. | Mississippi Gulf Coast CC
LB Jalen Dread North Alabama SO Foley, Ala. | South Carolina

oL Cole Hardin North Alabama JR Florence, Ala. | Vanderbilt

WR Lewis Hayes Shorter JR Voorhees, N.J. | Williams

oL Byers Hickman Shorter JR Gainesville, Fla. | Florida Atlantic

LB Austin Porter Shorter JR Winston, Ore. | College of the Siskiyous
DB Vincent Pree Shorter JR Hamilton, Ohio | ASA New York

DB Terrance Bryant Valdosta State SR Fort Walton Beach, Fla. | Jacksonville
RB Ron Johnson Valdosta State SR Naples, Fla. | Connecticut

oT Dontavius Blair West Alabama SR Anniston, Ala. | Tennessee

DB Khalia Hackett West Alabama SR Douglasville, Ga. | Arkansas

CB Tevin Madison West Alabama JR Fayette, Ala. | Texas Tech

WR Broc Malcolm West Alabama SR Hanceville, Ala. | Idaho State

LB Cody Collins West Florida FR Orange City, Fla. | University

RB Anthony Johnson West Florida FR Pace, Fla. | Pace

DL Alex Wilcox West Florida FR Jacksonville, Fla. | University Christian
DL Andrew Wilcox West Florida FR Jacksonville, Fla. | University Christian
oL Desmond Harrison West Georgia SR Houston, Texas | Texas

DB Ramon Patton West Georgia JR Pascagoula, Miss. | Jones JC

LB Korie Rogers West Georgia SO Buford, Ga. | Clemson

WR Brooks Shannon West Georgia JR Tupelo, Miss. | East Mississippi CC
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2017 GSC GAME OF THE WEEK SCHEDULE

About ESPN3

The Gulf South Conference Game of the Week returns for its 13th season with a 10-game slate featured exclusively on
ESPN3 and the ESPN app. Florida’s Space Coast Office of Tourism will serve as the title sponsor of the package, which
will include in-game features and online promotional contests throughout the season.

ESPN3 will serve as the exclusive carrier of the league’s package for the fourth straight season. This year’s slate will
feature nine Saturday games and one Thursday night contest.

“The Gulf South Conference’s Game of the Week package has been a leader in Division |l since its inception. Continuing]
our relationship with ESPN provides unparalleled exposure and distribution for the GSC,” said GSC Commissioner Matt
Wilson. “We believe that the ESPN digital platforms are ideal for our fans, student-athletes, and future recruits.”

Don Russell will continue to be the play-by-play voice of the league, and he will once again be joined by Rick Rhodes
as the color commentator. Gulf Coast Mobile L.L.C. will produce the package for the sixth year in a row.

ESPN3 is ESPN'’s live multi-screen sports network, a destination that delivers thousands of exclusive sports events an-
nually. It is accessible on computers, smartphones, tablets and streaming devices through the ESPN app. The network
is currently available nationwide at no additional cost to those who receive their high-speed Internet connection or
video subscription from an affiliated service provider. It is also available at no cost to U.S. college students and U.S.-
based military personnel via computers, smartphones and tablets connected to on-campus educational and on-base
military broadband and Wi-Fi networks.

2017 GSC FOOTBALL GAME OF THE WEEK SCHEDULE

Time

Date Game

Sept. 16 North Alabama at Valdosta State
Sept. 23 Delta State at Shorter

Sept. 30 Delta State at Mississippi College
Oct. 7 Valdosta State at West Georgia
Oct. 14 Mississippi College at Valdosta State
Oct. 21 West Alabama at Florida Tech
Oct. 26 Shorter at West Georgia

Oct. 28 West Florida at West Alabama
Nov. 4 North Alabama at West Florida
Nov. 1 Florida Tech at Delta State

7:00 ET/6:00 CT
1:00 ET/12:00 CT
8:00 ET/7:00 CT
2:00 ET/1.00 CT
7:00 ET/6:00 CT
2:00 ET/1.00 CT
7:00 ET/6:00 CT
5:00 ET/4:00 CT
5:00 ET/4:00 CT
8:00 ET/7:00 CT

GSC IN NATIONAL PRESEASON PUBLICATIONS

LINDY’S PRESEASON PREDICTIONS

STREET AND SMITH’S PRESEASON PREDICTIONS

TOP 25

1. NW Missouri State
2. Ferris State
3. Grand Valley State
4. Emporia State
5. 1IUP
6. Harding
7. California (Pa.)
8. Texas A&M Commerce
9. UNC Pembroke
10. Sioux Falls
11. Minnesota-Duluth
12. LIU Post
13. Azusa Pacific

14. Colorado Mines
15. Shepherd

16. North Greenville
17. Valdosta State
18. Central Missouri
19. North Alabama
20. Ashland

21. Newberry

22. Tuskegee

23. Texas A&M Kingsville
24. West Georgia
25. Colorado Mesa

TOP 25

1. NW Missouri State
2. Grand Valley State
3. California (Pa.)
4. Emporia State
5. Ferris State
6. Texas A&M Commerce
7. Southwest Baptist
8. Colorado State-Pueblo
9. Bemidji State
10. Valdosta State
1. IUP
12. Minnesota-Duluth
13. Shepherd

14. North Alabama

15. Azusa Pacific

16. Edinboro

17. Sioux Falls

18. Colorado Mines

19. Central Missouri

20. Assumption

21. West Chester

22. LIU Post

23. Winston-Salem State
24. Colorado Mesa

25. Texas A&M Kingsville
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2017 GSC TEAM SCHEDULES

DELTA STATE FLORIDA TECH
STATESMEN PANTHERS

Date Day Opponent Time Series Date Day Opponent Time

Series
Sept. 2 SAT  Tarleton State 2:00 p.m. 1-0-0 Sept. 2 SAT  Virginia Lynchburg 7:00 p.m. 0-0-0
Sept. 9 SAT  Chowan 2:00 p.m. 0-0-0 Sept. 9 SAT @ McNeese State 7:00 p.m. 0-0-0
Sept. 16 SAT  West Georgia 2:00 p.m. 18-13-0 Sept. 16 SAT  Shorter 7:00 p.m. 3-0-0
Sept. 23 SAT @ Shorter” 12:00 p.m. 3-2-0 Sept. 23 SAT @ Mississippi College 7:00 p.m. 3-0-0
Sept. 30 SAT @ Mississippi College” 7:00 p.m. 19-16-2 Sept. 30 SAT  West Florida% 7:00 p.m. 0-1-0
Oct. 7 SAT  West Alabama 6:00 p.m. 35-24-3 Oct. 7 SAT @ North Alabama 6:00 p.m. 0-3-0
Oct. 14 SAT @ West Florida 4:00 p.m. 1-0-0 Oct. 14 SAT @ North Greenville 2:30 p.m. 0-1-0
Oct. 21 SAT  Valdosta State 2:00 p.m. 20-15-1 Oct. 21 SAT  West Alabama” 2:00 p.m. 2-2-0
Oct. 28 SAT @ North Alabama 6:00 p.m. 26-33-1 Oct. 28 SAT (@ Valdosta State 7:00 p.m. 1-3-0
Nov. 4 SAT @ North Greenville 1:30 p.m. 1-0-0 Nov. 4 SAT  West Georgia* 1:00 p.m. 2-2-0
Nov. 11 SAT Florida Tech*” 2:00 p.m. 2-2-0 Nov. 1 SAT @ Delta State” 2:00 p.m. 2-2-0
GSC Games in BOLD *Homecoming GSC Games in BOLD *Homecoming
All Times Local “GSC TV Game of the Week All Times Local “GSC TV Game of the Week

%NCAA Division Il Showcase
NORTH ALABAMA
LIONS

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
CHOCTAWS

Date Day Opponent Time Series Date Day Opponent Time Series

Aug.31 THU @ Clark Atlanta 6:00 p.m. 0-0-0 Aug. 31 THU  Texas A&M Commerce 6:00 p.m. 0-0-0
Sept.9 SAT @ Southwest Baptist 6:00 p.m. 0-0-0 Sept. 16 SAT @ Valdosta State” 6:00 p.m.  24-16-1
Sept. 16 SAT @ West Alabama 6:00 p.m. 19-22-2 Sept. 23 SAT  West Alabama 6:00 p.m. 52-17-1
Sept. 23 SAT  Florida Tech 7:00 p.m. 0-3-0 Sept. 30 SAT @ West Georgia 1:00 pm.  22-12-0
Sept. 30  SAT Delta State” 7:00 p.m. 15-20-2 Oct. 7 SAT Florida Tech* 6:00 p.m. 3-0-0
Oct. 7 SAT (@ West Florida 6:00 p.m. 0-1-0 Oct. 14 SAT @ Shorter 1:00 p.m. 5-0-0
Oct. 14 SAT (@ Valdosta State” 6:00 p.m. 8-8-1 Oct. 21 SAT @ Central Washington 3:00 p.m. 0-0-0
Oct. 21 SAT  West Georgia* 3:.00 p.m. 8-7-0 Oct. 28 SAT  Delta State 6:00 p.m. 33-26-1
Nov. 4 SAT  Shorter 2:00 p.m. 1-2-0 Nov. 4 SAT (@ West Florida® 4:00 p.m. 1-0-0
Nov. 1 SAT @ North Alabama 1:30 p.m. 14-17-2 Nov. 1 SAT Mississippi College 1:30 p.m. 17-14-2
GSC Games in BOLD *Homecoming GSC Games in BOLD *Homecoming

All Times Local ~GSC TV Game of the Week All Times Local ~GSC TV Game of the Week

SHORTER
HAWKS

VALDOSTA STATE
BLAZERS

Date Day Opponent Time Series Date Day Opponent Time Series
Sept. 2 SAT Mars Hill 1:00 p.m. 1-2-0 Sept. 2 SAT (@ Albany State 7:00 p.m. 17-1-0
Sept. 9 SAT @ Tusculum 6:00 p.m. 0-0-0 Sept. 9 SAT Fort Valley State% 7:00 p.m. 18-3-0
Sept. 16 SAT @ Florida Tech 7:00 p.m. 0-4-0 Sept.16  SAT  North Alabama* 7:00 p.m. 17-23-1
Sept. 23 SAT Delta State” 1:00 p.m. 1-4-0 Sept. 23 SAT (@ West Florida 7:00 p.m. 1-0-0
Sept. 30 SAT @ West Alabama 6:00 p.m. 0-5-0 Oct. 7 SAT (@ West Georgia”® 2:00 p.m. 24-12-0
Oct. 7 SAT  Gardner-Webb 1:30 p.m. 0-0-0 Oct. 14 SAT  Mississippi College” 7:00 p.m. 7-8-1
Oct. 14 SAT  North Alabama 1:.00 p.m. 0-5-0 Oct. 21 SAT @ Delta State 7:00 p.m. 16-19-1
Oct. 21 SAT West Florida* 1:00 p.m. 0-1-0 Oct. 28 SAT Florida Tech 7:00 p.m. 3-1-0
Oct. 26 THU @ West Georgia” 7:00 p.m. 1-4-0 Nov. 4 SAT  West Alabama* 3:00 p.m. 32-4-0
Nov. 4 SAT (@ Mississippi College 2:00 p.m. 2-1-0 Nov. 1 SAT (@ Shorter 1:30 p.m. 5-0-0
Nov. 1 SAT  Valdosta State 1:30 p.m. 0-5-0

GSC Games in BOLD *Homecoming
GSC Games in BOLD *Homecoming All Times Local “GSC TV Game of the Week
All Times Local “GSC TV Game of the Week %Game played in Waycross, Ga.
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2017 GSC TEAM SCHEDULES

WEST ALABAMA
TIGERS

Time Series

Date Day Opponent

Aug. 31 THU @ Lenoir Rhyne 6:00 p.m. 0-0-0
Sept. 7 THU @ Samford 6:00 p.m. 5-11-1
Sept. 16 SAT Mississippi College 6:00 p.m. 22-19-2
Sept. 23 SAT @ North Alabama 6:00 p.m. 17-52-2
Sept. 30 SAT  Shorter 6:00 p.m. 5-0-0
Oct. 7 SAT (@ Delta State 6:00 p.m. 24-35-3
Oct. 14 SAT  West Georgia 4:.00 p.m. 14-20-0
Oct. 21 SAT (@ Florida Tech” 1:00 p.m. 2-2-0
Oct. 28 SAT  West Florida*" 4:.00 p.m. 1-0-0
Nov. 4 SAT @ Valdosta State 2:00 p.m. 4-32-0
Nov. 1 SAT North Greenville 2:00 p.m. 0-1-0

GSC Games in BOLD
All Times Local

*Homecoming
~GSC TV Game of the Week

WEST FLORIDA
ARGONAUTS

Date Day Opponent Time Series
Sept. 2 SAT @ Missouri S&T 7:00 p.m. 1-0-0
Sept. 9 SAT Midwestern State 6:00 p.m. 0-0-0
Sept. 16 SAT Chowan 6:00 p.m. 0-1-0
Sept. 23 SAT  Valdosta State 6:00 p.m. 0-1-0
Sept. 30 SAT @ Florida Tech% 6:00 p.m. 1-0-0
Oct. 7 SAT Mississippi College 6:00 p.m. 1-0-0
Oct. 14 SAT Delta State* 4:00 p.m. 0-1-0
Oct. 21 SAT @ Shorter 1:00 p.m. 1-0-0
Oct. 28 SAT @ West Alabama” 4:00 p.m. 0-1-0
Nov. 4 SAT North Alabama” 4:00 p.m. 0-1-0
Nov. 1 SAT @ West Georgia 2:00 p.m. 0-1-0

GSC Games in BOLD
All Times Local

*Homecoming
~“GSC TV Game of the Week
%NCAA Division Il Showcase

WEST GEORGIA
WOLVES

Date Day Opponent Time Series
Aug. 31 THU  Fort Valley State 7:00 p.m. 0-0-0
Sept. 9 SAT Miles 7:00 p.m. 9-1-0
Sept. 16 SAT @ Delta State 7:00 p.m. 13-18-0
Sept. 23 SAT  Albany State* 2:00 p.m. 5-2-0
Sept. 30  SAT North Alabama 2:00 p.m. 12-22-0
Oct. 7 SAT  Valdosta State” 2:00 p.m. 12-24-0
Oct. 14 SAT @ West Alabama 5:00 p.m. 20-14-0
Oct. 21 SAT @ Mississippi College 3:00 p.m. 7-8-0
Oct.26 THU  Shorter” 7:00 p.m. 4-1-0
Nov. 4 SAT @ Florida Tech 1:00 p.m. 2-2-0
Nov. 1 SAT  West Florida 2:00 p.m. 1-0-0

GSC Games in BOLD
All Times Local

*Homecoming
~“GSC TV Game of the Week
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