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CHALK IT UP: IN AN ERA 
OF CONSTANT CHANGE, 
BILL SELF HAS CREATED A 
CONSISTENT CONTENDER AT 
KANSAS

SI.com
Brian Hamilton
March 9, 2016

LAWRENCE, Kan. — The sign for Salty Iguana, 
a Tex-Mex spot on the west side of town, is 
unsubtle. It is a lizard, wearing a sombrero and a 
serape, lounging in the giant margarita glass from 
which it drinks, using a straw. Some people drive 
past the strip malls along Sixth Street to arrive 
here by mid-afternoon, so they can reserve a table 
for Hawk Talk, the Kansas basketball radio show 
held just about every week during the season. 
They place their names on the sign-up sheet at 
the bar as early as 2 p.m. Hawk Talk begins four 
hours later. 
But the head coach is coming. So the disciples 
wait.

When the show goes on, Bill Self sits at a high-top 
table to the right of iconic Kansas radio voice Bob 
Davis, facing a dozen rows of packed tables. He’s 
situated in front of the Hawk Talk sign—which 
hails Salty Iguana as the “Preferred Mexican 
Food of Kansas Athletics”—and sips from an iced 
tea. At the beginning of every commercial break, 
patrons hustle to line up for an audience with the 
coach. Self autographs, among other things, a 
basketball, a shoe, a glass and a brick. He also 
inks a faux fan parking sign for Linda Martin, a 
Pleasanton, Kan., native who traveled an hour and 
a half to visit her sister and, as it happens, have 
the best day of her life.

“I can’t wait to go to coffee in the morning and 
brag!” Linda says, bouncing in her Rock Chalk 
Jayhawk T-shirt.

The Hawk Talk crowd is dedicated and rapt. 
Each time returns to air after a break, a punitive 
Shhhhhh! cuts through the lingering chatter. The 
attendees boo the idea of red alternate jerseys. 
They laugh heartily when Self jokes that stoic, 
poker-faced stars Frank Mason and Perry Ellis 
should take a trip to Las Vegas. They cheer for 
Davis, who has announced his plans to retire after 
his 32nd season on the job. And they nod when 
Self tamps down the excitement over his team’s 
12th straight Big 12 regular season title. On the 

first day of March, he points out that postseason 
success is required to consider a year truly special.

“Come two weeks,” the Kansas coach says, “this 
stage doesn’t matter.”

At 6:58 p.m., Davis signs off. Self does not hasten 
to an exit. Instead, he walks into the bar area to 
mingle, shaking more hands and signing more 
autographs. It’s another 13 minutes before he’s in 
the vestibule with his wife, Cindy, ready to leave 
but posing for one more picture with one more 
family. There isn’t a moment in this surreal and 
claustrophobic hour that Self seems put out, or 
even bored. He knows all of it is just this side of 
ridiculous, and his program has been on a run 
that no conference has seen since John Wooden 
walked Westwood in the 1960s and 1970s, and 
the Final Four is just one month away. So his 
interest could be elsewhere. But he does Hawk 
Talk and smiles and scribbles his name and takes 
the photos. And, a little more than an hour later, he 
makes plans with Cindy to grab a salad around the 
corner at Mariscos.

Say this for Bill Self: The dude abides.

*****

How does this happen?

How does one program win or share a 
championship for a dozen consecutive years 
in modern college basketball? This should not 
happen, not with one-and-dones and transfers 
and the general good health of most of the other 
teams gunning for the top of the league. So 
what is it about the guy running that singular 
program? How does he create a constant in an 
era of constant change? The search for answers 
leads to the office of Kansas’s coach at 5 p.m. on 
a Tuesday in early March.

Detective John Munch is already there, and he 
wants answers, too.

On the big flat screen television across from the 
big coach’s desk, Munch and his partner, Brian 
Cassidy, interrogate a perp. Three days after 
securing at least a share of Big 12 title No. 12, less 
than a day after clinching it outright by throttling 
Texas, four days away from the regular season 
finale and swelling expectations for March, Bill 
Self is watching Law & Order reruns.

“I’ll take a break every day for this,” he says. The 
53-year-old coach of the Jayhawks, who enter 
the postseason at 26–4 and as the No. 1 team 
in the land, notes that this episode must be old, 

because it was before Dean Winters, the actor who 
plays Det. Cassidy, did insurance commercials. 
“Mayhem,” Self says. It’s maybe as close a view 
of it as he gets.

The short answer for how 12 straight titles 
happens is that Kansas has really good players 
and a coach who won 66% of the time before 
he arrived, and who now has won 585 games 
at four schools across 23 seasons. The slightly 
longer answer is that the coach doesn’t change 
profoundly from year to year. He may not overheat 
at lackadaisical warm-ups or feel compelled to 
keep 20-hour days anymore, but generally, what 
you see one November is the same thing you 
see the next November. Likewise, the coach’s 
schemes and standards carry from one year to the 
next even if his personnel doesn’t, all the way to 
practice plans you can set a watch to. And he also 
is convinced that enough is never enough. That 
players and coaches and teams are almost always 
capable of more than they think they are.

In sum, it is hard to run down Kansas when Kansas 
is forever chasing a level most teams can’t hope 
to reach. “You can’t ever be perfect and it keeps 
us driving forward,” junior forward Landen Lucas 
says. “The last couple years, we’ve kind of settled 
as a team toward the [NCAA] tournament, but we 
haven’t done as well as that team could have 
done. If there’s been a year where he’s definitely 
kept us pushing forward, it’s been this year. You 
can see that. “

Results can’t be guaranteed. But, based on almost 
a quarter-century on the sideline, the evidence 
suggests Self’s approach guarantees a good 
chance at top-shelf success.

He establishes the rules and the tone for the 
Jayhawks early, usually when five-on-five 
competition begins in the summer. Everything 
is live. There is no out of bounds. Nothing is 
over until the ball is scored or secured after a 
defensive stop. It fosters a sort of brute peer 
pressure; Kansas assistant Norm Roberts recalls 
then freshmen Andrew Wiggins and Wayne Selden 
staring idly before the 2013–14 season as big 
men Jamari Traylor and Tarik Black tore at a loose 
ball. “What happens is, the other guys will look 
at you like, ‘Go get the ball! What’s wrong with 
you, man?’” Roberts says. A couple trips later, the 
two young wings pounced on an up-for-grabs ball 
themselves. “That was something that stuck out to 
me, and it was coming from older guys that were 
here four or five years that were diving on the ball 
out of bounds in a practice that was a month or 
two before the season,” Lucas says. “I was like, 
‘This is no joke.’”
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The structure is sound and unwavering. Kansas 
begins practices with the same brief dribbling, 
passing and shooter close-out periods. Like the 
defensive shell drill and others that follow, these 
are mainstays. “It wouldn’t be a practice if we 
didn’t do them,” senior forward Hunter Mickelson 
says. The routine is designed to create muscle 
memory. It insures against slippage in something 
as simple as footwork when running down a 
shooter, or guards and big men working in tandem 
to defend a certain action. This in part explains 
why Kansas has ranked in the top 11 nationally in 
defensive efficiency in 10 of its past 12 seasons, 
despite roster and talent fluctuations.

And that is a reflection of Self’s guiding philosophy, 
which all but takes the relative talent of his team 
out of the equation: He just wants to make the 
other guys play badly.

“No matter what level you play to,” Self says, “you 
have to make sure someone plays at a lesser 
level.”

Kansas has made that happen 82% of the time 
under Self’s watch. It is steady success because 
Self maintains a steady suspicion that no one 
is doing his best. This not restricted to passing, 
cutting or shooting from the corner. You can eat 
better. You can get more rest. You can think more 
positively. “How many people in life ever get 
totally against their ceiling?” he says. “As great 
as you are, there’s probably something you could 
do, at some point in time, to make you a little bit 
better, in some way shape or form. There’s gotta 
be something.” It is not an original way of thinking, 
and he is not totally pathological about it; after a 
season Self can reflect and conclude that his 
team maxed out. But in the midst of the chase, 
he wonders if there is something more to extract 
from everyone.

This is when his players hear the Ten Percent 
Speech.

“He always talks about, ‘If we just give 10% more, 
we’ll be a lot better,’” says Traylor, the fifth-year 
senior forward. “He always asks, ‘Mari, how do 
you think you played? As far as your effort goes, 
you think you could do a little bit better?’ I’m like, 
yeah, I think I could probably do a little bit better 
coach. ‘You think you could [be] ... 10% better?’ 
I’m like, ‘Yeah, I probably could do 10% better.’ 
He’s like, ‘If you do 10% better, Wayne [Selden] 
does 10% better, Frank [Mason], you do 10% 
better, and if I can coach you guys 10% better, too, 
we’ll be a lot better.”

It deftly transfers ownership of expectations back 
to the players. To wit, Roberts tells the story of 
a February practice gone sour: Self was livid in 
the huddle afterward, but he was also cognizant 
that a critical road game against Baylor loomed. 
So he swallowed the rage fireball. He declared 
that his team would be better the following day. 
Then he asked for confirmation. He inquired if 
Mason thought the Jayhawks would be better the 
next day, and, of course, the junior guard replied 
affirmatively. Self repeated the question a couple 
more times; the answer would not be different, 
but Kansas’s coach needed to hear it out loud. By 
the time the confab had ended, Self’s roster had 
signed itself up for a good day of work.

The Jayhawks won that next game in Waco, 
66–60. “He makes the players play the way he 
wants,” says Ellis, the senior forward who is 
Kansas’s leading scorer (16.5 ppg). “That’s a key.”

A Bill Self-coached team hasn’t finished lower 
than second place in its league since his first year 
at Tulsa, in 1997–98, when the Golden Hurricane 
finished third in the WAC’s Pacific Division. The 
second-place finish at Illinois in 2002–03, the 
second-place finish in his first year at Kansas, in 
2003–04—these are the bad seasons, he points 
out. It stands to reason that an unflinching record 
of success would give Self no reason to change 
the way he runs a practice, or to stray from a belief 
that everyone can do just a little bit better.

This is how you thrive at a place like Kansas. 
Everyone wants you to win a national title. You ask: 
Why stop there?

*****

The Self family vacation on Fisher Island, a ritzy 
destination separated from Miami’s South Beach 
by a ferry ride across a narrow water channel, 
ended after two days in April 2003. Dad, who was 
then the head basketball coach at Illinois, had 
a job interview. So the entire family was forced 
to leave an idyllic spot where everyone traveled 
by moped or golf carts. It took a while for Tyler 
Self, then 9 years old, to get over that—”There 
was some bad blood there,” he says—but soon 
enough he was begging to wear his new Kansas 
gear back in Illinois to celebrate his dad’s new 
gig. (Cindy Self convinced her son to wait on that, 
prudently.)

It was a transformative moment, but only in the 
sense that a Florida trip got transformed into 
a virtual layover between Champaign, Ill., and 
Lawrence. The moment could have marked the 
start of a process that would warp an easygoing 

coach with a relatively rational perspective into 
someone substantially more cynical and guarded. 
But here is Bill Self, almost 13 years later, shaking 
hands with fans in the bar of a Mexican restaurant. 
“There are few programs out there like this with 
the pressure, the hype, all the attention you get,” 
says Tyler Self, who now has a front-row seat to 
all that as a fourth-year walk-on for his father at 
Kansas. “It can definitely change people. But he’s 
done a good job of keeping a level head, not letting 
all the great things people tell him get to him, or 
letting all the crap get to him.”

Truthfully, some crap got to him, at least at the 
start. “Taking the job, I felt like I’ve got to work 
20 hours a day or I’ll never be able to come close 
to what my predecessor did here,” Bill Self says, 
alluding to Roy Williams’ 418 wins and four Final 
Four appearances as Kansas coach from 1998 to 
2003. “I think I worked harder then, but I didn’t 
think I worked very smart.” With time, familiarity 
and confidence came a more efficient approach. 
When he began coaching, he choreographed pre-
practice warm-up dribbles: First speed dribbles, 
then crossovers, then behind-the-back. Now he 
tells guys to get loose and expects that his players 
know to get to business when practice truly starts. 
He likewise says he’s mellowed to players tuning 
him out in spots.

“I could not understand—if I tell you to do this, 
then why aren’t you doing it?” Self says. “As 
opposed to, well, sometimes we don’t listen, and 
sometimes we’re defiant, and sometime we’re 
stubborn, but it’s not personal. That’s just how we 
are sometimes.”

These sorts of changes aren’t superficial—how 
Self interacts with his team is pretty essential—
but they aren’t a comprehensive remodeling of his 
personality. He works at Kansas, a place where 
a coach can line an office shelf with basketballs 
signifying landmark program victories from No. 
1 to No. 2,000. But the oppressive pressure to 
continue piling up those wins seemingly hasn’t 
twisted him into someone unrecognizable to 
anyone who knew him as the easygoing coach 
at Oral Roberts or Tulsa or Illinois. Part of that is 
because he’s wired to welcome that oppressive 
pressure. Part of it is because he can’t take 
himself or the work too seriously.

“There are so many people out there that are 
busting their butt or trying to get a job and 
stuff, and hey, they pay me to coach,” Self says. 
“Sometimes I think we make ourselves out to be 
bigger deals than what we really are. We’re just 
ball coaches.”
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Some of his players might disagree. At the risk 
of delving into syrupy coach-as-teacher territory, 
Ellis remembers Self assigning him to be the 
voice of Kansas’s Ice Bucket Challenge video in 
August 2014, nudging the junior-to-be out of his 
comfort zone. “From that point on,” Ellis says, “I 
started to get a lot more confidence and speak 
what’s on my mind.” Traylor’s favorite story, one 
he recounted four days before he shared it with 
an entire arena on Senior Day, traces back to his 
freshman year. Traylor’s father was sentenced to 
life in prison for drug-related offenses when he 
was a teenager in Chicago, and his mother at one 
point kicked him out of the house when the acting 
out and arguments became too much. And now 
Self was laying into the Jayhawks after a practice, 
ranting about how none of them ever had it really 
rough, how none of them could complain when 
one of their own was once homeless. Traylor saw 
some genuine emotion in his coach’s eyes. He 
wasn’t naïve; he knew Self wanted him to help 
win games at Kansas. But that speech convinced 
Traylor his coach wanted something more for him, 
too. “He told me I should never have a bad day,” 
Traylor says. “I wake up, I have a degree, I’m living 
in a beautiful home, I got fans behind me, I should 
never have a bad day. He changed my mindset a 
little bit on life.”

Traylor told that story on Senior Day and brought 
Self to tears. And yet, even now, Self declines to 
be impressed with himself. “I don’t know that [we] 
did anything except be who we always are,” he 
says.

It is not an ordinary job, of course, or else fans 
wouldn’t show up four hours early to watch him 
talk. But Kansas’s coach has a theory about 
why the gig permits him to remain unwound. “I 
would say, here, we have about the most realistic 
unrealistic supporters possible,” Self says. What 
he means: Jayhawks fans are like most other 
fans, in that they think their place is the best place. 
But a history that includes names such as James 
Naismith and Phog Allen and Wilt Chamberlain 
also checks their expectations at least a little. 
They recognize what they’re watching can’t be 
the best it’s ever been here.

The Jayhawks coaches issue the similar messages 
to every prospect they recruit: You’re not going to 
be the greatest player ever to wear the jersey. And 
Self is keenly aware he won’t be the program’s 
most legendary coach. He is confident enough in 
his ability to produce the results the fans crave, 
yes. But since he may never be elevated to the 
ethereal basketball plane inhabited by those who 
came before him, he is somewhat freed in other 
respects. “If you do it the right way over time,” Self 

says, “they’re O.K. with that.”

If only he could be, too.

“It’s not that he just wants to win,” Tyler Self says 
of his dad. “He really, really hates to lose.”

Bill Self is a prisoner to his own ambition. Enough 
is never enough. He wishes he weren’t that way, 
that he could enjoy the successes more than 
he does, or at least more than he despises the 
failures. The streak of 12 straight titles, which is 
one shy of UCLA’s record run of 13 from 1967 to 
‘79, the likely spot in the Hall of Fame ... these 
make him happy, but only to a point.

If you want to know what keeps him going, it is 
April 7, 2008—the night Kansas won a national 
title. “There’s only been one game where the win 
has felt as good as the losses have felt bad,” Self 
says. “There’s only been one.”

*****

The clock at the top of Phog Allen Fieldhouse 
reads 4:04 p.m., and Kansas players are circled 
around their coach, discussing Senior Day 
ticket distribution. Names and phone numbers 
are required to prevent counterfeiting. That 
housekeeping taken care of, Self redirects the 
focus to the practice at hand. It won’t be a long 
one, what with a championship in hand and three 
more days until Iowa State visits for the regular 
season finale. After telling the team to have a 
good day, and apropos of nothing, Self turns his 
attention to sophomore forward Svi Mykhailuk.

“Svi, nice haircut,” the Kansas coach says, smiling. 
“About time.”

Moments later, the workout begins like every 
workout begins. First, the three sets of warm-up 
dribbles. Then, the “Seminole” passing drill, with 
players firing balls to each other as they crisscross 
and exchange places in constant motion. After 
that, the roster breaks into five sets of three 
players for a close-out drill, which is basically a 
modified game of monkey-in-the-middle: Two 
players on either side, with the man in the center 
running after passes and squaring up the recipient 
in a defensive stance. The routine is the genius, 
the genius is the routine. When Kansas plays 
basketball, the same thing happens, again and 
again.

As much as Bill Self values that sameness, as 
much as he sees no reason to change, it was less 
than three years ago that, after the Okmulgree, 
Okla. native and ex-Oklahoma State guard was 

being inducted into his home state’s Sports Hall 
of Fame, he told The Oklahoman that the NBA 
could tempt him one day. But that was then. 
Then, Kansas hadn’t built McCarthy Hall, an 
$11.2 million apartment complex that houses his 
basketball players as well as other non-student-
athletes. It features a rec room and a barbershop. 
Self believes it has few peers anywhere. He now 
has a stockpile of Big 12 rings as well a fancy dorm 
to show recruits and, well, this is something that 
should delight a coach who always seeks more.

So he’s asked the question now, on the day the 
calendar turns to March again. Can Kansas give 
you all the challenges you need? Is this place 
enough?

Bill Self’s answer, which comes without hesitation, 
makes you wonder if anything will ever change 
at all.

“I think so,” he says. “Because as good as it’s 
been, I think it’s getting ready to get better.

SI.com
Brian Hamilton
March 9, 2016
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‘Forever grateful:’ Why 
Devonte’ Graham’s mother 
means everything to him 
this KU postseason

Kansas City Star
Jesse Newell
March 17, 2016

HIGHLIGHTS
• He was born when his mother, Dewanna King, 
was 14
• She raised him on her own and taught him to 
be appreciative
• The sophomore has grown into a leader this 
season for Jayhawks

LAWRENCE -- Devonte’ Graham tugs down at his 
blue practice jersey, running his fingers across the 
words that have helped shape his life.

On a Wednesday in early March, the Kansas 
sophomore guard leans forward in the front row 
of the Jayhawks’ film room, explaining why two 
words — “Forever grateful” — are tattooed 
across his chest.

 Only a sophomore, Kansas guard Devonte’ 
Graham has taken on a leadership role this 
season. “I didn’t think I had that kind of impact 
on the team,” he said. “But I came to realize quick 
that nobody else really had the voice to do it. I’m 
one of the few that can really do it naturally.”

“Sometimes, you’ve just got to look at it from a 
different perspective,” Devonte’ says, “and just 
realize how blessed you are to be in a situation.”

While growing up in North Carolina, Graham would 
sometimes pout, wondering why he couldn’t go 
somewhere or asking why he had to clean his 
room. His mother, Dewanna King, would always 
give the same response: “You’re being ungrateful.”

Devonte’ soon learned she was right. And he 
certainly has a lot to appreciate now.

Heading into the NCAA Tournament, Devonte’ is 
a starting guard on the nation’s top-ranked team, 
playing as well as anyone on the roster after 
picking up Big 12 Tournament MVP honors.

Dewanna also is thankful that Devonte’ came into 
her life.

At the time, she was 14 years old.

--

The instructions to 14-year-old Dewanna and 
12-year-old Mashonda were direct: Go to the 
Raeford school bus stop like any other day, then 
return home when their stepfather’s car pulled out 
of the driveway.

It was a Tuesday — Feb. 21, 1995 — and the 
sisters did just as they were told. Their mother, 
Doris, was dropped off by a friend at a U-Haul 
station, and she returned with a truck and also a 
sheriff’s escort.

With Dewanna’s due date two weeks away, 
Doris had decided to remove herself and her 
children from what she had considered an unfit 
environment. The three grabbed most of their 
belongings — clothes and bags, but no furniture 
— and loaded them up before setting off for 
Raleigh, N.C., where most of Doris’ family lived.

They’d made it fewer than 20 miles — almost to 
Fayetteville — when Dewanna started feeling the 
pain. She didn’t know what contractions felt like, 
but she knew this ache in her stomach was not 
going away.

She told her mother, who panicked. She turned to 
her daughter while steering the U-Haul.

“I can pull over and go to the hospital.”

Dewanna knew the problem with that. If they 
decided to go to the Fayetteville hospital, they 
wouldn’t be getting far enough away from the 
situation they were trying to escape.

“No,” she told her mother, “we’ve got to go back 
to Raleigh.”

For 70 miles, it was agony for Dewanna, and when 
Doris pulled the U-Haul into the Raleigh hospital, 
workers had to wheel her daughter up to the room 
because she couldn’t walk.

A few hours later, Dewanna gave birth to a 
7-pound, 9-ounce son.

--

Dewanna King says she had been in denial.

Two months earlier, she had noticed changes in her 
body, but as a thin tomboy, she quickly dismissed 
any thoughts that left her uncomfortable.

“I didn’t know for sure,” she said.

That changed shortly after visiting her 
grandmother in Raleigh. Jewell Cozart called her 
daughter-in-law Doris to tell her that she believed 
that Dewanna was pregnant.

Dewanna had never in her life heard her mother 
curse until the next day when the doctor confirmed 
the news. But that didn’t compare to what was 
going on in her own mind.

“I was honestly scared,” Dewanna said. “When 
we first found out I was pregnant, we didn’t know 
exactly how far along I was and everything that 
was going on. So the conversation was more or 
less, ‘Do you keep the baby or do you not keep 
the baby?’ You have a 14-year-old with a baby. 
You don’t know how you’re going to take care of 
a baby at 14.”

The next visit to the doctor made the family’s 
decision clear. She was already seven months 
pregnant.

“At 14, my mom was the decision-maker, and 
she said, ‘We’re going to have a baby,’ ” Dewanna 
said. “ ‘We’re going to get through this.’ ”

After arriving in Raleigh with only the U-Haul, Doris 
and her children moved in with her nephew Joe, 
who offered to take them in at Dover Apartments. 
The four stayed in one bedroom with two twin 
beds, Doris and Mashonda sharing one and 
Dewanna and baby Devonte’ in the other.

“You would probably think they were bad times, 
but they weren’t. It was a beautiful time,” Dewanna 
said. “I had a new baby, a healthy baby, and we 
were happy.”

Doris, meanwhile, remained strict with Dewanna. 
Every morning, Dewanna would wake up early to 
get Devonte’ dressed and his bag packed for day 
care before making it to the bus stop to attend 
high school. Doris would take Devonte’ to day 
care and pick him up, but he remained Dewanna’s 
responsibility outside of that.

If Dewanna wanted to go to the mall with her 
sister, she’d have to take the stroller down the 
apartment’s flight of stairs, then make the four-
block walk to the city bus stop.

Doris also signed up her daughter for two different 
teen-mother classes — one in school and one at a 
local YMCA — where she learned about nutritious 
foods for the baby and the best locations to pick 
up Pampers coupons.
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“I was forced to do it and probably hated my mom 
at the time for making me go,” Dewanna said, “but 
when you look back on it, you get to appreciate her 
for making you do this, because you’re realizing 
how valuable it becomes later.”

Dewanna continued to work. She graduated from 
high school — 4-year-old Devonte’ walked across 
the stage with her — and later Shaw University 
with a business administration degree. She also 
was able to get her own apartment a few years 
after high school before moving to a house in the 
Southgate community, just one street away from 
her mother.

Even that had its challenges, though. Once, when 
at the local community center with his sister 
Shamaria after school, Devonte’ says he watched 
through glass windows as a man was shot at, 
bullets pelting the walls of the building.

Before he moved from that neighborhood — 
where red flags of Bloods gang members flew and 
kids smoked in the street — Devonte’ had already 
figured out that his escape was basketball.

And the first break he received came from a coach 
who couldn’t ignore the 10-year-old’s talent.

--

After picking up the burgers from Red Robin, 
Clarence Coleman made the 20-minute trek 
across town with his two children to Roberts Park, 
a gym on the outskirts of downtown Raleigh.

The AAU coach needed a point guard for his son’s 
team. And after asking around, a recreation center 
employee had left him with one name: Devonte’ 
Graham.

After taking his seat on the metal bleachers, 
Clarence quickly found No. 4. It was still the first 
quarter when Devonte’ took a pass on the left 
side, dribbled a few times, then laid the ball off the 
glass and in over a defender … with his left hand.

“I said, ‘You know what? Where’s his mom?’ ” 
Clarence said. “That’s literally how it happened.”

When Clarence found Dewanna, he talked up 
the merits of the AAU program Garner Road. He 
had previously coached John Wall, and now his 
team — which included his son, current North 
Carolina starter Justin Coleman — was interested 
in making Devonte’ its next point guard.

Devonte’ spent the next eight years with the same 

AAU program while turning into one of the best 
point guards in the country, according to Clarence.

That didn’t always mean college coaches were 
taking notice.

Devonte’, who wore size 14 shoes, remained 
5-foot-3 entering high school. After reading an 
article about NBA point guard Chris Paul praying 
for height, Clarence told Devonte’ he might 
consider doing the same.

Although Devonte’ was often overlooked by major 
programs because of his size — he eventually 
made it to 6 feet by his senior year — Broughton 
High coach Jeff Ferrell knew that he had a special 
player.

Devonte’ wouldn’t start plays offensively until 
every player was in the correct spot, and many 
times he’d direct them where they were supposed 
to be. He also was the rare player who Jeff told 
to be more selfish, saying that the guard was 
deferring too often and not relying on his own 
talent.

That type of me-second mentality might have 
hurt him on the AAU circuit. Jeff would often talk 
to Devonte’ when he was at a tournament in Las 
Vegas or Georgia, asking him how he’d played 
before seeing if college coaches had expressed 
interest. Usually, they hadn’t.

It led to a decision late in his junior year. 
Devonte’ only had offers from small schools, with 
Appalachian State threatening to give his potential 
scholarship to another player if he didn’t take it.

Devonte’ says that put some additional pressure 
on him, but it wasn’t the main reason he signed 
with the Mountaineers.

“I felt like I wouldn’t be able to get anything 
better,” he said.

Then Devonte’ emerged during his senior year. 
He played well in the school’s holiday tournament 
in December, then led Broughton to the state 
championship game.

Devonte’ quickly realized his mistake. He asked 
Appalachian State to release him from his letter-
of-intent, but coach Jason Capel refused when he 
believed other schools were tampering.

After high school, Devonte’ headed to Brewster 
Academy in New Hampshire in hopes Appalachian 
State would change its mind.

“We prayed, we cried,” Dewanna said. “Most of 
all, it was like, ‘Whatever you want to do, that’s 
what we’re going to do. We’re going to stick by 
you, and we’re going to tough it out.’ ”

After Devonte’s one season at Brewster — where 
he grew 2 inches to 6-foot-2 — Appalachian State 
fired Capel and hired Jim Fox. On April 9, 2014, 
the coach announced he was going to release 
Devonte’ from his letter-of-intent.

One month later, Devonte’ signed with KU.

--

The one piece of advice that would alter the 
course of the Jayhawks’ 2015-2016 season was 
delivered during a January meeting before the 
team faced Big 12 rival Texas.

Bill Self’s message to Devonte’ was simple: “Don’t 
be afraid of your own voice.”

“I know the things to say. It’s just sometimes, I 
won’t say it,” Devonte’ said. “I’ve been trying to do 
a better job of that.”

Teammates say that in the last two months, he 
has.

Now, if Frank Mason misses a boxout in practice 
that leads to an offensive rebound, Devonte’ 
will speak up. That’s not something he was 
comfortable with early in the season, especially 
on a team with veterans like Frank, Wayne Selden 
and Perry Ellis.

“At the time, I didn’t think that I was that strong 
of a leader. I didn’t think I had that kind of impact 
on the team,” Devonte’ said. “But I came to realize 
quick that nobody else really had the voice to do it. 
I’m one of the few that can really do it naturally.”

As KU heads into the NCAA Tournament with the 
highest of expectations, it’ll be relying heavily on 
its emerging guard.

Devonte’ averaged 21 points, six assists and four 
steals during the Jayhawks’ three-game run to 
the Big 12 Tournament championship, and his 46 
percent three-point accuracy in conference play 
was best among league players with at least 50 
attempts.

“He’s been as valuable as any player we’ve had,” 
his coach said.

While KU’s coaches have reason to be thankful for 
Devonte’, the guard also feels grateful to have the 
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opportunity he does. That traces mostly back to 
his mother.

“I couldn’t imagine having a kid now,” he said. 
“I’m 21. I know seven years ago, I definitely 
wouldn’t have been able to have a child and raise 
a child the way she did.”

The support remains today from the person who 
is often mistaken as his twin sister when the two 
are out shopping.

Dewanna and mother Doris were behind KU’s 
bench for the Big 12 Tournament, with Dewanna 
wearing her son’s No. 4 World University Games 
jersey during the Jayhawks’ victory over West 
Virginia in the title game Saturday.

About an hour after the game had ended, in 
Section 108 of the Sprint Center, Devonte’ made 
his way back out to talk to his mom again. He 
brought his MVP trophy — it was heavier than she 
thought — and she jokingly offered to take it back 
to Raleigh with her. Devonte’ laughed and said he 
would keep this one for himself.

When it came time to get back on the bus, he gave 
his mom one final hug. She could feel the tears 
welling up when she told him goodbye. She had a 
flight back to Raleigh the next day.

“It’s hard,” Dewanna said. “It’s hard probably 
because I’ve had him my whole life. I know how 
important I am to him, but I think he knows he’s 
just as important to me.”

Dewanna didn’t know when she was going to see 
her son again. She told him that he had to keep 
winning, because she likely wouldn’t be able to 
afford the expected trips to Des Moines, Iowa, and 
beyond.

There was one exception, though. Win enough 
games, and the NCAA helps cover a family’s 
expenses for travel.

After making his way back to the bus, Devonte’ 
Graham sent his mom one final text.

“Don’t cry,” it said. “I’ll see you at the Final Four.”

Kansas City Star
Jesse Newell
March 17, 2016
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Kansas heads into NCAA 
tourney on a roll and with a 
renewed identity

SI.com
Luke Winn
March 13, 2016

KANSAS CITY — As the games got bigger, so did 
the clocks. Kansas, a team whose veteran core is 
as stone-faced as it is talented— in order of most 
to least expressionless, that core is senior power 
forward Perry Ellis, and junior guards Frank Mason 
and Wayne Selden Jr.—acquired a spirit animal 
en route to winning the Big 12 tournament.

He is Selden’s uncle, Anthony Pitts Jr. of Boston, 
and his gameday routine is to find a Family Dol-
lar or similar discount retailer, purchase a clock, 
customize its face with a photo of Selden, and 
wear it on a chain around his neck, in the 1980s 
style of Public Enemy rapper Flavor Flav. The clock 
Pitts wore for the Jayhawks’ semifinal win over 
Baylor cost $6, and was made of red plastic; he 
nearly destroyed it in his spontaneous moment 
of ESPN-and-Twitter fame—a wild celebration 
of Selden’s dunk-slash-annihilation of Baylor’s 
Ishmail Wainright on Friday night. Selden react-
ed with a stone-cold stare (he said he thought, 
“Maybe if I dunk on somebody it’s going to get 
me hyped—and then I dunked on somebody, and 
still, no.”) Pitts reacted by nearly tearing off his 
clothes. “Have you ever been so excited,” he ex-
plained, “that you get engulfed with energy and 
don’t know what to do with it?”

A lot of people are excited about this Kansas team 
now. The Jayhawks haven’t lost since Jan. 25 at 
Iowa State. Fourteen straight wins since then—
enough to lock up the regular-season title in the 
nation’s toughest league, then encore with a vic-
torious run through the conference tournament. 
They’re a lock to be the No. 1 overall seed in the 
NCAA tournament when the field is revealed on 
Sunday. They have experience, and they have a 
sophomore guard, Devonte’ Graham, who scored 
27 points in their Big 12 tourney final win over West 
Virginia and could be March’s breakout star. They 
look like the hottest of a field of good-but-not-his-
torically-great teams.

Pitts was feeling bullish enough on Saturday to 
more than triple his clock budget ($20 at a Kansas 
City Family Dollar, for grey plastic and chrome!), 
increase its size to the extent that it covered 
his entire torso, and paste a newspaper-clipped 

photo of his nephew’s Baylor dunk over the face. 
ESPN cameras cut to him numerous times during 
the Jayhawks’ 81–71, title-game win over the 
Mountaineers, and afterwards, Pitts was a selfie 
magnet. His new Twitter feed, @TheUncleAntho-
ny, was less than 24 hours old and had tweeted 
just six times, but it already had more than 1,600 
followers. Kansas is riding such a wave right now 
that even its peripheral-viral fans can become a 
big deal.

Uncle Anthony asked his followers late on Satur-
day night if he should take the rest of the month 
off work and keep following Kansas. The respons-
es were an emphatic YES. He had told a reporter, 
while watching KU’s Big 12 title trophy ceremony 
an hour earlier, that he had a feeling the Jayhawks 
could go on a run that would require six more 
clocks.

“I just have faith that they can win it,” Pitts said. 
“What better time than now?”

****

Is this Bill Self’s time to join the club of two-time 
national championship coaches? He’s taken all 
kinds of teams into his 12 NCAA tournaments as 
Kansas’s head coach: a juggernaut that entered 
the dance No. 1 in efficiency and went on to win it 
all (in 2008), a juggernaut that entered No. 1 in ef-
ficiency and crashed out in the second round (the 
Farokhmanesh Incident, in 2010), uninspiring reg-
ular-season teams that beat the odds and made 
the Elite Eight (in 2004), and flawed-but-talented 
teams that didn’t make it out of the first weekend 
(2014 and ’15).

As Self stood outside the Jayhawks’ locker room 
late on Saturday night, on the second straight day 
his team had trailed at halftime before asserting 
its dominance in the second half, he didn’t have 
anything ominous to say about his soon-to-be 
13th NCAA tournament team at Kansas. “I could 
not feel any better about our team than I do right 
now,” he said. “[I know] there are still some things 
we can tighten up, but these guys do play.”

Self considers this version of the Jayhawks one 
of his best title shots. In a perfect world, he said 
in an interview with SI last week, he’d have 
slightly more talent in the mix—they don’t have 
any sure-fire NBA lottery picks in their core rota-
tion—and better rebounding, as they rank 92nd in 
offensive-board percentage and 127th in defen-
sive-board percentage. But the big-picture ana-
lytics show that Self is right in being optimistic. 
Compare his 2016 team against the 12 previous 
ones and it comes in third in overall efficiency, 

as just one of three KU teams to enter an NCAA 
tournament ranked in the top 10 in both adjusted 
offensive and defensive efficiency:

That chart is a good reminder that having an ef-
ficiency monster guarantees nothing in the NCAA 
tournament—“We were the No. 1 overall seed 
in 2010,” Self said, “and we ended up screwing 
everything up”—but this team is clearly stronger 
than the non-2010 Kansas flameouts, and it has 
the efficiency profile of a future champion.

According to SI’s research, the average rankings 
in adjusted offensive/defensive/overall efficien-
cy for national champs as they headed into the 
NCAA tournament during the kenpom.com era 
(2002-present) were 13.0/19.3/6.9, and the medi-
an rankings were 5.0/12.5/4.5. The Jayhawks are 
at 7/5/1, one of just two teams (along with Virgin-
ia) that rank in the top 10 in all three categories. 
This has been a wild season, with six different No. 
1 teams in the Associated Press poll, but it will at 
least be an NCAA tournament in which the No. 1 
overall seed is the best fit for the advanced-stats 
profile of a champ:

What that data also shows, though, is that the gap 
between the No. 1 team and the other four prime 
contenders—Virginia, Michigan State, North Car-
olina and Villanova—is not very big at all. The Jay-
hawks are the analytics favorite, but they’re not 
the favorite by much. They’ll still need to separate 
themselves from the good-but-not-historical-
ly-great pack. 

*****

It’s possible that Kansas won’t have to rely exclu-
sively on Uncle Anthony as its spirit animal. The 
Jayhawks are in the process of grooming one 
from within their own roster, because they do 
have a guard capable of leading with boundless 
emotion: Graham, the guy who skipped down the 
court on Saturday night after hitting a big three 
with 15:27 to go in the second half against West 
Virginia, which put Kansas up nine—and the same 
guy who did a low-armed, airplane-style glide, 38 
seconds later, after another three that put KU up 
12. Graham was a game-changer. He made shots 
when the Jayhawks’ offense was otherwise stale 
in the first half; he (often singlehandedly) broke 
the Mountaineers’ intense press with his unflap-
pable ballhandling; he altered the momentum in 
the second half. On a night where his co-point 
guard, Mason, was slowed by a bruised left foot 
and scored just four points, Graham more than 
delivered.

“We always have somebody that steps up,” says 
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Selden, who added 21 points to Graham’s 27. 
“That’s the thing with this team: we’re always 
gonna find somebody.”

Self started seeking out Graham as a potential 
sparkplug in January, three days after an em-
barrassing, 19-point loss at Oklahoma State. The 
coach called a meeting with his four stars—El-
lis, Selden, Mason and Graham—in order to have 
a blunt discussion about how to fix a team that 
had lost three of its previous five games and was 
in danger of letting its 11-year streak of Big 12 
regular-season championships come to an end. 
One of the things Self recalls saying, in so many 
words, was “Frank isn’t gonna be the personality 
of the team. Wayne’s not gonna do it, and Perry’s 
for sure not going to do it, so why don’t you three 
tell Devonte’ that he needs to do it?”

Self believes that maintaining a certain degree of 
looseness around this team is a key to it avoiding 
an early-round knockout in the NCAAs, and Gra-
ham is the Jayhawk who truly exudes looseness. 
He bounded around the court against West Virginia 
with a smile on his face and a shrub of spiky braids 
atop his head, and in the postgame celebration, he 
took a bucket of confetti, pretending it was water, 
and dumped it out over Self’s head. Graham was 
also named the Big 12 tournament’s MVP, which 
gave him the right to make the final scissor-snip of 
the net at the Sprint Center, and wear it around his 
neck—and the credibility to make a convincing 
argument of why Kansas can win it all.

The Jayhawks are the prime contender, Graham 
said, “because we’ve got good guards, we can 
play inside-out, [we’re] athletic, we can knock 
down shots. And we play pretty good defense. 
That’s a pretty good recipe.” Add in Graham’s 
timely infusion of personality, and it looks like 
enough to win it all.

SI.com
Luke Winn
March 13, 2016
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Townsend sets longevity 
mark for KU assistants

Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore
Oct. 7, 2015

Now in his 12th year at KU, Kurtis Townsend is the 
longest-tenured assistant men’s basketball coach 
in school history.

The former Western Kentucky point guard who 
joined Bill Self’s staff in Self’s second season at 
KU, passes Sam Miranda, who worked for Ted 
Owens for 11 seasons. Joe Dooley worked for Self 
for 10 campaigns.

“That is an unbelievable stat considering we’ve 
had so many coaches who coached here a long 
period of time,” Self said. “The success we’ve 
experienced is in large part due to him and his 
ability to recruit and relate to players. Anybody 
who has worked with Kurtis or been around him 
knows there’s nobody better with people than 
K.T.,” Self added.

Townsend — who was born in San Jose, California 
— worked as assistant coach at California, 
Eastern Kentucky, USC, Michigan and Miami prior 
to reporting to duty on Mount Oread.

“I feel blessed every day. I get to drive up Naismith 
Drive and be able to help kids and be part of one of 
the most historic programs in college basketball,” 
Townsend said.

Townsend, who was instrumental in the 
recruitment of Andrew Wiggins, Ben McLemore, 
Brandon Rush, Julian Wright, Sherron Collins and 
Darrell Arthur, knew he’d love working in Allen 
Fieldhouse following a trip here with Cal-Berkeley 
in 1993.

“We had Jason Kidd and Lamond Murray ... we 
had a nice team and they gave it to us (73-56). I 
walked out of Allen Fieldhouse and said, ‘Gosh that 
place is special,’’’ Townsend said. “I did love the 
basketball here and knew working for a person 
like coach Self would be incredible.”

The fieldhouse atmosphere hasn’t disappointed.

“You get chills from the respect the fans have for 
the game of basketball here,” said Townsend, who 
enjoys chatting with others about their experiences 
in KU’s tradition-rich building.

“I talk to kids who played here a lot. Kevin Durant 
says what a thrill it was to play in there. I wish 
I could have played here. That would have been 
cool,” the 1982 WKU grad added. “But I get the 
next best thing, to work with the players and the 
staff here — people I consider family.”

Townsend likes KU so much he’s been selective 
in considering head coaching offers. There have 
been opportunities to move on.

“I’ve talked to coaches who left here who say 
there are a lot of places you go where it isn’t as 
good being a head coach there as it is being an 
assistant here,” Townsend said. “I think there’s a 
lot to be said about that. I will not take a bad job 
now. The winning and what we have going here is 
incredible.”

It’s not just landing key recruits and an NCAA 
title ring in 2008 that has made his stint at KU 
worthwhile.

“Ben McLemore ... seeing what his life was before 
(in poverty in St. Louis as youth) and what he was 
able to become is amazing,” Townsend said. “It 
will be one of the happiest moments I’ve ever 
had when I see Jamari Traylor get his diploma in 
December. From living in cars (in high school) ... 
what he had to overcome ... he’ll have a degree 
at Kansas and have played here. When it is time 
for me to leave, that is the kind of stuff I’ll never 
forget. Some of the most incredible people I’ve 
met in my life I met here. I really do feel blessed.”

--

This, that: D’Aaron Fox, a 6-3 senior point guard 
from Cypress Lakes High in Katy, Texas, who is 
ranked No. 5 nationally by Rivals.com, begins his 
official recruiting visit to KU today, Rivals.com 
reports. Fox, who has visited Louisville and LSU, 
will also visit Kentucky and Arizona before choosing 
a school. He will attend Friday’s Late Night in the 
Phog with No. 2-ranked (by Rivals.com) Harry 
Giles, No. 6 Malik Monk, No. 16 Marques Bolden 
and No. 34 Schnider Herard. ... No. 20-ranked 
Jarrett Allen, a senior forward from Austin, Texas, 
has cut his list to KU, Kentucky, Kansas State, 
Notre Dame, North Carolina, Texas, Houston and 
Indiana, Rivals.com reports. ... KU’s basketball 
players have moved into the $12 million McCarthy 
Hall in time for the big recruiting weekend. “I’m 
just impressed every time I go over there,” KU 
coach Bill Self said recently. The apartment 
complex is a three-story building located south of 
Hoglund Ballpark. The building will house 36 male 
residents in two-bedroom/two-bath and four-
bedroom/ two-bath apartments. Each apartment 

consists of a living room, dining room and full 
kitchen. Other features of the apartment building 
include study rooms and a lounge on each floor, 
a multipurpose room with kitchen, a recreation 
room with pool table and ping pong, media room, 
audio-video access control, and a half-court 
basketball court. It is occupied by 16 basketball 
players, 17 students not affiliated with basketball 
with two beds for guests and one for an RA on the 
lower floor.
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Kansas win over Oklahoma 
is a memorable marathon

ESPN.com
Dana O’Neil
Jan. 4, 2016

LAWRENCE, Kan. — They’ve been playing 
basketball about here for some 100-strange 
years, dating spine to a head coach who, earlier 
in his life, decided placing a ball in a peach basket 
would certainly make for an excellent sport.

And so, in this, an age of short-term memory and 
knee-jerk reactions, to even ponder if this, Kansas’ 
109-106 triple overtime gain over Oklahoma, was 
the very best one played in the hallowed halls of 
Allen Fieldhouse appears borderline blasphemous.

But … exactly what if it was? There has actually 
never ever been a triple overtime game played 
here, never ever one to go a lot more compared to 
two extra stanzas.

And there has actually additionally been only 
one various other three-overtime game played 
between a No. 1 and No. 2 group in Division I 
history. That was spine in 1957, spine as soon as a 
guy named Wilt suited up for Kansas in a national 
championship game versus North Carolina, down 
the highway at Municipal Auditorium in Kansas 
City, Missouri.

So exactly what if? exactly what if it was the one? 
exactly what if the basketball gods sprinkled their 
pixie dust, the stars aligned to look enjoy the Jerry 
West logo, or whatever mystical thing it is that you 
believe in actually occurred, and basketball magic 
happened?

Not simply the right game, However additionally 
the right game in the right place?

“I don’t understand that I’ve ever been a section 
of one better,” Oklahoma coach Lon Kruger said.

The man has actually been about for a while, 
starred themselves in the Big 8, coached at simply 
concerning every rung on the coaching ladder. He 
knows of big games.

So maybe this was it then, the best. It surely 
felt that way. Exactly how numerous times does 
a game Get hold of hyped only to fall in to the 
dreaded dud of every one of duds? (Here’s hoping 
the college football gods are hard at job to make 
certain Alabama’s football group doesn’t do its 

dud-making damnedest in a few days).

Because usually hype is simply that, overblown 
blowharding, a buildup that never ever very 
reaches a crescendo. And frankly sometimes 
overtime games mask regulation dullards, the 
extra stanzas serving as called for doses of 
amnesia.

This game was just great, from suggestion to 
buzzer. Epic comebacks and big plays, as well 
numerous heroes to count every one of packed 
in to a gym that can easily develop atmosphere 
even versus the likes of Pittsburg State. spine in 
1992, Boston Globe columnist Bob Ryan walked in 
to the media room after Christian Laettner strike 
the buzzer-beater for Duke versus Kentucky and 
declared, ‘We’re not worthy.’ Exact same holds 
true here. Kansas once led by 11, Oklahoma 
stretched its advantage to as numerous as 10. 
Regulation ended along with a controversial foul 
call However two missed free throws and the 
initial overtime was knotted by trading 3-pointers.

Here’s every one of you have to know: Buddy 
Hield scored 46 points on 23 shots and played 
54 minutes from a feasible 55. From halftime on, 
Frank Mason III defended him or her concerning 
also as you can easily — and he still scored 24 
more. “If Frank hadn’t defended him, he would 
certainly have actually gone for 60,” Kansas coach 
Bill Self said.

Hield was so good, his shots a combination of 
sweet swish and circus acrobatics, that the 
Kansas followers gave him or her a status ovation 
as soon as he left the court. as soon as asked if 
he’d seen that happen before, Self laughed. “Yeah, 
along with Kevin Durant.”

And yet Hield somehow isn’t the hero.

The hero turned out to be a guy that shot 5-for-
twenty and whose own coach said he didn’t grade 
out terribly well.

The No. 1 vs. No. 2 showdown between top-
ranked Kansas and second-ranked Oklahoma 
didn’t disappoint. It took three overtimes. And as 
soon as it was finally over, it was an old honest 
truth played out: It’s actually hard to beat Kansas 
at Allen Fieldhouse.

Frank Mason won the game along with his wits. 
The sidelines at Allen aren’t roomy, gamers forced 
to inbound along with little space to maneuver. 
along with eight seconds left, as Hield lined up 
to toss the ball in, the officials cautioned Mason 
to push spine the requisite three feet. He obliged 

However when the official handed the ball over, 
Mason took a step in, discovering no one would 
certainly whistle him or her for it.

Self actually coaches that, a little bit of homecourt 
gamesmanship that he figures could come in 
beneficial at some point.

When Hield earned the toss, Mason got a finger 
flick on it, passing the ball essentially spine to 
himself. He drove to the rim, went up and was 
fouled.

“I went every one of in on the deny,” Mason said. 
“I got a deflection and the steal. Craziest game I’ve 
ever been a section of.”

Mason sank the free throws and Hield’s last 
3-pointer of the night, the 15th that he launched in 
the game, came up short.

“I wish I had yet another 3 in the tank,” he said.

Instead his last Skip started the frenzy, a lot more 
cathartic compared to celebration. The followers 
here line up outside of the Kansas locker room 
after every game, compiling behind the blue ropes. 
Armed along with Sharpies and balls or posters to 
sign, they’re simply as happy to offer up a “good 
game” shoutout as soon as their heroes emerge.

It took a special effort to wait the Jayhawks out 
here. It was nearing 11:30 p.m. CT by the time 
the gamers started to walk out, leaving every one 
of However a few dedicated individuals to greet 
them. The followers seemed almost as wrung out 
as the players, emotionally spent from a game 
that not only did no one leave, no one actually sat 
down.

“I’m exhausted,” one woman said to a friend.

And the crazy part, we’re simply obtaining started. 
In the grand scheme of things, this game doesn’t 
mean anything, or at least not yet. No one is 
going to the last Four tomorrow, no one is going 
anywhere except to a much-deserved day off. The 
Big 12 hasn’t been won or lost. Kansas is merely 
13-1, Oklahoma 12-1.

These two groups will certainly tango again on 
Feb. 13 in Norman, Oklahoma. Hield already is 
looking forward to it. So are the Jayhawks.

“We’ll be ready,” Devonte’ Graham said.

There are miles to go between after that and now, 
not to mention the long road that still stretches 
every one of the means to Houston and the 
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national championship game.

“Jan. 4 is as well early for a game enjoy this,” 
said Self, simply as the calendar was concerning 
to switch to Jan. 5.

Then again, as soon as the magical mysticism of 
basketball aligns itself to develop a bit of poetry, 
that cares exactly what the calendar says?

ESPN.com
Dana O’Neil
Jan. 4, 2016
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Kevin Haskin: Singular 
achievement of 2016 title 
also noteworthy for KU
Big 12 logo becomes perfect backdrop 
as Self addresses another hoops title

Topeka Capital-Journal
Kevin Haskin
Feb. 27, 2016

LAWRENCE — Maybe some felt bored among the 
usual sellout Saturday in Allen Fieldhouse.

The opponent, Texas Tech, carried a five-game win 
streak but had never won at Kansas.

The tipoff, at 11 a.m., required the alarm to go off 
on a Saturday.

And the stakes — ho hum — involved another Big 
12 basketball championship, which the Jayhawks, 
of course, grasped by beating the Red Raiders 67-
58.

“I hope our fans appreciate it,” KU coach Bill Self 
said, “because sometimes consistency can be 
boring.”

It can also be telling. In a year when Big 12 
basketball is branded as the best in the country 
outside of what Adam Silver monitors as NBA 
commissioner, the Jayhawks maintained their 
conference choke-hold — a term that applies 
both figuratively and literally.

For years, Big 12 opponents seem to feel more 
pressure snatching the title from Kansas than the 
Jayhawks do retaining it.

This year, the Jayhawks started 5-3 in league 
play. Critics panned KU veterans for folding in 
three straight road defeats. Panned Bill Self for not 
working freshmen Cheick Diallo and Carlton Bragg 
into the rotation. Panned the Jayhawks’ small 
guards for not having the right recruiting pedigree, 
and playing like it.

Yet how did Big 12 opponents respond? In a 
season the Big 12 was considered the best (by far) 
in the land?

Rivals watched as KU again exerted authority.

There was the 27-point uprising by Devonte’ 
Graham at Oklahoma ... the continued surge by 
junior forward Landen Lucas on the boards and on 

defense ... the consistent production of Perry Ellis, 
even as comedians keep poking fun at how old 
the senior looks and await his commercial debuts 
for Cialis.

Aside from all that, however, and much, much 
more, this became yet another KU team 
determined to package Big 12 trophies like donuts 
— by the dozen.

Even the XII logo the Big 12 adopted looked like 
something KU produced as a background promo 
for Self during the coach’s postgame press 
conference Saturday.

“Every team in the country has a goal of winning 
their league. Don’t let anybody kid you,” Self 
said. “There’s a bigger goal of winning a national 
tournament, obviously. But up until now there’s 
nothing bigger than to win your conference in the 
regular season.

“We emphasize it, but we didn’t emphasize it to 
win 12. We emphasized it to win one. The guys did 
it. But sometimes when people talk about winning 
12, I wish they’d talk about winning one, because 
this is a pretty special effort by these guys when 
they were 5-3 (to begin Big 12 play).”

Think about it. The longest streak this season for 
any other Big 12 team in conference play was five, 
by Texas Tech and also Baylor.

Kansas, meanwhile, handles the stress of 
repeating as champions behind a homecourt 
advantage that is second to none.

“It’s just a relief,” senior Ellis said, “and an exciting 
time.”

Yes, a little of both. But hardly boring.

“This feels better than a relief,” Self said. “I’m 
really proud of our kids. They’ve really tried hard 
and they’ve given us what they’ve got for the most 
part.

“Now my concern is to make sure we stay hungry. 
When you make this our goal, can you still stay 
hungry moving forward, and the great teams do.”

Obviously, that has long been Self’s biggest 
challenge. Now, with a program that is coming off 
losses on the first weekend of back-to-back NCAA 
appearances.

Let’s leave that drama for March. The man just 
coached Kansas to a 12th consecutive Big 12 title.

Only UCLA, with 13 consecutive Pac-8 crowns 
from 1967-79 ever sustained more dominance 
over one league in basketball.

This is hardly that era.

Texas Tech coach Tubby Smith, who once coached 
at Tulsa against Self (Oral Roberts) in the same 
town, recognizes the magnitude. As one of the 
trendy picks for Big 12 coach of the year, Smith 
weighed in on whether a similar streak of league 
dominance will ever happen again.

“I doubt it. I didn’t think I’d see it done now,” Smith 
said. “It’s amazing what Bill Self has done. I think 
he should be (Big 12) coach of the year. There’s 
been some banter about me, but he’s done a 
fantastic job.”

Same result for Kansas as the 11 years previous. 
Yet also exceptional when considered as a singular 
achievement in 2016.
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Putting KU basketball’s 
conference title streak into 
perspective

Kansas City Star
Sam Mellinger
Feb. 27, 2016

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Here are some of the most unbreakable records 
held by local athletes or teams
• Jim Ryun’s record is about to turn 50 years old
• The Missouri baseball record is outrageous

One of the most remarkable streaks in major 
sports continues, still, unmatched in its own sport 
over the last 30 years, and with few peers in 
others.

Kansas is assured of at least a share of another 
Big 12 men’s basketball regular-season 
championship, now 12 in a row, a streak that has 
come to define Bill Self’s program and annoy most 
non-KU fans around Kansas City.

By now, those who care (and many who don’t) know 
all the ways to illustrate the accomplishment: Self 
has won more titles than he’s lost games at Allen 
Fieldhouse, the seniors on the first championship 
team (holdovers from Roy Williams) are now 
middle-aged men with kids, and next year’s 
freshman class was in kindergarten when the 
streak started. In November, the fourth presidential 
election since the streak began will take place.

All of which got us thinking about other records, 
and where this Kansas mark ranks. The only rule: 
The mark does not have to be a national record 
but must be held by an athlete or team from 
the Kansas City area. The only other rule: We 
have almost certainly missed something here, 
probably a guy who returned 14 interceptions for 
touchdowns in a half, and we now look forward to 
hearing how wrong we are with this list.

In descending order:
• 10. Jim Ryun’s world record in the 800 meters. 
This one comes with qualifiers — he actually ran 
880 yards, which is 18 feet longer, so his time has 
been converted from 1 minute, 44.9 seconds to 
1:44.3. There are also collegians who’ve run faster 
times outside college competition. But, still. This 
mark turns 50 years old in June.

• 9. Jeff Wolfert, 185 of 185 on extra points at 
Mizzou. Is this cheating? Maybe. But it’s a record 

that can never be broken. According to the Sports-
Reference database, only two other college kickers 
have kicked more extra points without a miss than 
Wolfert, a Blue Valley West graduate.

• 8. Brian Shay, Emporia State, 9,301 career all-
purpose yards. Shay rushed for more yards in his 
last three seasons with the Division II Hornets than 
Ricky Williams did in four years at Texas. Shay’s 
NCAA all-divisions, all-purpose record was broken 
by Villanova’s Brian Westbrook, who went on to 
star in the NFL.

• 7. Shawnee Mission Northwest boys cross 
country’s 14 straight Kansas state championships. 
Maybe you didn’t know the coach with the state’s 
longest championship streak was Van Rose, not 
Bill Self. By the time SM Northwest’s streak ended 
in 2008, it was the second-longest streak on 
record in the country, and the freshmen on that 
team were infants or not yet born when it began.

 
• 6. Wilt Chamberlain, 52 points in a college 
basketball debut for Kansas. This one is a little 
obscure, and done partly in recognition that we 
could fill a top 10 list with all of his records in the 
NBA — 100 points in a game, 50.4 per game in 
a season. In the interest of staying local, we’ll use 
this one from KU, where he averaged 29.9 points 
and 18.3 rebounds.

• 5. Al Oerter’s four Olympic gold medals in the 
discus. Oerter was an athlete at Kansas when his 
streak started, so he’s included here. He won his 
first gold at 19, and his last at 31. Think about it 
like this: Michael Phelps could win a fourth gold 
in the 200 medley and 100 butterfly this summer 
in Rio. But he came out of retirement to do it, and 
would need to do it again in four years, at the age 
of 35, to break the mark shared by Oerter and Carl 
Lewis.

 • 4. Bud Lathrop’s 955 wins as a Missouri high 
school boys basketball coach. Lathrop is now 
coaching part time at East Christian, which is 
not a member of the Missouri State High School 
Activities Association, but is said to be approaching 
1,000 career wins. But just using Lathrop’s 955 
wins achieved mostly at Raytown South, a coach 
would need to average more than 25 wins over 38 
seasons to break it. Last year, only two schools in 
Missouri’s largest class won 25 games.

• 3. Lynette Woodard’s 3,649 career points 
at Kansas. That’s only 18 points shy of Pete 
Maravich’s NCAA Division I men’s record. 
Woodard’s career came before NCAA women’s 
basketball play officially began, so if you’d rather 

use Jackie Stiles’ 3,393 points at what is now 
Missouri State, that’s probably fine, too. Her total 
is higher than every man other than Maravich, too.

• 2. Derrick Thomas’ seven sacks in one NFL 
game. This is one of the more unbreakable 
records in the NFL. In a quarter-century since 
Thomas set the mark, only three men have come 
within a sack and a half — and one of those was 
Thomas (another was former Raytown and Mizzou 
star Aldon Smith). Even in an era of declining 
offensive-line play and dynamic pass rushers, 
Thomas’ mark has hardly been threatened, and 
if nothing else, it’s hard to imagine an opposing 
offensive coordinator not doubling a rusher after a 
while. Of course, Chiefs fans of a certain age will 
remember the sack Thomas didn’t get at the end 
of that game in 1990.

• 1. Missouri baseball, 0.65 team ERA in 1964. 
Absurd, right? Last year, UCLA led the country 
with a 2.17 ERA. On average, it took the ’64 
Tigers four games to give up 2.17 earned runs. 
Those were wood bats back then, so there is not a 
direct comparison, and the mark is something like 
college’s version of Cy Young’s 511 wins — a sign 
of a different time, and a mark likely to live longer 
than any of us.

Honorable mention:
• Gary Spani’s 543 career tackles at K-State. 
Spani was also the Chiefs’ career tackles leader 
until Derrick Johnson broke his mark last fall. 
The FBS record of 545 is held by Northwestern’s 
Tim McGarigle, but tackles weren’t an official 
NCAA stat until 2000. Ohio State’s Marcus Marek 
collected 572 tackles during 1979-82.

• Harry Ice’s 30 yards per carry in a game. This 
one’s a little obscure, but the Missouri back rushed 
for 240 yards in eight carries against Kansas in 
1941. If we set a minimum of five carries in a 
game, it’s hard to imagine this one being broken 
soon.

• Steve Balboni’s 36 home runs for the Royals 
in 1985. OK, just kidding. But baseball’s lowest 
franchise single-season home-run mark is 30 
years old.

• George Brett’s 3,154 hits with the Royals. A 
complete list of the players with more hits with one 
franchise: Pete Rose, Ty Cobb, Hank Aaron, Willie 
Mays, Derek Jeter, Stan Musial, Carl Yastrzemski, 
and Cal Ripken. Good list.
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Fine-tuned: Bragg provides 
Late Night highlight

Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore 
Oct. 10, 2015

That wasn’t Billy Joel, Elton John or Stevie Wonder 
dressed in black coat, white shirt, jeans and 
black shoes and sitting in front of a black grand 
piano under a spotlight at center court of Allen 
Fieldhouse on Friday night.

No, on this occasion, the Late Night in the 
Phog performing artist was 6-foot-9 freshman 
basketball forward Carlton Bragg, who played 
a medley of songs for 15,500 adoring fans who 
actually swayed and sang along with the Bill 
Withers number, “Lean on Me.”

“I would say John Legend,” Bragg said with a 
smile, asked who his music most resembles.

“Ha ha ... I can’t play as good as him. I’m learning,” 
added Bragg, who credited a friend on campus 
named “Chance” for teaching him his assortment 
of tunes.

“I don’t sing. If I could sing, that would have been 
really amazing,” added the Cleveland native, who 
insisted he was “nervous, really nervous.”

About 45 minutes after his performance, Bragg 
calmly hit a 12-foot jump shot and finished a 
reverse alley-oop dunk off a pass from Devonté 
Graham in his Crimson team’s 36-31 scrimmage 
victory over the Blue squad.

“He can’t read music, but he can play by ear, which 
is a pretty good gift to have,” KU coach Bill Self 
said. “I told him he should do that (perform at Late 
Night) when I heard him play over in South Korea 
(in free time at World University Games). I didn’t 
know he was that good. He did a nice job. That 
was a lot of pressure. He has a great disposition. 
He’s going to be a fan favorite.”

He’s also not going to be at KU four years, Self 
said, noting the NBA is in Bragg’s future.

“He’s going to be able to go (to pros early). You 
can’t tell by that. That was awful tonight,” Self 
said of the sloppy scrimmage which was led by 
Perry Ellis and Jamari Traylor, who had 12 and 
nine points, respectively. Svi Mykhailiuk had eight. 
“Carlton can shoot it, pass it. He’s going to be 
strong. He’s a good athlete, has size, length and 

great feel. There’s nothing I think that kid won’t be 
able to do in a couple years here.”

The highlight of the night — hoops-wise — might 
not have come in the 15-minute scrimmage, 
but when staff member Brennan Bechard hit a 
halfcourt shot to win $10,000 for Jerrod Martin 
Castro, a KU sophomore from Topeka. Castro in a 
promotion had the option of shooting himself or 
letting anyone in the building shoot from midcourt. 
Former KU player Bechard came through and 
swished his second of two official attempts.

Former KU player Darnell Jackson missed a pair 
of halfcourt shots when trying to win $10,000 for 
a female contestant. KU coach Self wrote Castro a 
check from his own bank account on the spot after 
Bechard and Castro hugged and the Jayhawk 
players mobbed both in a dogpile on the court.

“I see him shoot them in all the time,” Self said 
of ex-Jayhawk player Bechard. “He, Tyler (Self) 
and Evan (Manning) are by far the best halfcourt 
shooters we have. They have contests after every 
practice. I guess if you are going to be known for 
something, I guess making a halfcourt shot after 
practice is OK to be known for. Brennan ... I’d pick 
him every time,” Self added, noting, “I was happy 
for Jerrod. That’s why we did it to hopefully give 
someone a fun night.”

Earlier, Self caused the fieldhouse to erupt in 
applause when he told the fans in a speech: “We 
cut down nets in 2008. We got real close in ’12. 
We’ve not been back to the Final Four for three 
years. Guys ... if things fall right, this could be our 
year. Rock Chalk!”

In the scrimmage, freshman forward Cheick Diallo 
put down a pair of dunks, including one off a 
strong drive down the lane.

“He’s strong, athletic, a very good player. He’s 
going to be special,” Bragg said.

Noted Self: “He didn’t play very well. Cheick has 
so much to learn, and it’s fine if you screw up. 
The way he screwed up was just by not playing, 
trying to do stuff he’s not ready to do. He gets the 
rebound, he will never be a guy to go coast to 
coast, at least right now. He knows.”

Bridges honored: A moment of silence was held 
at 8:07 p.m. for former KU All-America forward Bill 
Bridges, who died recently following a bout with 
cancer. A spotlight was directed to Bridges’ jersey 
banner 32 in the south rafters.

Filling it up: The fieldhouse was basically full for 
Late Night, with just a few seats available in the 
corners. The doors opened for students at 4:30 
p.m.

The students walked briskly through their normal 
northeast corner entrance. Reporters didn’t notice 
any incidents, but some students complained on 
Twitter about being shoved and pushed.

There was some confusion initially as thousands 
of students sat lower level, east side. They were 
supposed to sit in the areas they normally sit in 
at games. After thousands were seated, ushers 
directed them to a section above the northwest 
tunnel. At least a couple students were upset on 
Twitter concerning the switch. The north end zone 
was reserved seating for current KU student-
athletes. Students not on KU teams sat in the 
south end zone.

The fans watched the Royals game on the video 
board, erupting in joy after the final out of a series-
tying ALDS win over the Astros.

Tidbits: KU football coach David Beaty spoke to 
the crowd, praising both Self and women’s coach 
Brandon Schneider. ...

... Former KU forward Markieff Morris of the 
Phoenix Suns and ESPN’s Jay Bilas spoke via video 
on the center scoreboard about KU’s tradition and 
Allen Fieldhouse. ... Self took part in a couple of 
taped skits, playing Bill Self KU basketball coach 
vs. Bill Self nerdy graduate assistant at KU. ...

... There was dancing and lip-synching by the KU 
players, Evan Manning and Hunter Mickelson lip-
synching to “Boot Scootin Boogie.”
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Tom Keegan: Carlton 
Bragg following Perry Ellis’ 
development path

Lawrence Journal-World
Tom Keegan
March 11, 2016

Kansas City, Mo — Nobody who saw Perry Ellis 
blossom at the Big 12 Tournament three years 
ago is surprised that he is on the brink of winning 
tourney Most Outstanding Player honors if KU can 
take the crown Saturday night at Sprint Center.

Ellis scored 20 points, leading Kansas to a 70-66, 
fall-from-way-ahead victory Friday night against 
Baylor, a day after scoring 21 in a blowout victory 
against Kansas State. 

College basketball wasn’t always as easy as 
Ellis, a McDonald’s All-American from Wichita, 
has made it look lately. For stretches during his 
freshman season, he looked lost, not unlike 
current freshman forward Carlton Bragg Jr.

Then the Big 12 Tournament hit in 2013 and Ellis 
looked like he belonged, averaging 14.3 points 
and 6.3 rebounds in the three victories. Bragg, 
whose college career likely will last two or three 
years and and not four, is having his coming out 
party on the same Sprint Center floor as Ellis did 
three years ago.

Bragg had just one double-figures scoring output, 
10 points at home vs. TCU, during the regular 
season. Now he has three.

Bragg fouled out in 11 minutes and scored 12 
points in Thursday’s blowout victory against 
Kansas State and followed that with 10 points, 
seven rebounds and four fouls in 10 minutes 
against Baylor. That’s 22 points in 21 minutes. Not 
bad for a freshman.

Bragg’s big back-to-back games made Ellis look 
back a few years.

“Oh, man, it was great,” Ellis said of his first Big 
12 postseason. “I remember playing with a lot of 
confidence. That was probably when I first started 
playing with a lot of confidence. I remember the 
crowd cheering my name and it just kind of pushed 
me forward and made me confident in myself.”

All 10 of Bragg’s points came in seven second-half 
minutes.

“I definitely see that with Carlton,” Ellis said 
of the Big 12 tourney growing the freshman’s 
confidence. “He’s playing great. He’s going to be 
a great player. He just needs to keep that same 
attitude.”

A McDonald’s All-American, Bragg has had 
trouble cracking the rotation, but coach Bill Self 
is showing more trust in him, even though his 
defensive development lags far behind his scoring 
value.

Self brought Bragg to the podium after the K-State 
game and joked it might have been the first time 
he had given that sort of exposure to player who 
had just finished a game without getting a single 
rebound.

Even when he’s drawing laughs, there is a 
coaching purpose behind Self’s words.

“I took that personally and came in here today 
and tried to get as many rebounds as possible,” 
said Bragg, who had seven boards. “I was kind of 
looking at coach, saying, ‘Yeah!’ Even though he’s 
joking, I still take it personally. When he says stuff, 
I want to prove him wrong.”

Two of his points came when Devonté Graham 
threw a long-distance lob on the fast break. 
Graham looks for Bragg in multiple spots on the 
floor. Bragg made two threes in the Big 12 tourney 
opener and has a lethal mid-range shot.

“Carlton’s always been able to do that,” Graham 
said of scoring at a rapid rate. “He does that in 
practice a lot. He’s had confidence in practice, 
knocking down shots. We’ve just been telling 
him if you’re wide open, shoot the ball. Just let 
it ride. He knocked ‘em down and that’s a good 
confidence boost for him.”

Bragg said several teammates shared with him 
tales of their struggles as freshmen, told him to 
be patient and as the year progressed, told him to 
look to shoot more in games.

“In practice I was shooting and making it 
consistently,” Bragg said. “Coming into the games, 
especially coming into this tournament, Jamari 
told me, ‘Let it fly. Just be yourself.’ So I did.”

It’s working out for him and the team. His scoring 
punch off the bench will come in handy during the 
tournament.

“I’m having the time of my life,” Bragg said. 
“We’re winning. We’re playing great basketball 

and I’m getting a lot of minutes.”

Bragg will get more minutes if he can figure out 
how to defend better, and if guards lending quick 
hands can mask his deficiencies at that end.

Making it clear he was not singling out Bragg, 
rather talking about all post players, Graham 
explained how guards can help.

“We have to start clogging the paint up more,” 
Graham said. “We can’t just leave him down there 
on an island. We can’t let the post man take four 
or five dribbles to a spin move and lay a ball up. 
Somebody has to come steal the ball from him if 
he’s making all those moves.”

Keeping Bragg’s scoring punch on the floor 
will help to motivate the guards to camouflage 
defensive flaws shared by most freshmen.
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NCAA clears Kansas 
freshman Cheick Diallo to 
play

USA Today
Nicole Auerbach
Nov. 25, 2015

After months of eligibility limbo regarding its 
prized freshman, Kansas is finally set to play with 
freshman Cheick Diallo.

The NCAA announced Wednesday that Diallo is 
eligible to compete on Dec. 1. He will have missed 
a total of five college basketball games, to offset 
what the NCAA found and determined to be a 
limited amount of extra benefits.

The delay in the NCAA investigation centered on 
Diallo’s academic eligibility. Kansas submitted 
new information to the NCAA on Nov. 20, including 
an “independent review” of Diallo’s classwork, the 
NCAA said.

“Our goal is to have eligibility decisions made prior 
to the start of a student-athlete’s season,” Oliver 
Luck, NCAA executive vice president of regulatory 
affairs, said in a statement. “However, this 
was a complicated case involving international 
transcripts and a high school that remains under 
review. Additionally, staff considered a complex 
set of circumstances regarding amateurism.”

Kansas ahletics director Sheahon Zenger said 
called the NCAA’s conclusion “fair” in a statement 
released Wednesday.

Diallo, who was born and brought up in Kayes, 
Mali, provides a unique skillset for the Jayhawks 
as an agile 6-10 power forward. He was a five-star 
recruit in the class of 2015 (rated No. 4 overall by 
247 Sports, No. 5 by Rivals, and No. 7 by ESPN) 
and was named the MVP of the McDonald’s All-
American game.

Also Wednesday, the NCAA cleared St. John’s 
freshman forward Kassoum Yakwe, a top-100 
prospect in the 2015 high school recruiting class, 
to begin play immediately. The Red Storm next 
plays Dec. 2 vs. Fordham.
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Kansas freshman Cheick 
Diallo has taken a giant leap 
in life

Kansas City Star
Rustin Dodd
Dec. 12, 2015

HIGHLIGHTS 
• KU freshman from Mali had to learn more than 
just a game in a short period of time
• Two years after picking up a basketball, he 
headed to high school in America
• He almost quit and returned home, but now 
doesn’t want to let go of his opportunity

Imagine a 15-year-old child, a lone figure standing 
outside an airport in the West African city of 
Bamako, Mali. He is toting one duffel bag and only 
the clothes on his back, no coat for the frigid New 
York winter and no backpack for classes at his 
new American high school. He is tall and skinny 
with a boyish face and pointy shoulders and a 
mouth that, on instinct, will form a wide smile.

On this day, however, the morning of Feb. 11, 
2012, Cheick Diallo can barely muster one.

Three weeks earlier, his journey had begun. He had 
boarded a bus in his hometown of Kayes, a small 
city in the west of Mali, and traversed 14 hours to 
Bamako, the capital city of nearly 2 million, where 
he was taking classes as a high school freshman. 
It was, in most respects, a holding pattern. For 
months, he had waited for a student visa, his 
pathway to a new life in America, an opportunity 
to chase a basketball dream.

He had little time to waste. Soon, Bamako would 
be gripped by war. A collection of soldiers would 
stage a coup d’etat, attacking the presidential 
palace in Bamako and sending the city into 
lockdown.

“If I was still there for like two weeks or three 
weeks, I’m not going to be here today,” Diallo says 
now. “You could not go anywhere. It was a war.”

Finally, the paperwork went through. Diallo’s 
father booked his son a flight to New York and 
told Cheick he needed to leave now. Two days 
later, Diallo stood on the curb at Bamako-Sénou 
International Airport.

Imagine a 15-year-old child, spending days in 
airports, flying across the world, standing alone 

in the international terminal at John F. Kennedy 
Airport in New York.

Imagine Cheick Diallo, speaking no English, 
having no coat to protect him from the cold, just 
two years from picking up a basketball, meeting 
a high school coach in front of the airport and 
heading east to Long Island.

--

By now, you know a little bit about Cheick Diallo, 
the freshman big man turned sympathetic figure 
after a long and contentious clash with the NCAA. 
You know about his eligibility fight — complete 
with its own hashtag, #FreeDiallo — and the 
potential in his longish 6-foot-9 frame, the talent 
flashed during his college debut against Loyola 
(Md.) on Dec. 1. You know how his presence might 
change the Kansas men’s basketball team, a 
missing piece transforming the Jayhawks into a 
possible NCAA title favorite.

But four years ago, few saw this future for Diallo, 
the fifth son of a middle-class utilities worker in 
Mali. He was a gangly teenager who focused on 
basketball when he became too tall to play soccer. 
He was an athletic specimen who could use his 
potential as collateral for an American education, 
and if he was lucky, maybe play for a low-level 
Division I school some day.

“We never thought for a second that Cheick 
was going to be this big,” says Tidiane Drame, a 
Malian-American turned amateur basketball scout 
and talent broker who discovered Diallo four years 
ago.

“I was garbage,” Diallo says. “I was not even 
good.”

It’s a Wednesday in early December, the day after 
Diallo’s season debut, and he is sitting inside 
the players’ lounge at Allen Fieldhouse, leaning 
forward in a plush leather recliner. The NCAA 
drama is behind him now, and he is ready to tell 
his story, how he grew to become one of the most 
intriguing players in college hoops.

It is the story of Diallo telephoning Drame, his 
mentor and handler, during his first months in the 
United States, begging to quit and go home. It is 
the story of Diallo, nearly four years later, showing 
up 15 minutes early to everything — from summer 
tutoring sessions, to practice, to even an interview 
for this story — because, well, he’s wired that 
way. He’s a 19-year-old who spends his nights 
peppering Bill Self with text messages, looking 
for ways to improve. He is also a growing talent 

who fills up his Instagram account with quotes 
from his chosen sages, from Nelson Mandela to 
Gregg Popovich. The reason? Why take any of this 
for granted.

“That’s the dream — to come here,” Diallo says. 
“Every African kid, if you start playing basketball, 
its the first thing in your mind: I want to come to 
the United States. That’s it. That’s what you think. 
So as soon I started playing basketball, I said: ‘One 
day, I want to come here.’

“As soon as I got the opportunity, I said: ‘I know 
exactly why I’m here. I don’t want to let it go.’ ”

--

The tip came in the early months of 2011. Well, in 
hindsight, you could call it a tip. But at the time, 
Tidiane Drame says, it was more like a request.

He had arrived home in Bamako, Mali, for his 
fifth annual summer basketball camp. Standing 
5 feet 11 with roundish cheeks and a friendly 
smile, Drame hardly looks the part of a serious 
basketball coach or scout. He never played the 
sport at a high level. He was introduced to the 
sport like most African kids, by watching the NBA 
in the late 1980s and early ’90s.

Drame, who grew up in an affluent family, came to 
America in his early 20s to finish a college degree 
at Mercer University in Atlanta. The American 
education would open doors, and Drame would 
eventually settle in Northern California. In 2007, 
he had launched a summer basketball camp as 
part of a broader mission to help kids in his native 
country through his Mali Hope Foundation.

“That’s how the whole thing started,” Drame says.

In the beginning, Drame says, the goal wasn’t to 
mine the country for future basketball stars. But 
in a country of 14 million people, yes, there were 
young boys and girls with basketball skills and 
athletic potential. There were kids, in other words, 
who could use basketball to pay for an American 
education.

“In Mali, we have a lot of private schools,” Drame 
said. “But if your family doesn’t have the money 
to send you to private school, you’re going to be 
left behind.”

By the summer of 2011, Drame was prepping for 
another camp. In grassroots basketball circles, 
Drame had become known as the self-anointed 
“King of Mali,” a man with an instinct for finding 
players. He scored a sponsorship from Under 
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Armour and enlisted American high school coaches 
to travel to Africa and teach fundamentals. As the 
camp loomed, his uncle approached him with the 
name of his best friend’s 14-year-old son.

Cheick Diallo was tall and raw. Drame remembers 
his slight frame and his awkward movements, 
like somebody fumbling around in the darkness. 
From the start, Drame says, helping Cheick felt 
like helping a family member. And, well, the kid 
did have some size.

“I watched him a little bit,” Drame says. “And I 
invited him the next day to my camp.”

--

In the months after attending Drame’s camp, 
Cheick Diallo sat down with his parents, Mamadou 
and Ramata, for a family discussion. Drame 
had broached the idea of sending Diallo to an 
American high school. The family, Diallo says, was 
split about sending their youngest son halfway 
across the world.

“I’m the baby of the my family,” Diallo says. “So 
my mom said, ‘No, Cheick.’ I don’t want you to go 
to the United States. I said: ‘No, everything will be 
fine.’ She said, ‘No, I don’t want you to go.’

“But my dad said, ‘Cheick you gotta go.’ ”

Years earlier, Mamadou Diallo, 6-foot-4 with 
the body of an athlete, had been a competitive 
handball player in Mali. He had settled in Kayes, a 
important transport hub in West Africa, and found 
work at a local utilities company, dealing with the 
local water supply. The family would eventually 
grow to include five boys, who on most days could 
be found playing soccer at a local field.

“Wake up, eat breakfast, go play soccer all day,” 
says Diallo, who idolized German midfielder 
Michael Ballack.

By 2010, though, Mamadou Diallo began to worry. 
His son was growing, closing in on 6-3 at age 13, 
and soccer was no sport for a giant. Madamou 
came to his Cheick with an idea:

“OK, Cheick,” Mamadou said. “You need to choose 
new sport. You’re getting too tall.”

In Mali, basketball has long had an intriguing 
relationship with the populace. In the 1990s and 
2000s, the women’s national team solidified itself 
as an African power — so much so, in fact, that 
Diallo associated the sport with women as a child.

In Africa, though, soccer remains king; basketball 
is a growing sport, the fuse lit by the globalization 
of the NBA, a proliferation of media and the 
Internet. As a boy, Diallo remembers staying up 
late, watching live NBA games that came on at 1 
a.m. In Mali, Diallo says, Michael Jordan remains 
a household name, even if younger players today 
were barely alive when he retired for the final time 
in 2003.

“I didn’t really know who was Michael Jordan,” 
Diallo says. “But as soon as I started playing 
basketball, I said: ‘Wow, that’s Michael Jordan? I 
want to be like him.’ ”

By the winter of 2012, Diallo had been playing 
basketball for nearly two years. The transfer to 
Our Savior New American, in Centereach, N.Y., a 
hamlet about 60 miles east of New York City, was 
set.

In a matter of months, he would be in America. As 
Diallo pondered his future, he spoke to his parents 
in his native language, Bambara. At school, he 
would speak French. At other times, he was 
exposed to a collection of other tribal languages.

Well, Diallo thought, I guess it’s time to learn 
English.

--

“Damn, can I go back?”

In the spring of 2012, Tidiane Drame picked up a 
phone and heard a teenager’s voice on the other 
end. It was Cheick. He was crying.

Diallo had been living in New York for a few 
months with his host parents, Mike and Cathy 
Fortunato, a couple in Coram, not far from school. 
After arriving in February, he joined the basketball 
team, but played less than one minute per game 
as a freshman. Diallo enrolled in hours of English-
as-a-second-language courses, but for months 
he lacked the ability to converse with others. The 
semester was isolating.

He imagined returning home to Mali. He toted a 
cell phone with him everywhere, using Google 
Translate to help him survive the day.

“I just wanted people to know exactly what I want 
to say,” Diallo says. “But it’s hard.”

As Drame listened to Diallo’s frustration, he could 
relate. Years earlier, he had come to America 
and experienced the same feelings of isolation. 
You want to fit in, Drame explained, but you are 

different.

“No,” Drame told Diallo, “you cannot go back.”

Diallo found other ways to cope. He would speak 
French with his foreign teammates. To help learn 
English, he listened to American rap music — Lil 
Wayne and Kanye West — and watched American 
movies. He particularly liked “The Blind Side,” the 
story of Michael Oher, a top high school football 
recruit who is taken in by an affluent family. A few 
years later, a KU staffer would ask Diallo to name 
his favorite American sports movies.

“The one with ‘Big Mike,’ ” Diallo responded.

Diallo also would spend hours inside the gym. 
He was mesmerized by the sight and feel of real 
snow. (“Just like on TV,” he says.) He found an 
older mentor in teammate Chris Obekpa, a shot-
blocking center from Nigeria who would sign with 
St. John’s.

During his first month on the team, Diallo says, 
he’d match up against Obekpa during practices 
and one-on-one scrimmages.

“I thought I was really good,” Diallo says. “But I 
was not. Every shot I took is blocked. Everything 
is blocked.”

Diallo was a blank canvas. Obekpa was the model. 
Diallo watched Obekpa play defense, imagining 
moves that would work, then trying them out 
during practice.

“I was watching him every day,” Diallo says. 
“That’s what I got to do.”

In the summers, Diallo began playing for Team 
Scan, a Nike-sponsored AAU program based 
in New York City. The experience expedited his 
growth.

“He has a motor that you might see once in a 
lifetime,” says Terrance “Munch” Williams, the 
head coach of what is now known as the PSA 
Cardinals organization.

By his sophomore season, Drame realized his 
expectations for Diallo were evolving. One night, 
Drame phoned Diallo, who had been stressing 
about a high school course and staying up until 
close to 2 or 3 a.m. to study.

“Cheick,” Drame told him, “you have to sleep.”

“I said, ‘This kid works so hard,’” Drame says now.
--
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In the weeks after arriving in Lawrence last 
summer, Cheick Diallo headed off campus and 
slipped inside The Salty Iguana, a Mexican 
restaurant on the west edge of town.

Even after three years in America, Diallo had never 
taken a liking to traditional fast food. Too much 
salt. So as Diallo dined with some KU staffers, he 
asked for a specialty order: A plate with just steak 
and rice, piled high. Lots of steak and rice.

Around the KU basketball offices, the meal became 
known as the “Triple Diallo,” a staple of his first 
summer in Lawrence, a “Cheick story” that soon 
joined a list of others. When Diallo arrived on the 
KU campus, the rest of the Kansas basketball 
program was in South Korea for the World 
University Games. It was a quiet introduction to 
college, and Diallo passed the time by working out 
with strength coach Andrea Hudy and enrolling in 
summer classes. On most days, he camped out 
with KU’s academic staff. One Saturday, Diallo 
says, he called a tutor, asking if they could meet.

“No, Cheick,” the tutor said, “It’s Saturday. Take 
the day off.”

“He’s one of the best role models we’ve had,” Self 
says, “because nobody — nobody since I’ve been 
here, for 13 years — tries harder academically 
than he does. Nobody.”

The last part is perhaps a little ironic. It was a 
review of Diallo’s academics, of course, that 
delayed the start of his freshman season. To 
Diallo, the whole process is still confusing. His 
high school was under review by the NCAA, but 
what did that have to do with him? He still did 
the work. And then the NCAA suspended him five 
games for accepting “extra benefits” from Drame, 
his legal guardian.

“I’m kind of mad …” Diallo says. “I don’t even 
know what I did.”

--

On a Tuesday in December, Tidiane Drame sat 
inside a quiet coffee shop in Lawrence. In six 
hours, Diallo finally would make his college debut. 
Drame would take his seat in Allen Fieldhouse 
and watch Diallo score 13 points and grab six 
rebounds against Loyola (Md.).

Drame had come from his home in Richmond, 
Calif., to check in on Diallo, and he was still 
steaming over the NCAA’s decision to suspend 
Diallo for purportedly taking extra benefits.

During the investigation, the NCAA had labeled 
Drame as an “agent,” questioning his relationship 
with Diallo and other players he has helped bring 
to the United States, including St. John’s freshman 
Kassoum Yakwe, who also attended Our Savior 
New American. The benefits in question — which 
led to Diallo’s five-game suspension — came in 
the weeks before Drame officially became Diallo’s 
guardian. According to Drame, they included 
payment of a cell-phone bill, a trip to Wal-Mart and 
some travel expenses. The total: $165.

Drame insists that his motives are pure, that he 
started his foundation to help kids, that nobody 
from the NCAA was all that suspicious when the 
players he helped ended up at junior college or the 
low Division I level.

“I’ve been doing that for (almost) a decade,” 
Drame said, speaking of his foundation. “Do you 
think I would wait a decade for someone to go 
pro? I might be the worst businessman in the 
world. That’s ridiculous.”

The day after his debut, Cheick Diallo was back 
inside the players’ lounge in the Kansas locker 
room, relaxing in a recliner. He pulled out his cell 
phone: There was something he wanted to share.

During the next four months, Diallo could become 
the linchpin member of this Kansas team, the most 
complete Jayhawks squad in five years. He could 
grow into the rim protector that Self covets, the 
defensive anchor that Kansas needs, the inside 
presence this program has been missing for the 
last two seasons.

If all goes as planned, Diallo will help the Jayhawks 
to the Final Four in April and then ponder a jump 
to the NBA Draft. Already, he says, people ask him 
when he will leave. For now, he is not sure.

“In my opinion,” Diallo says. “I don’t really think 
about whether I want to stay here for two or three 
years, because in my opinion, maximum is two. 
Maximum. I’m not going to stay here for three.”

That’s the future, though. This is the present. Diallo 
holds up his cell phone and pulls up his Twitter 
account. He wants to show you the words on his 
bio.

“Don’t ever forget where you come from,” he 
reads aloud, He speaks softly, with his high-
pitched accent punctuating the sentence.

Sometimes people ask why he plays so hard, Diallo 
says, why he shows up early for tutoring sessions, 
why he texts his head coach late at night, asking 

for advice. Sometimes, Diallo says, he will say he 
does not know the answer. This is just who he is. 
But that’s not totally true.

The real answer begins with a skinny teenager, 
standing on a curb, preparing to board a plane in 
Bamako. When you come from where he came 
from, Diallo says, when you have a chance to 
dream, you don’t want to let it go.

“Don’t ever forget where you come from,” he says. 
“That’s it. Don’t ever forget where you come from. 
That’s the key. That’s my mind. I don’t want to 
forget where I come from.”

Kansas City Star
Rustin Dodd
Dec. 12, 2015
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Bob Lutz: Perry Ellis has 
made a strong impression 
on those from his past

Wichita Eagle
Bob Lutz
Nov. 6, 2015

It doesn’t matter who you talk to about Perry Ellis, 
they say the same things. And they express the 
same admiration and appreciation for a young 
man who has grown up just as they thought he 
would.

Ellis is Kansas’ 6-foot-8 senior forward. The 
journey from Mueller Elementary to Brooks Middle 
School to Heights High to KU has been incredible. 
From a man among boys as a young basketball 
player, to a four-time state champion and All-State 
player at Heights, to a McDonald’s All-American 
his senior year, to carrying a 4.0 grade-point 
average and to now being a potential player of the 
year in the Big 12.

Basketball, though, doesn’t begin to tell his story. 
It’s one told best by those who have known him 
the longest, who don’t necessarily see him as an 
athlete first and foremost and who appreciate all 
of Ellis’ unique qualities and are amazed that his 
great amount of success on the basketball floor 
and in the classroom haven’t changed him one 
iota.

Let’s start when Ellis was in kindergarten at 
Mueller. His teacher, Carolyn Bryant, talks about 
him in the way KU coach Bill Self might today.

“He was a really hard worker, self-disciplined,” 
said Bryant, who taught for 28 years before 
retiring, 22 of them in kindergarten. “In him, I saw 
a little boy who was really analyzing what was 
going on around him. You’d see a very studied, 
focused look in his eyes and on his face, the same 
look you see when he’s on the basketball court 
now.”

Bryant, who went to see Ellis play a game at 
Kansas two seasons ago, said it was a thrill to see 
him play and to talk to him briefly the next day 
before a practice at Allen Fieldhouse.

“I got a great big hug and I told him how I heard 
about all the wonderful things he was doing both 
on the court and in the classroom. And he said he 
was just trying his best. I could still hear in his 
voice that desire to do well, to please everyone 

and to do well.”

Troy Franklin is another big Ellis fan. He’s a barber 
and has been cutting Ellis’ hair since he was 5.

“Like a son to me,” said Franklin, who owns 
Franklin’s Barber and Beauty Salon on North 
Hillside. “He started playing basketball with my 
son when they were really young and Perry is just 
a special young man. He’s not selfish and he never 
thinks about himself first.”

Even as a young player, Franklin said, Ellis would 
look to pass first, even though he was significantly 
taller and more skilled than the players he was 
playing with and against.

“He’d bring the ball up the floor and be more 
interested in getting it to the other players than 
shooting it himself,” Franklin said. “Most kids with 
that ability and who are a foot taller than the other 
kids want to be the man, but that’s not something 
Perry ever wanted.”

Ellis has been running from the spotlight for years, 
but it continues to chase him. He’s one of the 
best players in the history of Kansas high school 
basketball and the leading scorer and rebounder 
last season for KU. He could do with his fame 
whatever he wanted.

And he chooses to play video games and to stay 
away from the nightlife and party atmosphere that 
get so many college athletes who grapple with 
fame into trouble.

Perry is Perry, those who know him say again and 
again. He’s genuine with no pretense. There is a 
simplicity to his nature that defies the obvious 
complexity of his personality. You can’t be this 
smart without having some complexity.

“He likes to talk about PlayStation and Xbox,” 
Franklin said. “He’s kind of a gamer. He talks about 
school, too, and his different professors. He’s 
really, really quiet but if you get to know him he 
opens up. He feels comfortable here at the barber 
shop. We call him P. Everybody says, ‘Hey, P.’ ”

Caroline Sharpe retired in 2012 after 35 years 
as school secretary at Mueller. She’s seen 
generations of kids go through that school and 
Ellis sticks out.

“When people write about him, they often use the 
words modest and kind to describe him,” Sharpe 
said. “Some say he’s not aggressive, which he 
is not. He’s a gentle soul and always has been. 
As a child he always wanted to please, but our 

students sometimes lose that when they get into 
intermediate grades. But our Perry, he always 
wanted to please. I think the best thing about Perry 
is that he answers to a much deeper voice than 
most of us. He’s a very Christian person and that’s 
what he follows. He doesn’t just talk the talk, he 
really is just that kind.”

The knock on Ellis — and knocks aren’t easy to 
find — is that he has lacked the combative nature 
some think necessary to play sports. He was able 
to get by on talent and skill alone.

But anybody who is watching has seen Ellis 
continue to develop his game in many ways, 
including a more aggressive style at Kansas.

Self has said it was not easy to get Ellis to play 
with more abandon, but everyone is past that now. 
Ellis is as tenacious on the basketball floor as he 
is mellow off.

“But he still doesn’t give himself enough credit,” 
Sharpe said. “That humility is so real. It’s been real 
all of his life.”

Former Heights English teacher Monica Talbott, 
who is now at East, has nothing to contradict what 
everyone else says about Ellis.

“In my class he was very humble, very quiet,” she 
said. “You wouldn’t have any idea that he was 
Perry Ellis because he tried to shy away from the 
limelight. I used to tease him all the time that if he 
wanted to blend into the crowd, he shouldn’t have 
been born 12 feet tall.”

Talbott remembers talking to Ellis’ mother, Fonda, 
after Perry’s junior year. Talbott thought it would 
be a good idea for Ellis to run for some type of 
office in the National Honor Society so that he 
could become known for something other than 
basketball.

As you might imagine, Ellis resisted. Running for 
office would mean giving a speech in front of NHS 
members to express why he was doing so.

“He made it through,” Talbott said. “Then he 
started doing different volunteer work, going to 
elementary schools to read to kids. It was really 
uncharacteristic for Perry. And now, watching him 
at KU, he’s really coming out of his shell.”

There’s another story Talbott tells about Ellis that 
gives more insight. Her class read “Of Mice and 
Men” and were asked to do a project on the book.

Ellis decided to write, record and perform a song 
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about Lennie Small, one of the main characters.

“My jaw dropped,” Talbott said.

Ellis handed her a flash drive that stored his 
performance. He was too shy to perform live in 
front of the class and asked Talbott if he could go 
into the hallway while she played his performance.

It turned out well.

“Perry is a thinker and a planner and that kid’s 
work ethic . . . it’s something,” Talbott said.

Perry’s friend, Terrence Moore, has known him 
since they were 7 or 8, he said. They played 
basketball against one another, then were 
teammates for four years at Heights.

“We’re total opposites,” said Moore, a senior 
guard at Emporia State. “But if you get to really 
know him, Perry’s definitely not that quiet. He 
has a goofy personality and there are little inside 
jokes we have had over the years. He’s just 
uncomfortable with the spotlight. He likes playing 
for the ‘we,’ not the ‘me.’ “

Those closest to Ellis know his determination to 
play in the NBA. Ultimately, though, they believe 
he’ll return to Wichita someday and become a 
community leader.

“He really loves Wichita,” Moore said.

Whatever Ellis does in his life, he’ll do so with 
grace, dignity and aplomb. It’s his way.

Wichita Eagle
Bob Lutz
Nov. 6, 2015
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Manning: Don’t sell Ellis 
short

Lawrence Journal-World
Matt Tait
Jan. 2, 2016

In late November, on a small patch of grass in 
the middle of paradise, KU basketball legend 
and current Wake Forest coach Danny Manning 
entertained questions about the possibility of 
coaching against his alma mater in the 2015 Maui 
Invitational.

It never happened, of course, as Manning’s Wake 
Forest squad — which, by the way, is off to a 9-3 
start — fell to Vanderbilt in the Maui semis, and 
KU went on to knock off Vandy in the title game.

That didn’t stop Manning from sizing up the 2015-
16 Jayhawks, the fourth team fielded by Bill Self 
since Manning left Kansas as an assistant coach 
following the run to the 2012 national title game.

Manning offered insight on everything from 
Kansas’ fast pace and individual talent to the 
Jayhawks’ guard play and the joy it brings to see 
his son, Evan, play at his alma mater as a senior 
reserve.

The former No. 1 overall pick in the 1988 NBA 
Draft heaped praise on junior point guard Frank 
Mason III, sophomore Devonté Graham and junior 
wing Wayne Selden Jr., but saved his kindest 
comments for a player with whom he has more 
than a little in common.

“I think Perry is very underrated,” Manning said of 
KU senior Perry Ellis. “He can leave Kansas as one 
of the top-five leading rebounders and scorers in 
school history. That is real good.”

While Ellis could reach such heights by the end of 
the 2015-16 season, it would take a monster year 
to get there, and top 10 seems more reachable.

He entered the season ranked 24th with 612 
career rebounds and 38th with 1,157 points. That 
left him 322 boards shy of passing Eric Chenowith 
for fifth place and 732 points from passing Sherron 
Collins for fifth on the scoring list.

During KU’s 11-1 start, Ellis has scored 181 
points and grabbed 74 rebounds. Projecting 
those numbers out over the final two-thirds of the 
season gives Ellis 222 rebounds and 543 points 
during his final season as a Jayhawk.

He’d need to top those totals by 11 boards and 54 
points — in the final 21-27 games — to crack the 
top 10 in both categories.

Whether Ellis lands in the top five, top 10 or top 
20, Manning’s feelings about the Wichita native 
won’t change. Although he never coached Ellis at 
Kansas, Manning was in on the initial stages of 
recruiting him and said he could tell early that Ellis 
had a bright future as a Jayhawk.

“I think his mindset is one thing that gives him 
a chance to have a lot of success, because he’s 
so even-keeled,” Manning said. “Whenever 
somebody gets to their senior year, you see how 
they’ve evolved, not only on the court but as a 
young man. And what he’s done is pretty cool.”

Asked to elaborate on the aspects of Ellis’ game 
he liked the most, Manning had trouble limiting 
the list.

“He’s a smart young man. He’s very calculated 
at understanding what he needs to do out there 
on the court,” Manning said. “And, like a lot of 
talented guys that come in their freshman year, 
you want to fit in, and I think he’s starting to do 
a really good job of starting to assert himself, 
especially down the stretch last year.”

So far this season, Ellis’ play has resembled his 
past three years. Spurts of brilliance followed by 
moments of disappearance have urged Self to call 
for Ellis to be more aggressive. Lately, the plea 
appears to be working.

In KU’s three most recent games, the 6-foot-8, 
225-pound senior has averaged 17 points and 
seven rebounds in wins over Montana, San Diego 
State and UC Irvine. What’s more, Ellis in recent 
weeks has emphasized getting to the free-throw 
line, where he has missed just once (21-for-22) in 
the past four games.

“He’s always been very athletic,” said Manning, 
noting Ellis’ leaner look in 2015. “But I think 
he’s a little bit more sure of himself in contact 
now. He’s seeking out contact more. ... He gives 
coach Self a chance to do some things with his 
versatility, because he’s quick enough to slide 
against guards, and he handles it well enough that 
you can put him on the perimeter and do some 
different things that coach hasn’t been able to do 
the last couple years.”

Regardless of where Ellis ends up in the KU record 
book, Manning said the senior forward was worthy 
of owning a place in the storied history of Kansas 

basketball.

“Absolutely,” Manning said. “No question. I’m 
happy for him and hopefully he goes out with a 
bang this year.”
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First class senior

Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore 
March 4, 2016

KU basketball fans were officially introduced 
to Perry Ellis on Nov. 9, 2012 when the 6-foot-
8 McDonald’s All-American and four-time state 
Gatorade Player of the Year out of Wichita Heights 
High School scored 15 points and grabbed eight 
rebounds in a 74-55 victory over Southeast 
Missouri State.

A newbie to 16,300 fans in Allen Fieldhouse, Ellis 
was already familiar to Jayhawk coach Bill Self, 
who tirelessly recruited the native Kansan for four 
years.

“I saw him play his first high school game as a 
freshman and, of course, we knew of him even 
before then,” said Self, who like most KU hoops 
fans read about the Sunflower State sensation 
when he was featured in Sports Illustrated as a 
14-year-old eighth grader at the Air Capital’s 
Brooks Middle School.

“I’d say we probably spent more years recruiting 
Perry than we have anybody else,” Self added.

Ellis’ first game as a prep, as it turns out, was mighty 
memorable. Self, who sat right behind Heights’ 
bench, watched as Ellis grabbed 12 rebounds and 
scored nine points in the No. 5-ranked Falcons’ 
67-62 victory over No. 1 Wichita East on Dec. 5, 
2008 before 7,500 fans in Koch Arena on Wichita 
State University’s campus.

“We played at WSU. I was pretty nervous. It was 
different ... a lot of people. I do remember him 
sitting there — looking over and seeing him,” Ellis 
said of taking a peek at KU coach Self, who was 
enjoying his debut.

“I did fairly well. I remember making some crucial 
free throws late in the game, which is pretty big. 
It was pretty cool,” added Ellis, whose 3-of-3 free 
throwing down the stretch helped make possible 
the victory.

Self, and Ellis’ lead KU recruiter, Danny Manning, 
attended countless games during Perry’s prep 
career — one that resulted in four Class 6A titles 
for Heights.

Included was Ellis’ Senior Day game in March of 
2012. Yes, Self made the two-hour drive to Wichita 
despite the fact Ellis had committed to KU before 

the start of his final prep campaign. Now, in the 
blink of an eye, it’s Senior Day again, this time at 
KU where Ellis turned out to be just as talented as 
advertised.

Ellis has scored 1,645 points (12th in KU history) 
and grabbed 792 boards (13th in school annals) 
entering Saturday’s 3 p.m. home swan song 
against Iowa State.

“That’s an honor. Before I came I had no idea I’d 
be in this position. It’s definitely a blessing,” Ellis 
said of his stat totals. “Each year I’ve had more 
and more fun and gotten better and better. I’m just 
looking to finish strong.”

With games remaining, he already has etched his 
mark in KU’s history books.

“I really think, at least in the modern era I have 
been around, going back from the early 1980s on, I 
would say he would have to be in the discussion to 
be on the all-time all-(state of) Kansas team based 
on what he’s done and what he did in high school 
and of course his four years of college have been 
stellar,” Self said, mentioning former KU player 
Wayne Simien of Leavenworth. “Depending if 
(Brandon) Rush grew up on which side of the state 
line ... all three of them would be in that discussion 
and there would obviously be many more.

“Perry’s got a chance to be in the Top 10 at our 
school in scoring and rebounding, and that’s a pretty 
special deal, and he didn’t start as a freshman. So 
most of those guys (like UCLA’s Lucious Allen of 
KC Wyandotte) probably would have started four 
years. He’s had a great consistent run.

“When I think of Perry, I don’t think of the best, I 
think of consistency. He’s one of those guys that 
you can — if he was a golfer, he’d just go out 
and shoot par every day,” Self continued. “He’s 
not one of those guys that the highs are so high 
and the lows are low; he’s just steady. I think 
that’s something that we’ve really grown to not 
only respect, but also at times to take for granted 
because he has been so steady.”

Ellis likes being known as consistent.

“I’ve grown in that department each year I’d say,” 
Ellis said “Being in the moment thinking each play: 
‘I’m going to try to go as hard as I can, attack each 
play.’’’

Ellis — he leads KU in scoring (16.3 ppg) and is 
second in rebounding (6.0), has not changed a lot 
personality wise. He’s still the quiet, unassuming 
guy that arrived as a freshman, though occasionally 

a bit more flashy. His patented spin move, “The 
Blender,” is now virtually unstoppable.

“When he shows a little personality he gets us 
more fired up,” senior forward Jamari Traylor said. 
“At Texas I think it was last year he did a crazy 
move, looked to the bench smiling and winked. 
It put fire under us some more. That’s the most 
hyped I’ve seen Perry.”

He’s not ALL that shy, as evidenced by all the 
speeches he gives to youth groups in the state.

As far as his KU Senior Day speech, Ellis, who is 
set to receive a degree in sports management in 
May (with a business minor) said: “I don’t think 
I’ll write it out. I’ve been trying to formulate a lot 
of things I want to talk about and kind of go from 
there. You never know,” he added, asked if he’d 
become emotional. “I’m just going to see what 
happens. When I walk out with my family and stuff 
(before game) I think it will really hit me.”

It will mark a crazy day as well for Self, who has 
watched Ellis play for eight years now.

“In Perry you’ve got the rock of all rocks,” said 
Self, who said Ellis will start Saturday with fellow 
seniors Traylor, Hunter Mickelson and Evan 
Manning as well as junior Frank Mason III.

KU’s coach and fans are hoping there’s a lot 
more to come after the 2015-16 postseason. 
Draftexpress.com has Ellis currently listed as a 
second-round pick in the 2016 NBA Draft.

“I think they could be pretty good,” he said of his 
chances of making an NBA roster. “I’m going to 
try to do the best I can. It’s all in God’s hands after 
that.”

Maybe, just maybe, Self one day will say he was 
on hand for Ellis’ high school, college ... and pro 
debuts.

“He’s almost too good to be true,” Self said. “I 
can’t say enough good things about him. I’m proud 
of him. He’s represented himself, his family, his 
state, all of us in a very very first class way each 
and every day.”
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Kansas’ Devonte’ Graham 
pulls off master act in win 
over Oklahoma

SI.com
Brian Hamilton
Feb. 13, 2016

For 39 minutes on Saturday afternoon -- so dang 
near the whole time -- Devonte’ Graham was the 
personification of Kansas’ march-of-the-undead 
through recent Big 12 history. The sophomore 
chased after Oklahoma’s national player of the 
year candidate and harassed Buddy Hield into 
what qualifies as a bad day. At the other end, 
Graham scored more points than anyone who 
put on a uniform in Lloyd Noble Center, cold-
bloodedly draining the biggest shots for his team 
and thus draining the hope from a crowd seeking 
a reckoning. He was the best guard on the floor 
when the other team was supposed to deploy the 
best backcourt in the country.

And all of this comprised the Jayhawks’ latest 
psychological torment exacted on the rest of the 
league: Once again hearing the whispers that a 
12th straight league title would not follow the 11 
before it, they essentially absorbed the strength 
of the would-be champions on the other side and 
turned it against them.
A 76-72 win over Oklahoma on Saturday does not 
hand the Big 12 trophy to Kansas; it doesn’t even 
leave it in first place all alone, as West Virginia 
currently shares that space. But it was a season 
sweep of a national championship-caliber team, 
when that team had been sizing up this day for 
more than a month. The epic three-overtime loss 
to the Jayhawks on Jan. 5 was, by the admission 
of some Sooners players, one of the best games 
they’d ever been a part of. It was also a defeat that 
lodged in their chest, as if they tried to swallow 
a grapefruit whole. This was a day they’d long 
anticipated, for the vengeance they’d find during 
it.

And Kansas yanked it all away, because to 
beat Kansas for a Big 12 title, you are sadly not 
permitted such preferred zombie-elimination 
methods as setting them on fire. You have to be 
better at basketball, consistently, if not almost 
perfect at it.

Because the Jayhawks went up against a team 
hot for revenge and unfurled a near-perfect first 
half on the road, shooting 54% overall and 55% 
from three-point range and holding Hield without 

a field goal as it built as much as a 14-point lead. 
It dogged Hield into 5-of-15 shooting, overall, but 
most critically answered what haymakers he could 
muster: When Hield hit his first shot of the game, 
a second-half three-pointer that gave Oklahoma 
its first lead since the first minute, Kansas guard 
Wayne Selden immediately retaliated with his 
own score. When a pair of Hield three-point 
bombs fueled an 8-0 run that seemed to assert 
the Sooners’ control minutes later, the Jayhawks 
contrived a 7-0 run as a retort.

These were, essentially, the daisy cutters that 
Oklahoma regularly sends to the opposite sideline, 
expecting to leave nothing but fragments and 
chaos as they pull away. If it was jarred, Kansas 
nevertheless did an expert job sweeping aside the 
debris and carrying on. For that sort of resolve, the 
Sooners might not yet have an answer.

(Oklahoma shot just 33% from the game, a figure 
anchored to the sea floor by its 3-of-21 start. But 
this makes it three straight games in which the 
Sooners have fired at 43% from the field or worse, 
underwhelming production from one of the most 
overwhelming attacks in the nation before that. 
That they got their fingernails dirty and nearly 
pulled out back-to-back wins over Texas and 
Kansas regardless is somewhat comforting. More 
relevantly, they need something more from Jordan 
Woodard, who is now 8-of-39 from the floor in his 
last five games. Hield and Isaiah Cousins can do 
a lot, but they’re not going to be able to do it all 
every night.)

Anyway, there was Kansas, without starting guard 
Frank Mason III for the final 3:18, with the junior’s 
fifth foul precipitating a massive four-point play 
from Oklahoma’s Jordan Woodard…and on the 
next two offensive possessions, the Jayhawks 
received a pair of stubborn three-pointers from 
Graham, the first tying the game and the second 
creating a lead that his team would not relinquish 
in the final moments.

This was a master act by Graham, the 6’2” 
sophomore guard tasked with tailing Hield for 
almost the entire time they were on the floor 
together. Graham outscored Hield (27 to 24) out-
shot him overall (8-of-13 to that 5-of-15) and even 
out-bombed him (six three-pointers to Hield’s 
five). Hield’s stunning missed free throw with 25 
seconds left -- the second of two attempts from 
a 90% shooter that would have tied the game 
-- seemed less an accident than the appropriate 
residue of the 39-plus minutes that preceded it.
“I just took it personal,” Graham told ESPN before 
he headed into the locker room, alluding to that 
very network’s hyping of Hield and Co., and 

whatever other perceived slights the Jayhawks 
carried into the game.

At some point the rest of the Big 12 will get the 
idea: In any attempt to steal away what has been 
Kansas’ for the past 11 years running, it’s best to 
keep quiet until you actually pull off the job. Do 
not make any sounds, lest you rouse what can’t 
be killed.
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Broughton’s Devonte’ 
Graham making impact at 
Kansas

KC Star / News & Observer
Rustin Dodd
Feb. 15, 2016

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Overlooked basketball recruit in Raleigh
• Returned from injury to boost Jayhawks
• Dreamed of playing at big college program

The homemade T-shirts were black and red, always 
inscribed with the same two-word message: “Free 
D-Tae.” They made posters, hanging them on the 
wall of the Brewster Academy gymnasium. They 
said prayers, too, waiting for good news to come.

On certain nights, Dewanna King would exchange 
text messages with her eldest son, telling him 
to keep the faith. At some point, she thought, he 
would have a place to play college basketball. The 
long wait would be over.

It was early 2014, winter in New England, and 
Devonte’ Graham was not sure what would 
come next. Graham was a fifth-year point guard 
at Brewster, a prestigious New Hampshire 
prep school with a reputation as a basketball 
powerhouse. He was also in the dark.

One year earlier, Graham had been a mostly 
overlooked recruit at Broughton High School in 
his hometown of Raleigh. He dreamed of playing 
for a big-time college program, running out of the 
tunnel in a packed arena, displaying his trademark 
energy. But few major programs had shown much 
interest in a late-blooming point guard who was 
still growing into his body by his junior year of high 
school.

So during fall of his senior year at Broughton High, 
Graham signed with Appalachian State, a smaller 
Division I school in Boone, N.C.

He soon realized this was a major mistake.

In his senior season of high school, Graham grew 
into one of the best guards in the state of North 
Carolina. But he was still locked into Appalachian 
State. When the school refused to release him 
from his letter of intent, he landed at Brewster 
for a post-graduate year, hoping to work out a 
solution. During the next year, as Graham started 
at point guard for Brewster, coaches from across 

the country began to take notice, including 
Kansas’ Bill Self.

But there was one problem: Graham still needed a 
release from Appalachian. As Graham waited, his 
mother helped spearhead a movement, drumming 
up support, using her son’s childhood nickname:

“Free D-Tae.”

“For a while, I don’t think Devonte’ realized what 
level he could play at,” King said earlier this year. 
“Maybe it was just confidence. I think he had to 
prove a lot of people wrong — including himself.”

One year later, Devonte’ Graham is free. He is a 
freshman guard at Kansas now, comfortable and 
content, all settled into a new home in Lawrence. 
For those who have met Graham during his first 
year on campus, it’s mildly surprising to hear 
that he ever suffered from any supposed lack of 
confidence. This is not the Devonte’ they know.

On a Thursday afternoon in January, Self will 
tell you that Graham could be the most popular 
kid on the KU campus, a smiling, goofy, friendly, 
boyish ball of energy. His teammates say Graham 
is approachable and likable, the kind of disarming 
personality that can draw people in with a smile 
or a laugh. He is the kind of player who will throw 
a pass to teammate Brannen Greene on the wing, 
and turn around to start celebrating while the ball 
is still in the air.

He is the type of person who elicits the same daily 
questions from teammates — and even their 
families.

Dude, why are you so happy all the time?

“My family members say the same thing about 
him,” sophomore teammate Frank Mason says. 
“‘Why is Devonte’ always smiling?’ Like everyone 
else could have a serious face and he’s smiling.”

Graham laughs when he hears this story. In some 
ways, he says, this has always been him.

“I guess I’m just a big kid,” Graham says.

For Kansas, Graham has also been a quiet 
difference-maker for the sixth-ranked Jayhawks, 
22-4. Graham, who scored 27 points against 
Oklahoma on Saturday, is averaging 11.3 points 
and 3.5 assists in 32.4 minutes per game, but his 
presence has re-invigorated Kansas on both ends 
of the floor. After missing six games because of a 
sprained toe in December and January, Graham 
has returned better than before.

His defensive ability makes him invaluable against 
quicker opponents. His ballhandling skills relieve 
pressure from Mason, who can play more minutes 
and focus more on scoring with Graham back in 
the rotation.

“One thing that’s helped tremendously is having 
Devonte’ Graham,” Self says. “Even though 
statistically, it may not show it. But he does some 
things that certainly take some pressure off.”

Seven weeks ago, as Graham sat in a doctor’s 
office and listened to the grim prognosis, Self 
wasn’t sure his freshman point guard would play 
another minute this season.

Graham had sprained the ligaments in his right 
big toe during a victory at Georgetown on Dec. 
10 — suffering an injury commonly referred to 
as “turf toe” — and doctors offered only cautious 
optimism: There was no guarantee, they said, that 
his toe would heal in time to make an impact this 
season.

As Graham listened to the warning, he imagined 
himself missing the rest of his freshman season. 
But he never really believed that would happen.

“I’m a fast healer,” Graham told Self.

For close to three weeks, Graham wore a walking 
boot, his only physical activity coming during 
rehab sessions in the pool. There was no running, 
no biking, no dribbling, and no real idea if the 
ligaments would cooperate. On Jan. 10, exactly 
four weeks after his injury, Graham finally returned 
in a home game against Texas Tech. Self figured 
Graham would play spot minutes, his return 
starting slowly.

Instead, Graham played 19 minutes, dishing out 
six assists with zero turnovers.

The timing was close to perfect. It was early 
last April, and Appalachian State was poised to 
finally give in. The school would release Graham 
from his letter of intent, allowing him to accept 
a scholarship from another school. And two days 
after the paperwork went through, Self was on a 
plane, traveling to New Hampshire to see about a 
point guard.

Self needed help at the point, a persistent issue for 
Kansas during the previous two seasons. Graham 
wanted the opportunity to play for a power 
program. For both parties, the decision was easy.

Eight months later, KU’s point guard position has 
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gone from major question mark to an unquestioned 
strength — a position that could set a solid 
foundation for the next two to three years. Mason 
has grown into Kansas’ most valuable player while 
the reliable Graham has proven himself as an ideal 
complementary piece.

“Certainly,” Self said, “I can see him continuing to 
play more and more.”

In other words, Self says, the emergence of 
Graham is just beginning. Back in October, as the 
Jayhawks took the floor for preseason practices, 
Self compared Graham to Aaron Miles, the former 
Kansas standout point guard. It was, in that 
moment, a jarring juxtaposition. Miles is KU’s 
career assists leader; Graham had never played 
a minute.

But for Self, the comparison was always about the 
intangible as much as the talent of each player. 
Miles, Self says, is one of the most natural leaders 
he has had during his tenure at KU. He was likable, 
he was approachable, he was friendly and he was 
a winner. As the season approached, Self was 
confident with him on the floor.

It was a description that could fit Graham, too.

“Nobody could be in that good of a mood all the 
time,” Self says. “He is a great teammate, and he’s 
a happy-go-lucky kid.”

KC Star / Charlotte News & Observer
Rustin Dodd
Feb. 15, 2016
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Tom Keegan: Devonté 
Graham and Frank Mason III 
driving KU’s success

Lawrence Journal-World
Tom Keegan
March 10, 2016

Kansas City, Mo. — Nothing lasts forever. One 
of these decades, Bill Self will retire, an athletic 
director will botch the hire, and the once-proud KU 
basketball program will have to cobble together 
a backcourt out of one player who committed to 
Towson, another to Appalachian State. And what 
will come of the Jayhawks then?

Wait, that’s right, Frank Mason III originally 
committed to Towson, Devonté Graham to 
Appalachian State. They both found their way 
to Kansas to start their careers and they have 
developed into one of the top handful of backcourts 
in the nation.

“The reality is, when Devonté and Frank play well, 
they drive us more than anybody else,” Kansas 
coach Bill Self said.

Both played exceptionally well Thursday in 
KU’s 85-63 blowout of Kansas State in a Big 12 
Tournament quarterfinal played in Sprint Center.

Towson and Appalachian combined for 27 points, 
15 assists and three turnovers in 66 minutes. 
Kansas State coach Bruce Weber tried to stop 
them with a mix of man-to-man and zone defenses  
with equal futility.

Graham and Mason are playing as aggressively 
as a tandem as at any point. Self keeps asking 
more of them and they consistently deliver. Early 
in the season, when we all marveled at their 
astronomical assists-to-turnover ratio, peered into 
the mouths of the gift horses and found the flaw to 
the numbers. The numbers, Self contended, meant 
they weren’t aggressive enough, didn’t force their 
way into the paint often enough.

So they became more aggressive, the turnovers 
went up and opposing defenses sweated more 
than anyone whoever stood behind a podium 
next to Donald Trump. In time, the turnovers came 
back down. That’s how it goes with Self. He drags 
players out of their comfort zones, they get a little 
worse, get the hang of it, come out of it all a whole 
lot better.

In the past three games, Mason has 18 assists and 
three turnovers. Graham has high turnover games 
here and there, but he had eight assists Thursday 
with one turnover and he really has turned up 
the defensive pressure. Graham was the most 
aggressive player on the floor at both ends in the 
first half, when he scored all of his 11 points.

“The guys expect me to be a defensive presence, 
pressuring the ball, getting deflections, steals,” 
Graham said. “I come out and try to keep that 
energy up so we won’t be flat on defense.”

His coach’s words no doubt bouncing around his 
brain, Graham spoke to his imbalanced game.

“In the second half, I was kind of lackadaisical on 
defense, as coach said, started getting lazy a little 
bit,” Graham said. “In the first half I tried to get in 
the passing lanes, get steals, find the open man 
and knock down open shots.”

As the season has progressed, Graham 
increasingly has made opposing guards pay for 
timid play, unsure passes.

“It’s just anticipating them, reading a person’s 
eyes and knowing where you think that next 
pass is going to go,” Graham said. “Coach always 
stresses, get up in the passing lanes, deny, all that 
kind of stuff.”

Kansas will have a chance to tidy up its zone 
offense today against Baylor. An experienced 
backcourt is so key in picking apart zones.

“It helps when you know where guys should be on 
the court, you know the spots that are going to be 
open on the zone. As a young guy you might not 
know where to attack the zone or know the things 
you need to do to get the ball to the spots that are 
open on the zone.”

If Kansas faces a zone in the NCAA tournament, 
attacking Baylor’s Friday will serve as valuable 
preparation.
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Graham’s championship 
game performance solidifies 
himself in leadership role

University Daily Kansan
Shane Jackson
March 12, 2016

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Four rows back of the Kansas 
bench, Dewanna King stands in anticipation, her 
hands curled around a No. 4 Devonte’ Graham 
jersey from the World University Games this 
summer, that spent most of the night on her torso.

She waits for the official confirmation. Then, 
finally, it comes. Named to the All-Tournament 
Team: “Devonte’--”

That’s all she needs to hear.

Before the PA announcer can say Graham, King 
hoists up the jersey and begins to jump up and 
down, screaming with excitement for her son’s 
latest athletic accomplishment.

“I was thinking we have to win this thing. I wasn’t 
thinking MVP. I wasn’t thinking anything like that,” 
King said.

But as it turned out, the two were related. No. 1 
Kansas needed an MVP-level performance from 
Graham to top No. 9 West Virginia 81-71 on 
Saturday, clinching a win in the Big 12 Tournament 
final.

Graham led the Jayhawks with 27-points on 6-of-
10 shooting, knocking 5-of-6 from beyond the arc.

It was a performance unlike any other and one 
that Graham’s grandmother, Doris King McCain — 
who sat next to King, sporting a No. 4 jersey as 
well — refused to miss.

“I told my boss, ‘I’ve got to go,’” she said. “I said 
that because he’s on the road, I just knew he was 
going to play good because he loves to play. He 
just enjoys the game. It just meant everything to 
be here.”

He loves to play.

That love was evident on Saturday as the 
sophomore guard was rather animated during 
his in-game celebrations. Time and time again, 
Graham was doing some sort of celebratory 
response after a made three. He would motion 

a three symbol to his head, or he’d hold a three 
down low as he skipped down the court.

He was chest bumping teammates during 
timeouts. He was bobbing he head up and down 
as he clapped on defense. In the concert of 
celebrations, Graham took center stage.

But that’s the player Kansas fans have come to 
grow and love. His personality is unlike any other 
on the team.

“I’ve got a frank personality. I can talk to anybody, 
and they just kind of follow,” Graham said.

That bubbly personality is the main reason 
that even on a roster filled with veterans, the 
underclassman is considered the vocal leader and 
one who is not afraid to be the voice of reason 
during lulls in a game.

But it wasn’t that long ago that Kansas lacked 
that. In January, the Jayhawks lost three games 
during a five-game stretch. All three losses came 
on the road, where Kansas folded under pressure 
in hostile environments.

Kansas coach Bill Self knew the answer to that. 
He knew if the Jayhawks were going to win on 
the road, they needed a vocal leader. Self explored 
his list of options: a list rather long at first glance 
with a starting lineup consisting of three juniors 
and one senior.

But it was the lone underclassman tabbed with the 
position.

“In January, I watched our team, and I thought 
we were total duds,” Self said. “We told Devonte’, 
‘Hey. Frank and Wayne and Perry won’t do it. Your 
personality needs to be the personality of our 
team.’”

So after a loss at Oklahoma State, Self sat down 
his top four players — Graham, senior forward 
Perry Ellis and junior guards Wayne Selden Jr. and 
Frank Mason — for a closed-door meeting.

During the meeting he told them what he needed. 
They all agreed with Graham’s charisma, that role 
suited him best.

“It’s just his personality, he has a great personality,” 
Ellis said. “Coach knew that and [shared] it with 
everyone. He’s our vocal guy.”

Graham’s confidence began to grow after that 
meeting as he became more vocal during games. 
Still, Self’s decision did not come into fruition until 

Saturday, Feb. 13, in his team’s first true road test 
since the meeting transpired.

That’s when Graham’s confidence breached new 
heights, as he led the Jayhawks past the Sooners 
with a 27-point performance in a 76-72 victory.

“Every player has that [game]. Perry always talks 
about his freshman year when he had that game 
in the tournament and the crowd was chanting his 
name,” junior forward Landen Lucas said. “I know 
the last West Virginia game was that for me when 
I began to get comfortable. [...] He’s just been 
getting better and better since then.”

From that point on Graham has had an extra 
skip to his step. He’s more animated in his 
celebrations during games, he is more audible 
when encouraging his teammates, and, most 
importantly, he’s more confident when taking a 
shot.

“Devonte’ has always had confidence and knew 
he was good,” Self said. “But I think that right 
there gave him confidence that he knew he was 
a bad boy and could certainly play with anybody.”

Graham’s offensive prowess has been displayed 
over the last few weeks. He has scored double-
digits in six of his last eight games, including his 
27-point outing on Saturday to give his team more 
Big 12 hardware.

But what made Saturday’s game even more 
meaningful, was the two fans a couple rows 
behind the bench sporting No. 4 jerseys: Graham’s 
mother and grandmother.

“It was special. You can’t put it into words,” 
Graham said. “It’s a good feeling when they get to 
come out here because we don’t get to go home 
much. Them being out here for this tournament, 
it’s just been fun seeing them at games.”

However, the game may have meant more to 
his mother who has watched her son over the 
course of his basketball career. She has seen the 
growth in a player that was once committed to 
Appalachian State, to being the leader of a blue 
blood program.

“It means the world. He struggled to get here, the 
whole App State story,” King said. “And now he’s 
on a big stage, and he’s performing big time.”

His biggest performance came on the biggest 
stage yet for Graham. His family encouraged him 
every step of the way. Much like Graham himself, 
his mother and grandma were very animated from 
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the sidelines.

The two continued to jump up and celebrate by 
flailing Graham’s jersey in the air anytime he made 
a play. During free throws the two could be seen 
holding out their hands motioning to Graham, 
something they have been doing since little 
league. The hand gestures didn’t just end at the 
charity stripe, however.

“We’ll do two fingers telling him we want two 
points, or we’ll do three, telling him give us three,” 
King McCain said. “I’d always tell him ‘Devonte’ I 
need 10 points today.’ And he’d go out and try and 
get me 10 points.”

But not even his grandmother could dream of 
what would take place Saturday, which ended 
with Graham taking a ‘selfie’ with the Big 12 MOP 
plaque in the locker-room after the game with the 
net draped around his neck.

After he handed back the iPad to a Big 12 SID 
assistant, he asked for it back to make sure the 
filter was good enough for his approval, before 
ultimately signing the image on the screen.

An unlikely scenario for a guy once committed to 
Appalachian State.

“I’m so proud of him. I’m very proud. I’m a 
very proud grandma,” King McCain said. “I 
tell everybody that my grandson plays for the 
University of Kansas.”

University Daily Kansan
Shane Jackson
March 12, 2016



@KUHoops 2015-16 

Press Clippings

Broughton’s Devonte’ 
Graham pushes Kansas to a 
title

KC Star / News & Observer
Vahe Gregorian
March 13, 2016

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Former Broughton guard a key for Jayhawks
• Scores 27 in conference final win over West 
Virginia

Along about late January, when Kansas was 
wobbling with two losses in four games and 
seemed vulnerable, coach Bill Self took inventory.

Among the findings of his audit:

“I watched our team,” he said, “and thought we 
were total duds. Total duds.”

Among the basketball wallflowers and brothers 
grim and statuesque figures with similar 
demeanors in the starting lineup, though, was one 
not like all those reserved by nature.

Sophomore Devonte’ Graham, whose personality 
Self had loved “as much as any kid we’ve ever 
had” when he was recruiting him.

A personality that was on neon display Saturday 
at the Sprint Center, when his 27 points and 
four steals stoked the sluggish but top-ranked 
Jayhawks to an 81-71 victory over West Virginia 
to win the Big 12 Tournament title.

Afterward, just before he orchestrated a team 
dance on the platform, Graham, who played his 
high school ball for Broughton, was named most 
valuable player of the tournament.

That’s a distinction befitting the single player most 
responsible for KU coming to life from its mid-
season doldrums.

By sheer force of personality.

Unlike silent senior Perry Ellis and junior Wayne 
Selden, whose big celebration after a momentous 
dunk on Friday had been to keep a straight face, 
unlike steely junior Frank Mason and mannerly 
junior forward Landen Lucas, Graham had it in 
him to be the animated energizer but was holding 
back because he didn’t want to overstep with his 
elders.

“ ‘You’ve just got to get outside that comfort zone,’ 
” Self told him.

For one reason more than anything else:

“ ‘Your personality needs to be the personality of 
our team,’ ” Self recalled saying as he stood on 
the court just after Graham dumped a bucket of 
confetti on him. “And I think he’s kind of let it go 
since then.”

And it’s been contagious, so much so that as 
Graham dribbled out the clock near game’s end on 
Saturday, even Mason had loosened up and come 
over to pretend to guard him.

“He gets guys going, you know?” Mason said. 
“He’s always smiling and having fun, and we 
feed off that. A lot of guys don’t really have much 
personality on the team.”

Hopefully, Mason just meant that in the sense of 
on the court.

But that’s where Graham has become the most 
profound difference in this team from last year’s 
KU squad that was knocked out in the second 
round of the NCAA Tournament a year ago.

Graham’s exuberance and energy were crucial on 
Saturday, when virtually every KU starter appeared 
fatigued either physically or emotionally.

The Jayhawks committed 20 turnovers and were 
especially out of place or out of sorts through 
much of the first half.

But Graham came through with 10 points in the 
first 20 minutes to keep KU in contention trailing 
34-33 at the intermission.

Then his instant 3-pointer to open the second half 
paved the way to a 7-0 run to give the Jayhawks a 
lead they’d never yield.

His back-to-back 3s later in the half put the buffer 
in double digits.

And when the Mountaineers threatened in the final 
minutes, here was Graham with a dart to Lucas to 
set up a three-point play … an assist to Selden for 
a 3-point bucket and his own two free throws to 
make it a 10-point game with 1:33 left.

“He’s our energy guy, a vocal guy who pumps us 
all up,” said Ellis, who managed a grin as he noted 
he just couldn’t quite be that himself. “You know, I 
definitely tried. And I got a lot better.”

The animation can get Graham the wrong kind of 
attention at times. When he vigorously protested a 
foul call the other night, referee Gerry Pollard said, 
“Hey, hey, Mr. Graham: Come on.”

But Self will take that sort of thing any time over 
having duds on the court, something he got across 
to Graham just before KU embarked on winning 15 
of its last 16 games.

Perhaps crucial in him asserting himself further 
was Mason fouling out at Oklahoma.

“When Frank fouled out of the OU game, Devonte’ 
said, ‘I’ve got you,’ and he proved it,” Selden said.

Graham finished with 27 in that 76-72 victory.

“That right there gave him confidence that he 
knew he was a bad boy,” Self said, “and certainly 
could play with anybody.”

And now KU appears able to just that, too, entering 
NCAA play infused with a certain dynamic it had 
lacked.

“It’s not my natural personality … I can try when 
necessary,” Lucas said. “But Devonte’ can be 
all (that way) all the time, no matter what the 
situation is.”
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Going forward: Self trims 
big-man rotation to four 

Lawrence Journal-World 
Gary Bedore
Jan. 27, 2016

KU’s basketball big-man rotation has been 
trimmed the past two Big 12 contests — a home 
win over Texas and loss at Iowa State.

“The way we were doing it, it wasn’t really working 
... we decided, or I decided we were going to try 
to play as much as we could with four the last 
two games,” KU coach Bill Self said Tuesday on his 
Hawk Talk radio show.

He was referring to starting Perry Ellis and Landen 
Lucas while giving double-digit minutes off the 
bench to Jamari Traylor and an average of 5.5 
minutes the past two games to Carlton Bragg, Jr., 
with Hunter Mickelson and Cheick Diallo basically 
out of the mix.

“I know what our players that play the majority 
of the minutes feel the most comfortable with. 
We’ve had open dialogue about that,” Self added 
of last Friday’s meeting with Ellis, Wayne Selden, 
Jr., Devonté Graham and Frank Mason III. “I know 
that it isn’t sometimes the most popular thing to 
do with some people or some fans who feel like 
they understand. The reality is it’s not about the 
individuals. It’s about who plays best with those 
individuals. That’s basically where we were 
coming from. I felt experience the last two games 
gave us the best chance to win.”

Freshman Diallo played four minutes in Monday’s 
85-72 loss at Iowa State (sitting out the Texas 
game) while senior Mickelson has watched the 
last two games after playing two minutes in a loss 
at Oklahoma State.

Of course it’s possible Mickelson and Diallo could 
be used extensively at some point again.

“Sometimes playing a kid three minutes and if 
he doesn’t do well he doesn’t get back in, that’s 
something even the guys say it’s hard to play 
through mistakes when that’s the case,” Self said. 
“You get behind 14 points to Texas and they are 
not part of that ... to call them in to say, ‘Hey spark 
us’ when they’ve never been in that situation ... 
that’s really not fair to those guys in that particular 
situation.”

As far as Monday’s game ... “I thought Landen 

(nine boards, two points) played great. The job 
he did on McKay (Jameel, six points, five boards) 
was excellent,” Self said. “He’s not going to score 
a lot of points, but he rebounds and he defends. 
Certainly he’s easier to play with. A lot of people 
look at individuals and think about, ‘Well he looks 
good or he should be getting this or that,’ and that 
is a realistic thing to look at but you also have to 
look at who makes the game easier for the other 
four players out there. Who does Perry play better 
next to is as important as whether or not a kid 
looks good,” Self noted.

“I thought Jamari (two points, two boards) was 
excellent the first half. We scored easy (in leading 
43-36). There’s subtle reasons you score easy. 
Then when the game gets tight and kids have 
never been in that situation, there’s a little more 
pressure to put them out there.”

On Hawk Talk, Self also was asked about 
sophomore guard Svi Mykhailiuk playing one 
minute total the last two games. He’d hit four of 19 
shots in the previous three games vs. Oklahoma 
State, TCU and West Virginia.

“We all love Svi. He’s just been in a little bit of a 
funk. There’s no way to put it other than that,” Self 
said. “He’s a fabulous kid. He wants to do well. He 
needs to have some successful practices where 
he kind of gets a little bit of confidence ... which all 
players go through, especially young guys.

“He’s still the youngest player on our team (18). 
But it’s like we talked to Svi: ‘We can’t keep using 
youngest as a reason why. You’ve been here long 
enough to go out and make plays.’

“When you have won the league as many times 
as we’ve won it in a row (11), there are actually 
teams that get really, really up to play against you. 
It matters to their kids, too,” Self continued. “It 
matters to our kids a ton. Our kids are operating 
under pressure without question. I think a lot of 
people don’t realize kids operate under pressure 
and sometimes people react differently under 
pressure than what other people react to under 
pressure. It’s not like it’s all fun and games and 
we’re playing Chaminade and you can shoot and 
miss and it doesn’t matter. This is every possession 
matters. Not making excuses for our guys, that’s 
the reality of it.”

Self said after looking at the tape, he thought the 
Jayhawks played well at Iowa State except for a 
five-minute second half stretch in which ISU took 
advantage of five KU turnovers in an 11-0 run that 
won the game.

“I thought the first half was excellent. We were 
unlucky to only be up seven at half. We probably 
played better than that. The ball moved and we did 
some good things. We didn’t really stick together 
whenever it got to really nut cutting time to be 
candid,” Self said. “When it’s winning-time we 
didn’t stick together like a good team should.

Records: KC 810 WHB radio announcer Danny 
Clinkscale dug through the record books to find 
the last time KU lost three straight regular-season 
road games by double digits: to Evanston YMCA, 
Chicago Central YMCA and Muscatine Iowa YMCA 
in 1905-06 with James Naismith as coach. In 
1954-55, KU lost at Colorado, Oklahoma State and 
Missouri by double digits, but the MU game was 
in the Olympic playoffs. KU came close in 1988-
89, losing at Iowa State by eight, Duke by 25 and 
Missouri by 13.

The road: KU is 1-3 in league road games this 
season and 4-0 at home.

“Winning on the road folks ... if we played 40 
minutes last night instead of 30, that still would 
have been a 50/50 game you’d have a chance 
to win on the road. It doesn’t guarantee you win 
on the road if you play 40 good minutes in Ames 
because they are really good,” Self said.

“They’ve got a better team (now) than when 
Danny (Manning, 0-4 in Ames) played here and 
Danny never won there. That’s not an easy place 
to go do it. We just didn’t put ourselves to be in 
position the last two or three minutes to make a 
go of it. That’s what was disappointing. One road 
game we’ve had that has been so negative from 
an expectation and record standpoint is Oklahoma 
State. Oklahoma State was great against us that 
particular night but we contributed to them being 
great because we didn’t do anything to keep them 
from being that.”
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Overlooked Landen Lucas 
now stepping to forefront for 
KU

Kansas City Star
Vahe Gregorian
Feb. 9, 2016

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Cheick Diallo and Carlton Bragg were heralded 
recruits in the forecourt
• Landen Lucas seemed likely to take a step back 
in their shadow
• But he played the game of his life as KU beat 
West Virginia on Tuesday

Freshman forward Cheick Diallo came to Kansas 
with a resume that seemed to ensure instant 
stardom in what would surely be a brief passage 
through Lawrence.

Among other accolades, he was the most valuable 
player at the 2015 McDonald’s All-American 
Game, chosen first-team All-American by Parade 
magazine and rated No. 7 among the nation’s best 
high school players in the ESPN100.

Not far behind on the hype/anticipation index was 
freshman forward Carlton Bragg, who was ranked 
14th by Rivals.com and 21st in the ESPN100 
recruiting ratings.

And then there was junior forward Landen Lucas, 
who wasn’t so much as a blip on Rivals.com’s top 
150 list when he signed four years ago and was 
among the seemingly pedestrian incumbents that 
Diallo and Bragg would have eclipsed by now.

But on Tuesday at Allen Fieldhouse, with KU 
at a crossroads in pursuit of its 12th straight 
Big 12 title and, more significantly, defining its 
personality, here was Lucas playing the game of 
his life in Kansas’ 75-65 victory.

“The best player in the game,” coach Bill Self 
would say later.

Which is why the guy who came in under the 
radar and was supposed to be in the background 
by now was the one being escorted immediately 
after the game to have a seat with Dick Vitale for 
an interview.

“It was awesome,” Lucas said. “You grow up 
watching him and stuff and there I am taking a 
selfie with him at the end of the interview.

“It was … something that as a kid you dream of, 
so that’s pretty cool.”

The dream is picking up steam just when it might 
have seemed it would be ebbing.

With nine points and career highs of 16 rebounds 
and four blocked shots (he’d had five all season 
entering the game) and some robust defense, 
Lucas stood as testimony to the practical benefits 
of maturity and seasoning and patience in a sport 
that is consumed with instant stardom.

“When we recruited Landen, we recruited him 
as a backup, to be real candid,” Self said. “We 
recruited him as a ‘program’ guy.”

Meaning they saw some raw potential in him … 
in time.

So Lucas redshirted a season, played sparingly 
as a freshman and gradually more last season, 
including nabbing 19 rebounds in KU’s two NCAA 
Tournament games.

Now, with Diallo a question mark because of his 
learning curve and Bragg not much readier for 
prime time, Lucas started for the sixth straight 
time and seems to be establishing himself in a new 
way at KU’s greatest point of flux and uncertainty.

By more or less “doing what he does,” as Self put 
it: absorbing and executing scouting reports to 
their granular details; being a good and selfless 
screener and natural rebounder who has learned 
to assert himself more to go after opponent shots 
and is trying to find a way to create a few more 
of his own.

These things, it turns out, can take some time to 
develop.

Which is why no matter how much fans might 
want to see more of Diallo and Bragg, the truth is 
those two aren’t far enough along even in practice 
to make their contributions nearly as valuable as 
what Lucas gives them right now.

“Every kid wants it to be immediate,” Self said. 
“Cheick and Carlton are better prospects coming 
in here. But you guys saw tonight: That was a kid 
who’s been through the wars and been in the 
weight room for four years.

“He knows how to help you win a game, and 
certainly those other kids will, too. They’re just a 
little young.”

No doubt great days are ahead for them, but the 
future is now for KU as Self gears for the rest of the 
Big 12 race in a three-way tie for first and girds for 
the NCAA Tournament that will define the season.

At least for the moment, though, on a night when 
Diallo and Bragg combined for zero points in 3 
minutes, Lucas has shown he can be a part of the 
solution.

Even if his scoring arsenal is limited, and he’s the 
first to tell you he has “bad habits” of dribbling too 
much and not going up with the ball immediately 
enough at times.

Even if Lucas was overlooked as Diallo and Bragg 
were being anointed in advance.

“They deserve it,” he said. “They had great high 
school careers and were highly recruited. They’re 
going to come in and do their thing, and it’s just 
our job as older guys to help get them prepared for 
times when we will need them and just continue 
to do what we do.”

And continue to do better and better, particularly 
on a night when Self said Lucas was “the primary 
reason we won.”



2015-16 #kubball

Press Clippings

Confidence key for budding 
KU basketball forward 
Landen Lucas
Junior posts double-double in Jayhawks’ 
rout of Oklahoma State

Topeka Capital-Journal
Ben Felderstein
Feb. 16, 2016

LAWRENCE — When fourth-year Kansas 
basketball junior Landen Lucas was fielding 
questions from reporters following Monday night’s 
game, his answer for why his game has improved 
so drastically was simple.

“Confidence,” Lucas said.

In the 94-67 rout over Oklahoma State, Lucas 
pulled down 10 boards to go along with a career-
high 14 points, tallying his second double-double 
of the season. Five of Lucas’ rebounds came on 
the offensive end, which led to eight second-
chance points for KU (22-4, 10-3 Big 12).

Coach Bill Self agrees that Lucas’ game has taken 
immense strides recently and feels the same way 
Lucas does about why his play has improved.

“I think he’s just so much more confident,” Self 
said. “Confidence is such a huge part of it.”

Lucas said he is going into games to do what he 
knows he can do well, and the rest is just coming 
naturally. Rebounding is Lucas’ main squeeze, 
and it shows as he is averaging 12 boards in his 
previous three contests.

With 16:19 to play in the first quarter and KU trailing 
by seven, Lucas recorded his second offensive 
rebound in as many possessions and put a shot 
right back up for an easy tip-in. Lucas fought for 
position without fouling, which is another part of 
his game he has been working on.

“I’m trying to make friends with the refs, first of 
all,” Lucas said. “I’m being friendly with them and 
it’s paying off, so I’m just going to continue to do 
that.”

Lucas said the officials will give him tips during 
the game to ease off certain things or to watch the 
way he is going after a rebound. It appears Lucas 
is listening — he hasn’t recorded more than three 
fouls during his three-game hot streak and has 
fouled out only once all season.

Late in the first half, Lucas jockeyed for position in 
the paint and pulled down another offensive board. 
Without putting the ball on the floor, the 6-foot-10 
forward went right up to the hoop and finished 
easily. Earlier in the season, Lucas would often 
dribble once before going to the basket which 
would lead to a defensive strip. As he has become 
more confident and smooth on the offensive end, 
he has cut that part out of his game.

“He’s been great for us,” junior Wayne Selden 
said. “Not just today but the past however many 
games he’s been starting, he’s been great for us. 
That inside presence is doing numbers for us.”

Lucas credits his inside presence and rebounding 
ability to his father Richard, who played four years 
at Oregon. His father told him rebounding was the 
key to high-level success in basketball.

The Portland, Ore., native was responsible for 
KU’s first eight points of the second half, scoring 
three times and pulling down another offensive 
board that led to an open shot for a teammate. KU 
started the half with a designed play that led to an 
easy dunk for Lucas.

Lucas’ offense is just starting to come around, 
as he has averaged 9.2 points over his last five 
games, compared to his season average of five 
points. Finishing around the rim has become 
easier for the big man, but his jump shot is still 
suspect — he jokingly said maybe he’ll get one of 
them to fall before the season ends.

In a crowded front court, Lucas has propelled 
himself to the top, as he has now started eight 
consecutive games and doesn’t seem to be 
slowing down anytime soon. Lucas was asked if 
he ever doubted his ability to play in as fast of a 
league as the Big 12.

“I’ve always looked at how other (big men) in the 
Big 12 get theirs and thought I could always do the 
same thing,” Lucas said. “Now that I’m given the 
opportunity, I’m able to do it.”
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KU’s glue guy: Kansas won 
11 of 12 with Lucas as 
starter

Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore
March 8, 2016

KU junior forward Landen Lucas, who was named 
honorable mention All-Big 12 by the league’s 
coaches on Sunday, has also earned a spot on 
Sports Illustrated’s 17th-annual All-Glue Team.

“It’s cool. It is a nice honor,” the 6-foot-10, 
240-pound Lucas said of joining writer Seth Davis’ 
squad that honors players whose contributions do 
not necessarily show up in the stats, but in wins 
and losses.

“I guess that’s a form of being a team player, doing 
whatever it takes to help the team win. It’s a nice 
sign because it means you are helping this team 
and being a part of this team’s success. That’s all 
any player really wants, is to be on a successful 
team and help in any way possible, whether it is 
encouraging people or being on the court helping 
them. The fact I am able to do that is definitely nice 
and encouraging to me,” added Lucas.

He was joined on the Glue squad by Michigan 
State’s Matt Costello (team captain), Xavier’s 
James Farr, Arizona’s Kaleb Tarczewski, Purdue’s 
Rapheal Davis and Duke’s Marshall Plumlee.

Lucas, who has started 12 of KU’s last 13 games 
(in which KU has 12-1 record; he came off bench 
on Senior Night), was given an expanded role by 
coach Bill Self after a meeting with his four regular 
starters (Perry Ellis, Wayne Selden Jr., Devonté 
Graham, Frank Mason III) after KU’s 86-67 loss to 
Oklahoma State on Jan. 19.

At the meeting, Self asked the players who was 
the best fit for the starting slot next to senior Ellis. 
Freshman Cheick Diallo had started the Okie State 
game.

The players suggested fourth-year junior Lucas 
get the nod.

“We were just struggling. We were laboring, and 
I really didn’t know what direction we needed 
to go as far as who would be our fifth starter. To 
me, starting is overrated. It’s more important who 
finishes than who starts. We were in a situation 
that Landen was basically finishing the majority 

of the games but playing as much throughout the 
game,” Self said.

“The guys felt more comfortable, not taking 
anything away from anybody else, but they said, 
‘Coach, this gives us the best chance.’ They had 
input on what we did next, and certainly it has paid 
off. They were right. I wish everybody could play 
more minutes and all those things, but especially 
when you have as much balance as we have 
inside. But our team certainly has performed 
better with Landen being in the starting lineup,” 
Self added.

Lucas remembers Self telling him he’d start the 
Texas game — a 76-67 victory four days after the 
OSU rout.

“He pretty much said, ‘The guys have confidence 
in you.’ He was like, ‘Here’s what we can use from 
you.’ It was focusing on rebounding and defense. 
That’s what could help the team. We didn’t really 
talk about anything else. Since then, we’ve 
expanded that.

“It works,” Lucas added, “because it’s the stuff I 
like to do. I like to rebound. It kind of works out. It 
ended up being a pretty good fit.”

Lucas — he has averaged 5.5 points and 7.2 
boards in Big 12 action — said it was nice having 
the support of the other four starters.

“I felt that confidence in them, probably starting 
after the Oklahoma game,” he said of his 
10-rebound, seven-point outing in a 76-72 victory 
on Feb. 13 in Norman.

“It’s nice to get that. If there’s anybody you as a 
team player would want to get confidence from, 
it would be other guys you are out there with. To 
see that from them was great. To be able to go on 
a little win streak after that was nice (11 wins in 
row to conclude regular season).”

KU sophomore guard Graham explained the 
reasons the four players like playing with Lucas.

“He is smart. Out of all the bigs, he kind of has 
a better feel. Carlton (Bragg) and Cheick (Diallo) 
are young. Hunter ... Landen’s been around (longer 
than Mickelson). Just the little things he can do,” 
Graham said. “His IQ for the game is a lot higher 
than a lot of guys on the squad.”

Graham said it wasn’t easy to select Lucas over 
his other friends on the team.

“Asking about certain teammates ... you don’t 

want to say, ‘He shouldn’t be playing’ or ‘this guys 
should be playing,’’’ Graham said. “At the time I 
had hesitancy. Coach brought it out of us (saying), 
‘You don’t need to be hesitant about anything.’ 
We were just having heart-to-heart conversation 
about what’s best for the team.”

Self said he enjoys such meetings with his 
ballplayers, especially this one since it worked out 
so well.

“I don’t know if that moment was a turning point 
but I do think for the betterment of our team, I think 
inserting Landen and having him in the lineup, and 
letting him play more and play through mistakes 
and those sorts of things, when really basically no 
big guy had had that opportunity yet. I do think 
that was a turning point for our team,” Self said.
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Near the end: Manning looks 
forward to Senior Day

Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore
March 2, 2016

Second-year Wake Forest basketball coach 
Danny Manning knew, no matter what, he’d be in 
Lawrence on March 5, 2016 for the Senior Day/
Allen Fieldhouse swan-song of his son, Evan.

“My dad actually had one schedule request for 
Wake Forest (when taking job). That was for him 
to be able to come back here for this game,” Evan 
Manning, KU’s 6-foot-3 senior guard from Free 
State High and New Hampton (N.H.) Prep School, 
said proudly.

He was referring to Saturday’s 3 p.m., Senior Day 
contest versus Iowa State.

“He’s gotten to make it to a couple other games 
this year. Coach (Bill) Self put me in for a couple of 
’em because he knew he was here. That was cool 
for him (Self) to do. I’m really excited to have my 
family in town for the game. I’m looking forward 
to it,” Evan added of Danny, mom Julie plus sister 
Taylor, who lives in Portland, Ore.

Evan, who averaged 7.7 points, 3.3 rebounds, 2.8 
steals and 2.4 assists per game his senior year 
at FSHS, then went on to net just under 10 points 
and six assists per contests in 2011-12 at New 
Hampton, Prep, turned down a chance to play for 
his dad, who was at Tulsa at the time, and declined 
overtures from several small colleges in April of 
2012 to fulfill a dream to play for KU.

Evan lived in Lawrence from 2004 to ’12, the 
years his dad was on staff at KU.

“That would have been cool,” Manning said of 
perhaps earning lots of playing time at a small 
college, “but this has always been my dream. I 
don’t regret this at all and don’t think I ever will. 
This place has been too good to me to ever think 
about ‘what ifs.’ I love it here. I wouldn’t trade 
what I have, wouldn’t trade my teammates for the 
world and everything I learned.”

Manning also has three Big 12 title rings in his 
possession with a fourth soon to be fitted in 
recognition of KU’s 12th league title in a row.

Winning at a tradition-rich school like KU has been 
utterly rewarding, Evan indicated.

“When we were here as freshmen, me, Perry 
(Ellis), Lando (Landen Lucas), Ty (Tyler Self) and 
Mari (Jamari Traylor) ... we were all around Travis 
and they did that (2012) Late Night skit where 
he (Releford) had all his rings out. That was 
something. We looked at him and were like, ‘Hey 
when we leave here, we want to be like that. We 
want to have those opportunities to put ourselves 
in position to win the championship each year.’ 
We’ve been lucky enough to do that. That’s been 
our goal.”

Self, who has directed KU to the 12 titles, applauds 
the contribution of Manning, who has scored 
26 points and dished five assists in games and 
worked diligently on the scout team at practice 
thus far during his walk-on career.

“He gets it. He is smart. He is a great scout team 
guy,” Bill Self said. “He had the opportunity to go to 
other places but wanted to be here and loves KU.

“Evan will be successful in whatever he chooses 
to do. He got his degree in athletic administration 
so there’s several different avenues. He’ll have 
opportunities and certainly make the most of 
them.”

Manning this semester (as well as Perry Ellis 
and Tyler Self) has been working an internship 
around KU athletics. He started with the marketing 
department, moved on to facilities and will finish 
with the Williams Fund. Once he hits 600 hours, 
he’ll be eligible to receive his diploma and walk 
the hill in May.

“We get there at 8 a.m. and work until we have to 
start doing stuff for practice,” said Manning, who 
after graduation, will begin a summer internship 
for Pro Camps based in Cincinnati. “For marketing 
I help fold the T-shirts they throw out during the 
games, set up the Fun Zone for women’s games. 
A lot of brainstorming for football and helping get 
ideas going, that type of thing.

“It’s a lot different than class. It’s a lot more 
fun. They give us stuff to work on, kind of more 
freedom than a class. It’s cool.”

What will be really cool, he admits, is starting for 
KU in his final home game. Self has a tradition 
of starting his seniors, meaning Manning, Ellis, 
Jamari Traylor and Hunter Mickelson will start 
versus the Cyclones.

“Playing with my guys, I’m going to be really 
excited, happy to be out there,” Manning said. “I’ll 
play hard for the time that I can get. Hopefully I’ll 

contribute a little bit.”

Then after the game, he’ll give a short speech to 
the fans.

“I think I have the highest probability of crying out 
of everyone,” Manning said with a smile. “The last 
few games we’re running out of the tunnel, the 
whole time I’m thinking, ‘Man I’m going to miss 
this.’ Seeing all these people here, the love of KU 
basketball ... to be part of it is special. I’m going 
to miss it.”

Manning is through playing after this year. He 
won’t be heading to Europe to play for pay.

“This is the end of that,” he said. “I’m going to 
hang ’em up here, so to speak.”

Chances are he’ll work in the sports field, maybe 
the world of basketball.

“I like the competitive nature of sports, being able 
to be part of something where you can help guys 
get a victory in some manner. I think that’s a great 
feeling,” Manning said. “I’ve got some time to 
maybe get a GA (grad assistant) job in the next 
year or two. I think right now I might want to step 
away from it a little bit. Basketball is definitely a 
passion. I know I’ll get back to it. I just might need 
a little break from it after this.”
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Kansas’ Svi Mykhailiuk 
ready to translate summer 
work to the floor

Kansas City Star
Rustin Dodd
Sept. 21, 2015

On a morning in July, as his teammates ventured 
to the other side of the world, Svi Mykhailiuk found 
himself alone in the KU weight room, a solitary 
figure amidst the spacious rows of squat racks 
and bench presses.

On most days, Mykhailiuk says, he was joined by 
KU strength coach Andrea Hudy, who was recast 
as a personal trainer while the Kansas men’s 
basketball team was in South Korea for the World 
University Games.

Mykhailiuk, a sophomore guard from Ukraine, 
wasn’t eligible to play for KU, which was 
representing the United States at the tournament. 
But he did not mind the quiet back in Lawrence. 
When he was not working with Hudy, he was in 
the Jayhawks’ practice facility, sweating through 
basketball workouts with Maksym Mikhelson, a 
Ukrainian basketball coach who spent a month in 
Lawrence with his former pupil.

Mikhelson once coached Mykhailiuk during his 
days with a club team in Cherkasy, Ukraine. For 
a few weeks this summer, they reconnected over 
old drills and long workouts.

“I can tell he put in the extra work,” says Kansas 
guard Frank Mason, who was busy helping the 
Jayhawks win gold while Mykhailiuk toiled back 
on campus.
 
Two months later, Mykhailiuk is back with his 
teammates as Kansas began its annual preseason 
“Boot Camp” — a week of early morning sprints 
and grueling workouts — on Sunday morning. 
Two days into Boot Camp, Mykhailiuk said he 
already felt more comfortable than last year, when 
he was a 17-year-old freshman, still adjusting to 
the quirks of life in America.

Mykhailiuk, who is listed at 6 feet 8, says he weighs 
close to 207 now, up 17 pounds from his playing 
weight of 190 last season. He is more comfortable 
with the language, too — more conversational, 
less nervous and more likely to engage with his 
teammates and in his classes.

“I’ve learned some slang words and academic 
words,” Mykhailiuk says.

More than that, though, Mykhailiuk says he is more 
comfortable with his place in the Kansas program. 
A year ago, he entered the fall as something of a 
teenage mystery. He was barely 17 years old. He 
had been to the United States just twice before 
arriving on campus in the summer. He was new to 
a basketball program — and acclimating himself 
to a culture. In that context, his debut season 
appears reasonable — maybe even impressive.

Mykhailiuk won a starting spot in November 
before spending most of Big 12 play on the bench. 
He averaged 2.8 points in 11.2 minutes per game 
and shot just 30.6 percent from the floor, including 
29 percent from three-point range. He now feels 
he is ready to do more.

“With the team, I’ve been here for one year,” 
Mykhailiuk says. “So I know how everything is 
going, how things are working. I know the coaches 
and what they want from me. I know what they 
want from the team.”

In the offseason, Mykhailiuk set out to add 
strength and bulk to his frame, but he also wanted 
to refine his jumper. Entering college, his shooting 
ability was thought to be a strength. But for myriad 
reasons, Mykhailiuk never found a consistent 
rhythm as a freshman. This summer was about 
correcting that.

Mason calls Mykhailiuk the kind of player who will 
put up “unlimited shots throughout the night.” KU 
players are welcome to use their practice facility, 
which sits adjacent to Allen Fieldhouse, late into 
the night. Mykhailiuk is the kind of player who will 
test the limits of that late-night policy.

“Svi has been working hard since he’s been here,” 
Mason says, “working on every aspect of his 
game.”

On Monday, 18 days remained before Kansas tips 
off its season at Late Night in the Phog at Allen 
Fieldhouse. Mykhailiuk is still trying to figure out 
where he stands in a crowded backcourt with 
Mason, Devonte’ Graham and Wayne Selden. 
There will be time for that. But for the moment, as 
the offseason drags into its final weeks, Mykhailiuk 
feels good about how far he’s come thus far.

“I know,” he says, “how I can help the team.”
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Mason all business on court

Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore
Oct. 21, 2015

The TV cameras and still lenses don’t often catch 
Frank Mason III smiling on the basketball court.

“I always keep the same face no matter what 
happens. That’s just me. I’ll try to smile more 
maybe this year. I don’t know,” Mason, KU’s 
5-foot-11 junior point guard from Petersburg, 
Virginia said, his voice trailing off.

Mason pinpointed the reason he rarely grins 
after made baskets or alley oop passes to his 
teammates for highlight-reel slams.

“I’m just thinking about winning — the final score 
every game. That’s what goes through my mind,” 
Mason said. “I want to win every game. No matter 
what happens or how the game is going, I want 
to win.”

KU has won 52 games against 19 losses and 
snared a pair of Big 12 regular-season titles in his 
first two years at KU. However, the Jayhawks are 
just 2-2 in the NCAA Tournament in that span, last 
March suffering a defeat to Wichita State in the 
third round.

“I think about it all the time,” he said of a 78-65 
setback to WSU in Omaha in which he had 16 
points, one assist and five turnovers in 29 minutes. 
“Right now I’m just trying to focus on the season. 
(But) I definitely have flashbacks of that game. 
Stuff happens. We weren’t at our best then. They 
were the better team and got the win.”

Mason had a stellar sophomore season in 
averaging 12.6 points, second best mark on 
the team. He also dished 142 assists against 
74 tunovers while leading the squad in minutes 
played (33.2 per contest). For his efforts, he 
earned second-team all-Big 12 honors.

“Honestly I don’t care about all-Big 12 first-team, 
second team, honorable mention, none of that. I 
just want to win every game we play,” Mason said. 
“We’ll try our hardest to work hard to do whatever 
coach (Bill Self) wants to give us the best chance 
to be successful. All that other stuff doesn’t matter 
to me.”

Mason’s on-court production combined with his 
focus and intensity make him the obvious choice 
for team leader again this season.

“You have to have a guy that’s really vocal out 
there and a great leader to get everyone going, 
everyone motivated,” said the no-nonsense 
Mason, who admits his biggest joy is keeping up 
with his family back home in Virginia.

“My son is doing good,” he said of Amari, who is 
in pre-kindergarten. “He just started school. We’re 
pretty excited about that. I definitely do miss home. 
I miss everyone. I try to look at the bigger picture, 
stay positive. I’m always thinking about the things 
I can control. I do Facetime with him, just to see 
that face and get me in a better mood.”

And get him smiling, he might have added.
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Bill Self says ‘nobody’ 
tougher than KU basketball 
guard Frank Mason
Jayhawks defeat Mountaineers in 
‘chippy’ game as junior plays through 
elbow to jaw

Topeka Capital-Journal
Matt Galloway
Feb. 10, 2016

LAWRENCE — The scene Tuesday night was 
all too familiar for those who follow this Kansas 
basketball team closely.

Frank Mason was on the court, writhing in pain. 
A partisan Allen Fieldhouse crowd was booing a 
perceived no-call aiding the Jayhawks’ foe — in 
this instance, No. 10 West Virginia and guard Tarik 
Phillip, who swung an elbow into Mason’s jaw 
while driving for a layup.

Only this time, the KU point guard would not be 
receiving any sympathy from the man who is 
typically his most ardent supporter.

“He wouldn’t have had to take an elbow if he 
could’ve guarded the ball and kept it in front of 
him,” KU coach Bill Self said following the game. 
“So that’s what I take out of it. Guard the ball and 
you won’t get hit.”

As it turned out, the officials were more 
sympathetic to Mason’s plight than Self. Phillip 
would be called for a flagrant foul upon review, 
Mason would remain in the game and the No. 
6 Jayhawks would survive the contest’s final 
seven minutes for a pivotal 75-65 victory over the 
Mountaineers.

It took Mason a few seconds to compose himself 
physically, then a few more to check himself 
emotionally after realizing the officials had called 
him for a foul but not Phillip. He let out a scream in 
frustration. He threw a punch into the air from the 
seated position. He forcefully shook off teammate 
Wayne Selden, who was trying to restrain him.

Was the junior’s emotional outburst a reaction to 
the beating he has taken this year, and the season-
long struggle he has had to remain upright?

“No,” Mason later insisted. “It was just a reaction 
to the call.”

Selden restraining Mason was somewhat ironic in 

and of itself. The former was involved in a game-
long feud with West Virginia guard Jaysean Paige, 
highlighting a contest Self called “chippy.”

“It gets hard sometimes because there’s a lot of 
guys out there just talkin’ and sayin’ things that 
kind of get under your skin sometimes, things like 
that,” Mason said. “It’s tough to keep your focus 
sometimes, but you’ve got to be the better player 
and do the right things to help give your team the 
win.”

Mason shook off both the shot to his jaw and West 
Virginia’s jawing to finish with 14 points as the 
Jayhawks (20-4, 8-3) moved into a tie atop the Big 
12 standings with the Mountaineers (19-5, 8-3) 
and No. 3 Oklahoma, which KU plays on Saturday 
in Norman. It was one of Mason’s better games in 
conference play.

That might be faint praise, though: Mason is 
still shooting just 34.5 percent (39 for 113) 
from the field against Big 12 foes, all while 
averaging a team-high 35.7 minutes. Against the 
Mountaineers he made 3 of 7 shots with a pair of 
assists and turnovers — still a far cry from the 
Mason of December, but perhaps a step in the 
right direction.

Mason downplayed the damage to his jaw — “It’s 
a little sore, but I’ll be OK,” he said — continuing 
his trend of downplaying injuries.

Officially, he has been managing a leg ailment 
since around the time of the team’s triple-
overtime victory against Oklahoma on Jan. 5. And 
unofficially, the 5-foot-11, 185-pounder out of 
Petersburg, Va., is likely battling a lot more.

It is part of why Self tempered his critique of 
Mason’s defense with a reaffirmation of what he 
believes to be his greatest asset.

“Frank doesn’t always play great,” Self said, “but 
there is nobody tougher.”

The KU coach paused for a moment, just to add 
emphasis.

“Nobody.”
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Mason took winding road to 
reach No. 1 Kansas

Charleston Gazette 
Mike Casazza
Jan. 10, 2016

MORGANTOWN — Frank Mason III had the ball in 
his hands and a chance to put the game away or 
make sure his team couldn’t lose on a final shot.

The Kansas guard drove to the basket late in a 
possession and rolled a layup across the rim as 
the shot clock expired. West Virginia secured the 
rebound and called a timeout with 8.3 seconds to 
go.

The consolation for Mason was the time remaining. 
No worries, he thought, because No. 8 Kansas still 
led No. 22 WVU 61-60.

“I didn’t think there was any way they could get 
the inbound and get the ball down the court as fast 
as they had to,” Mason remembered of the final 
moments of last year’s game at the Coliseum. “But 
they did. He got the ball down the court really fast 
and made the layup.”

Juwan Staten, who was slightly offended before 
the game when ESPN’s sideline reporter asked 
if he was faster than Mason, covered the length 
of the court in four seconds, driving on Mason, 
spinning from the left side into the lane and then 
banking in a left-handed layup with 3.9 seconds 
showing.

That score survived one final scare, because Perry 
Ellis caught the quick inbound pass on the other 
side of the floor and inside his free-throw line and 
missed a hurried attempt to win the game.

“It was a crazy finish,” Mason said, “to a crazy 
game.”

And it was proof again that things are rarely quite 
as they seem to Mason, the junior who averages 
13.5 points, 5.5 rebounds and 4.6 assists per 
game and shoots 40.5 percent from 3-point range 
for the top-ranked Jayhawks (14-1, 3-0), who look 
to snap their two-game Coliseum losing streak in 
Tuesday’s 7 p.m. ESPN game against No. 17 WVU 
(14-1, 3-0).

Mason was initially set on playing basketball at 
Towson, first committing and then signing with 
the Tigers of the Colonial Athletic Association. But 
before that resolved itself and Mason spent a year 

at a military school before joining the Jayhawks, 
he was a 1,900-point scorer in high school.

At most places, that would be a school record. At 
Petersburg High in southern Virginia, it’s No. 2.

“I really think it could be No. 1, but my freshman 
year, I was good enough to play varsity, but we had 
a lot of Division I guys on the team,” Mason said. 
“My coach saw the talent in me and moved me 
up, so I was in ninth grade playing on varsity, and I 
didn’t play much. I had like 65 total points.”

The record book will forever show Mason trailing 
the most prolific Petersburg product: Moses 
Malone.

Mason is no stranger to big men at that level, 
though. For two seasons, he paired with Quinton 
Spain, the former WVU offensive lineman who 
made the Tennessee Titans roster as an undrafted 
free agent this season and started six of the seven 
games he played. Spain today is 6-foot-4 and 
330 pounds, but he was big even before he found 
college and professional strength and conditioning 
programs.

“He was huge, probably the biggest guy I’ve ever 
played with,” Mason said. “He used his body well 
on offense and defense. He rebounded the ball for 
us and even dunked a couple times. He did a lot to 
help the team.”

Spain, Mason and the Crimson Wave lost the 
state championship game in 2010 — on another 
buzzer-beater, no less — and then Mason led the 
state in scoring with 27.4 points per game as a 
junior and 27.1 per game as a senior. Petersburg 
again lost the state championship game in 2012, 
but Mason’s career was just getting started.

He was off to Towson in the fall to play for former 
Pitt assistant Pat Skerry. During Mason’s senior 
season at Petersburg, Skerry was 1-31, and the 
highlight of his first year was a January win that 
snapped a NCAA-record 41-game losing streak.

“I always knew I could play wherever I wanted 
to and with whoever I wanted to,” Mason said. 
“I always thought I was good enough, but at the 
time, that was the best opportunity for me coming 
from where I come from.

“It was a Division I offer and I was excited about it. 
I knew I was better than Towson, but I was excited 
to have an offer and I wanted to take it. It was a 
chance to get out.”

Mason never made it there, and he knew there 

were some academic questions he’d have to 
answer to. He thought he was doing that one 
day when he said his AAU coach drove him to 
Massanutten Military Academy, in Woodstock, Va.

“He told me I was testing down at the prep school,” 
Mason said, thinking that might solve some of his 
problems. “So I actually went down there to take a 
test and they had me on a visit. I’m like, ‘Why are 
you showing me around?’ I ended up going there, 
and that’s what opened up my recruitment. It’s a 
crazy story.”

Mason was able to play AAU tournaments 
throughout the summer, and Kansas took notice 
during one showy event in Las Vegas. He played 
at Massanutten, averaging 17 points and eight 
assists as the team went 30-4 and advanced to the 
quarterfinals of the National Prep Championship.

“It changed everything for me,” he said. “I could 
have never seen myself at a military school 
coming where I come from, but I did seven months 
there and it gave me an opportunity to play some 
more and to get some more schools to look at me. 
That’s when it all started coming together.”
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Frank Mason getting right at 
right time for surging KU
Junior guard scores team-high 16 as 
Jayhawks take two-game Big 12 lead

Topeka Capital-Journal
Matt Galloway
Feb. 21, 2016

LAWRENCE — Frank Mason appears to be getting 
right at just the right time.

And for that matter, so are his Jayhawks.

The Kansas guard scored a team-high 16 points in 
Saturday’s 72-63 victory against Kansas State at 
Bramlage Coliseum, pacing KU to its first victory 
in Manhattan in three seasons, a Sunflower 
Showdown season sweep and a two-game lead in 
the Big 12 with just four games to play.

Mason did the most damage as the No. 2 
Jayhawks (23-4, 11-3 Big 12) built a 10-point lead 
before halftime. He scored the final seven points 
of a 14-0 run near the end of the period, capping 
the rally with a steal and a layup on the other end.

The junior said chasing his first career win at 
Bramlage was a big motivating factor.

“It’s very important for me and the guys,” Mason 
said. “There’s a couple of us that hadn’t had a win 
here, and we kind of took it personal.”

Mason guided the KU offense for a team-high 33 
minutes, racking up five assists to one turnover. 
He would finish 5 for 9 from the field — and 3 for 
3 during the first-half run that turned a four-point 
KU deficit into a 10-point lead.

Saturday’s contest also represented the fourth 
straight game in which Mason has scored at least 
14 points, shooting 50 percent (16 for 32) during 
the stretch.

While Mason’s overall play is “on an uptick,” as 
KU coach Bill Self puts it, Mason is still struggling 
from beyond the arc. His last Big 12 game with 
multiple 3-pointers came Jan. 19 at Oklahoma 
State, and he has only two games this season with 
more than two 3s.

“He’s been really good for three or four games in a 
row,” Self said. “The thing about it is he’s just not 
making shots yet.

“He went through a phase there where he wasn’t 

playing really well, but I think he’s playing at a 
pretty high level.”

Mason admits he “hasn’t been at (his) best” in 
conference play but said he is hopeful Saturday’s 
performance represents a step in the right 
direction.

“I think I’ll be better moving forward,” Mason said. 
“This game helped me out.”

The only real blemish on Mason’s evening came 
when he was part of a double technical along with 
K-State’s D.J. Johnson.

In the aftermath of the fouls, called with 6:05 left in 
the game, Mason argued his innocence to Self. The 
5-foot-11, 185-pound native of Petersburg, Va., 
approached Self on the sideline and emphatically 
said, “Coach, I didn’t say anything.”

After watching the replay, it appears neither player 
said much to warrant the potentially game-altering 
technicals. Self would later say he “didn’t see it.” 
Still, the KU coach was cautious in defending his 
point guard, whom past and present Jayhawks 
have referred to as a “bulldog.”

“I shouldn’t defend Frank much because, you 
know, his roots, where he grew up, will come out 
with him when his manhood is challenged,” Self 
said with a grin. “There is no doubt about it.”
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Bill Self believes KU forward 
has ‘fallen in love with 
basketball’
Hunter Mickelson working to build on 
strong performance in World University 
Games

Topeka Capital-Journal
Jesse Newell
Nov. 3, 2015

LAWRENCE — There was a moment this summer 
during the World University Games when Hunter 
Mickelson had a moment of clarity.

Loose balls were finding him. He always seemed 
to be in the right spot for offensive rebounds.

“After the first two or three games, I realized I was 
playing fairly well,” the Kansas senior said. “But at 
the time, it clicked that it was because of energy 
— getting me in places I wanted to be, finding 
the ball.”

That version of Mickelson ended up being one of 
KU’s most productive players, as the 6-foot-10 
forward averaged 8.4 points and 4.9 rebounds in 
helping the Jayhawks to the gold medal.

Since then, KU coach Bill Self has been quick 
to label Mickelson as one of the team’s most 
improved players from a year ago heading into 
Wednesday’s 7 p.m. exhibition opener against 
Pittsburg State.

So what’s the difference?

“I think he’s fallen in love with basketball,” Self 
said. “When he got here, I don’t know that he 
loved it.”

After two unhappy years at Arkansas, Mickelson 
transferred to KU, where he had to sit out a year. He 
played only sparingly last season while struggling 
to learn the system, totaling 133 minutes in 19 
games. At times, Self believed Mickelson had lost 
his passion for the game.

That doesn’t appear to be the case any more.

“When you get to that stage where you’re not 
thinking a whole lot and it’s not like a big burden, 
you can have a free mind,” Mickelson said. “That’s 
what coach (Fred) Quartlebaum says: ‘Just play 
with a free mind. Go out there and play and have 
fun.’”

Mickelson also has gone through a physical 
transformation in the last three years.

During one of his first days on campus, Mickelson 
remembers strength coach Andrea Hudy testing 
him and telling him that his athleticism profiled to 
that of a baseball player.

“That’s not really what I was looking for,” 
Mickelson said.

The two went about changing it. One of Mickelson’s 
main struggles was with squats, and Hudy 
diagnosed early on that Mickelson wasn’t getting 
low enough when he was trying to complete the 
exercise.

The two went back to the basics. Hudy removed 
almost all the weight, having him focus on using 
the proper technique before going any further.

“It’s definitely helped,” Mickelson said. “I think 
I’m leaps and bounds better than I was when I got 
here.”

Mickelson also is proud of the fact that he’s lifting 
with greater velocity — one of the measures Hudy 
tracks in the weight room.

“She tells me I’m doing pretty good and says that 
I’m making progress and that I’m a lot better than 
when I got here,” Mickelson said. “That’s the kind 
of stuff you want to hear.”

In three years, Self has enjoyed getting to know 
Mickelson. Describing the Jonesboro, Ark., native 
as “country” — “I’m sure Hunter’s got a gun rack 
in his pickup truck” — the 13th-year coach notes 
Mickelson responds to those he talks to with “sir” 
or “ma’am.”

“The players love him. They absolutely love him,” 
Self said. “He’s fun.”

Mickelson, who will battle for minutes in a deep 
KU frontcourt, said his main goal is to continue 
playing hard at all times.

“It cuts down on the thinking,” Mickelson said. 
“You can just go out and play.”
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Hunter Mickelson quietly 
delivers ‘best game’ in 
Kansas rout
Senior overcomes foul-plagued slow 
start, neutralizes Baylor’s Gathers

Topeka Capital-Journal
Brent Maycock
Jan. 2, 2016

LAWRENCE — On a stat sheet filled with gaudy 
totals from No. 2 Kansas’ 102-74 blowout of No. 
23 Baylor in Saturday’s Big 12 opener, Hunter 
Mickelson’s numbers certainly don’t immediately 
jump out.

Of Kansas’ five starters, the 6-foot-10 senior 
forward was the only one who didn’t reach 
double-figure scoring, tallying just seven points. 
His six rebounds shared the team lead, but 
weren’t an eye-popping number, and his three 
blocks matched a season-high but also were less 
than half of his career best.

Yet the sum of the whole — which also included 
an assist and steal and just one turnover — were 
greater than the parts and spoke volumes to 
Jayhawk coach Bill Self.

“He was good,” Self said. “I thought this was the 
best game he’s had. Seven points obviously isn’t 
unbelievable production. But seven, six (rebounds) 
and three blocked shots — I thought he was active 
and his length bothered people. ... I thought all of 
our bigs contributed and did some good things 
today, all six of them, but I really felt like Hunter 
today was the best he’s played as a starter in the 
minutes he got.”

Those minutes were sparse in the first half as 
Mickelson picked up two fouls in the game’s first 
five minutes, sending him to the bench for the 
remainder of the half. During an opening burst 
where Kansas smacked the Bears with a 24-4 
knockout blow, Mickelson’s lone contribution was 
a blocked shot that led to a fast-break 3-pointer 
by Devonte Graham.

“It was a little bit slow, slower than usual,” 
Mickelson said of his opening half.

His time on the bench wasn’t wasted, however. 
Mickelson kept a keen eye on how the flow of 
the game, particularly inside, was going, mentally 
preparing to make a difference in the second half.

And that he did.

Going head to head most of the night with Baylor 
standout Rico Gathers, Mickelson was the Big 12 
first-teamer’s equal in the second half. Hitting 2 
of 3 shots from the field and making 3 of 4 free 
throws, Mickelson matched Gathers’ second-half 
point total with seven. He also out-rebounded 
the conference’s leading rebounder in the half 
(6-5) and helped hold Gathers under his season 
averages of 14.1 points and 11 rebounds as the 
Bear forward finished with 12 points and nine 
rebounds.

“It was definitely important because he’s kind of 
the heart and soul of what they do,” Mickelson 
said of Gathers, who at times appeared worn 
down by Kansas’ effort against him. “We had to 
limit him and it was important to kind of have that 
draw like that and let our other guys move forward 
and get going like they did.”

Making his sixth start of the season, Mickelson 
logged a season-high 17 minutes despite 
missing the bulk of the first half with his two 
early fouls. Though his stat line virtually mirrored 
his performance against Oregon State in mid-
December (7 points, 6 rebounds, 2 blocks), it 
was the manner in which Mickelson delivered it 
which merited praise from not only Self, but his 
teammates.

“He did great,” Jayhawk senior forward Perry Ellis 
said. “Just getting out there and getting after loose 
balls, contesting shots and getting rebounds. It 
was huge.”

For a team which has been looking for increased 
presence in the paint at both ends of the floor, 
Mickelson’s emergence is welcome.

“It’s just experience and time put in,” Mickelson 
said. “Being put in the starting spot was something 
that was new to me and now that I am, I’m rolling 
with it and getting more confidence as I go along.”



2015-16 #kubball

Press Clippings

Kansas forward Hunter 
Mickelson is an unlikely 
starter — and the most 
skilled hunter in Big 12 
basketball

Kansas City Star
Rustin Dodd
Jan. 11, 2016

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Hunter Mickelson developed a love for hunting 
while growing up in Jonesboro, Ark.
• He learned the sport from his father, Darien, who 
worked as a local guide
• Mickelson, a senior, has worked his way into a 
starting role for No. 1 Kansas

The best shot of Hunter Mickelson’s life came in a 
small pit blind in rural Arkansas, two best friends 
by his side, his father tasked with sending out the 
duck call. Hunter and his friends were young then, 
maybe 9 or 10, and they had journeyed out to hunt 
Green-winged Teal, a small breed of duck with a 
history of being a nuisance to even the quickest 
and most accurate marksman.

“They’re the fastest birds that fly,” says Hunter’s 
father, Darien Mickelson.

Hunter Mickelson was no novice in a duck blind, of 
course. He had been around the sport most of his 
life, following his father, a local guide, around the 
rice fields and local farms outside of Jonesboro, 
Ark.

These days, Mickelson is a senior forward at 
Kansas, a former transfer occupying a starting 
spot among the Jayhawks’ committee of 
frontcourt bodies. After two seasons at Kansas 
— one spent sitting out for transfer rules and one 
spent just sitting — Mickelson has willed his way 
to a starting spot on the nation’s No. 1 team. Which 
likely means he is the most skilled duck hunter in 
all of college basketball, if such a title existed.

There has always been something about the 
experience that suited him, his father says. The 
sounds and smells. The calm and quiet before the 
burst of activity. The long mornings spent in the 
elements that, even as a young boy, took Hunter’s 
mind off basketball.

There was also the exhilaration of the perfect 
shot, which came on that day in the early 2000s. 

As Darien Mickelson stood watching, spotting a 
group of ducks flying in, his son popped out of the 
blind and took aim.

Hunter Mickelson took one shot from his 20 gauge. 
Three Green-winged Teal ducks hit the ground. 
Mickelson’s two best friends, Rodney James and 
Freddy Prince, surveyed the shot and said the 
same thing at the same moment.

Did three of those just fall?!

“It’s rare to get a double,” Darien Mickelson says. 
“But hardly ever do you shoot three.”

“That was probably my luckiest,” Mickelson says 
now.

Luck, of course, is a relative term, in both 
basketball and hunting. While plenty of college 
basketball players grew up around the pastime 
of hunting, few pursued the sport like Mickelson, 
who grew up in Jonesboro, home to some of the 
country’s best waterfowl hunting.

“School, basketball and hunting,” Mickelson says. 
“That has been pretty much what I’ve been doing 
since the start.”

In fact, this is almost true in a literal sense, for 
even his first name is not a coincidence. Darien 
Mickelson grew up in Tyler, Minn., hunting all sorts 
of game before making a career in the United 
States Army. When his first son was born in 1992, 
Darien and his wife Lynne were living in Fort Louis, 
Wash. They pondered a few names, but Darien 
kept coming back to one.

“I always liked Hunter,” Darien says.

To confirm that his father is serious, Hunter 
Mickelson points to his younger brother, born four 
years later. He got the name Chase.

“If you’re chasing something, you’re hunting it,” 
Hunter Mickelson says. “And if you’re hunting 
something, you’re chasing it, so it’s a little like a 
back-and-forth.”

When Mickelson was young, his family relocated 
to Jonesboro, Ark. His father retired from the Army 
and joined the National Guard. He also took a part-
time gig as a hunting guide, hosting out-of-state 
guys from Tennessee or Georgia who journeyed to 
the area to hunt Mallards, known colloquially as 
“green heads”. At first, Darien says, little Hunter 
could only assist. He would handle decoys, tote 
gear, or just take in the scene. When he was old 
enough, Darien passed on the family tradition.

“Hunter loves the sounds and watching the birds 
as much as he does shooting them,” Darien says. 
“That’s something he’s always enjoyed. He can 
relax. There’s no pressure on him. He gets away 
from basketball. He just takes it all in.”

The latter, of course, would be useful as Mickelson 
grew to 6-foot-10 and became one of the top 
high school basketball recruits in the state of 
Arkansas. After a sterling career at Westside High 
School, Mickelson opted to stay home, signing 
with Arkansas and head coach John Pelphrey. 
But two years later, after Mike Anderson and his 
up-tempo style had replaced Pelphrey, Mickelson 
went looking for a better fit.

He chose Kansas — a school that had recruited 
him out of high school — and while the process 
took time, Mickelson and the Jayhawks appear 
better for the decision.

“Of course, there were moments where I was 
frustrated, because I wasn’t playing,” Mickelson 
says.

“But then again, looking back, I kind of understand 
why.”

In some ways, the reasons were obvious. As a 
junior, Mickelson was caught in a roster crunch, 
falling behind Perry Ellis, Landen Lucas, Jamari 
Traylor and Cliff Alexander in the rotation. In 
short, Kansas coach Bill Self says it took time 
for Mickelson to build the “trust factor” he had 
developed with Lucas and Traylor, two veterans 
who had been in the program longer.

“It hadn’t happened as soon as what he probably 
would have hoped,” Self says. “But I think Hunter 
went through a period of time where he didn’t love 
the game near as much. I think he just fell back in 
love with it, to be real candid.”

As No. 1 Kansas prepares to face No. 11 West 
Virginia on Tuesday night in Morgantown, W.Va., 
Mickelson’s love has perhaps never been stronger, 
even as his playing time fluctuates. Mickelson 
has started the Jayhawks’ last eight games, but 
he is playing just 10.2 minutes per game for 
the season, averaging 3.3 points, 2.9 rebounds 
and 1.9 blocks. In the Jayhawks’ ever-changing 
frontcourt rotation, it’s unclear what his rotation 
will be in a month, but Darien Mickelson says his 
son is where he always wanted to be.

“The only thing he’s ever wanted to do since he 
was little is play on a top-10 team and play in an 
NCAA tournament,” Darien Mickelson says. “And 



@KUHoops 2015-16 

Press Clippings

now, he knows it’s realistic.”

Life at Kansas does have one fairly significant 
drawback, though. It’s taken away most of his 
days in a pit blind. In recent years, Mickelson says, 
his hunting adventures have been relegated to the 
few days around Christmas. Two years ago, while 
he was sitting out, he went once in Kansas with 
former Kansas star Wayne Simien. But it wasn’t 
quite the same.

“I didn’t have my gun,” Mickelson says. “I had to 
borrow gear.”

His second sport remains in his blood. Mickelson 
ponders a career related to hunting when his 
basketball days are over, and his talent has 
survived the time off as well. Two years ago, 
Mickelson returned home for Christmas and went 
on a flooded timber Mallard hunt with his father. 
He had not shot a gun in a year, Darien says, but 
it did not matter.

“He’s got such good eye-hand coordination,” 
Darien Mickelon says. “He killed the first five 
ducks he shot at with one shot before he missed 
one.”

Kansas City Star
Rustin Dodd
Jan. 11, 2016
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‘Svi’ relished visit from 
parents

Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore
Jan. 17, 2016

KU sophomore guard Svi Mykhailiuk wasn’t able 
to return to his birthplace of Cherkasy, Ukraine, to 
see loved ones during the Jayhawks’ short three-
day holiday break in late December.

So home came to him recently, in the form of his 
mom, Inna, and dad, Iurri, who were in town for 
KU’s victories over UC Irvine, Baylor and Oklahoma.

“They stayed three home games, two weeks. It 
was pretty cool. I hadn’t seen them in a long time. 
I was really happy,” Mykhailiuk said after scoring 
seven points with two assists, two rebounds, two 
turnovers and a steal in Saturday’s 70-63 home 
victory over TCU in Allen Fieldhouse.

“We had a really good time. They don’t know the 
language that well. I think they are getting better. 
They’ve been here one time (before), so it’s not 
that hard for them,” Mykhailiuk added.

KU coach Bill Self enjoyed his meetings with 
the Mykhailiuks — sometimes with, sometimes 
without interpreters.

“Iurri speaks very broken English, and mom speaks 
no English, basically. When I saw them one day, 
they walked up, and it was like, ‘Congratulations,’ 
or whatever they said. It was in the middle of the 
day. I hadn’t done anything. I was walking down 
the hallway,” he added laughing.

“We saw them walking downtown twice. They 
talked about how great the weather was, balmy. 
It was 28. Iurri said it was minus-20 in Ukraine.

“I know it was great for Svi to see them. He’s an 
18-year-old kid. He’s still the youngest on our 
team. Think about not getting to see your parents 
much. Of course, with technology now we can talk 
to ’em every day. It was good to have them here.

“They love it,” Self added of mom and dad 
watching Svi play ball. “That was Svi’s life over 
there. He trained all the time. They loved ball.”

The 6-foot-8 Mykhailiuk, who averages 6.2 ppg 
for the Jayhawks (15-2, 4-1), had a highlight-
reel play in Saturday’s game. He raced coast to 
coast to complete a dazzling layup that gave the 

Jayhawks a 69-52 lead at 2:24.

“I was driving the ball. I saw the player turn and 
reach. I did a spin and laid it in,” Mykhailiuk said. 
“It was a pretty fun game. We always have fun 
when we’re playing. But the last two games (a 
win over TCU and a loss at West Virginia) have not 
been real good. We need to regroup, try harder in 
practice and games.”

TCU dominated the final two minutes, actually 
slicing that gap from 17 to the final margin of 
seven.

“We didn’t play very well on defense at all,” 
Mykhailiuk said of the last two games. “We need 
to work harder in practice, focus in on our jobs, 
help our teammates, have great effort and energy 
and come up to the next game at Oklahoma State 
(6 p.m. Tuesday in Stillwater) and try to win.

“I think the key is defense every game — defense, 
rebound and run the floor. If we play defense, 
we’ll have more breaks, easy possessions, more 
layups,” he added.

Self has not been pleased with the energy of late.

“We talked a lot about that, not from a punishment 
standpoint, but what was wrong at West Virginia 
from an energy level,” Self said. “They could have 
won the game, and we could have played very 
well. We didn’t give it a good chance because I 
thought our energy level was so low.

“I thought today was very similar (vs. TCU). We 
didn’t give anything for the crowd to get excited 
about, for the most part. It hurts when you 
basically miss six straight free throws — front 
ends and two-shot fouls. You have a chance to get 
some separation and have some things going. We 
kind of keep the other team in it. TCU didn’t quit. 
They didn’t go away. We had a chance to crack the 
game open. We never could get it done.”

He had more to say about lack of energy.

“I don’t think our guys played with a lack of effort. 
Our guys played with lack of energy,” Self said. 
“When you play with a lack of energy, sometimes 
you look slow. Energy is contagious. When you 
play with energy, you are always half a step 
quicker. You are always explosive. You are lighter 
on your feet. A lot of guys try real hard, but if you 
don’t have that bounce and that energy, you never 
look quite as quick as you do if you turn it up from 
an energy standpoint, and enthusiasm is a big part 
of that.”
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The Svi Mykhailiuk Waiting 
Game: Will the LeBron 
of Ukraine Break Out at 
Kansas?

Bleacher Report
C.J. Moore 
Nov. 23, 2015

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Last summer before 
Sviatoslav Mykhailiuk arrived on the Kansas 
campus, KU assistant coach Kurtis Townsend was 
helping the Utah Jazz and was approached by a 
player who had spent the last year in Ukraine.

“You’re getting a kid I played with last year,” 
Jason Washburn, an American-born player, told 
Townsend. “Sviatoslav.”

“How good is he?” Townsend asked, as KU’s 
coaches had yet to see Mykhailiuk play in person.

“Oh, Coach, he’s really good,” Washburn said. “He 
can shoot. He can handle the ball.”

Washburn not only had grown an appreciation 
for Mykhailiuk that past year when the 16-year-
old practiced with the professional team in his 
town, the Cherkasy Mavpy, but Washburn had also 
grown to love Cherkasy and now had a vested 
interest in the city’s favorite son.

“This is a crazy comparison, but he’s like the 
LeBron of Cherkasy in terms of fame,” Washburn 
said. “He goes there, and it’s just like, wow, like 
how it is for Jeremy Lin in China. That’s what he is 
to that country.”

Back in the United States, Mykhailiuk is the 
equivalent of Lin in his first go-around with the 
Houston Rockets when he was cut from the 
roster—only if a small segment of the basketball 
community had held onto the belief that Linsanity 
was even a possibility.

Mykhailiuk, a 6’8” wing, is very much on the radar 
of NBA scouts and folks who evaluate prospects. A 
year ago he earned a spot on the Ukraine National 
Team in the FIBA World Cup as a 17-year-old and 
then went to Kansas as the youngest player in the 
history of the storied program and started six of 
the first eight games.

But this is where the story gets confusing and 
why Mykhailiuk is one of the biggest enigmas in 
college basketball.

Mykhailiuk averaged 2.8 points, shot 30.6 
percent from the field and went from starter to 
benchwarmer once the calendar flipped to 2015 
during his freshman year at Kansas. He did 
not even leave the bench in 10 games for the 
Jayhawks after January and played more than 
10 minutes only three times over the final three 
months of the season.

Yet despite those modest numbers, Mykhailiuk 
has been a fixture on 2016 mock draft boards. 
DraftExpress.com has Mykhailiuk currently 
projected to go 17th in the 2016 NBA draft.

“I think everyone feels it’s a matter of when, not if, 
as far as him breaking out,” an Eastern Conference 
scout told Bleacher Report.

This season, Kansas coach Bill Self is bringing 
Mykhailiuk off the bench, and it’s still not clear 
how prominent a role he’ll have. Through two 
games, he’s averaging 4.5 points in 14 minutes 
per game. Whether his role will gradually increase 
and how KU uses him is still in the air.

Will Mykhailiuk be the country’s most talented 
bench guy who is an X-factor for KU’s success? 
Or will he be college basketball’s most talented 
benchwarmer, stuck behind starter Wayne Selden 
and sharpshooting sub Brannen Greene, whom 
Self believes is the country’s best shooter?

--

To understand how Mykhailiuk got in this spot, it 
helps to follow where the hype began.

Mykhailiuk dominated back in the summer of 2013 
at the FIBA under-16 European Championships 
when he averaged 25.2 points per game, putting 
himself on the international radar. He could be 
on a professional roster in Europe right now, but 
some of the best young prospects in Europe are 
choosing to take the college route to the NBA.

Mykhailiuk is joined in the 2016 mock drafts by 
Utah’s Jakob Poeltl (from Austria) and Gonzaga’s 
Domantas Sabonis (from Lithuania).

“This is kind of a new phenomenon,” a Western 
Conference scout said. “Guys in Europe realize 
this is a lot better for the development of younger 
players, so you’re seeing a lot more foreign guys 
come over.

“There’s less money in international basketball 
and less opportunity for these guys to play and 
develop. Over here, they get to be in situations 

where they get to play. They get to benefit from 
what we do over here such as training table. A 
lot of college teams do better than NBA teams 
making sure these guys have the right food, right 
calorie intake and break down their diets, and 
obviously the weight training programs over here 
are superior to what they have over there. I expect 
it to really continue.”

Every move by Mykhailiuk in the last few years, 
including picking KU, has been made with an eye 
toward a future NBA career. He spent his final year 
in his hometown of Cherkasy practicing with the 
professional team in town every night.

“I had school from 8:30 to 3 p.m., practice from 6 
to 8,” Mykhailiuk said. “I didn’t do anything else. 
Just school, basketball, sleep.”

Mykhailiuk used the experience to indoctrinate 
himself in American basketball.

“He used to drill us with questions about 
American basketball,” said Washburn, who played 
collegiately at Utah and was with the Charlotte 
Hornets in the preseason this year. “He dreamed 
big. He wanted to play in America. He wanted to 
play in the NBA.”

The dream became real, or at least, realistic, when 
Mykhailiuk made his first trip to the United States 
in April  2014. He had been invited to play on 
the international team at the Nike Hoop Summit, 
which includes a who’s who of the best prospects 
from outside the U.S.

Mykhailiuk barely played in the game—his final 
line was two points in 13 minutes—but he had 
generated a buzz among NBA scouts with his play 
at the practices leading up to the game.

“He was really good that week,” an Eastern 
Conference scout from another team told B/R.

“He had skill and feel beyond his years and a 
toughness,” a Western Conference scout said. “He 
just really knows how to play. You can run any drill 
and any scrimmage, and he doesn’t look lost. He 
doesn’t back down.”

Self and assistant coach Kurtis Townsend also 
made the pilgrimage to Portland for the Hoop 
Summit to meet face-to-face with Mykhailiuk. The 
Kansas staff had learned of Mykhailiuk at the Final 
Four when a guy Self knew approached him and 
told him there was a 16-year-old in Ukraine who 
was “going to be terrific.” The messenger, whose 
identity Self will not reveal, gave the coach the 
teenager’s contact information.
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KU’s coaches tracked down some tape on 
Mykhailiuk, and Self contacted the Spurs to see if 
he was worth recruiting; Self is close friends with 
San Antonio general manager R.C. Buford.

“The Spurs probably do as good a job as anybody 
(scouting), although I don’t know that there’s a 
lot of secrets,” Self said. “They thought he had a 
chance to be really good.”

KU’s coaches were not allowed to watch 
Mykhailiuk practice at the Hoop Summit, and they 
ended up spending only 15 minutes with him to 
show him some tape and let him know they were 
interested.

Mykhailiuk committed to Kansas four weeks later 
after he made a second trip to the U.S. to visit 
Kansas and Virginia.

“It was the tradition,” Mykhailiuk said. “Everyone 
knows KU is a great program with great coaches, 
and they’d won Big 12 10 years in a row. There 
was a spot for me, and I know I’m going to develop 
here, so I choose here.”

He was going to be a Jayhawk and KU’s coaches 
had yet to ever see him play in person.

--

Kansas strength and conditioning coach 
Andrea Hudy pulls up two pictures of a shirtless 
Mykhailiuk side by side. One picture is Mykhailiuk 
soon after he arrived on KU’s campus last summer. 
His shoulders are slumped forward. His chest is 
flat, and his arms look like noodles.

“I knew he’d be a project,” Hudy says. “Look at 
this guy!”

The picture on the right is recent. He’s standing 
more upright with his shoulders back. His chest 
and arms are defined. The 17 pounds he’s put on 
in the last year are obvious, but what jumps out at 
Hudy is the way Mykhailiuk stands.

“The posture is the main point,” she says. “The 
posturing, to get that right, it helps running and 
jumping and lateral movements. You talk about 
him as a physical person last year to what he is 
now...completely different. I think that provides 
comfort and confidence.”

Comfort and confidence are what KU’s coaches 
are selling when they try to explain why we will 
see a different Mykhailiuk this season.

As a freshman, Mykhailiuk wasn’t ever really able 
to show the skill level that had scouts excited 
heading into his college career. The first obstacle 
he couldn’t overcome was his body.

“The game was a little bit too physical for him,” 
Townsend said. “Guys would bump him off 
screens, and he’d get screened and stick to the 
screen. It was stuff like that he wasn’t used to, 
but he had a high IQ, he knew how to play and he 
could pass the ball.”

The maturity of Mykhailiuk’s game and his play 
in practice convinced Self he should start early in 
the season over fellow freshman Kelly Oubre, who 
ended up taking over the small forward starting 
spot and getting picked 15th overall in the 2015 
NBA draft.

“He was really good in practice,” said the second 
Eastern Conference scout, who visited Kansas for 
a non-conference game early in the season last 
year. “He was making shots. He was defending, he 
was rebounding and then he got in that game, and 
he was a complete nervous wreck.”

Mykhailiuk’s problem once the games started was 
that he couldn’t ever settle in mentally.

“The game was really fast,” he said.

Mykhailiuk couldn’t catch up and looked in a 
hurry. It became apparent he wasn’t going to be 
able to fill the role KU’s coaches hoped he could 
as a wing shooter.

“We probably put him in a situation where it was 
a little bit too much too fast, and I think he lost his 
confidence,” Self said. “He went through a stretch 
where he didn’t make shots so his playing time 
went down.”

Mykhailiuk passed most of the eye tests this 
preseason. He doesn’t get pushed around, and he 
knows where he’s supposed to be on the floor.

His comfort level around his teammates and 
maturity were obvious at a practice last month 
when freshman guard Lagerald Vick messed 
up on a defensive switch. After Self reamed the 
freshman, Mykhailiuk approached him the way a 
veteran would.

“Next play,” he told Vick. “Next play. Next play.”

Such a philosophy is one that will benefit 
Mykhailiuk going forward. One missed shot led to 
the next last year, and “he predicated playing well 
on whether or not the ball went in the hole or not,” 

Self said.

Mykhailiuk is shooting the ball better so far this 
year. He made five threes in an exhibition win and 
is 1-of-2 thus far in regular-season games, but 
he’s never been very consistent with his jumper. 
He has shot 28.8 percent from three-point range 
in FIBA competition (29 games) and was just a 
28.8 percent three-point shooter at Kansas last 
season. So there’s a divide between perception 
and the results.

“Interesting thing about international guards is 
everybody here in the States thinks every 6’5”, 
6’6” or 6-foot-7 international wing player is a 
great shooter, and that’s never been Svi’s biggest 
strength,” ESPN analyst Fran Fraschilla said. “His 
biggest strength is being an all-around guard and 
playmaker—getting to the basket.”

It’s not just the basketball prejudices at play 
here, though. Mykhailiuk has the framework of a 
dependable jumper.  

“I’ve seen him make 27 threes in a row in a 
shooting drill,” Self said. “I counted them. I was 
just going, ‘Are you kidding me?’ In a drill where 
it’s game speed. But it’s one thing to make them 
in drills; it’s another thing when you’ve got guys 
running at you.”

Mykhailiuk also has some variables outside of 
his jumper that could earn him playing time. He 
handles the ball well enough to be a secondary 
ball-handler when one of KU’s starting guards 
Frank Mason or Devonte’ Graham goes to the 
bench, and he has the quickness and length to be 
a good defender. But it’s his jumper that will likely 
determine his fate.

“He’s much better. He’s much more confident,” 
Self said. “It’s still going to come down to him 
making shots to be real candid with you, because 
that’s what gives him confidence. But there’s no 
reason why he can’t be a really good player. I 
mean a really good player.”

--

The big question is what happens if Mykhailiuk’s 
potential doesn’t turn into production this season. 
The easy conclusion to draw is that he could 
go back overseas and play professionally if he 
doesn’t like how things are playing out at Kansas, 
and KU’s coaches worried about just that a year 
ago.

“I was concerned with that,” Self said. “But it 
should have never been a concern, because Svi 



@KUHoops 2015-16 

Press Clippings

said, ‘No, I came over here to be a pro. I didn’t 
come over to go back to play in the professional 
leagues over there. I came here to try to play in the 
NBA, and this would be my best chance to do so.’ 
I don’t think he ever wavered at all, but with us, 
that was a concern that could potentially happen.”

Mykhailiuk backs up that statement. “No. No. I 
didn’t think about it, because I knew freshman 
season was going to be hard,” he said. “I came 
here to develop. And as soon as I’m ready, I’ll try 
to go pro.”

But if Mykhailiuk is being honest, he couldn’t 
have foreseen his freshman struggles. No one 
did. KU’s coaches have maybe had to temper their 
expectations, but it’s just as easy to explain away 
what happened.

“He was just too young,” Self said. “He should be 
evaluated now as a freshman. When he screws up 
and this and that, I’m going, how excited would 
you be if he was an incoming freshman right now, 
which is what he should be.”

The general assumption when Mykhailiuk arrived 
at Kansas was that he would be there two years 
and then go pro, but that line of thinking has 
changed.

“I think he’s a player who’s got a lot of potential, but 
there’s still a lot to develop,” Fraschilla said. “And 
we’re not talking about a 21-year-old sophomore; 
we’re talking about an 18-year-old sophomore.”

Scouts and KU’s coaches continually bring up 
Mykhailiuk’s age, and it’s absolutely relevant in his 
evaluation. It’s easy to view him with an optimistic 
lens because he is so young, and even if he were 
to stay three or four years at Kansas, age will still 
be on his side.

Case in point: Out of the top 20 incoming freshmen 
247Sports.com ranked, only three players are 
younger than Mykhailiuk. He’s still the youngest 
guy on KU’s roster.

Scouts are also wary of reading too much into 
what happened his freshman season, because 
the areas where Mykhailiuk struggled have been 
strong points in other venues.

“The ability to shoot is there, and that’s becoming 
such a big need in the modern NBA,” the second 
Eastern Conference scout said. “He also has great 
positional size, and he can do way more than he 
showed at Kansas last year.

“He can handle the ball. He can operate in screen-

and-roll very effectively. He’s got a little bit of an 
edge to him defensively that I don’t think he really 
showed last year either. I think there’s layers to his 
game that he hasn’t showed and the main reason 
being he was overwhelmed last year.”

This sense that Mykhailiuk is just too gifted to fail 
is easier to see when the lights aren’t on.  

Last month at practice, he warmed up shooting 
from all over the floor with his left hand. Teammates 
soon joined him in shooting with their off hand, but 
they looked awkward and threw up bricks.

Mykhailiuk looked like a natural, shooting all 
the way out to the three-point line with decent 
accuracy. Later on as practice got serious, he 
switched to his right hand in a shooting drill and 
barely missed.

And then when the Jayhawks started scrimmaging, 
Mykhailiuk’s athleticism and playmaking were on 
display when he caught a ball moving from left 
to right under the basket moving toward the right 
sideline. He took two dribbles toward the sideline, 
stopped on a dime, crossed over and slid past his 
defender against the baseline and then elevated 
to finish a left-handed layup over a help defender 
at the basket.

When will Kansas fans see all this, Self is asked. 
When will everyone see the guy who kills it 
in international play? When will the LeBron of 
Cherkasy become the LeBron of Lawrence?

“I’m not sure that any of us have seen it from a 
consistent basis,” Self said. “We see flashes all 
the time. But then when you look at it, he could 
still theoretically be a high school senior. You have 
to be patient enough to know his best ball is down 
the road.

“He’s shown flashes of dunking on folks. He’s 
shown flashes of being able to slide as well as 
anyone on our team. I just don’t think he’s quite 
put it together yet, but there’s no reason why 
he can’t this year. He’s going to be mature and 
physically strong enough that there’s not going to 
be a reason why he can’t play at a high level this 
year.”

Bleacher Report
C.J. Moore 
Nov. 23, 2015
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Tom Keegan: Svi 
Mykhailiuk’s emergence 
makes KU even more 
dangerous

Lawrence Journal-World
Tom Keegan
Feb. 27, 2016

Svi Mykhailiuk has taken his act, in the past seen 
mostly in practice, and gone public with it. As a 
result, an already strong KU basketball roster has 
become deeper, smoother, more dangerous.

Svi’s late-season surge equates to a contending 
Major League Baseball team adding a hired 
gun for the stretch run and postseason. A more 
consistent Johnny Cueto in sneakers.

Svi made all five of his three-point shots and 
led Kansas with 17 points in 23 minutes off the 
bench during Saturday’s 67-58 victory against 
Texas Tech. A nine-game winning streak, 12 
consecutive Big 12 titles, a hired gun joining the 
mix. Nobody will dispute KU’s No. 1 ranking when 
the Associated Press college basketball poll is 
released Monday.

“He looks like a pro,” KU coach Bill Self said. 
“I mean, he looks like a pro to me. The way he 
played at K-State, those were as good a plays, 
I mean looking plays, as anybody’s made for us 
this year. Jumping up shooting threes in transition, 
confident.”

Svi’s smooth gait, speed, and classic jump-shot 
form have hinted at future production, but the 
shots didn’t start dropping with any consistency 
until recently. He used to look like a good prospect. 
Now he looks like a good Big 12 player, too.

He has made 9 of 11 three-pointers in the past 
three games, including victories at Kansas State 
and at Baylor.

When Svi plays with the sort of confidence he has 
of late, it’s difficult to remember that the 6-foot-
8-inch sophomore from Cherkasy, Ukraine, is 18. 
When he plays tentatively, he looks even younger.

He definitely has played with more aggressiveness 
of late and had no trouble identifying the source of 
his growing confidence.

“It’s always making shots and playing good 
defense,” Svi said. “When you make shots, you’re 

more confident. And when you play good defense, 
it makes you more comfortable and gives you 
more energy.”

Svi has the skill to take advantage of screens as 
both a shooter and passer, hitting the screener 
rolling toward the hoop with good timing.

“When he’s knocking down shots, defenders will 
be on him and it will be key to him making great 
passes,” senior Perry Ellis said.

Nobody has a better feel for a player’s talent than 
a teammate, which is why no one who practices 
with and against Mykhailiuk daily is surprised with 
his breakthrough.

“We always believed in Svi,” junior Frank Mason 
III said. “Every day, even in practice, we would tell 
him to keep his confidence, tell him he’s a great 
player, great shooter, to try to keep him going, 
because we know he’s a huge part of our team.”

So is Brannen Greene, who gives Self not only 
another option at wing, but the chance to use 
Greene to back up Ellis, or even someone who can 
play alongside him for stretches against teams 
with smaller lineups.

Six of the eight players averaging double-digit 
minutes for the Jayhawks (25-4) boast high 
three-point percentages: Greene (.537), Ellis 
(.462), Devonté Graham (.423, same as the team’s 
percentage), Wayne Selden Jr. (.409), Mason 
(.393) and Mykhailiuk (.388).

Svi led the way but was not solely responsible 
for the bench’s strong contribution on a day the 
starters needed the help. Jamari Traylor and 
Chieck Diallo combined for nine rebounds and 
three blocked shots in 26 minutes.

Things are rounding into shape in timely fashion 
for Kansas, whose coach is forever mindful of 
means to ensure his players remain hungry.
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Kevin Haskin: Wayne 
Selden returns for another 
opportunity to quiet critics
Junior guard paced Jayhawks in gold-
medal run at World University Games

Topeka Capital-Journal
Kevin Haskin
Oct. 2, 2015

LAWRENCE — The basketball productivity of 
Wayne Selden remains puzzling.

Bill Self pretty much affirmed the enigma this week 
when Kansas conducted its basketball media day.

“Wayne has teased us and shown us what he 
could do,” the KU coach said of his junior guard.

The reference was to Selden’s contribution at the 
World University Games. In the gold medal run in 
which mostly Jayhawks doubled as Team USA, 
Selden was his club’s leading scorer four times 
and was named to the all-tournament team after 
averaging 19.3 points and 6.5 rebounds. Both 
were team-bests.

Selden scored a team-high 22 in the gold-medal 
win against Germany, but even that outing had its 
variances. The six field goals Selden made came 
on 28 attempts. Still, Selden canned the 3-pointer, 
one of two he made on 11 attempts, that gave 
Team K-USA the lead for keeps in the second 
overtime.

“I looked at our Korean stats this summer, and 
he played really, really well, but he actually shot 
the ball no better from the 3 than what he did 
last year,” Self added. “But what he did was he 
drove the ball. He got fouled. He forced help, and 
he played to his athletic ability and his strength.”

So what is the key to consistency?

“If he relies on his athletic ability and is aggressive 
enough to play to his athletic ability,” Self said, “I 
think consistency will come. I think he can impact 
us in a much bigger way than what he has the first 
two years.”

Those ups and downs included a season-ending 
thud last March.

The Jayhawks fell on the first weekend of the NCAA 
Tournament to Wichita State. The Shockers, highly 
motivated, prevailed 78-65. Selden happened to 

be one of the worst players on the floor. He missed 
all five shots he took, while adding one rebound, 
no assists and two turnovers in 23 minutes.

Criticism escalated. And, what ensued could be the 
worst-case scenario involving a prized prospect 
— a recruit billed with one-and-done potential 
who will now return for a third college season.

In part, Selden based his return on the early 
letdowns the Jayhawks experienced the past 
two seasons. And, in part, he wisely considered 
options that were best for him.

“Not winning, not doing what we wanted to do, 
not leaving something undone — that was the big 
thing,” Selden said. “And too, not being ready to 
make that jump yet. ... This place is special, but it’s 
basketball at the end of the day. It’s basketball, but 
it’s a business. You’ve got to make smart business 
decisions, smart basketball decisions.”

Better basketball will make for a better business 
deal when Selden turns pro.

Improvement as a junior — something consistent, 
something steady, something solid — could result 
in that leap. Selden has already been named to 
preseason All-America teams, based in part on 
his play in the World University Games. With the 
exception of tighter interpretations for traveling, 
Selden played great in Korea.

“He was the best player on the floor, for any team 
by far, especially for us,” said teammate Devonte 
Graham. “I think that tournament did him justice, 
getting all the negative energy out of his body and 
out of his head.”

A starter in every game he has played for KU, 
Selden will get the opportunity he needs from Self.

He could do so mostly as a 3-man — ahead of two 
teammates (Brannen Greene and Svi Mykhailiuk) 
with shooting range coveted by pro scouts — if 
the Jayhawks remain intent on using Graham and 
Frank Mason together in a small backcourt.

“When Devonte and Frank are in the game it just 
makes it easier on everybody else,” Selden said. 
“They give me my points because I can score off 
them, and their penetration.”

Imagine, if everything started coming easy for 
Selden. Every night out.

To do that, Selden must block out critics. He 
learned that after his freshman year, when he 
admits “at first it might get to you” as a player 

with high expectations, but just 18 years old when 
he picked Kansas as a five-star prospect.

Now he’s 21, still at KU and capable, he says, of 
tuning out all distractions.

“What is it? Rain off the coat?” Selden asked, 
then laughed when told it was water off the back. 
“Yeah, that’s it. It’s nothing. I was scrutinized a lot 
last season, but at the end of the day I’m in a great 
spot.

“I’m at a top university, school getting paid for, so I 
can’t complain at all if I don’t play well in a game. 
It never really gets too crazy in my head with all 
the negative talking. The higher you get, the more 
(criticism) there’s going to be, so you might as well 
take it now.”

If Selden continues the surge he was on this 
summer, he can keep it from being said.
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Far and away: Wayne Selden 
Jr. leads Jayhawks to Maui 
title

Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore
Nov. 26, 2015

Lahaina, Hawaii — Wayne Selden Jr., who has 
had plenty of success on the mainland, seems to 
take it to another level far from home.

One of the stars of the United States gold medal 
winning World University Games team last summer 
in South Korea, Selden exploded for a career-high 
tying 25 points off 8-of-11 shooting (4-6 from 
three) and grabbed seven rebounds in KU’s 70-
63 Maui Invitational championship victory over 
Vanderbilt on Wednesday in Lahaina Civic Center.

The 6-foot-5 junior from Roxbury, Massachusetts, 
had double figure scoring in every game, burning 
Chaminade for 18 points and UCLA for 15.

Selden, who had 13 points the first half in helping 
KU at least keep it close in trailing 30-26 at the 
break, shared MVP honors with teammate Frank 
Mason III, who scored 10 points with five rebounds 
and three assists in the title game.

“I saw the Wayne that was in South Korea, very 
aggressive, made good shots. He didn’t let us 
down. He got in the paint and found teammates,” 
said Mason. KU also had Perry Ellis (five points, 
eight boards) make the all-tournament team.

“That’s what we need from him, to get in the 
paint and make open shots for us. He was great 
tonight,” Mason added.

But what about the MVP trophy that sat in front of 
the two in the media room on Wednesday?

“I definitely think Wayne deserves it,” Mason said. 
“The way he played tonight and the tournament ... 
we were happy to get the win.”

Mason had 14 points, seven assists and six 
rebounds vs. Chaminade and 16 points, seven 
assists and five rebounds vs. UCLA.

“This is my brother,” Selden said of Mason. “We’ll 
share (trophy). It’ll be in my room a month and go 
across the hall in his room a month. We’ll rotate 
it.”

KU coach Bill Self had high praise for Selden, 
whose only mistakes seemed to be missing four 
free throws in the final 41 seconds that could have 
truly iced the game.

“Wayne was the best player in the tournament,” 
Self said. “He was great. But we also had no 
chance to win unless Frank plays as he did. He is 
our pit bull with the ball in his hands. If they (share) 
it, if I’m Frank I give it to him (Selden) six weeks 
and he keeps it two, something like that. Wayne 
was fabulous the first half. He kept us within 
striking distance,” Self added.

Self continued: “The way Wayne played tonight is 
the way we saw him play eight games in Korea: 
aggressive, powerful, shot a great percentage, 
but didn’t rely on jump shots. Three games in 
three days, playing 40 minutes (vs. Vandy) he’s 
obviously a very well-conditioned athlete.”

Vanderbilt coach Kevin Stallings, whose team hit 
41.2 percent of its shots to KU’s 45.5 (Vandy hit 
six of 27 threes; KU eight of 16), said Selden’s play 
came as no shock.

“Honestly he (Selden) has the easy job,” Stallings 
said “He has Mason and Graham (Devonté, 
12 points, six rebounds, one assist) in there 
penetrating and breaking down the defense. He 
is standing out there catching and shooting. Don’t 
get me wrong. He (Selden) made nice plays and 
drives, too. Nothing about him surprised me. 
What surprised me is so many times we helped 
off penetration when we were not supposed to. I 
didn’t think he was making terribly difficult shots,” 
Stallings added. “It’s a testament to their offense 
and we didn’t guard as well as we need to guard 
to beat a team of that caliber.”

KU trailed by as many as 10 points the first half. 
However, Selden had five points in a 9-2 run that 
opened up a 45-38 lead with 13 minutes left. KU 
led by 13 with 5:09 left, but Vandy stuck close until 
the final moments.

“It was a great win for us,” Self said. “They were 
far better than us early in the game. Wayne kept us 
in the game offensively by scoring the ball. I’m so 
impressed with their (Vandy’s) team. They missed 
some shots. We defended them well. It was a 
game with no rhythm, which is good because 
that’s the way it is late in the season in conference 
play in a majority of the games.”

KU, which next meets Loyola at 7 p.m., on Dec. 1 
in Allen Fieldhouse, will enjoy today in Maui before 
flying home later in the day.
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Wayne Selden has become 
KU’s breakout star

Kansas City Star
Vahe Gregorian
Jan. 2, 2016

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Junior scores 24 points in 102-74 win over 
Baylor
• He ranks as one of the top three-point shooters 
in the nation
• Bill Self calls him “hands-down” the Jayhawks’ 
best player

A snapshot of the new Wayne Selden:

Almost 15 minutes into second-ranked Kansas’ 
102-74 smackdown of No. 23 Baylor on Saturday 
at Allen Fieldhouse, his fourth three-pointer in as 
many attempts had given him as many points (18) 
as Baylor.

On a day in which he’d finish with 24 points, 
Selden’s first-half play jump-started KU to victory 
in its Big 12 Conference opener.

Selden, a career 34.6-percent three-point shooter 
entering the season, somehow has become 
among the nation’s top 10 three-point shooters at 
55.4 percent this season.

But it’s not so much his numbers as the attitude 
adjustment and assertiveness that are telling 
about Selden — the same talented young man 
who seemed to struggle to find his place last 
season, faded from view in most of the stretch run 
and was shut out in KU’s season-ending loss to 
Wichita State in the NCAA Tournament round of 
32.

“I feel like every one is going to go in when I take 
it, before I even shoot it,” he said. “So I feel like 
that’s the ultimate confidence. That’s what I need, 
and that’s what the team needs.”

At times in the past, Selden acknowledged, he’d 
simply hoped when he launched a three.

Then he smiled and added, “But I haven’t been 
there in a while.”

It’s all part of the latest testimony that the best 
player on the team right now, “hands down,” 
coach Bill Self said, is Selden.

And it’s Selden now, sophomore guard Devonte’ 

Graham says, who needs to continue to be “our 
Alpha dog.”

Which might seem like a funny thing to say about 
a guy who was a virtual phantom in last season’s 
NCAA Tournament.

But this is a player transformed, someone with 
much more of a sense of where he is and where 
he’s going, and there are any number of reasons 
for this.

“Mentorship, coaching — that’s got to be it, 
right?” said Self, laughing and shooting that down 
himself to say this has all been from Selden.

It’s tempting to believe that one of the explanations 
must be Selden seeking redemption after failing 
to score in double figures in nine of KU’s last 11 
games last season, and mustering a total of six 
points in its two NCAA Tournament games.

But Selden shrugs at the idea he’d be inspired or 
haunted by that.

Yes, having a tough game against the Shockers — 
and losing — stunk but …

“Can’t really say it motivated me; it just didn’t end 
how we wanted it to end,” Selden said, adding, 
“What are you going to do? We’re grown men. 
We’ve got to grow up.”

Even if it’s not as intriguing a narrative, that’s a 
key point in explaining Selden’s emergence as a 
junior: simple maturity that began to come to light 
as he dominated during KU’s summer trip to South 
Korea for the World University Games.

“I came here as a kid, as a boy,” Selden said. “And 
I’ve grown into a man.”

With that, though, maybe the biggest thing is this:

Finally finding his rightful place.

In more ways than one.

In part, that means Selden simply was 
overshadowed by Andrew Wiggins as a freshman 
and Kelly Oubre as a sophomore.

Even if that was subconscious, at least at times 
it might have accounted for Selden’s tendency to 
become passive.

Now, even with Perry Ellis back, Selden “feels like 
it’s more his team,” Self said.

Yet the simplest explanation may have had more 
impact than anything else.

“I think we played him out of position,” Self said.

With Wiggins or Oubre on the floor, Selden often 
was forced out of his comfort zone into being 
more ballhandler than wing.

So top 20 recruit that Selden might have been, his 
growth has been stunted. Self now says “I don’t 
believe (we did) anything to help him the first two 
years.”

“I think a lot of it was (on the coaches), because 
we put our five best players out there,” he said. 
“But I don’t know if the pieces really fit as well.”

This might seem to be in the category of first-
world problems.

Yet getting the Rubik’s cube right with this sort 
of talent is the kind of thing that’s the difference 
between being in the top five now and making it 
to the Final Four.

Even as Self continues to tinker with the 5 position 
by committee (and Cheick Diallo can’t be the 
answer yet), he’s at least sorted out a vital part of 
the equation by playing Frank Mason and Graham 
together to start the ball moving.

And allow Selden to become himself.

After Selden scored 25 against Vanderbilt, 
Commodores’ coach Kevin Stallings said, 
“Honestly, he’s got the easy job. He’s got Mason 
and Graham in there just penetrating and breaking 
down your defense, and he’s standing out there 
catching and shooting.”

It only looks easy, though, because he’s at ease 
at last.

As Ellis watches him now, he sees somebody 
confident and cutting loose and not overthinking 
and worrying about things he needn’t be.

Just in time for KU, and right on time for him.

“Some guys will flourish more,” Self said, “when 
opportunity allows them to have a bigger role.”
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Selden’s time finally arrives 
at Kansas

ESPN.com
Dana O’Neil
Jan. 12, 2016

LAWRENCE, Kan. -- Wayne Selden Jr. is sitting in 
the players’ lounge at Kansas, talking about “kids 
today.” He actually used those very words, along 
with “that’s the problem with this world nowadays.” 
He didn’t call anyone a whippersnapper, but the 
message nonetheless was the same.

Selden is 21, a baby in the context of the real world 
but a wizened veteran in college basketball circles. 
The guard is now midway through his third year at 
Kansas, or two more than anyone suspected he 
might stick around when he first enrolled.

That’s what brings Selden to lamenting the state 
of things in today’s world, the idea that the path he 
has followed is some kind of a detour as opposed 
to how he views it -- the right road for him.
“People telling you how good you are since you’re 
15, what you’re going to be, that’s the problem,” 
he said. “You see all this stuff written about you 
and you expect things to happen, but everything 
is timing. Everybody is different. I was waiting on 
my time.”

It’s arrived now, in gangbusters.

This Kansas team, ranked No. 1 in the nation and 
playing at West Virginia tonight (7 p.m. ET, ESPN2/
WatchESPN), isn’t built like the Jayhawks teams 
of recent memory. It is not a one-player show, nor 
is it a one-and-done audition. Four guys average 
double figures in points. The leading scorers are, 
in order: senior, junior, junior, sophomore, junior. 
You’ve got to dig all the way down to the eighth 
spot to find a freshman.

So in some ways, Selden is simply a part of the 
machine, the second-leading scorer at 15.5 
points per game. Except if you dissect these 
Jayhawks and try to figure out what makes them 
so exceptional this season, you’d find the answer 
is Selden.

It’s not the numbers -- though the 50 percent 
shooting from the arc, 53 percent from the floor, 
as well as the plus-6 point scoring bump from 
last season, is certainly helpful. It’s how Selden 
is playing. He has a presence now, an air of 
responsibility and reliability. A season ago, Selden 
memorably fizzled, his production slipping until 

the final-game flameout -- 0 points in 23 minutes 
against Wichita State in the NCAA tournament.

That same absentee player was huddling up the 
Jayhawks and firing up the crowd in Kansas’ 
three-overtime win against Oklahoma eight days 
ago, overcoming early foul trouble to hit a clutch 
bucket in the third OT. He eventually finished with 
21 points.

“He’s felt like it’s more his team. He has a lot more 
ownership with what’s going on,” coach Bill Self 
said.

He was supposed to own the world as a freshman, 
but then again, what freshman isn’t? Ranked 14th 
in the ESPNU 100 Class of 2013, Selden starred in 
the McDonald’s All American game with 13 points, 
and arrived in Lawrence as part of a recruiting 
class with Andrew Wiggins and Joel Embiid, a 
class ranked second in the country behind only 
Kentucky.

Selden wasn’t necessarily tabbed as a one-
and-done sure thing. The early scouting report 
explained: “ . . . will need to continue to get more 
skilled and learn to incorporate his athleticism 
into his game as his peers catch up with him 
physically.”

But when a top-15 kid goes to Kansas, alongside 
Wiggins, it’s what people come to expect. 
Fortunately, Selden hasn’t been a head-in-the-
clouds kind of kid in a long time.

At 15, he left his family’s home in Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, to attend the Tilton School, a 
private boarding school in New Hampshire. The 
culture shock was real -- the boys and girls 
basketball teams made up the better part of the 
African-American population on campus -- and 
Selden still marvels at the difference between 
his own upbringing and that of his classmates. 
Money, he said, was spent much more freely than 
he was accustomed; extra-large care packages 
arrived for kids regularly. He joked that his biggest 
surprise was that if he left his cellphone behind in 
a room, it would still be there five hours later.

He saw the school as a chance to better himself, 
and not just as a basketball player.

“I don’t want to say it made me a better person, 
but more intellectual, more universal,” he said. 
“Coming from the inner city, where it’s mostly all 
black people, to a prep school where they didn’t 
understand if I said, ‘axe,’ instead of ‘ask,’ it was 
hard but it helped me grow up.”

That early reality check no doubt helped when 
Selden was faced with his own future following 
his freshman season. He had a good year, earned 
All-Big 12 honorable mention, but he wasn’t a 
guaranteed NBA anything. He wisely chose to 
return to Kansas.

And then along came Kelly Oubre Jr. and Cliff 
Alexander, two more stud freshmen with NBA 
paychecks all but signed before they stepped on 
a college court. Oubre, like Wiggins, turned Selden 
into more of a ball handler than he preferred. 
Self even admitted that he, as a coach, didn’t do 
Selden many favors by forcing him out of position.

His sophomore-season numbers dipped across 
the board, leaving him little choice but to return 
for a third season.

--

“It’s hard for a kid,’’ Self said. “You look at the guys 
like Wiggs and Kelly and you think, ‘Well I can do 
some of the things they can do. I can average 
double figures. Why can’t I leave, too?’ “

The truth is, it takes a lot more courage to be 
patient than to take the leap to the NBA. A player 
“expected” to leave who opts (or is forced) to stay 
in college is tabbed a failure before he has even 
had a chance to succeed. Selden thought that way 
once, too, until he started on his own detoured 
path.

Now he sees it all for what it is; not fate, 
necessarily, but a master plan of some sort. Had 
he left after his freshman season, he doesn’t think 
it would have been a disaster. But he realizes now 
that he wasn’t anywhere near ready.

It’s the difference between being prepared to 
be paid and being prepared to play, Self calls it. 
Selden has transitioned from the former to the 
latter.

“What 18-year-old kid has the confidence that 
a 21-year-old man has?” said Selden’s mother, 
Lavette Pitts. “Look at him now, at how he’s 
playing. It’s all confidence. That’s the difference.”

Blessed now with a viable backcourt in the form 
of Frank Mason III and Devonte’ Graham, Selden is 
playing with controlled abandon; there is an ease 
to his game and his person.

Some of it is having his little brother, Anthony, and 
Pitts nearby. The pair moved to Lawrence this year, 
which was Selden’s idea. Between prep school 
and college, he hasn’t been around Anthony -- 
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now a high school sophomore -- that much, and 
he wanted to have his brother close. Pitts has a 
job working with at-risk kids. Anthony is playing 
JV hoops at Lawrence High School, and Selden is 
a frequent visitor, happy to eat some homemade 
food when he can.

But really, it’s just time.

Selden has had time to grow up, time to find his 
niche and time to spread his wings and fly.

“Everyone thinks about basketball, but this is a 
life experience,” Pitts said. “You send your kid to 
college to grow up. He’s ready now.”

For Wayne Selden Jr., the timing is finally right.

ESPN.com
Dana O’Neil
Jan. 12, 2016
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Extra incentive: Wayne 
Selden Jr. helps KU win 
battle of blue bloods

Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore
Jan. 30, 2016

Wayne Selden, Jr.’s grandfather, who introduced 
the KU junior guard to the sport of basketball when 
he was 5, hadn’t seen Wayne play a game for the 
Jayhawks ... until Saturday night, that is.

“It was big incentive for me to play well tonight. I 
knew I was going to because he was here. That’s 
my best friend growing up. We’re really, really 
close,” Selden said after scoring a career-high 
33 points while playing 44 minutes in KU’s 90-84 
overtime victory over Kentucky in Allen Fieldhouse.

“He was a referee and I always went to basketball 
games with him. He’s the reason I’m here today,” 
added Selden, whose vicious drive down the lane 
and dunk with 3:10 left in OT put KU ahead to stay.

Selden figured he owed it to his grandpa, Anthony 
Pitts, Sr., to play well, considering the lengths it 
took Pitts get to the Big 12/SEC Challenge game.

A native of Boston who doesn’t like to fly, Pitts 
convinced a buddy to hop in the car with him 
at 7 p.m., Thursday, to make the long drive to 
Lawrence. The two arrived at 9 p.m., Friday, well 
in advance of Saturday’s 6 p.m. tip.

“He told me today Wayne better play well. He drove 
a long way to watch this,” KU coach Bill Self said.

Selden, who like his teammates hadn’t played 
particularly well the past five league games (in 
which KU won just two), had a heart-to-heart talk 
with Anthony before Saturday’s contest.

“Right when I came down I had a talk with him. 
It kind of helped his motivation. He felt so good 
me being here. He felt comfortable,” Pitts said. “I 
told him, ‘Have confidence. I know what you can 
do. Play like you played in high school and middle 
school and dominate. Right now you are settling. 
You shouldn’t settle. You should play hard and 
go to the basket.’ He went to the basket tonight, 
then he settled for three points. It (strong driving) 
opened it up.”

Roxbury, Mass., native Selden hit a huge three 
from the corner in regulation that erased a 74-

72 deficit with 49 seconds left. However, Jamal 
Murray hit a short shot in the lane and Perry Ellis 
one of two free throws, sending the game to 
overtime at 76.

Selden took off down the lane and rifled home 
a slam dunk, busting a 78-78 tie in the extra 
session. It wound up being the game winner as 
the Jayhawks did not trail again, outscoring UK, 
14-8, in an OT in which Selden also hit two free 
throws at 2:11 (to up the lead to 83-78) and one of 
two at :39 to give KU an 86-79 advantage.

“It was an unbelievable dunk. I kind of jumped 
out of my seat with that dunk,” grandfather Pitts 
said. “When he got that head of steam I knew he 
was going to dunk it. That dunk was great (but) I 
thought that three prior to it was more important 
at the time,” Pitts added.

Of the dunk, KU coach Self said: “I thought there 
was a chance to do it. It was a real aggressive play. 
Skal (Labissiere) would have probably blocked the 
shot if he didn’t go strong.”

That’s what Selden was thinking as he put home 
the dunk that helped KU improve to 17-4 and 
dropped Kentucky to 16-5.

Podcast episode

Press Conferences & Post-Game Interviews

Selden, Mason and Graham on how KU beat 
Kentucky in OT

Kansas guards Wayne Selden Jr., Frank Mason III 
and Devonté Graham describe how the Jayhawks 
battled back to defeat Kentucky in overtime at 
Allen Fieldhouse.

Download podcast

“I knew I had to (dunk). I went in a few times and 
it didn’t work out. They were punching at shots. 
They kept blocking shots (six to KU’s one),” Selden 
said. “I knew I had to do something different. I 
wasn’t getting there and not getting fouls called. I 
knew I had to take off.”

The dunk certainly inspired Selden’s teammates.

“It was a big momentum swing,” sophomore 
guard Devonté Graham said. “He was going in a 
couple times and getting it blocked. He decided 
to go and turn it over on somebody’s head that 
time. It brought energy in the building and helped 
us out.”

Selden, who hit 12 of 20 shots (3-5 from three and 
six of eight from the foul line on a night KU hit 30 
free throws and bricked 17) pretty much saved the 
day, scoring 10 points in a 14-7 run that turned a 
57-49 deficit with 13:57 left into a 64-63 deficit 
at 8:11.

“When it got to the teeth of the game, Wayne 
took over,” Self said. “Wayne today was as smart 
offensively as he’s maybe been all year because 
he didn’t settle. He drove it. What won the game 
was timely threes he made. Him driving it and 
being a factor getting to the rim early was huge 
for us.

“It’s as well as he’s played or as good a game as 
he’s played since he’s been here,” Self added.

And it was timed perfectly, being grandpa’s first 
chance to see his beloved grandson in action in 
college.

“It was 1,400 miles,” Pitts said of the drive. “I 
might have to come back Wednesday (for 8 p.m., 
game against Kansas State). No, I can’t do that,” 
he added, smiling.

The bottom line is gramps is “really proud of him 
without a doubt, not only as a basketball player 
but young man. He’s grown so much since he’s 
come to Kansas. He has a great attitude and is a 
great human being.”
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Wayne Selden Jr. living up to 
promise for No. 7 Kansas

Associated Press
Dave Skretta
Feb. 1, 2016

LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) — Before he had even 
stepped on the floor at Kansas, mock drafts 
sprinkled across cyberspace had Wayne Selden 
Jr. going in the first round to some NBA team in 
need of a shooting guard.

That was the case the following year, too.

Three years later, that is still the case. But the 
difference this season is that Selden may finally 
be living up to the expectations that accompanied 
him to the Jayhawks as a five-star prospect.

The junior from Roxbury, Massachusetts, poured 
in 33 points in Saturday’s 90-84 overtime win over 
Kentucky, and did so with brutal efficiency. He was 
12 of 20 from the floor, canned a trio of 3-pointers 
— one of them crucial, late in regulation — and 
even added three rebounds and a couple steals.

“He’s a soldier, but we knew that,” fellow guard 
Devonte Graham said. “We knew he could have 
games like this, and this was the perfect time to 
have that breakout game. We needed it.”

Perhaps Graham knew that Selden could have that 
kind of game. Maybe even the rest of his team had 
confidence in him. But a sizeable contingent had 
plenty of questions.

During his freshman year, when Selden was 
supposed to take college basketball by storm, 
he struggled in the shadow of teammate Andrew 
Wiggins. Selden has bright spots, such as a 
24-point performance in a win over Oklahoma, but 
plenty more lowlights when his potential didn’t 
jive with reality.

Never was that more evident than in his NCAA 
Tournament debut.

In an opening win over Eastern Kentucky, he 
missed every shot he took from the field and 
finished with two points. In an ensuing loss to 
Stanford, he was 1 for 5 and also had two points.

So much for being one-and-done.

Selden went through long periods of disappointing 
play as a sophomore, too. During a seven-game 

stretch in the meat of Big 12 play, he turned the 
ball over 17 times and averaged less than five 
points. After a dominant turn in the conference 
tournament, the NCAA Tournament once again 
proved to be his undoing. He was shut out in 
23 minutes in his second-seeded team’s loss to 
Wichita State.

There were still those so enamored of Selden’s 
raw potential and athletic ability that he may have 
considered bolting to the NBA early. But that loss 
to the Shockers stuck in his craw, and he wasted 
little time announcing that he would return to the 
Jayhawks for his junior season.

After his performance Saturday, it appears to have 
been a wise move.

“Wayne took over,” Kansas coach Bill Self said. “I 
thought Wayne was as smart offensively as he’s 
been all year, because he didn’t settle. He drove 
it. And you know, if Wayne shoots 20 shots in a 
game, you’d think historically that would be 10 3s 
or something like that, or a higher percentage. ... 
I think him driving it and being a factor getting to 
the rim was huge for us.”

Therein lies arguably the biggest growth in 
Selden’s game.

Sure, he’s shooting better than 47 percent from 
beyond the arc. But he showed against Kentucky 
just how dominant he can be getting to the rim. On 
one play in overtime, he powered down the right 
side of the lane and dunked not only over Wildcats 
guard Tyler Ulis but also 7-footer Skal Labissiere.

“I felt like I had a little more incentive in my head 
before the game started,” Selden said. “We’ve 
been flat, so I was coming out and trying to be more 
aggressive, more energized and enthusiastic.”

It wasn’t the first time he has taken over a game 
this season. Selden hit five 3-pointers in a win 
over Oregon State, and scored 21 points in an 
epic, three-overtime victory over Oklahoma.

But he was at his best on Saturday night. He 
scored seven of his career-high 33 points in 
overtime, pushing him over 1,000 for his career. 
And while few thought Selden would be around 
long enough to reach that mark three years ago, 
the fact that he’s done it is a testament to his 
growth ever since.

“I’ve been here for a while. It was going to happen 
eventually,” he said with a rare laugh. “I’m excited 
about it. It’s an honor. But it’s not really that big of 
a deal for me, to be honest.”
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Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore
Dec. 17, 2015

Jamari Traylor, who was deemed an academic 
partial qualifier by the NCAA upon his arrival at KU 
in 2011, will be a college graduate in a matter of 
hours.

“After this finals week I’ll have my degree,” said 
fifth-year senior forward Traylor, who along with 
Ben McLemore, could only practice one semester 
his freshman year before being deemed eligible to 
play in games in 2012-13.

“I’ve never had a graduation ceremony. This will 
be my first one in the spring,” added proud Liberal 
Arts and Sciences major Traylor, who attended 
three high schools — Fenger and Julian in 
Chicago and IMG Academy in Florida.

“I’ve got to talk to Dr. Scott (Ward, KU associate 
AD, academic and career counseling) about my 
classes (second semester), seeing what he thinks 
would be good (postgraduate) classes for me, 
because I’ve got my degree. I don’t really know 
what I want to do now, (but) I have my degree.”

KU coach Bill Self back in 2011 disagreed with the 
NCAA’s ruling on Traylor and McLemore as well 
as former KU signee Braeden Anderson, who was 
not cleared for admittance to KU in 2011 and now 
is playing basketball at Seton Hall, while in Law 
School.

“To think that he (Traylor) came in a situation 
where the NCAA obviously didn’t let him play 
because of a rule, and basically to see him stay 
after it and finish up I think speaks volumes of his 
character and his want-to. He’s a terrific kid, or 
young man,” Self said Thursday.

Traylor was homeless one school year in Chicago, 
living on the streets.

“There’s a lot of success stories, but the ones that 
you probably hold truest to your heart are the ones 
that the deck is stacked against them a little bit, 
and this deck was stacked against him,” Self said.

“You know, the first time that we saw Jamari 
was by accident. We go down to IMG to look 
at somebody else, and Kurtis (Townsend, KU 
assistant) says, ‘Hey, check him out, he looks 
pretty athletic,’ but he wasn’t a highly-recruited 
kid by any means.

“Texas Tech (recruited him) for a bit and there 
was a few other schools, but he really didn’t have 
much of a résumé because he really didn’t play in 
high school. I think he played one semester maybe 
or one year in high school because he was never 
really eligible because of his home situations with 
him being homeless for a while.

“Certainly that put him behind the 8-ball. But to 
see how he just kind of fought through it. He went 
down there and did everything he was asked to 
do to get eligible, and come to find out what he 
was asked to do did not meet NCAA qualifications, 
not because he got bad information, I just think 
the person that helped him had no idea that 
everything he did wouldn’t count (toward core 
courses) because they couldn’t give him those 
extra two semesters because he was homeless 
for a year, and I think everybody assumed that that 
would probably be the case.

“We lost the appeal for him to be eligible, and he’s 
hung in there, and he’s been great since. He’s not 
the most skilled player that we’ve ever had, and 
certainly not the biggest. He’s kind of at an in-
between size, 6-7, and having to play against big 
guys, but he always gives us great effort, and he’s 
very, very bright, and he understands how to play, 
and other guys really enjoy playing with him, so he 
makes the game easier for others.”

On the court, Traylor takes a 4.0 scoring, 4.3 
rebound average into Saturday’s 1 p.m., home 
game against Montana. He’s played two minutes 
in the last two games as he recovers from an 
ankle injury.

“I’m getting up and down the court better. I feel 
more active, being able to do the things I’m good 
at doing I guess,” Traylor said. “It’s never good to 
sit on the sidelines because I always want to get 
out there. As far as being physically ready, I feel it 
was good to get a little rest in, get better. I’m ready 
to get out there next game.”

Self is still looking for a forward to play the majority 
of minutes next to Perry Ellis. In the last game, 
Carlton Bragg was the only big man substitute 
the second half as KU erased an 11-point second 
half deficit to beat Oregon State, 82-67. Hunter 
Mickelson started that game next to Ellis.

“We always go at it in practice. Those guys were 
rolling in the game,” the 6-foot-8 Traylor said. “I 
just wanted to cheer ‘em on. Coach always does 
stuff like that. When a group is on a run, he just 
leaves them in. They were making plays. We came 
back. I was on the sideline cheering for them. 

Everybody is competing to get playing time.”

Self thus is not sure of Traylor’s role in his final 
season at KU.

“He has to be a great leader to our younger guys, 
without question. He’s a better player than he was 
two years ago, but we also have more players 
in our program than we did a couple years ago 
when he was playing quite a bit of minutes off 
the bench. I think it still remains to be seen on a 
couple of the guys on what their role will be as the 
season moves forward. But certainly he’s been a 
great leader and a great mentor to those young 
kids. He pulls for them as hard as anybody does,” 
Self said.

Self is seeking more from the 6-foot-8 Ellis.

“Activity, going after the ball,” Self said of the 
Wichita native who averages 14.3 points and 
5.9 boards. “He’s more than capable of playing 
at an All-American type level. If that’s too much 
pressure, then that’s too much pressure. That’s 
why he came back to school. So to downplay 
that we don’t want him to be that I don’t think is 
speaking truthfully at all because we want him to 
be that. We need him to be that.”

Pollard on TV: Former KU and NBA forward Scot 
Pollard will compete on the 32nd season of CBS’ 
reality-TV program Survivor. This edition is titled: 
“Brains vs. Brawn vs. Beauty.” According to 
SI.com, contestants will compete against each 
other based on “their intelligence, athleticism and 
attractiveness.” The 6-11 Pollard is on the ‘Brawn’ 
tribe. The show was filmed in Cambodia and will 
air on Feb. 17. Pollard has agreed to write about 
topics of interest periodically for the Journal-World 
with his first installment to appear later next week.
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Spark plug: Jamari Traylor 
making most of minutes

Lawrence Journal-World
Matt Tait
Feb. 28, 2016

If nicknames were handed out to athletes based 
on the most common words their coaches used to 
describe them, KU senior Jamari Traylor would be 
known as The Spark.

Hardly a week has gone by during the 2015-16 
basketball season that KU coach Bill Self has not 
made note of a short but important stint by Traylor 
impacting the game in a positive way.

The examples are endless, easy to find and just 
as easy to overlook, and they illustrate with great 
certainty where Traylor’s mind has been during his 
final season as a Jayhawk.

“I just want to win,” Traylor said. “When my 
number’s called, I just want to go out there and 
do what I can to affect the team in the best way 
that I can.”

The way Traylor has sparked the team this season 
may not have led to more minutes, but it has 
earned Self’s admiration and set a great example 
for the Jayhawks’ supporting cast, a group that, 
for the most part, has stayed ready to contribute 
even while enduring long droughts — sometimes 
minutes, sometimes games — between time on 
the floor.

“Jamari has been as good a teammate as you can 
have,” Self said. “I’m real pleased and proud of 
how our guys have hung in there and been really 
together and unselfish. ... Our attitudes have been, 
not good, great.”

It was not always this way for Traylor, now in his 
fifth season with the program. From the scars 
he carried with him from a tough upbringing on 
the rough streets of Chicago to the combustible 
attitude that made him known as much for his 
explosive body language as his ability to get 
buckets, Traylor’s journey as a Jayhawk has been 
as much of a roller coaster as his personality once 
was.

After sitting out alongside Ben McLemore as a 
partial qualifier during KU’s run to the national 
title game in 2011-12, Traylor saw an increase in 
playing time during each of the next three seasons. 
From 10 minutes per game as a red-shirt freshman 

to 16 as a sophomore and 20, with 18 starts, a 
season ago, Traylor appeared to be growing with 
his role. This year, however, as Traylor’s time on 
the court has been closer to what he was given 
as a first-year player than an experienced junior 
— 13.6 per game overall, 11.9 per game in Big 
12 play — his approach and mind-set have been 
better than ever.

Rather than sulking and letting his face show 
his frustration, Traylor has chosen to treat each 
opportunity the way hockey players hop over the 
boards for a line change — with 90 seconds of 
constant, all-out effort.

Traylor seems to understand that players don’t 
need to play 35 minutes a night to make a play 
that changes the game. They just need the chance 
and the heart.

“I definitely want to play,” Traylor said. “But more 
than that, I want to win. It’s my senior year, and 
when we win big at the end of it, it’s gonna be a 
bigger piece of the pie for everybody. You gotta 
sacrifice a little bit for the greater good.”

So as his minutes slipped, Traylor refused to let 
his attitude slip with them. He credits former 
teammate and current Los Angeles Lakers 
forward Tarik Black for helping him embrace a 
more limited role and pointed to a January text 
exchange between the two former front-court-
mates that made acceptance easier.

“In the text, he said, ‘I’m sitting on the plane with 
Kobe (Bryant) and on a bench in the NBA right now 
when I could be somewhere else doing something 
crazy,’” Traylor began. “That had me like, ‘You 
know what? I’ve got nothing to complain about.’ 
“He was saying, ‘Man, at the beginning of my 
senior year I didn’t even play, I was fouling and 
didn’t play, and now I’m in the NBA making money 
when I could be on the streets in Memphis.’ That 
really hit me because it made me think, ‘You 
know what, I could be in Chicago right now doing 
something crazy.’

“So I just look at guys like that and appreciate the 
example they’ve set. I’d like to be Tarik right now, 
making a lot of money just playing ball and doing 
what you love to do.”

Traylor said the compliments from Self and 
appreciation and respect his teammates have 
tossed his way have made him feel like a critical 
part of this team, even if his 3.0 points and 3.4 
rebounds per game don’t scream that.

One man who has helped Traylor focus on his 

role and savor every minute of it is KU director of 
student-athlete development, Fred Quartlebaum, 
who at times this season has sounded a lot like 
Traylor’s corner man.

“Coach Q’s always in my ear saying, ‘Senior year. 
Enjoy the moment. Time’s tickin,’” said Traylor, 
shaking his head and laughing. “It’s kind of sad, 
really, but he says it all the time, so as far as 
embracing the moment, I do that every day.”

As for what comes next, Traylor has not ruled 
anything out. Like his buddy, Black, he certainly 
hopes to get a crack at the NBA, but also, after 
all these years and lessons, is realistic enough 
to know that plane rides with people like Bryant 
might not be in the cards for him.

“Everybody wants to play in the NBA,” he said. 
“That’s still a dream and everything, but I just 
want to play basketball after college. If I have to 
play overseas, I’d be cool with that. It’s never a 
bad thing to make money to play basketball. I’d 
do it for free.”

Traylor knows nothing will come free for the 
Jayhawks (25-4) the rest of the way. Even with 
a 12th consecutive Big 12 title now theirs and 
landing yet another No. 1 seed in the NCAAs 
growing more likely by the day, Traylor said this 
year’s group remains hungry and focused on what 
a few more weeks of grinding and smiling might 
deliver.

“If I could write the script,” he began, “there’s 
all these teams out there that can win it, and 
everybody’s gonna go hard, and I just feel like, 
‘Why not us?’ We put in enough work. We’ve got 
the group. We’ve got the coaches. Why not us? 
That’s the goal — the whole thing. That’s just how 
our minds work and where our motivation is.”
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KU’s Bill Self: Jamari Traylor 
‘one of my all-time guys’

Kansas City Star
Jesse Newell
March 4, 2016

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Senior Forward playing final home game for 
Kansas on Saturday
• Traylor has taken a leadership role with 
Jayhawks
• He was homeless for part of high school

Kansas men’s basketball coach Bill Self admits 
Saturday’s senior night game against Iowa State 
will be more emotional than many he’s attended.

A big reason for that? Forward Jamari Traylor will 
be playing his final home game after five years 
at KU.

“He’ll go down to me as one of my all-time guys,” 
Self said, “just to see where he started and where 
he is now is totally remarkable.”

Traylor’s journey has been well-documented. He 
spent part of his time in high school homeless, 
sometimes sleeping in abandoned Chicago cars 
with no heat.

“He was dealt a hand that most of us will never see, 
fortunately,” Self said. “There are multiple hands 
that would impact any young man, whether it be 
family crisis, whether it be economic situations, 
whether it be being homeless for a period of 
time, having to fight and scrap for shelter and 
food, which at age 15 or 16, that’s not something 
anybody would wish on any kid.”

With help from mentor and AAU coach Loren 
Jackson, Traylor eventually made it to play 
basketball at IMG Academy in Bradenton, Fla. He 
was first spotted by KU assistant coach Kurtis 
Townsend during a recruiting trip to see top-10 
player DeAndre Daniels.

“I think (KU coaches) said I was in the gym, and 
I was dunking and stuff like that,” Traylor said. 
“They opened their eyes to me, and they started 
recruiting me then.”

Traylor — he picked KU over offers from 
Oklahoma State, Indiana and Texas Tech — had 
to sit out his first season with the Jayhawks after 
being deemed a partial qualifier by the NCAA. 
That helped motivate him academically, which led 

to him graduating in four years with a degree in 
Liberal Arts and Sciences.

“When I first got here, I felt like some people were 
trying to rule me out before I even stepped foot 
here,” Traylor said. “I just had to hit the books.”

Traylor also has had an important role on KU’s 
basketball roster.

Guard Evan Manning says Traylor has the type of 
personality that allows him to be approachable. He 
also is someone whose voice is respected.

“He’s a really smart basketball player,” Manning 
said. “Whenever there’s someone asking a 
question, the first one they go to is him.”

Traylor, who averages 13.7 minutes per game, 
also has taken it upon himself to become a more 
vocal leader. That was especially the case after 
KU’s 86-67 road loss to Oklahoma State in mid-
January.

“In the locker room after that game, I was just 
chewing guys out,” Traylor said. “If we wanted to 
be a serious team, we can’t have games like that. 
I didn’t have a great game, and nobody really did. 
We all just had to own up to it and come back at 
practice and get better.”

KU improved after that point. Following a road loss 
two games later at Iowa State, the Jayhawks have 
put together a current 10-game winning streak.

Self says one can’t overlook Traylor’s contributions, 
calling him one of the two or three best leaders on 
the team.

“There’s just so many things that he’s done,” Self 
said.

Traylor also appreciates the coach that took a 
chance on him. Back in 2013, during a KU summer 
camp, Self raved about Traylor so much that the 
big man started to cry in front of a few hundred 
kids in the stands.

The bond between coach and player has only 
grown in the last three years, with Traylor saying 
that connection “means a lot to me. He loves me 
off the court, my personality.”

“He tries to understand me sometimes, and I feel 
like that’s really cool,” Traylor added. “I’ve got 
nothing but love for coach Self.”
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Vick another high-flying KU 
freshman

Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore
Dec. 4, 2015

Cheick Diallo wasn’t the only KU freshman to 
deliver a crowd-pleasing dunk (or three) in 
Tuesday’s 94-61 nonconference basketball rout of 
Loyola Maryland in Allen Fieldhouse.

First-year player Lagerald Vick, a 6-foot-5 guard 
from Memphis, showed his freakish athletic ability 
by skying to retrieve a missed layup by Sviatoslav 
Mykhailiuk, hang in the air and throw one down 
with 4:10 to play.

“Just running the floor and following up the play,” 
Vick explained of his technique on his slam in a 
game in which the 6-9 Diallo had three jams and 
6-5 junior Wayne Selden, Jr., two.

“I saw the ball coming off, grabbed it and put it in. 
It just feels amazing,” Vick added of the sensation 
of giving KU an 85-54 lead and displaying some 
of the athleticism he’s known for before 16,300 
onlookers.

“Always keep running and having energy,” Vick 
stated of his preferred style of play. “I’m trying to 
be a lockdown defender. I’m working on that part 
and letting the rest of the game come to me.”

Vick — he averaged 26.0 points and 11.0 rebounds 
a game his senior season at Memphis’ Douglass 
High — has scored 14 points while averaging 10 
minutes per game in four games. He’s hit six of 
nine shots, including one of four three-pointers. 
Vick has also made one of four free throws and 
has four assists to five turnovers.

“I see myself getting better,” Vick said. “Becoming 
a defender, getting stronger, just listening to the 
older guys. I get along with the team very well. 
I like being around the guys. I would say Jamari 
(Traylor) has been a mentor. I’m listening to him 
every day at practice — him and Wayne (Selden, 
Jr.) But I hang out with Carlton (Bragg, freshman) 
a lot.”

KU coach Bill Self has been pleased with the 
progress of Vick, who averaged 4.5 points and 
2.3 rebounds in eight games last summer for KU’s 
gold-medal winning World University Games team. 
He shot 51.6 percent from the field including 57.1 
percent from three during the Games. He hit two of 

three treys, scored eight points and had six boards 
in a win over Brazil. Also, he had 11 points off 5-of-
8 shooting with seven boards against Switzerland.

“He’s quick,” Self said. “The more I study him I 
say, ‘Gosh is he going to have an unbelievable 
body.’ He’s so long and sleek. He reminds me so 
much of a kid at Tulsa, Eric Coley, tough guy, same 
kind of build, big hands, long — kind of a Kawhi 
Leonard deal.

“He’s going to be terrific. I’m pleased with his 
development so far. There are not a lot of guys 
quicker than him. He could be a really good 
defender.”

As far as the other frosh dunker, Diallo, Vick said: 
“He was a little nervous playing in front of 16,000. 
I told him, ‘Defense first and offense will come.’’’

Diallo had 13 points, all in the second half. KU as a 
team led just 40-36 at the break before outscoring 
Loyola, 54-25, the final 20 minutes.

“We took a step in the locker room. Everybody 
checked themselves,” Vick said, no pun intended. 
“We came out with a different aggression to the 
game. We took advantage of what we can do.”

Carmelo-driven: Diallo, by the way, talked more 
about one of his three dunks — the one in which 
he put his left hand behind his head while flushing 
the ball through the hoop — on KU’s postgame 
radio show.

“It was a ‘Carmelo move,’’’ he said of Carmelo 
Anthony. “I used to do it in high school, Jordan 
Brand Classic, too. The ‘Carmelo move.’’’

New odds: KU’s current odds to win the national 
title: 12/1 according to Bovada. Kentucky is 5/1, 
Michigan State 9-1, Duke and North Carolina 10/1. 
Also at 12/1 is Virginia.
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Turgeon: KU bittersweet (16) 
foe

Lawrence Journal-World
Gary Bedore
March 21, 2016

KU’s opponent in the 2016 NCAA Tournament 
Sweet 16 is not Cinderella Hawaii, instead powerful 
Maryland, a 27-8 Big Ten team that slugged the 
Rainbow Warriors, 73-60, in a second-round South 
Regional contest on Sunday in Spokane, Wash.

The Terrapins, who were ranked as high as No. 2 
in the AP rankings before dipping to 18 in the final 
poll, are coached by Topeka native Mark Turgeon, 
who played for KU from 1983 to ’87 and worked 
on the staffs of both Larry Brown and Roy Williams.

“I hate we have to play Kansas. I’m just glad 
we’re there,” Turgeon said after Sunday’s victory. 
“They’re the best team in the country. We’ve got 
to get a quick turnaround. We play Thursday night, 
but we’re just excited to be in the game.”

Tipoff for the game will be approximately 8:40 
p.m. Thursday in KFC Yum! Center in downtown 
Louisville. Winner advances to Saturday’s Elite 
Eight against Villanova or Miami.

“Maryland is without question one of the most 
talented teams in the country. They are very strong 
on the perimeter and play through both bigs,” KU 
coach Bill Self said Sunday.

Maryland boasts starters Diamond Stone (6-foot-
11, 255-pound freshman), Damonte Dodd (6-11, 
250, junior) and Robert Carter (6-9, 235, junior) 
with 6-9, 220 senior Jake Layman, a factor off the 
bench.

Stone scored 14 points, Dodd had five blocks, 
Carter nine rebounds and seven points and 
Layman 10 points and six boards against Hawaii 
on Sunday.

“They have been ranked nationally in the top-
10 for the majority of the season. We know how 
talented they are, and certainly it will be a great 
test,” Self added.

As far as going against a familiar face in Turgeon, 
Self said: “Our fans will be very familiar with their 
coach because Mark (Turgeon) was one of the 
beloved Jayhawks during his time in Lawrence. 
I was a graduate-assistant coach at Kansas when 
‘Turg’ was a junior. He has had a great coaching 

career and has really got that Maryland program 
on a very solid foundation.”

Tough terps: KU sophomore guard Devonté 
Graham sees Maryland as a tough foe.

“I mean, I know they are a good team. They’ve got 
good bigs, (and) you’ve got to guard Melo,” Graham 
added of 6-3 sophomore point Melo Trimble, who 
exploded for 24 points, eight rebounds and three 
assists against the Rainbow Warriors.

“Their guards, Rasheed (Sulaimon, 14 points) and 
those guys can shoot the ball well. They’re really 
big,” Graham added, repeating a theme.

Maryland, which opened the season 15-1 and 22-
3, lost four of its last six regular-season games 
before beating Nebraska and losing to Michigan 
State in the Big Ten postseason tourney. The No. 
5-seed Terps beat South Dakota State, 79-74, 
in the first-round of the NCAAs before slugging 
Hawaii by 13.

“We’ve got faith in our scouting report. We’ll listen 
to it, practice hard and be ready,” KU senior Jamari 
Traylor said.

‘It’s a good feeling’: Maryland’s Rasheed Sulaimon 
asked if the Terps would celebrate its trip to the 
Sweet 16.

“Coach is probably going to take our phones 
and probably start focusing on Kansas,” he said, 
adding, “so we’re definitely going to celebrate, 
probably play video games. I’ll probably beat 
Melo in FIFA (EA Sports) and talk trash. It’s a good 
feeling, and it’s definitely going to be an enjoyable 
night. But at the same time, we still have business 
to take care of, and we got a tough team coming 
up. So we’re not going to get too crazy.”

Trimble added: “I don’t know about the FIFA part, 
but everything else he said was pretty on point. 
We’re going to enjoy this win tonight and can’t 
really do too much. We got a flight tomorrow 
morning. We’re going to refocus and get ready for 
Kansas.

Turgeon on ups, downs: “It’s such a long season. 
I think we got to 22-3 and we hit a lull where we 
weren’t very good. We lost a couple games we 
probably shouldn’t have lost. And then our schedule 
got tough. It was hard to get our confidence back. 
But I thought we gained momentum in the Big Ten 
tournament. Played pretty well there. We played 
well here (Washington) defensively. At times we 
were really, really good offensively, sharing the 
ball. So we feel good about ourselves. We really 

do. Are we playing our best basketball? We’re 
getting closer to that. But the key is that we’re 
very confident and we know how we have to play 
now to be successful and the guys have bought 
into that and especially in tournament play to be 
successful.

“So, I got really great kids and if you get to this 
point you usually do. You have great kids that 
are good players. And we never stop believing 
that we could be a good basketball team and we 
practiced hard every day and we have had fun. 
We try to have fun. So, I’m really happy for these 
guys, because this is a big step. I know it’s not the 
Final Four yet or National Championship, but to be 
a part of the Sweet 16 is a big step for us. For what 
we have went through late in the season, it’s, I’m 
happy for the players.”
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Tom Keegan: Landen Lucas 
and Jamari Traylor closing 
the lane on defense

Lawrence Journal-World
Tom Keegan
March 19, 2016

Des Moines, Iowa — KU basketball coach Bill 
Self’s search for quality post play alongside Perry 
Ellis kept coming up empty early in the season. It 
ended long ago and was stuffed deeper into the 
past Saturday night at a block party at the expense 
of Connecticut.

Reserve Jamari Traylor had the loudest block 
when he sent one whistling off his hand with the 
velocity of an Eric Hosmer line drive and into the 
stands. Traylor did what he usually does when he 
makes a highlight. He looked to the bench because 
he enjoys watching his teammates celebrate 
his feats almost as much as enjoys giving them 
something to celebrate.

What Traylor saw was a pair of freshman 
teammates with huge grins. Cheick Diallo was 
wagging his index finger. Carlton Bragg Jr. was 
jumping over and over with balled fists.

It was an amazing play made possible by Traylor 
building up a head of steam in defensive transition 
and leaping so explosively.

“It pumps energy into the room, gets us more in 
tune defensively, and when we’re energetic on 
defense, we can pretty much play with anybody 
and lock guys up,” Traylor said.

It was one of three blocks for Traylor, who knows 
his role and has been playing it well lately. It was 
the most exciting of KU’s seven blocked shots 
during Saturday night’s 73-61 victory that sent the 
Jayhawks to their first Sweet 16 since 2103. But 
none was bigger than Landen Lucas’ first of three. 
It came on UConn’s first shot on an aggressive 
drive to the hoop by Sterling Gibbs.

It served as an early statement that the lane is 
closed for Kansas foes.

“If we want to win, that’s what’s going to win,” 
Traylor said. “Defense wins championships. We 
have to bring it every night. We just had to take it 
to ’em and we did a great job of that.”

To say the least. Inside the three-point arc, the 

undersized Huskies made just 3 of 21 field-goal 
attempts, a remarkable statistic.

Making the paint a frustrating place for opponents 
to score ranks at the top of reasons Kansas has 
rattled off 16 consecutive victories. Traylor throws 
some of the credit for that the way of Lucas.

“Landen’s turned into a great shot-blocker down 
there,” Traylor said. “He’s a force to be reckoned 
with on the block. Guys’ can’t score on him. He’s a 
lock-down defender down there.”

It seems like 100 years ago that Lucas had trouble 
making easy shots and arrived at the scene a 
step late on defense. He has improved during the 
season it’s easy to forget he encountered those 
troubles earlier this season. It’s rare for a player 
to improve to the extent he has and it’s a blast to 
watch it unfold.

During his two games in Wells Fargo Arena, Lucas 
totaled 50 minutes and produced 22 points, 20 
rebounds, blocked five shots and made 8 of 11 
field goals and made 6 of 7 free throws.

His line from Saturday’s game — six points, 12 
rebounds, four assists, one turnover, three blocks 
and a steal — demonstrates how much his game 
has grown.

Maryland, KU’s possible next opponent (if the 
Terrapins move past Hawaii on Sunday), has far 
more size than either Austin Peay or UConn, but 
with the growth of his confidence, Lucas won’t shy 
away from the challenge and Traylor will be ready 
to give him a hand.
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Free-and-easy Jayhawks 
get past the second round 
... and now anything is 
possible

Kansas City Star
Sam Mellinger
March 19, 2016

This is the moment that has left them in tears, but 
here is Wayne Selden leaping over a row of chairs 
to hug his uncle. This is the moment that has 
left them slumped and muttering about missed 
chances, but here is Devonte Graham smiling 
as he slaps hands with fans on his way into a 
winners’ locker room.

This is the moment in which Andrew Wiggins 
failed, and Kelly Oubre too, and, yes, Perry Ellis 
and Wayne Selden and Frank Mason. But here the 
Jayhawks are, choking out another win instead of 
hearing that verb used against them — making 
it through a moment that’s been a nasty trap for 
them these last two years.

Kansas, the top overall seed in this NCAA 
Tournament, beat UConn — talented but 
ultimately overmatched — 73-61 in advancing 
to the Sweet 16 here on Saturday. There are few 
contexts where that is noteworthy, but here’s one:

KU, one of the historical giants of this sport, has 
lost this game in each of the past two tournaments, 
once with the No. 1 overall pick in the draft and 
once with a No. 2 seed against a mid-major 
program the fans like to think of as their in-state 
little brother.

“My younger guys never been this far,” KU senior 
Jamari Traylor said.

“Some guys do think about it,” junior point guard 
Mason said.

This tournament is America’s greatest sports 
event largely because of its unpredictability and 
emotional stakes, which makes grand judgments 
based on one year silly. But at some point between 
Mario Chalmers’ shot in 2008 and Thomas 
Robinson’s push to the 2012 final and Wiggins’ 
four points — four! — in the 2014 loss, this 
became A Thing — Kansas wins regular-season 
conference championships, and then is someone 
else’s trophy win in March.

Making it out of the first weekend is not the end, 

or at least it can’t be the end for this team to be 
remembered the way it wants. But it can’t be 
remembered the way it wants without making 
it through this moment, and if these players are 
honest, they remembered and cursed every bit of 
that pain from the last two years.

“We might have downplayed a little bit the 
pressure of this game,” center Landen Lucas said. 
“The last couple years have been tough. It’s in the 
back of your mind no matter what.”

This tournament made “survive and advance” 
mainstream. What happens in this round doesn’t 
necessarily mean a thing in the next round. 
Kansas fans can remember nervous moments in 
the early rounds of what turned out to be Final 
Four runs, and feelings of comfort that came the 
game before a gut punch.

So this isn’t a predictor as much as an observation: 
this team does not seem constrained by the 
tensions and pressures and failures of the past.

As much as anything else, the NCAA Tournament 
is about handling the moment. That’s a vague 
concept, of course, and can be used retroactively 
to explain the otherwise unexplainable. Maybe 
that’s what this column is doing.

But this team has not yet met a moment too big, 
and its perfect record since last November in 
games decided by 10 points or less indicates the 
Jayhawks may be the ones making the moment 
too big for the other side.

Playing at Kansas means playing under a spotlight 
that can melt, and that’s not for everyone. At 
times, it hasn’t been for some of the guys on this 
team. But the transformation of this group — not 
just since the beginning of the season, but within 
a core that’s been together for three years — is 
undeniable.

It’s in Graham growing into the team’s voice, in 
Mason finding the right amount of aggression, and 
in Selden effectively yelling the man he’s guarding 
into an airball. Heck, you can see it in Graham 
slinging a one-handed lob pass four feet from the 
basket and watching Selden grab it with one hand 
for what is becoming a regular appearance near 
the top of the day’s highlights.

In the past, the Jayhawks have played tight in 
these moments. They haven’t been whole for 
either of the last two tournament losses, but that 
doesn’t explain freezing against Stanford and 
backing down against Wichita State.

Playing this way — aggressive, free and sure 
— has to mean something. It is a hard thing 
to balance, playing hard with playing loose, 
especially at the top level of college basketball. It 
is nearly impossible to do it in this tournament, 
and recent history with the Jayhawks is proof. 
Selden has said his lesson from those letdowns is 
that you can’t hope things will happen, you have 
to make things happen.

In the moments after this win, emotions settled 
and the conversation turned from Selden’s dunk 
and Lucas’ influence to Maryland and Hawaii. 
Lucas is fond of saying that the reason guys come 
to Kansas is to win in the NCAA Tournament, and 
he is not talking about the first weekend.

In each of the last two years, this game meant 
a slow walk to a depressing bus ride home. 
This game meant guys shifting focus away from 
scouting reports and toward decisions about their 
basketball futures. Those thoughts can wait now.

The bus ride back to Lawrence was scheduled for 
about three and a half hours, maybe more. They 
would eat, maybe watch a game or highlights on 
TV, and after an hour or so most expected to be 
asleep. They need their rest.

There are more games to play.
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Bill Self’s 2016 Kansas 
Jayhawks team has been 
bolstered by his trust

Kansas City Star
Vahe Gregorian
March 18, 2016

HIGHLIGHTS 
• KU coach sends a different vibe to his players 
during NCAA Tournament
• Self says he’s more loose than in previous years
• His attitude could have long-term impact

On the surface, anyway, Kansas coach Bill Self 
spent much of KU’s game Thursday against Austin 
Peay exuding much the same sharp disposition 
from the 53 previous NCAA Tournament games he 
coached.

Charming as Self is away from the court, in the 
fever of competition he cajoles and coaxes with a 
certain cutting edge.

So in the Jayhawks’ 105-79 first-round victory, 
that included abruptly hooking freshman forward 
Carlton Bragg for a miscue after a 42-second 
cameo.

It meant bellowing “What are you doing? Good 
God!” at Svi Mykhailiuk even as he played the 
game of his life.

And it meant the usual dollops of Self’s standard 
term for the most intolerable of offenses: just … 
being … “soft.”

Even so, subtly as it might have been, Self still was 
radiating something to his players that they’ve 
absorbed for weeks now.

Something that has provided some thrust for KU’s 
ascension to the overall No. 1 seed and its 15-
game winning streak as it prepares to play No. 
9 seed Connecticut on Saturday at Wells Fargo 
Arena.

And perhaps all the more meaningfully, something 
these players hadn’t felt much along the way to 
stumbling in the second round the last two years.

This team enjoys the trust of Self, who knows it’s 
a more healthy, mature and whole group than the 
last two versions were — and has made it a point 
to inject that notion into them, and reinforce it.

Part of that is not projecting his anxieties on them 
as much in the cauldron of the postseason — 
even if Self didn’t quite embrace the suggestion 
that he is not as tight as he has been.

“I don’t think that I’m doing anything consciously; I 
just think I’m always loose,” he deadpanned, then 
smiled and added, “No, I’m joking … (But) I think 
it’s said a lot that teams take on the personality of 
the head coach; I think sometimes the coach can 
take on the personality of the team.

“And in our particular situation, these guys over 
an extended period of time have played a certain 
way, and they have given us all confidence on how 
they played.

“So I don’t think it’s anything that I’m consciously 
trying to do different. I think these guys have kind 
of brought that out in me.”

Of course, Self helped bring something out of 
them, too.

At least in part, that was through a meeting in 
which he implored Devonte’ Graham to exert his 
personality on what at the time was a team of 
“duds” — Self’s word — that had lost three out 
of five games.

“As the season went on, we changed and he 
changed. Some things had to change,” Graham 
said. “And one of the things was he gave us 
more freedom. But with that, it took a lot more 
responsibility from us.”

Whatever the chicken-and-egg quotient in all this 
is, it’s clear that the dynamics of the team — 
and how it perceives its coach — have radically 
shifted from the last two particularly stinging 
postseasons.

Each of those flameouts was hampered by key 
injuries late in the season, influenced by the flux 
of youth and one-and-dones on the roster, and, in 
hindsight, Self’s regrets that he got away from a 
formula that he long has favored for postseason 
success: having multiple point guards in the lineup 
at the same time.

Contrast that with the 2016 postseason, in which 
Kansas has a more structured identity and roles 
better understood.

And with that a coach who has so urged his 
players to cut loose and have fun and just be guys 
who can weather his withering gameday words in 
a different way.

The message of faith in them has been transmitted 
in a variety of ways, including Self’s rare display of 
raw sentimentality when he cried during Jamari 
Traylor’s senior-day send-off at Allen Fieldhouse.

“He’s a lot more open and a lot more free; he’s not 
as mean, I guess,” Traylor said, smiling and adding 
that he was moved by the love Self has for him 
and the bond they share.

Less overtly, forward Landen Lucas says he 
senses Self understands that the last couple of 
years his anxieties “might have carried over onto 
the team a little bit.”

Now, Lucas says, Self is more relaxed and gets 
how “self-aware” this team of veterans is … and 
that he knows that without Self even having to say 
it.

He also can tell it even when Self might let loose 
even as he seeks to keep them loose.

“Naturally, you get a sense of people, and just 
everything they say and every action that they 
do kind of comes across as one way or another,” 
Lucas said. “And so he really doesn’t have to say 
something extreme to let us know.

“We can just kind of feel that; I think that’s the 
biggest difference.”

How much of a difference that actually makes, and 
whether the feeling will hold up as the tournament 
intensifies, of course, remains to be seen as KU 
tries to advance to the Sweet 16 and beyond.

That’s something Self has managed 10 times in 
a career in which he’s 38-16 in NCAA play overall 
and 28-11 with a national title and two Final Fours 
at KU.

That’s remarkable success, by any rational 
measure.

But since it’s not perfection, it’s lent itself to 
questioning what’s gone wrong with early ousters.

One theory is that Self’s state of agitation can 
smother his team, and with the benefit of hindsight 
— or is it confirmation bias? — you can look back 
at some of the losses and see instances that fit the 
narrative.

Whatever the reality, Self is too smart, too 
psychologically attuned and too, well, self-aware 
not to have thought about how he can do his job 
better. He doubtlessly has reflected on the impact 
of the vibe he sends his team.
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Even if he doesn’t quite want to admit it and 
can’t always help himself, what matters is that 
his players sense something different emanating 
from him.

And thus he has come to trust them more. And/
or vice-versa.

That may or may not prove pivotal in what comes 
next.

But it seems to be a fine and good thing for them 
all to know, and it could be a key distinction from 
what went awry the last two years.

Even if it might not look so much different from the 
outside looking in.

Kansas City Star
Vahe Gregorian
March 18, 2016


