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Kansas’ Frank Mason III is Sporting News college basketball Player of the Year
Sporting News
Mike DeCourcy
March 8, 2017
Frank Mason III had begun the college basketball
season wonderfully, but one particular series of
practices was going miserably. “He was having
like a moody, crappy two days,” coach Bill Self
said.
It is the kind of thing that can happen on the way
to conference play, and conference tournaments,
and the NCAAs. Playing and winning always is
delightful. Periodically, preparing to play and win
can become less so.
“I almost got emotional,” Self told Sporting
News. “I said, ‘Frank, is there anybody in this
gym that loves this school more than you?’”
“‘Nope,’” Mason answered. “‘Nobody.’”
“‘Would it mean anything to you to have your
jersey hung up there for the rest of time?’” Self
asked.
“‘Uh, yeah,’” Mason said. “‘I hadn’t thought
about it, but yeah.’”
“I said: ‘Do you not understand that could
happen?’” Self concluded.
When Mason was a two-year starter at point
guard, a double-figure scorer on one Kansas
team that lost in the NCAA Tournament Round
of 32 and another that came so close but fell
in the Elite Eight, that never seemed remotely
possible. He was a very good college player.
There are no very good players with jerseys that
are hung in the end zone at Allen Fieldhouse.
That is reserved for all-time greats, among them
Paul Pierce, JoJo White, Wilt Chamberlain, Danny
Manning and Clyde Lovellette.
At some point in the future, perhaps if he is
playing in the NBA and can make it back to
Lawrence during the All-Star break, they will
have a ceremony to place the number 0 of
Frank Mason III into the Allen Fieldhouse rafters.
Because that is what they do, automatically, for
any Kansas players honored as a national player
of the year.
And Frank Mason III is Sporting News’ national
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Player of the Year for the 2016-17 season. As is
the case with the KU greats he will join in the Allen
rafters, he is entering some staggering company,
from Oscar Robertson to Pete Maravich, from Bill
Walton to Phil Ford, from Patrick Ewing to Tim
Duncan and Kenyon Martin to Buddy Hield.
“I told him, ‘If you’re the best player in our
league, that’s an automatic,’” Self said. “We
weren’t even talking about national player of the
year. We were just talking about trying to be the
best player in the league.
“Everybody’s got their guy that’s a treat to coach,
and I understand that. But he has just been an
absolute joy.”
Mason is averaging 20.5 points, 5.1 assists and
49.3 percent shooting from 3-point range. He
has attempted 205 free throws and converted 78
percent of them. He has maintained a 20-point
average while scoring 25 or more only six times.
He just gets 20 every night for a team that
won a 13th consecutive Big 12 regular-season
championship and is, at 28-3, headed toward
a second consecutive No. 1 NCAA Tournament
seed. That’s what he does.
Remember, when the season began Mason was
coming off consecutive seasons in which he
averaged fewer than 13 points and fewer than
five assists. He shot 43 percent from the field
last season and 38 percent from 3-point range.
He was a sturdy defender who rarely was beaten
off the dribble and routinely picked up steals.
He was, along with center Landen Lucas and
shooting guard Devonte’ Graham, merely one of
three very good starters returning for KU. Mason
was not projected as the Big 12 Player of the
Year in the official league poll, or in the Sporting
News yearbook. He was not projected to be the
best player in America by his coach.
“No,” Self admitted.
The only poll that foresaw this step toward
greatness was the Frank Mason poll.
“I would just say hard work, taking care of my
body, just improving in all areas,” Mason said.
“My conditioning, ballhandling, most importantly
my shooting. I think I improved my leadership
skills. It was more about accepting my roles the

past few years and this year, I just feel more
aggressive.”
Mason’s progression this season is a microcosm
of his entire college career. He was a three-star
prospect at Petersburg (Va.) High, according to
Scout.com. He was not included among the top
20 players at his position and not among the
top 100 prospects in the country. When he was
offered a scholarship by Towson, he eagerly —
and proudly — committed.
“Coming from where I come from, that was good,
from the environment I come from,” Mason said.
“My family was really proud of me. I was just
trying to take the first opportunity I could for a
free scholarship. I always knew I was better than
Towson. I was just taking the opportunity that
was given to me. But it worked out differently.
I just thank God that everything happens for a
reason and I’m here at Kansas today.”
What happened was that Mason failed a class in
his senior year of high school that cost him the
opportunity to qualify for Division I eligibility. He
decided to attend Massanutten Military Academy
in his home state, but before he even showed up
there he caught the attention of Kansas assistant
coach Kurtis Townsend during a summer
tournament.
Mason said he played lots of times in high school
and summer ball against prospects with grander
reputations, more stars on their ratings, more
prominent colleges chasing them. He knew
he was as good, or better. Probably better. He
chooses not to name any names now, because
it is not his style, but how many point guards
from the classes of 2012 or 2013 have had such
exceptional careers? Marcus Smart at Oklahoma
State, Kris Dunn at Providence, Yogi Ferrell at
Indiana? Maybe. But only Mason went from midmajor recruit to Sporting News Player of the Year.
Oh, and he progressed as a student, too: He will
graduate in the spring with a degree in liberal
arts & sciences.
“Every interview, every time he’s ever spoken
to, he never once mentions himself,” Self said.
“He really means that. That is who he is, and
the players all respect that so much. He gets
so much attention, and all he does is try to
deflect it to everybody else. He’s like the perfect
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Kansas’ Frank Mason III is Sporting News college basketball Player of the Year
[continued]
teammate; not perfect by any stretch, but they
know he’ll fight for them.”
In fact, perhaps the most remarkable aspect
of Mason’s season has been his willingness
— eagerness, in fact — to embrace freshman
Josh Jackson’s emergence as Kansas’ most
undeniable offensive force. Over the past 13
games, as Jackson has improved his 3-point
shooting to beyond 50 percent accuracy and
forced defenders to take that part of his game
seriously, his ridiculous athleticism has given

defenses too many options to manage.

their time and still totally utilize him.

Mason’s response to this: He has, over that
stretch, averaged almost exactly the same
number of points per game (20.7) as before
Jackson accelerated (20.3).

“Frank totally respects Josh’s talent, and
everybody in the room knows Josh is the best
prospect, by far. But I don’t think anybody in the
room would say they want anybody with the ball
in his hands more than Frank.”

“Devonte’ and Frank and Landen — more so
than anybody — totally see Josh’s strengths and
have understood we need to play off of that,” Self
said. “You see a lot of older guys (think), ‘This is
my time.’ They’ve figured out the way it can be

Sporting News
Mike DeCourcy
March 8, 2017
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USA TODAY Sports player of the year: Kansas’ Frank Mason III
USA TODAY
Nicole Auerbach
March 7, 2017
Kansas coach Bill Self knows a thing or two about
history, and he means what he says when he
says this: Frank Mason III’s jersey will someday
hang from the rafters of Allen Fieldhouse, one of
the most historic gymnasiums in the country that
houses one of the most storied programs in all of
college basketball.
Which means that, yes, Frank Mason’s fouryear career at Kansas ranks among the alltime greats — and don’t think the Jayhawks
faithful don’t realize that. You could tell by their
thunderous applause throughout Mason’s Senior
Night speech, which followed Kansas’s win
against Oklahoma last week.
“Senior night at Kansas is already in and of itself
an incredible experience, but for someone who’s
developed into the type of player he’s become,
and to go from an anonymous recruit to one
of the great players to ever play at Kansas, the
emotion poured out not only from Frank but
from the 16,000-plus fans that were there,” said
ESPN’s Fran Fraschilla, who called the game.
“KU fans are knowledgeable basketball fans,
and they understand clearly what he’s meant to
this program. Like, the one-and-done guys who
pop through, like Joel Embiid and Josh Jackson,
they’re certainly memorable players at Kansas,
but for this kid to show up as an anonymous
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recruit, not highly thought of, and then to finish a
career on senior night the way he did — it gives
you goosebumps.
“The atmosphere was as electric as anything
I’ve ever seen at Allen Fieldhouse in my 14 years
at ESPN.”
What’s been particularly special to watch as
Mason’s senior season has progressed is
the consistency. He started the season with
a 30-point performance against Indiana in
Hawaii and a buzzer-beater win against Duke
at Madison Square Garden — and barely has
let up since. Mason has averaged 20.5 points,
5.1 assists and 4.2 rebounds per game, the best
player on one of the best teams in the country.
Not only is Kansas in position to land a No. 1
seed in the NCAA tournament, but with Mason
at the helm the Jayhawks won their 13th
consecutive Big 12 championship in a league
with likely five NCAA tournament teams (and
four others currently ranked in the USA TODAY
Sports coaches poll) … by four games.
“He’s continuing a trend of four-year guys
who have had brilliant careers and are getting
recognized for it,” Fraschilla said. “You go back
to last year and go back to Buddy Hield and
Denzel Valentine, and the kind of careers they
had. In many ways, Frank has had as good a year
as Buddy had a year ago but less spectacularly.
… The most impressive thing about his season
is not how much he’s improved over four years

but how he’s started out his senior year brilliantly
and has kept it up with great consistency. He’s
very rarely had an off night over an entire
season; even his off nights have turned out to
be spectacular.”
Mason, who originally signed with Towson of the
Colonial Athletic Association, found himself on
the Jayhawks’ radar first when assistant coach
Kurtis Townsend noticed him during the Adidas
Fab 48 in the summer of 2012. Townsend had
come to the game to recruit another player, but
couldn’t take his eyes off of Mason.
But Mason was committed, and more importantly,
signed, elsewhere — until a twist of fate led him
toward Lawrence. Mason failed a government
class his senior year of high school and did not
qualify to go to Towson. He went to a prep school
for a year and reopened his recruitment.
And, then, he landed at Kansas — where,
four years later, teammates say he’s earned
every inch of praise that’s headed his way this
postseason.
“One hundred percent,” senior forward Landen
Lucas said. “He’s shown it every night. Even
his off nights have been great. To do what he’s
done so far this season definitely deserves the
recognition. I think we all agree on that and I
hope that he gets (the recognition).”
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Two of a Kind: Kansas thriving thanks to guards Graham and Mason
Sports Illustrated
Luke Winn
Jan. 11, 2017
This story originally appeared in the Jan. 9,
2017, issue of Sports Illustrated.
The first move, when constructing an ideal
starting lineup for a national-title contender,
should be to find a high-quality point guard—
and the second move should be to find another
high-quality point guard. It’s not a formula that
works in the NBA, but the past four college
champs started duos that could each handle the
point: Villanova had Ryan Arcidiacono and Jalen
Brunson in 2016, Duke had Tyus Jones and
Quinn Cook in ‘15, UConn had Shabazz Napier
and Ryan Boatwright in ‘14, and Louisville had
Peyton Siva and Russ Smith in ‘13.
The next in line could very well be No. 3–ranked
Kansas, which has 5’ 11” senior Frank Mason
III, a front-runner for national player of the year
who was averaging 19.8 points and 5.9 assists
at week’s end, starting alongside 6’ 2” junior
Devonte’ Graham (12.5 points, 4.5 assists).
Yet unlike the blue-blood programs that typically
shop for guards at the Five-Star Boutique—
that’s where UCLA picked up magician Lonzo
Ball, Kentucky got De’Aaron Fox and Isaiah
Briscoe, and Duke found Frank Jackson and
Grayson Allen—the Jayhawks came by theirs
serendipitously, and without regard for brand
names. There is no blueprint for what Kansas did;
there is only a story of how the most atypical KU
backcourt and the ideal, contending backcourt
are one and the same.
Forged in Pin Oaks
Kansas’s coaches have a reliable way to irk
Mason: When an opposing player’s bio intersects
with his, they’ll make a comment during their
scouting report along the lines of, “This is the
toughest kid to come out of [example—Virginia]
in years.”
“Mannnnn, Coach,” Mason will say, gruffly.
“Don’t play yourself.” Meaning: Don’t be
delusional. The toughest player from Virginia is
sitting right in front of you.
Petersburg, Va. (pop. 32,477), is a 24-mile drive

south from Richmond. Just east of Petersburg’s
downtown, after a right turn off State Highway
36 before the Civil War battlefield site, a sign
welcomes visitors to Pin Oaks Estates—
estates being a euphemism for a public
housing development of two-story duplexes.
Mason’s father, Frank Jr., served much of his
son’s childhood in jail on various drug charges,
while his mother, Sharon Harrison, raised eight
kids in Pin Oaks. After a 2001 fire ravaged the
apartment Mason lived in as a young child, the
family moved into one directly across the street
from the Estates’ two asphalt basketball courts.
There was nightly action on the main court, which
was surrounded—almost claustrophobically
so—by a high, chain-link fence set less than
a foot beyond the out-of-bounds lines. Mason
scored enough there, in games with no fouls
called, to be nicknamed the Phenom. But
the Most Frank Mason III Story from Pin Oaks
was based on a miss. As a fifth-grader he was
shooting against another kid to secure the final
spot in a pickup game. He lost the shootoff but
refused to step outside the fence. “I deserve to
play,” he declared, “so I’m gonna play.” A fight
broke out; punches were thrown; the other
kid yielded; and Mason played. He was hardly
sportsmanlike back then, but he says he had
a credo: “There was no way I was gonna get
punked for a spot on the court.”
The-Raeford-to-Raleigh Escape
Train your eyes on Kansas’s point guards during
any game, and you’ll see not just contrasting
styles of play—Mason, the bullish attacker who
has evolved from pure scorer to complete, lead
guard; Graham, the bouncy speed-shifter who
has evolved from pure point to combo creatorscorer—but also contrasting expressions. “A pit
bull look” is the way Mason describes his meanmugging mien, even though he insists he is not
actually mean, “versus a happy, clown face on
Devonte’.”
“Frank looks way tougher than I do,” says
Graham, who also thinks of himself as tough.
“It’s just because I’ve got the baby face and I’m
always smiling.” Graham says he hasn’t had
much to feel down about lately. He knows that
he’s been fortunate to escape some unfavorable
situations—and that the first and most crucial
escape happened just before he was born.

On Feb. 22, 1995, Dewanna King was 14 and
sitting on the passenger side of the front seat of
a U-Haul truck, braving the pain of contractions
by squeezing the right hand of her 12-yearold sister, Mashonda, in the middle seat. Their
mother, Doris, was driving north on Highway 210
toward Raleigh.
The trio was fleeing the Raeford, N.C., home
where Doris was in what had become an unsafe
relationship. An incident the previous night had
been her breaking point, and with Dewanna
two weeks from her due date, Doris decided
that house was no place to raise another child.
She told her daughters to head to the school
bus stop the next morning, wait until they saw
their stepfather leave for work and then return
home to pack while she sought a ride to a U-Haul
office and a police officer to protect her in case
her husband came back before she could get
away. Raeford was a 4,300-person town where
everyone knew everyone, and when would-be
helpers were reluctant to get involved that day,
Doris told them, “Either you’re going to get in the
middle of it or you’re probably going to find me
dead.”
Dewanna’s contractions began 20 minutes after
they hit the road, but she feared they would be
prevented from escaping if they went to the
nearest hospital, which was in Fayetteville. “We
can’t stop,” she said. They pushed on for Raleigh,
where they had a safe haven with relatives, even
though it was 70 miles away. Upon arriving in
the city, Dewanna went straight from the U-Haul
to a hospital wheelchair to the delivery room.
Devonte’ was born that night.
In the Shadow of Moses
Petersburg High’s most famous alum is Hall of
Fame center Moses Malone, who carried the
Crimson Wave to undefeated seasons in 1972–
73 and ‘73–74, then jumped straight to the ABA.
In the school’s current gym, which opened the
fall after Malone’s graduation, a banner with his
number 24 hangs in the rafters.
It was in that gym, as a fifth-grader in 2005, that
Frank Mason III dominated an elementary school
tournament and impressed AAU coach Michael
Blackwell enough that he asked Mason’s mother
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Two of a Kind: Kansas thriving thanks to guards Graham and Mason
[continued]
if her son would join his program, Team Loaded.
“That,” Harrison replied, indicating that her son
already had a certain degree of autonomy, “is up
to Frank.”
Blackwell told Mason something that day that he
has never forgotten: “This game can take care
of you and your family. It may not put a dollar in
your pocket right now, but if you do it the right
way, it eventually will.” Mason bought in, thrived
with Team Loaded, led the state in scoring during
his junior year and came the closest of any PHS
player to Malone’s record of 2,124 career points.
(Mason finished with 1,901.)
While Mason was not on a Malone-like
trajectory—as a 5’ 11” scoring guard, unranked
by the major recruiting services, he had no offers
from power-conference schools—he was at
least on a route that might eventually provide for
his family, which by his senior year included a
newborn son, Amari, whom he had with a former
girlfriend. In November 2011, Mason signed a
national letter of intent with Towson, where he
might have become a prolific enough mid-major
scorer to open up professional opportunities.
But Mason never made it to Towson. He narrowly
failed a government class in his final semester
at Petersburg, ensuring that he’d neither
graduate on time nor academically qualify for
Division I. “That was one of the first times I’d
ever seen Frank crushed,” says his stepfather,
Bernard Gregory, who attended a meeting with
Mason, the government teacher and school
administrators. “He was in tears, asking, ‘What
can I do?’”
The teacher declined to let Mason redo his
coursework. So he enrolled in summer school
in order to graduate, got a job at McDonald’s to
help support Amari, enrolled for the following
year at Massanutten Military Academy to get
his academics in order and headed back on the
AAU circuit to reset his recruitment. “That was
when Frank went from a young man to a man,”
Blackwell says. “Some people might have quit. It
made him say, I need to wake up.”
Free D’Tae
If Mason was undersized, Graham was miniature:
5’ 3” as a freshman at Raleigh’s Broughton
High and just 5’ 11” during his post-junior-year
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summer, the most important recruiting period.
Graham’s size 14 feet suggested he would get
bigger, “but even heading into his senior year,”
says his best friend from high school, Steven
Thornhill, “it was like, Wow, he still hasn’t really
grown. Maybe it’s never going to happen.”
Graham was a talented enough point guard—
he ran the show for Garner Road, John Wall’s
former AAU program—that he earned mid-major
offers. In November 2012 he accepted the best
one he had, signing with Appalachian State. But
after he broke out as a senior star at Broughton,
he wanted to re-open his recruitment and called
Appalachian State coach Jason Capel, twice,
to ask for a release from the national letter of
intent.
Capel wouldn’t budge, partly due to his
suspicion that N.C. State had violated NCAA
rules by contacting Graham after he signed.
(The Wolfpack denied reaching out to Graham.)
A statement Capel issued in September 2013
read in part, “Due to our concerns that these
rules were not followed and the fact that we had
turned away all other potential student-athletes
that could have capably filled [Graham’s] spot on
the roster, we denied his request for a release.”
Rather than play for Capel, Graham chose to take
a prep year at Brewster Academy in Wolfeboro,
N.H. But as the saga dragged on and he remained
off-limits to recruiters through the 2013–14
season, it became such a psychological burden
that his mother persuaded him to speak to a
counselor.
Meanwhile, King launched a grassroots Free
D’Tae campaign, making T-shirts—white, with
red-and-black text on the front—and spreading
the message on social media. When Graham’s
extended family traveled to see him play for
Brewster in the City of Palms Classic in Fort
Myers, Fla., in December 2013, they were
wearing the FREE D’TAE shirts at a mall when
a shopper approached them and asked, “Is
somebody in jail?’”
“No,” King replied. “My son is just locked in a
contract.”

Bill Self calls assistant Kurtis Townsend into his
office to rehash what led the Jayhawks to recruit
Mason in the summer of 2013.
Self: “When Frank came out, was that the same
year we were recruiting Cat Barber and Chris
Jones?”
Townsend: “And Demetrius Jackson. Frank was
kind of our fourth option.”
Kansas needed point guard help, and things
weren’t breaking the Jayhawks’ way. Jones,
the No. 1 junior college prospect, committed to
Louisville. Barber, the No. 24–ranked high school
recruit, committed to N.C. State. Jackson, the
No. 33 recruit, committed to Notre Dame.
Self: “That left us really kind of—”
Townsend: “Scrambling. Then we were recruiting
Jordan McLaughlin [for the following class], who
ended up canceling our visit and committing to
USC. But I went to see him [at the Adidas Fab
48] in Vegas; Frank was playing against him,
and Frank kicked his ass.... I knew Frank’s AAU
coach, Ty White, so I called him and asked, ‘Does
that little dude with the braids play like that all
the time?’ He said, ‘Every day, Coach. He don’t
know no better.’ ... I went and saw him twice
more, and each time he was good.”
Self: “Kurt came back and told me, Frank’s better
than anybody we’ve been recruiting.”
The Jayhawks’ fan base, however, was less than
thrilled by Mason’s commitment on Oct. 7, 2012,
when he was a three-star guard ranked 131st
in his class by Rivals.com. The comments on
KUSports.com’s story the next day were mostly
skeptical or negative, with one fan proposing
nicknames for Mason that included “Red Shirt
[sic] then Transfer” and “This Ain’t Towson.”
A user with the handle Wave79—Mason’s
stepfather—fought back. “I will assure you
that Kansas will not be disappointed in Frank
Mason,” Gregory wrote. “I can personally tell you
that there are not 130 high school seniors better
than him.... You ain’t gonna see a tougher guard
at his size.”

The Fourth Option
The Most Timely of Firings
Scene from late November 2016: Kansas coach
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In the end, it was fortuity that freed D’Tae.
Capel was fired in March 2014, and the coach
that replaced him at Appalachian State, Jim
Fox, granted Graham his release that April.
“The timing was a blessing for us,” says Self,
“because if Devonte’ had been released right
away [in 2013], someone else would’ve done
a better job recruiting him.” Kansas, which had
been rebuffed in its recruitment of top 2014
point guard Tyus Jones and was losing point
guard Naadir Tharpe to a transfer, jumped in on
Graham and secured his commitment on May 2.
Although he arrived with less hype than the
eventual one-and-done freshmen in his class,
Kelly Oubre and Cliff Alexander, Graham soon
established that he belonged. When ex–Navy
Seals led a weekend session of Kansas’s annual
preseason boot camp in September 2014, they
gave Graham an award for being the team’s best
leader, despite the fact that he had yet to play a
college game.
As a sophomore Graham started in the
Jayhawks’ backcourt alongside Mason, giving
Self an arrangement that reminded him of his
final season at Illinois, in 2003–04, when Dee
Brown and Deron Williams shared the ball
seamlessly and made it hard to define who was
the one and who was the two. “I don’t know that
they’re the best or the most talented,” Self says
of Mason and Graham, “but I don’t think there’s
two guards out there that play better together.”
Or that complement each other as well
defensively, as Mason is better at smothering
ballhandlers—in his words, “Letting them know
that I’m there”—and Graham is better at tracking
foes off the ball. At Oklahoma on Feb. 13, 2016,
it was Graham who drew the assignment of
checking national player of the year front-runner
Buddy Hield, the 6’ 4” guard who’d scored 46
points at Allen Fieldhouse in January. Graham
held Hield to 24 points, on 5-of-15 shooting,
while scoring a career-high 27 in what became
his signature performance. When he was named

the Big 12 tournament’s most outstanding player
a month later, all the nights Graham had spent
stressing—wondering, Maybe I should’ve just
stuck with Appalachian State—seemed like an
eternity ago.

it’s not the other one’s night, and that Mason’s
most overt displays of toughness—his #BIFM
moments—”are when nothing is happening for
us on offense. That’s when Frank says, O.K., I’ve
gotta take over.”

#BIFM

In Concert

When Kansas’s managers distribute new Adidas
gear—a new travel sweat suit, say—they
typically write each player’s number on the
inside tags. But lately, for Mason, they’ve been
writing #BIFM. This is a part of his legend that
precedes his being a college player of any note.

Scene from late in the evening of Dec. 20, 2016,
when the Jayhawks are 10–1.

In March 2014, RedHead, an obscure rapper
from Hopewell, Va., posted a song on YouTube
entitled “Frank Mason.” It begins with a voicemail intro from Mason, and then the line “B---, I’m Frank Mason” is repeated 28 times in
3:43. It went largely unnoticed until 2015, when
Grantland writer Mark Titus catapulted it into
meme- and hashtag-dom.
When the track debuted, Mason was a
5.5-points-per-game scorer who was merely
being celebrated for having made it from Pin Oaks
to D-I. Now he’s the nation’s most unstoppable
guard and the author of the season’s signature
shot to date: a game-winning, 15-foot jumper
with 1.8 seconds left to beat Duke on Nov. 15.
A caravan of family members had traveled to
that game, including Amari, now five, who lives
with his mother in Virginia. He told his father
afterward, “Dad, I seen you make the shot,
and everybody went crazy!” And while Mason
never listens to his eponymous song anymore,
it remains part of his teammates’ lexicon. In a
video that surfaced of Mason getting mobbed
in Kansas’s locker room, someone off-camera
yells, “B----, I’m Frank Mason!”
Against Duke, Graham had been struggling with
cramping and Mason seized control of the game,
scoring on a series of isolations in the final
minutes. Self says his guards can sense when

Mason, Graham and redshirt sophomore guard
Malik Newman are on Instagram Live from a
room in Kansas’s new, $12 million basketball
dormitory, freestyling over YouTube instrumentals
during their winter break. Mason has his hoodie
up, his delivery is low-key, and he introduces
himself as Extreme Zero. He christened the
Jayhawks’ digs the Mansion when he stood up
at a thank-you dinner for the principal donors
and told them he never expected he’d have the
opportunity to live somewhere that posh. His
freestyling on this night includes references
to the Mansion and the highway leading to Pin
Oaks. (“The 36 is where I’m at.”)
Graham is buoyant and shirtless, exposing the
FOREVER GRATEFUL tattoo across his chest—a
tribute to his mother and grandmother for getting
him to this stage of his life. He intros himself
as D-Teezy and begins riffing off the comment
stream from the broadcast’s 200-plus viewers.
He spots a compliment that he likes and spits
out: “Best backcourt in the nation, on Live/N----ain’t f------ with us, anytime.” They alternate
between rapping and laughing at the amateurgrade bars. What they lack in refinement, they
make up for with their sense of timing. When one
guard is running out of ideas, the other is always
there beside him, to take control of the beat.

Sports Illustrated
Luke Winn
Jan. 11, 2017
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Tom Keegan: Bill Self’s growing coaching tree easy to spot on Selection Sunday
Lawrence Journal-World
Tom Keegan
March 7, 2017
Bill Self’s coaching tree never has looked more
lush than it will on Selection Sunday.
Each coach is allowed three assistant coaches
with full recruiting privileges, and six different
men have served in that capacity during Self’s
14 seasons at Kansas.
All six men will coach in the upcoming NCAA
Tournament, including three as heads of their
own programs.
Joe Dooley’s Florida Gulf Coast squad earned
a spot in the 68-team field by defeating North
Florida, 77-61, in the Atlantic Sun Tournament
championship game Monday, giving the school
its second consecutive NCAA tournament
appearance under Dooley, in his fourth year
at the Fort Meyers, Fla.,-based school. Former
Kansas point guard Aaron Miles, who worked as
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a graduate assistant on Self’s staff, is a full-time
assistant for Dooley.
Danny Manning’s Wake Forest Demon Deacons,
a consensus pick to finish 13th in the 15-member
ACC, exceeded expectations by going 9-9
in the regular-season. The Deacons opened
postseason play by blasting Boston College, 9278, in the ACC tourney to extend their winning
streak to four games, including one against
mighty Louisville.
Even if Wake doesn’t defeat Virginia Tech in the
second round, no way the selection committee
can deny the Deacons now. Manning, in his third
season at Wake, took Tulsa to the tournament in
his second season.
The Wake Forest turnaround from a 2-16
conference record a year ago speaks to
Manning’s coaching ability. So does the fact that
John Collins, a three-star recruit from West Palm
Beach, is averaging 19.1 points, 9.8 rebounds
and 1.6 blocked shots in his sophomore season
and is projected by draftexpress.com to go 15th

in the NBA draft. Brett Ballard, who worked
under Roy Williams and Self at Kansas, is one of
Manning’s three assistant coaches.
Tim Jankovich, who left his job as head coach at
Illinois State to become coach-in-waiting at SMU
under Larry Brown, is in his first season as head
coach at SMU, although he went 9-0 in 2015-16
during Brown’s NCAA-mandated suspension.
SMU ended its 27-4 regular season by blasting
Memphis, 103-62. The Mustangs have won 23
of 24 and have set themselves up for an atlarge bid if they don’t win the American Athletic
Conference tournament in Hartford, Conn.
Self is bound to face one of his former assistants
in the NCAA tournament, maybe as soon as this
year, and people will cry that the committee
rigged the deck to make it happen in order to set
up a story line.
Wrong. With so many connections, it’s inevitable.
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Likely one-and-done Josh Jackson ‘a model of consistency’ for KU basketball, Bill Self
says
Topeka Capital-Journal
Matt Galloway
March 7, 2017
LAWRENCE — The maximum number of games
Bill Self likely has left to coach star freshman
Josh Jackson can now be counted on two hands.
It’s a reality the Kansas basketball coach
acknowledges — though not one he’s exactly
thrilled to be reminded of.
Asked during Monday afternoon’s KU basketball
news conference what sets Jackson apart from
other one-and-done players he has coached
over the years, Self interjected halfway through
the question.
“Has he told you guys he’s leaving?” Self joked.
“God, you ruined my day.”
Kidding aside, if there is a clock on the number of
games Self has left with Jackson — a projected
No. 3 overall pick in this year’s NBA draft by
DraftExpress.com — you can bet the KU coach
hopes to use every last finger in the countdown.
With the regular season in the books, the
No. 1-ranked Jayhawks (28-3) could play a
maximum of nine games in the postseason,
beginning with a 1:30 p.m. Thursday quarterfinal
matchup at the Big 12 Tournament against either
TCU or Oklahoma at Sprint Center in Kansas City,
Mo.
For Jackson, that contest represents the first
postseason step in what has been a dazzling
freshman campaign.
Jackson is averaging 16.4 points, 7.2 rebounds
and 3.1 assists this season, shooting 51.1

percent from the field and 37.7 percent from
3-point range. In Big 12 play, those numbers
are even better — in 18 conference games,
he stands at 16.7 points and 7.6 rebounds per
contest, shooting 43.5 percent from beyond the
arc.
Those totals don’t include a signature
performance against Kentucky in the middle of
conference play, where Jackson scored 20 points
and hauled in 10 rebounds in the Jayhawks’ 7973 victory in Lexington. That game represents
one of his 11 double-doubles this season, with
nine coming since Jan. 7.
Back to the question posed to Self for a moment.
What has set Jackson apart from other oneand-done players in the coach’s past, including
Andrew Wiggins, Ben McLemore and Xavier
Henry?
“I think it’s his mental makeup and maturity,”
Self said. “He’s beyond his years. He just turned
19 not too long ago, but he certainly doesn’t
play like a 19 year old or act like one. In crucial
situations, he’s got a calmness about him.”
That was certainly on display in Jackson’s best
collegiate performance, a 31-point, 11-rebound
outburst in an 80-79 victory on Feb. 11 at Texas
Tech. With the Jayhawks’ alpha male Frank
Mason under the weather and limited to only
26 minutes, Jackson went off in a 12-for-15
shooting performance, hitting the game-winning
free throw with seconds left.
“I think that his intangible makeup is as good
as any that I’ve ever been around,” Self said,
“especially at that age.”

3-point attempts before Dec. 30 — Jackson has
become a reliable offensive threat from virtually
everywhere on the court.
Well, almost everywhere. Jackson is still
converting just 55.9 percent of his free-throw
attempts, including 58 of his 100 shots from the
line during Big 12 play.
“I’ve said it before: I’m not going to make a big
deal about that,” Self said. “He’s got to make
‘em. You know, he’s proven to me over time that
when it counts the most, he usually does.
“Sasha Kaun wasn’t exactly Rick Berry when he
went to the line, OK? So we’ve had numerous
things like that. We’re shooting 71 percent (as a
team) in league play, which is not awful. It’s not
awful. It’s not good enough.”
Still, the consistency in Jackson’s game is the
element Self said the 6-foot-8, 207-pound
Detroit native has worked hardest to improve.
After those early struggles — “I think there
was pressure on him,” Self said — the guard
is making it count on defense, in rebounding,
passing, gaining extra possessions, bringing
energy, and making his teammates better
offensively.
“He’s been a model of consistency,” Self said. “If
you’re going to look at one thing, you obviously
say, ‘Well, he’s shooting the ball better.’ That
would be the one thing. I’m not sure it’s because
he worked on it so much more. It’s just something
he kind of had to go through.
“But he has worked on it.”

After a somewhat rough start shooting this
season — he made only 26.9 percent of his
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Kansas coach Bill Self bidding farewell to his senior son
Associated Press
Dave Skretta
Feb. 28, 2017
LAWRENCE, KAN. — Bill Self tried his best to
treat all his seniors the same.
One by one, the trio walked onto the floor of
Allen Fieldhouse, arms linked with their mothers
to the adoration of a sellout crowd. The Kansas
coach greeted each with handshakes and hugs,
whispered a couple of words in their ears and
ushered them toward their framed jerseys
propped up at midcourt.
Try as he might, Self couldn’t quite treat all of
them the same Monday night.
One of them, he admitted, is “my favorite
Jayhawk of all time.”
It was his son, Tyler.
“I’ve enjoyed coaching all my years here, without
question,” Self said, “but I’ve really enjoyed
the last five years more because I’ve got to be
around him even more.”
Bill Self, a former Oklahoma State and Edmond
Memorial High School standout, has gone
through this process at Kansas every year for
14 years. Guys who have endured the pressure
of playing for championships, who survived his
countless grueling practices, get one last chance
on senior night to bask in the glow of one of
college basketball’s hallowed venues.
Even the coach’s son, a walk-on guard who
rarely plays.
So, Tyler Self walked into the Phog one last time,
arm in arm with his mother, and joined fellow
seniors Frank Mason III and Landen Lucas in
the middle of the floor. Bill Self walked over and
joined them, kissing his wife on the top of his
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head and giving his son an affectionate squeeze.

a few minutes on the floor in mop-up time.

An era was coming to an end. And it was
emotional.

“It was something, coming into it, we said we
should have it figured out that we would have
a player-coach relationship on the court, fatherson off it,” Tyler Self said. “Just so I made
sure my teammates respected me and I was
deserving to be there.”

“Every parent probably wishes they could spend
more time with their kids growing up while
you’re chasing the carrot, and I’ve chased it,” Bill
Self said long afterward, once the No. 1-ranked
Jayhawks had beaten Oklahoma, “and you can’t
get the time back. But it’s special when you can
get more time. My time with him was later in
life, when most parents have it earlier. It’s not an
even trade, but I’ll take it.”
The great irony is that Tyler Self once wanted
nothing to do with Kansas.
He was just a kid when his father was leading
Illinois to Big Ten titles, and had grown fond of
Illini stars Deron Williams and Dee Brown. As for
Kansas? Well, what Tyler Self knew of Kansas
was that it had beaten his Dad’s team in the
Sweet 16, and that was reason enough to loath
the place.
But when Roy Williams departed for North
Carolina in 2003, Bill Self made the hard decision
to leave a team that eventually would play for a
national title under Bruce Weber and take over
the Jayhawks. And over time, Tyler Self came to
love them in the same way that he loved the Illini,
sitting in those simple stands every home game
and getting a good-luck wink from his dad.
Tyler Self would never develop into a star, or even
a role player, though he probably could have at
a smaller school. But playing for his dad was his
dream, and he decided to walk on at Kansas,
where winning conference championships are
the minimum of expectations.
He signed up for a career spent running the scout
team, chasing around NBA prospects, cheering
from the bench most of the game and hoping for

Perhaps it was because he was the coach’s kid,
or because he was such a fun-loving goofball,
but over the years he became a cult hero. The
student section would chant his name late in
games, hoping he would check in. They roared
when he touched the ball. When he made a shot,
the cheers seemed to shake the old field house,
rattling the windows near the rafters.
He has scored 14 points in his entire career.
Bill Self would sit on the bench and smile for
every single one of them.
“Landen’s been here five years and Frank’s
been here four, but Tyler’s been here 14,” dad
explained. “They’re all good kids, but it’s great to
see how he’s grown.”
Tyler Self’s career is not quite over. The
Jayhawks visit Oklahoma State for their regularseason finale Saturday, then play in the Big 12
Tournament next week. After that comes the
NCAA Tournament, where the Jayhawks hope to
be playing in nearby Kansas City for a spot in the
Final Four.
Even if he doesn’t get into another game, Tyler
Self will leave Kansas with a legacy all his own.
One that goes deeper than just being the coach’s
kid.
“It was,” Tyler Self said, “an unbelievable
experience.”
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Making Frank Mason: Kansas senior’s monster season took root last summer
Lawrence Journal-World
Matt Tait
March 1, 2017
Andrea Hudy, the gatekeeper of the Kansas
weight room whose actual title is wordier and
much less fitting, has a theory about senior
Frank Mason III that perfectly summarizes the
ferocious and efficient way the KU point guard
has played during his magnificent senior season.
“He’s a high-end sports car that needs to get
tuned up all the time,” said Hudy of KU’s leading
scorer, who is gunning to become the first player
in Big 12 history to average 20 points and five
assists in a single season. “We’re talking about
performance, health and durability. Frank takes
a beating, and because (of that), you just need
to take care of that sports car and make sure it
stays on the road.”
In Mason’s case, that road is one he hopes will
lead to the Final Four. But there have been plenty
of pit stops along the way and figure to be more
in the coming weeks.
In the mix for multiple national player of the year
honors, a virtual lock for the Big 12 player of the
year hardware and the heart and soul of a topranked Kansas team that has visions of hanging
KU’s sixth national championship banner, Hudy
said Mason would not be where he was today
without paying careful attention to building,
maintaining and nurturing his body.
This is nothing new for the man whom Hudy
compared to a Ferrari or an Aston Martin.
Since arriving on KU’s campus in the summer of
2013 — and even before — the 5-foot-11 point
guard from Petersburg, Va., always has made
taking care of his body a top priority.
Last summer, however, Mason shifted his
mentality from maintaining his body to putting
it through hell.
“I just pushed myself harder than I ever had
before,” Mason told the Journal-World during a
recent interview. “I set more goals and focused
on that and worked really hard to achieve them.
That was my mindset coming into this year —
try to do the most work I’ve ever put in. I got after
it, and here we are today.”

All work and no play
To Mason, it really was that simple, even if most
of the work he did — often all alone in an empty
gym — would have killed many players on the
Kansas basketball roster.
While waking up to a total-body workout every
day, Mason said he emphasized conditioning
more than ever — think running stairs, short
sprints, long distances and pushing through the
pain of it all to do a little more — and wanted to
get bigger and stronger to be able to better finish
better near the basket.
Think about all of the hard falls that Mason
took during his first three years as a Jayhawk.
And now think about how many of those types
of spills — the ones where you weren’t quite
sure if he was going to get up or wondered if he
had seriously injured himself — you saw Mason
suffer this season.
Instead of getting hit and falling, Mason now has
found the ability to absorb the contact and finish
through it.
“It’s not our goal to get big chests and big upper
bodies, because that doesn’t do well for change
of direction,” explained Hudy, noting that lifting
lighter weight at a faster rate, and not bulking
up, was a major point of emphasis for Mason in
the offseason. “Let’s get you faster and maybe
that strength can transfer to lateral agility or
posturing or prolonging force production so that,
when you do get hit, you can take that force and
keep going with what you’re doing.”
Hudy gave an example.
In the past, Mason may have pushed 300 pounds
at a speed of 0.4 meters per second. According
to Hudy, that’s pretty slow. But by decreasing the
weight and lifting 150 pounds instead, Mason
now adds strength by exceeding speeds of 1.0
meters per second.
“Basketball isn’t a slow sport,” Hudy said. “So
what we’ve really started to focus on is this
velocity of movement. And we can measure it
with the software that we have. We’ve really
focused on high-end speed things that will
hopefully transfer to the court.”

‘He’s just a competitor’
While focusing on faster movements in the
weight room was somewhat new to Mason, to
Hudy, the whole thing was merely a continuation
of a four-year process that has been marked by
physical growth and mental understanding.
“The weight room is part of our practice
culture,” she said. “We’re on a 46- to 48-week
commitment. We see them 4-6 times a week.
It doesn’t have to be hard, it just has to be
consistent. And we get our results based on the
consistency.”
Mason is nothing if not consistent. From the
minute he arrived in Lawrence to today, the allbusiness athlete who has become a fan favorite
and one day will have his jersey hanging in the
rafters of Allen Fieldhouse — Self said as much
on his radio show Tuesday night — Mason has
let his work do the talking for him and added
layers to his game that have taken him from nice
piece to potential player of the year.
Want to know what Mason did upon returning
to Lawrence back in November after hitting a
game-winning shot in the final seconds to beat
No. 1 Duke in the Champions Classic in New
York? After a two-hour bus ride to the airport in
NYC and a four-hour trip home from there, he
dropped off his bags in his room and went to the
practice gym to shoot.
“I’ve been with him for three years and I know
his work ethic, just being with him, playing with
him,” said junior running mate Devonté Graham
of Mason. “He’s just a competitor. And I think I
got a lot of my competitive spirit from him when
I first got here, just watching him compete.”
Giving his all
To the casual observer, Mason’s bigger biceps,
neck, shoulders and chest suggest that the work
he put in last summer was a success.
For what it’s worth, while a glance at side by side
images of the Kansas point guard from 2016 and
2017 shows subtle changes, Hudy, who sees
these athletes nearly every day, said she did
not notice much difference in Mason’s body and
Mason said he both saw it and felt it.
Regardless of the physical differences, and
whether one eye sees them or another does not,
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Making Frank Mason: Kansas senior’s monster season took root last summer
[continued]
everyone can agree that the foundation for one
of the best seasons a Jayhawk has had in the
Bill Self era did not come from a few months of
extra effort.
Instead, Mason’s monster year was the result
of ongoing effort and an attention to detail that
goes beyond X’s and O’s, watching film and
executing in crunch time.

Lawrence Journal-World
Matt Tait
March 1, 2017
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With no end in sight for Kansas’ amazing NCAA Tournament streak, let’s look back
CBSSports.com
Matt Norlander
March 1, 2017
College basketball diehards likely remember
the NCAA Tournament expectation Lute Olson
established at Arizona. As Olson guided the
Wildcats, once an afterthought nationally in
basketball, to tournament after tournament year
after year, Arizona became known as college
basketball’s most reliable regular-season team.
From the 1980s until well past the turn of the
century, Arizona rode the longest active NCAA
Tournament appearance streak. Remember how
that was a little storyline every March? Arizona’s
run ended in 2009. The Wildcats danced every
season before then since ’85. The post-Olson
transition was rocky, and so Arizona came up
two years short on North Carolina’s record of 27
straight appearances, which lasted from 19752001.

But now, on this year’s Selection Sunday, Kansas
will set the new standard. The Jayhawks, on
pace to be a No. 1 seed, will make the Big Dance
for the 28th consecutive season. Had Larry
Brown not broken the rules, this record could’ve
been Kansas’ six seasons ago. The streak would
likely be well north of 30 at this point if not for a
postseason ban from the NCAA during Brown’s
tenure. The year after Kansas won the 1988 title,
the team wasn’t allowed to play in the 1989
tournament. Kansas went 19-12 that season.

And mostly UNC. The Matt Doherty era chopped
the Tar Heels’ streak, but since Roy Williams took
over, he’s doing the same as he did in Lawrence.
Tournament every year, really high seeds at that.
And not only are the Jayhawks good to make the
tournament every season, but they’re getting a
terrific seed almost annually. Since 1990, KU has
been seeded No. 2 on average. Kansas has been
seeded worse than fourth just twice! Jayhawks
fans talk in hushed tones about the dark ages:
1998-2000. A No. 8 seed. Shudder.

Before that, the last time an NCAA Tournament
didn’t have the Jayhawks in the field was 1983.

If KU can win five games in the tournament
this year it will make for the fifth title-game
appearance for the program during this streak.
And given how good Bill Self is, this run is
far from done. So long as Self is there, it’s
basically impossible to see KU not playing in the
tournament. This run could hit 40 straight years if
Self opts to stay in Lawrence for another 10-plus
seasons. Here’s how almost three decades have
panned out in tournament play for the Jayhawks.

The 13 straight Big 12 titles is inconceivable, but
this run isn’t that far behind. Notice that Kentucky,
UCLA, Duke, Indiana, Louisville, UConn, Syracuse
-- all of those power programs have down years.
Sometimes, you just can’t push through. It’s OK.
It happens to everyone.
Except Kansas.
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Kansas Basketball 2017 Senior Speeches
KUAthletics.com
Tyler Self, Landen Lucas, Frank Mason
III
Feb. 27, 2017

There are three words whenever they talk about
my son – whenever my son’s name comes up.
Whether I say it, or whether I just think it, it gives
me great pride, and (those three words are):
‘That’s my son.’

BILL SELF:
The first senior who will take the microphone
– I’ve had a lot of great, great players but he
is without question my favorite Jayhawk of alltime. I remember when he was young – before it
got uncool to be cool with your dad – every time
I walked out of the tunnel, I had to find him so I
could wink at him because that was good luck to
make sure we were going to win that game. If I
didn’t have a wink, we weren’t going to win the
game. That’s how I felt.

Tyler Self.

He did not want us to come here (to KU in 2003).
He liked the players at Illinois. He could not stand
Kirk Hinrich and Nick Collison. The reason why is
because obviously, Kansas knocked us out of the
Sweet Sixteen when we were at Illinois. He was
nine and Lauren was 12 when Cindy and I came
here. It was our first little get-together after we
had taken the job and Nick is in the room. (Tyler)
was like, ‘Dad, I can’t stand him. Don’t let him
talk to me, I can’t stand him.’

Next, the fans. You guys are unbelievable. This
university is not what it is without you guys.
You bring it night-in, and night-out. It feels like
you have willed us to some wins. You guys are
amazing. (There is) band love, too. You guys rock
over there. You always bring it. Thank you, band.

So what did Nick do? Nick came and said, ‘Hey
Tyler, man why don’t you come downstairs and
shoot baskets with me?’ It didn’t take long before
he was a big Nick Collison and Kirk Hinrich fan
after that.
He committed to us on an April evening at El
Potro restaurant here in town and let everybody
know that he was going to come here and play
and be a walk-on.

TYLER SELF:
I know it’s getting late. I’ll try to keep it quick. I
was told I had a max of five minutes – we’ll see
if we can make that happen.
I just want to start out by saying thanks to
my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I got a little
nervous there (during the game), had to say a
few prayers and he pulled through for us.

Just the whole athletic department. I want to
say thank you to all the different departments –
Williams Fund, marketing, facilities, Rock Chalk
Video – you guys are amazing. You guys put the
work in to let us live the lives that we do.
The managers. You guys might work harder
than we do. I know we are hard to deal with –
probably most of the time, or all the time. But we
appreciate what you guys do for us.
Bobby and Vince. You have definitely helped each
and every one of us – staying on top of us to get
all the work done academically. Thank you, guys.

I think sometimes when you don’t get a chance
to play much, it can get lost on what your
contribution is. Everybody has to find their niche
and everybody has to find a way to put their
handprint all over the program. Certainly, Tyler
has done that as well as any walk-on we have
ever had here at the University of Kansas.

Scoot – Dr. Scott Ward. From the day we met,
I knew how tough you were – how much of a
fighter you were – but you really showed it this
year. You defied all the odds. For you to be here
right now is a blessing. Thank you for everything
that you do for us. We owe you so much. You
deserve all the recognition you get.

He got his degree last year. He is working on
his MBA right now – at least that’s what he is
telling us. He has a bright future in whatever he
chooses to do. I know that his mother and I could
not be more proud, and his sister as well, about
the young man he has become.

Cheddar. You’ve been diagnosing my injuries
since sixth grade when I broke my foot, and (my
injuries) never stopped. There were a lot of times
when I didn’t know if I would be able to even
get to this moment. I had doubt, but you were
always there pushing me and keeping my body
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right. Thank you for that.
Coach Hudy. You took a 150-pound scrawny
white kid and turned him into a 175-pound
scrawny white kid. You are the best strength
coach in the nation, but that’s not all you do. You
teach us communication and leadership. We can
tell how much you care about each and every
person on this team, and how this team does. It
doesn’t go unnoticed.
I have quite a few friends here spread out all over
the place, who traveled from different states to
make it here tonight.
My family. My mom – you’re the backbone of our
family. I love you. I’m so thankful for what you
have done for us.
My sister. You’re a great role model. You touch
everybody that you talk to. You have such an
enthusiasm about life. I say great role model –
that is, unless we are playing at K-State in 2008.
It’s kind of an inside joke.
My grandparents are here – both sides. I love you
guys. I have cousins, my aunt, Hayden, Whitney,
Matt and Alex. Love all you guys.
Brennan. Case. You guys bust it for us every
day. We appreciate it, except for when checking
curfew. But we probably need it.
Coach Q. You live life to the fullest. You attack
every day. Since the day that you got here, you
changed this program with your enthusiasm
for life and the way you attack the day. It’s
something that we all hope we can do someday.
Coach Howard. Full of passion. Full of love.
Always smiling. I remember hanging out with
you in the back of the bus in Illinois about 15
years ago. Not much has changed for either of
us. I got a little taller, you got a little –. Love you,
man. You’re family. I love you.
Coach T. You’re one-of-a-kind. The smoothest
talker I’ve ever met. You can make anybody
feel – whether you know them or not – like they
are the most special person on the earth. It’s
unbelievable. That is, unless you’re Clay Young
because he can never do anything right.
Coach Rob. You are the most intense coach on
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Kansas Basketball 2017 Senior Speeches
[continued]
this team. It is kind of scary sometimes. I wish I
had a dollar for each time somebody was going
to, ‘come into our house and eat our food and
sleep in our beds.’ There have been a few teams
that have tried to do that to us. I’ve been so lucky
that you have been coaching with my dad for
so long. Being able to grow up with your family
– Pascale is like a second mom, you’re like a
second dad, Niko and Justin have been with us
through it all. I really appreciate you.
Teammates. It’s been one hell of a ride. Current
and former. A lot of ups-and-down. We’ve cried
together. We’ve bled together. We’ve sweat
together. I wouldn’t trade any of you guys for
anyone else. We’ve made lifelong bonds and I
love each and every one of you.
So I think that’s it – did I forget anybody?
Dad. You gave me the opportunity of a lifetime.
I got to live out a dream, and I’m so grateful for
it. You’ve taught me more about basketball than
I thought there was to know, but that doesn’t
come close to what you have taught me about
what it means to be a man. I hope that someday,
I can be the father that you are and provide for
my kids the way that you have. Thank you.
You make each player better. You’re a great
coach. But the main thing that I respect you for is
that each player who comes here leaves a better
person. Thank you.
I love this university. The last five years have
been the best five years of my life. I used to sit in
these seats and watch everybody play – watch
the Senior Nights and think how special it was. I
got the opportunity to live out that dream.
To everyone out there who is young or old – it
doesn’t matter where you are in life – dream
big. Pursue it. Chase it. Stay the path. Don’t care
what other people think about you. Keep chasing
it. Good things will come.
Rock Chalk!
BILL SELF:
That’s my son. Good job, T.
Our next senior to come out here – I think that it
is amazing how much he has grown. It’s amazing
how much he has grown – how much he has

accomplished. When we recruited Landen, we
thought that we would, in time, get a good player.
I remember talking with his father, Richard, and
said, ‘Nah, we should redshirt him because we’ll
substitute age 23 for age 18 – he is going to be
such a better player at age 23.’
To think of all the good players we’ve had come
through here – there have been a lot of bigs. It
seems like each and every year, one guy kind of
gets written off. That would be Landen. We got
this big coming in, he will probably start at the
five. We got that big coming in, he will probably
start at the five. The bottom line is, that dude
(Landen) wouldn’t let anybody beat him out.

strength.’ All things are possible.
When I first heard that, I’m thinking like, alright
you can do anything, so maybe you can go on
top of the fieldhouse, jump off and start flying.
But that’s not the case. I found a deeper meaning
to it. If something is supposed to happen, no
matter how impossible it seems at certain times
– somebody came up to me during my redshirt
freshman year and told me I would accomplish
what I have accomplished (now), I would have
thought it was impossible. But that verse really
helped me through it and got me to where I am
now.

Landen is going to leave here having started
approximately two-and-a-half years at the
University of Kansas. Been a part of a lot of really
good teams, he has graduated, and he is working
on his MBA right now as a grad student. I don’t
think we have ever recruited anyone brighter.
Although I have never told him this, I don’t think
we have recruited anybody tougher.

Even, for example, for you guys that are here
today, against West Virginia a couple weeks ago
we were down 14 with a couple minutes left. I
don’t know how many of you guys thought that
was possible, right? It’s not always going to go
perfect, you are going to turn the ball over, miss
some shots, miss some free throws – I’m sorry.
But at the end of the day, you look back on it
and realize that it really is possible. I just want
to thank God for getting me to where I am now.

I wouldn’t have thought that when we recruited
him, to think, ‘If Landen gets two fouls in the first
half, what are we going to do?’ He has become
that important to us. He is an unbelievable
teammate. He is an unbelievable role model. His
future is bright as anybody we have had here.

The staff. Everybody. All the managers. All the
stuff you guys do behind the scenes means so
much. Love you guys, thank you for all that you
do.

Give it up for Portland native, Landen Lucas.
LANDEN LUCAS:
Coach gave us all five minutes to talk, but my
mom said not to listen to him though, so I’m
going to go with that. If she had her way, I’d be
up here for 30 minutes and then give the whole
thing back in Japanese.
I want to thank all my family who are here –
friends. Without going into a lot of detail, you
guys know how important you are. The people
that aren’t here too – my best friend Alex, Coach
Ward, you guys mean so much to me. Thank
you, all of you guys. I love you, Mom, Dad, little
brothers.
Next, I want to thank God. My faith has been a
big part of my journey. I’ve been through a lot of
ups and a lot of downs, and through the whole
time I kept one verse and that is – Phil. 4:13, ‘I
can do all things through Christ who gives me

Case and Bechard. They hung a banner up here.
To have two guys who have done that on our staff
means so much. Over these next couple months,
we want to do the same thing so don’t hold back
– let us know anything we can do, anything that
we are not doing well enough. Because we want
to hang a 2017 banner up there.
Coach Howard. Man, you came in and you were
just like one of us. I remember we were just
talking about it during boot camp when I was
running 22s. Coach knows I don’t touch the
lines all the time, but he wanted to be a hero
and called it out that I wasn’t touching the lines
and we got into it. But you know, I respect you
so much. From that day on and each day, I have
respected you more and more, and seen you
grow. I’m excited to see what you do with your
coaching career.
Coach T was the first guy to contact me. I know
I wasn’t the biggest recruit or your biggest
priority, but I appreciate you reaching out to me.
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It means a lot. Without you, I’m not here today,
so thank you.
Coach Q. It would take me an hour to describe
the energy he brings every single day. It is just
unbelievable. If I could bring 50 percent of that
each day, I would be proud of myself. Thank
you, Coach Q, for being such a good leader and
example for us.
Coach Rob. When I was recruited, I was recruited
by Danny – yeah, I’ve been here that long. When
Coach Rob arrived, I came in and saw him, and
he was a little short to be coaching the big men.
But his knowledge and his want – he just loves
basketball and he loves the game. He has really
helped me improve so much. I thank you so
much for my improvement to this point, on and
off the court. So thank you, Coach Rob. Love you.
Coach Self. Man, we have been to hell and back
– as you would say – a couple times. When I first
came here, I remember he was telling me this
would be the only night that I started – Senior
Night. If I started some other night, the program
was going to be in bad shape. You all think that’s
bad – he told me to swim back from Korea (at
the World University Games). He really said, ‘Call
Shelley, call your mom, and tell her that you’re
swimming home, because we don’t want you
here right now.’
In all seriousness, I have learned and grown so
much from you. Thank you so much. The things
I do aren’t very flashy – they are not the things
that go on SportsCenter or get my jersey sold
– all that stuff – but you make sure that I get
recognized for the small things that I do, and I
appreciate that so much. You’re such a great
coach and I love playing for you. Thank you.
Hudy. I just thank you. She commands so much
respect without even trying. It’s something I’ve
never seen before. It’s incredible how much
people respect you as soon as they meet you
– as soon as they walk into the weight room. I
doesn’t even take much for you. I respect you so
much. You have done so much for myself and my
teammates. Thank you, Hudy.
Bobby, Vince, Scoot. Thank you so much for
getting me to where I am at now. I came to you
guys with a plan to get an MBA, and you guys
helped me accomplish that. Scooter, Frank and
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I were fortunate enough to come to the hospital
and see you. At the time, it was a low point (in
your recovery). You are so strong and we have
so much respect for you that it was really hard
for us to see you like that. To see you a couple
weeks later back out here greeting us before the
game meant so much to us. You have definitely
made my life better. I’m leaving here with an
MBA because of you. I thank you so much and I
respect you so much. Love you, Scoot.
Wayne Simien. He has been such a big part of
my time here and my faith. It is so cool to have
somebody who has his number retired be the
one who baptized me, actually. I thank you so
much, I love you.
Ched. I can’t forget Ched over there. I’m with
him every single day, it feels like. Always hurt –
always something nagging me. I enjoy my time
with you – talking fantasy football or whatever
it is in the training room. Thank you, Ched, for
keeping me out here (on the court) as much as
possible.
I know I’m going a little bit over time, so I’m
going to wrap it up.
Last but not least, I want to thank the fans – all
of you guys, here and not here – thank you. You
guys mean so much. You guys are so passionate.
I know I can give you guys a headache
sometimes, but you guys always embraced me.
I love that. I love how passionate you guys are
about this school – about the tradition. It makes
it so fun for us to come out and play for you every
night.
I can’t forget my teammates. I love you guys,
man. Past and present – all you guys. It has been
so fun playing with you guys. Going through this
with Frank and Tyler – two Kansas legends – has
been awesome for me. I respect you guys so
much. I truly mean it when I say that this is a
team that can hang up another banner up there.
I love you guys.
I love you, fans. Thank you guys so much for
everything you have done supporting us.
This is not really the last goodbye because
we want to come back here with a national
championship and celebrate with you guys.

Love you. Rock Chalk!
BILL SELF:
Good job, Lando. One thing he said that I think
we can all appreciate is that if you don’t have
a trained eye and know what you’re looking
for, some of the things that Landen does goes
unnoticed. I don’t think we have ever had a
player here who gives our team a chance to be
as good as it could be – as a team – more than
what he did.
Trust me Landen, you are appreciated. Thank
you very much.
Our last senior. I don’t know how you guys feel,
but I think he is a pretty special guy, too.
When we were recruiting like three or four other
point guards, and Kurtis called me and he said,
‘Hey, I saw this little kid from Virginia in the back
gym in Vegas. Bill, I think he is better than any of
the guys we are recruiting.’
He went and watched him two or three more
times and was absolutely sold on him.
Frank came from Petersburg – second all-time
leading scorer in his school behind some guy
named Moses Malone. And Frank, no offense,
but there is no way in hell that you could ever
catch Moses. We got him here, and we knew he
would be good. We knew he was competitive.
We didn’t probably know that he would mean as
much to this program as any kid that I’ve ever
coached here.
Landen is the toughest big guy maybe that
we’ve had – he’s just as tough as anybody. But I
don’t think anybody would argue – I don’t think
there has ever been a player tougher than Frank
Mason to wear the crimson and blue.
Usually on Senior Night, guys wait to cry when
they actually do their talking. Frank, you couldn’t
even hold it until you checked out of the game.
He obviously loves this place. This place has
helped change his life – not that it was bad
before but he is leaving here a totally different
man.
Ladies and gentlemen, the best guard I have
ever coached and this year’s National Player of
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the Year, Frank Mason.
FRANK MASON III:
Wow. Wow. Wow. What an amazing four years for
me. I couldn’t ask to play at a better university
than here at Kansas.
First, I want to thank God for blessing me with
this opportunity. I can’t thank Him enough for
putting me in this position.
I would also like to recognize and thank my
family – my mom and dad. Everything I do is for
you. I just can’t thank you enough. I appreciate
you guys so much. I love you.
Next, my son is here. This is his first game he has
ever been to. I’m happy to have him here. He’s
shy just like me. I’m happy to have him here. He
means the world to me. Everything I do is for
you. I want you to grow up having a better life
than I had. You really helped me to become a
better man and a better father every day. I love
you.
Next, I would like to thank the rest of my family
for traveling out here. I appreciate you guys so
much for coming out here and supporting me
and my team. I thank you guys.
Next, I would like to thank the managers. You
guys work really hard every day and you help us
get better. I can’t thank you guys enough for the
things you do behind the scenes. We will really
miss you guys – working with you guys.
Next, I would like to recognize Bill Cowgill – the
best trainer in the world. Sometimes when I get
injured or a little nicked-up, he tells me to come
in for treatment but usually I just get in the cold
tub or hot tub. He is always working with me and
helping me to get my body to become better. I
can’t thank you enough, Ched. Thanks.
Next, I would like to thank Hudy. She is the best
strength and conditioning coach in the world and
that we could ask for. I just want to thank you for
helping me become the best athlete that I can
be and helping me become stronger. Not only

that, we go over definitions a lot. So she usually
teaches me different words every day. Thank
you, Hudy. You’re the best. I love you.

of something special and we are thankful to
have you around. The only thing we don’t like
as a team is when you tell Coach Self we don’t
make curfew. Other than that, we love you man.

Next, the academic staff – Bobby and Vince. The
things you did for me behind the scenes – they
helped me become a better student. I can’t thank
you guys enough for helping me. I appreciate
you guys so much.

Bechard. It was great to be around you for four
years. We are thankful to have you around. The
things you do behind the scenes – we really
appreciate it.

Next is Scoot. I can’t thank you enough for the
things you did for me. You helped me become
a better man. Not just on the court, but off the
court. Teaching me life lessons. You have showed
me that anything is possible – just keep fighting
and believing, and anything good can happen. I
appreciate you so much and I love you.

Coach Howard. Love you, man. I appreciate
everything you do. You’re probably as close to
the players as any coach because we feel like
we can talk to you about anything. We just love
that bond that we have with you. We are excited
for the rest of your career and looking forward to
see what you do with your career.

I’ll start with the coaches. Coach Q. You bring
unbelievable energy every day. You are so great
to be around because seeing how passionate
you are helps me to get up when I’m not feeling
good or, as coach would say, whenever I’m
moody. I thank you for everything you do.

Next, I would like to recognize my teammates. I
love you guys. The memories we have together
are something I will never forget. I want you guys
to know that I got your back for the rest of our
lives. I love you guys.

I would like to thank Coach Rob. Like Ty said,
before every game no coach gets us hype as
Coach Rob. He brings so much energy into the
locker room and all the guys get excited and
ready to play. We thank you for everything you
do, Coach Rob.
Coach Self. I can’t believe that I got a chance to
play with the best coach in the world. Not just
on the court, but you teach us how to become
a better man every day. We thank you for those
things. You push us to become better players and
better men. We can’t thank you enough for the
things you do. I appreciate you.
Coach Townsend. Like Coach Self said, if it
wasn’t for you I wouldn’t be here today. I’m
thankful that you came out to Vegas and got a
chance to watch me play. You really believe in
my game and I believe in you, and everything
you do. I love you and I appreciate you so much.

I would also like to thank the fans. You guys bring
so much energy night-in and night-out. We are
so blessed to play in front of you guys. It’s crazy.
Tonight was a perfect example – you guys were
just jumping up and down, and making a ton of
noise. It just made the game so much fun.
I’m really sad that I don’t have the chance to play
here anymore but I will definitely be back in town
a lot. So thank you, fans. Love you guys.
Last, but not least. If I had the chance to play four
more years here, I swear I would.
Kansas has helped me become a better man
– on and off the court, but more off the court.
I have learned so much just from being in a
different environment. The culture is different. It
really helped me become a better man. I can’t
thank you guys enough for the things you taught
me. I really appreciate it.
Rock Chalk! Love you guys!

Case. It was great to have you on the staff. You
got a chance to hang up a banner and be a part
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Editorial: An amazing run
Lawrence Journal-World
J-W editorial staff
Feb. 26, 2017
The University of Kansas basketball team’s
dominance of the Big 12 Conference is a
remarkable achievement that brings tremendous
national recognition for the university.
Last week, the Jayhawks wrapped up their 13th
consecutive Big 12 Conference championship,
one of the most amazing runs, not just in college
basketball, but in all of sports.
It’s a run of success that has only been matched
by the great UCLA teams from 1967 through
1979. And an argument can be made that
UCLA’s streak doesn’t measure up to KU’s.
UCLA’s streak was accomplished under three
head coaches (John Wooden, Gene Bartow and
Gary Cunningham) and in a conference (the
American Association of Western Universities
which became the Pac 8 and then the Pac 10)
that never had the depth and strength of today’s
Big 12.
KU’s sustained success since the 2004-05
season has come under the direction of one
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head coach, Bill Self, in one conference, the
Big 12, that is perennially considered among
the top two conferences in the country. Self is
a deserving finalist this year for induction into
the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame. When he is
inducted, the streak will be remembered as his
most amazing, if not greatest, accomplishment.
When Kansas’ Big 12 title streak began, George
W. Bush was beginning his second term as
president and Kathleen Sebelius was midway
through her first term as governor. Facebook
was barely a year old and had fewer than 5
million users. The iPhone was still two years
away from being announced and the Big 12 still
had 12 teams.
Wayne Simien, Aaron Miles and Keith Langford
led the 2004-05 team that began the streak.
Frank Mason III and Devonte Graham, leaders
of the current Jayhawk squad, were just 10
years old. Jayhawk junior guard Sviatoslav “Svi”
Mykhailiuk was a 7-year-old in the Ukraine who
had never heard of Kansas.
During the streak, the Jayhawks have won 83
percent of their games, going 388-77 overall.
In the conference, the team also has won 83

percent of its games, compiling a record of 18137. Kansas has lost just nine conference games
at home since the streak began. During the run,
the Jayhawks have made eight appearances in
the Sweet 16 of the NCAA Tournament, five in
the Elite Eight, two in the Final Four, and made
two trips to the national championship game,
winning it in 2008.
Thirty-eight coaches and 16 All-American
players from the Big 12 have tried to stop
Kansas’ streak. Bob Knight, Bob Huggins and
Lon Kruger tried. Kevin Durant, Michael Beasley
and Marcus Smart tried. All came up short.
Instead, Self and the Jayhawks, competing with
just two first-team All Americans — Simien
and Thomas Robinson — finished first in the
conference every single year for 13 consecutive
years.
It is — as every commentator from Dick Vitale
to Seth Greenberg has said — nothing short of
amazing. Congratulations to KU basketball on
an incredible run of Big 12 titles. May there be
many more to come.
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Sports Illustrated’s 18th annual All-Glue Team
Sports Illustrated
Seth Davis
March 6, 2017
Landen Lucas, 6’10” senior forward, Kansas
This is Lucas’ second consecutive turn as a
member of the All-Glue team, but he really had
to earn his place this time. Eleven games into
the season, the Jayhawks lost 7-foot freshman
center Udoka Azubuike to a wrist injury.
Sophomore forward Carlton Bragg missed four
games due to suspensions and has not provided
the impact that many expected him to have. That
has left Lucas as the Jayhawks’ only serviceable
big man in a lineup that features four dynamic
perimeter scorers. His ability to hold down the
fort—and the paint— is a major reason why
Kansas won its 13th consecutive Big 12 title and
is ranked No. 1 in the country.
Lucas is ranked fifth on his team in scoring at
7.7 points per game, and he is fourth in the
conference in rebounding with an 8.2 average.

He also ranks first in the league in two-point field
goal percentage (63.9%) and he is third in free
throw rate. His position can best be described as
a “post occupier.” His ability to draw attention
from opposing big men makes it more difficult
for them to chase Kansas’ guards around the
perimeter. Lucas is an expert screen setter and
offensive rebounder, but when he gets those
rebounds, he is far more likely to throw them out
to an open teammate behind the three-point line
than attempt to score himself.
Like Bell, Lucas’s embrace of the Glue Guy
role dates back to his final year of high school
at Findlay Prep in Las Vegas, where he played
alongside elite prospects like Anthony Bennett,
Myck Kabongo and Nigel Williams-Goss. “I
needed to find my role on that team,” Lucas
says. “That’s what first started that mindset of
focusing on the dirty work. That’s how I was able
to figure out how to play with good talent around
me.”

knew that the only reason the Jayhawks recruited
him was because their main big man target,
Kaleb Tarczewski, had opted for Arizona. Kansas
coach Bill Self convinced Lucas to redshirt as a
freshman so he could develop physically, and
in the ensuing years Self recruited highly-rated
post players like Cliff Alexander and Bragg, who
were presumably going to park Lucas on the
bench. Yet, midway through last season, Self
inserted Lucas into the starting lineup because
he asked the four other starters whom they most
wanted to play with, and they all said Lucas. Real
recognize Glue Guy.
Lucas concedes that there are times when he
wishes he could be more of a scorer, but he is
realistic to know what it takes for him to get
his minutes. A guy doesn’t become a two-time
All Glue selection without understanding which
statistic matters most. “Sure, it’s a struggle
sometimes,” Lucas says. “But winning makes
up for everything.”

Lucas was considering mostly Pac 12 schools
when Kansas offered him a scholarship, yet he
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Tom Keegan: With brains and brawn, Lucas is the key in crunch time
Lawrence Journal-World
Tom Keegan
Feb. 18, 2017
Waco, Texas — Most of the 10,021 in Ferrell
Center whistled, waved, hollered and did
whatever else they thought might influence
Landen Lucas to miss at the free-throw line with
the game tied and 11.5 seconds showing on the
clock.
To that point, Lucas had missed his only other
two free-throw attempts, was coming off a pair
of games in which he combined to make 1-of4 in the final minute and was shooting just 50
percent from the line in Big 12 play.
Yet, it never occurred to me that he would do
anything but make both of them, and then at
the other end play a role in keeping Baylor from
forcing overtime.
I suppose that confidence stemmed from the
general vibe when Lucas is on the floor is that
good things are about to happen for Kansas and
when he’s not, the other team will go to town.
So it goes for a Kansas team so atypical in that
it’s devoid of front-court depth and so reliant on
the fifth-year senior’s brains and brawn.
He swished them both and Baylor called
30-second timeout with eight seconds remaining
with a chance to tie it or win it with a 3-pointer.
“They ran the same out of bounds play against
(Kansas State) toward the end of the game, so
we were pretty prepared for it,” Lucas said.
“We had seen it before. They got it over the top
against K-State and we just had to make sure
they didn’t get that over the top.”
Lucas explained how he took that option away.
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“Show that you’re there. Show that you’re alert,”
Lucas said. “If they’re feeling uncomfortable
about it, they’re not going to force it. If they had
tried it, I think we would have gotten a hand on
it. Really, we were just in the right position, pretty
ready for it, and then once we took that initial
lob away, the guards did a great job of guarding
out top.”
Josh Jackson, quick enough to stay with a point
guard and long enough to guard a 7-footer,
abandoned his man, 7-foot Jo Lual-Acuil, to help
Frank Mason guard 5-foot-11 Manu Lecomte,
leaving Baylor’s point guard with a desperation
shot that grazed the rim, making Kansas a 6765 winner.
“We’re a veteran team,” Lucas said. “We know
how to fly around at the end of the game. Really,
there aren’t a ton of principles. We just kind of
make sure they don’t get an easy shot. We just
help each other out. We just do whatever we can
to make sure it’s a tough shot, and it worked out
again.”
Imagine that.
This team forever lives on the edge and so
seldom falls.
The escape from Waco came one week after a
one-point victory against Texas Tech in Lubbock,
which came two days before an overtime
triumph in Allen Fieldhouse against West Virginia
in a game Kansas trailed by 14 with inside of
three minutes remaining.
Lucas said that during Saturday’s halftime talk,
Kansas coach Bill Self referenced the time that it
took to erase that 14-point deficit and followed
it with, “We’re down six with a whole half left.
Don’t panic. We’re good.”
Self also didn’t see any reason to panic when
Lucas, who had been struggling from the line,

was there with 11.5 left after pulling down the
offensive rebound on Devonte Graham’s missed
jumper.
“I was actually very confident,” Self said. “I
thought he’d make them and I think he was
confident too.”
Lucas stayed in uniform and in the building for a
couple of hours after the West Virginia game to
sharpen his free-throw touch.
“I was there until about 1:30 in the morning,”
Lucas said. “I couldn’t really sleep after that, so
I just figured I’d stay until I hit a couple hundred
(free throws).”
After the exhausting West Virginia game and
before extending his night with a lengthy freethrow session, Lucas sent out a Tweet assuring
Kansas basketball fans, “Don’t worry y’all I’m
about to get in the gym and shoot some free
throws”.
The only worry Lucas spread Saturday came
every time when he was whistled for a foul. Ditto
for Jackson. Foul trouble limited Lucas to 31
minutes, Jackson to 32.
During the 31 minutes with Lucas on the floor,
KU outscored Baylor by 10 points. During his
nine minutes on the bench, the Bears had an
eight-point advantage.
“I’ll tell you this,” Self said, “if he hadn’t had
four fouls I probably would have played him 38
minutes, 37 minutes.”
If that were the case, the game might have been
decided with a whole minute left, instead of in
the final possession, which would have made it
dreadfully dull by recent Kansas standards.
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15 years later, Drew Gooden graduates from Kansas
Kansas City Star
Gary Bedore
March 13, 2017
KANSAS CITY, Mo. -- Drew Gooden made a
solemn vow in front of a room full of reporters
on April 19, 2002, at Kansas’ Hadl Auditorium,
adjacent to Allen Fieldhouse.
“I am not giving up my college
education. I WILL get my degree,” Gooden,
Kansas’ 6-foot-10 All-America forward
from Oakland, California, said forcibly after
announcing plans to leave KU after his junior
season for the 2002 NBA Draft, where he was
chosen fourth overall by the Memphis Grizzlies.
The NABC co-player of the year, who
led the country in rebounding during KU’s 200102 Final Four campaign, was repeating a pledge
he’d earlier given to some individuals close to
him.
“I looked (former KU coach) Roy
Williams, my mom (Ulla) and dad (Andrew)
square in the eye before I entered the draft
and left school early. I promised them I’d finish
my degree. At what point I didn’t know,” said
Gooden, who now knows.
He’s happy to report that he completed
work on his Communication Studies degree
this past December and will walk down KU’s
Campanile Hill during graduation ceremonies on
May 14, The Kansas City Star reported.
“It’s something I said I was going to
do. I was a man of my word and finished it off,”
the now 35-year-old Gooden said in a phone
interview. “It took me 14 years to graduate. It
was a helluva senior year.”
Gooden, who lives in Orlando, Florida,
is technically an NBA free agent, still available to
sign with any team if wanted for a playoff run.
For all intents and purposes, the man who last
played for the Washington Wizards in 2015-16,
has hung up his sneakers after 14 productive
seasons and reported estimated earnings of
about $60 million.
Saddled with some free time before
landing a job in the basketball operations
department of the NBA last September, Gooden
completed a final KU online course in December
— a course that made him an official KU

graduate.
“I almost fainted. I got a little emotional.
It’s one thing to say you are going to do it, it’s
another to follow through with it,” Gooden
said. He received the good news concerning
completing his degree requirements from Scott
“Scooter” Ward, KU’s associate athletic director
academic and career counseling.
“Oh my gosh. It was pretty awesome.
He and I cried on the phone together,” Ward said.
“It’s been such a pleasure to watch this. He
never slowed down. One class here, one there.
He stuck with it. This may be my favorite story
in terms of everything I’ve been involved with in
my job. His perseverance was spectacular, an
amazing effort. He deserves all the excitement
and accolades.”
Ward — he has worked in KU’s athletic
department since 2003 — said Gooden stayed
in touch each year via phone or email as he
crossed class after class off his list of required
courses.
“When you leave school and are stable
at that level financially, it would be easy to not
be as invested (in classwork). He’s been fully
invested in doing it. It’s a credit to him,” Ward
said. “Drew fulfilling a promise to his mom and
getting what he wanted is pretty special. The
timing . right after a long career in the NBA, him
already working in the (NBA) front office, now he
gets his college degree at the same time.”
Gooden said part of the reason he
continued progressing toward a degree was his
correspondence with Ward.
“The real reason I graduated . I didn’t
want all the times Scooter went to the top of the
Hill (to check on Gooden’s credits on campus)
for me to go down the drain,” Gooden said. “He
talked to professors and kept me engaged. I give
him so much credit. He stayed on top of things
for me, guided me in the right direction, helped
me stay on course.
“We always knew how many courses
I had left,” added Gooden, who noted he took a
combination of online classes as well as taking
three different summer courses on campus
three times.
“When I finished my last class I said,
‘Scooter are you sure I’m finished? Are you sure

I don’t need any more?’ It was an unbelievable
task and I could hardly believe I was done.”
Gooden — he indicated he definitely
would don his cap and gown in front of family
members, including his soon-to-be 4-year old
son Andrew IV on graduation day — revealed
that a key to his graduating was staying on
campus and finishing his coursework second
semester his junior year.
“I was projected to be a high draft pick.
A lot of guys, once they know they are declaring
for the draft, they pack their bags and start
training for the draft and workouts,” Gooden
said. “I didn’t do that. I finished classes for the
semester and continued classes that summer.
“If I promised my mom, family and Roy
Williams I’d finish school, what was it going to
look like if I was leaving right there? You could
have called my bluff on that. I wanted to show
school was important to me. I was able to finish
then. I was able to finish now.”
Gooden — his work for the NBA
includes meeting with front office personnel from
the Orlando Magic, Miami Heat, New Orleans
Pelicans, New York Knicks and Houston Rockets
regularly — said he already has discovered how
valuable a degree can be.
“I’ve noticed in applying for jobs
you must present a résumé. One thing that’s
important to have on a résumé is ‘completed
degree’ under ‘education.’ The next step is a
Masters,” Gooden said. “If I was a little more
proactive I could have my doctorate by now.
“Absolutely,” he added, asked if he
hoped his story would encourage other players
without degrees to work toward them. “This is
real. It’s reality. It can be done. Such a small
portion of our life is playing basketball. There’s
a huge portion of life after basketball and that’s
your career. You have to be prepared to have the
tools after basketball.”
Drew will celebrate his life after hoops
— and his degree — on KU’s campus in May.
“I don’t think I’ll know too many people
in my (graduating) class,” he said. “I don’t know
if I’ll bring a tear. I might. I was emotional
when I graduated high school. Almost 20 years
ago I cried. We’ll see if it happens. It will be a
rewarding day.”
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Scott ‘Scooter’ Ward cites ‘medical miracle’ as he continues on road to recovery from
heart surgery
Kansas City Star
Gary Bedore
Nov. 2, 2016
Wearing a blue Kansas Jayhawk hat and gray
KU sweatshirt, Scott “Scooter” Ward sat in a
wheelchair Wednesday in a visitor’s lounge at
Kansas Transitional Care Center, telling a guest
how fortunate he feels to be alive.
“I met with the surgeon a couple days ago and
asked him what he thought when we were going
into surgery. He said, ‘I didn’t feel like you had
a shot,’ ’’ said Ward, KU’s associate athletic
director for academic and career counseling, in
an exclusive interview with The Kansas City Star.
“It is a medical miracle to even think how close
you are to being done, to where in two months
you can be fully back to doing what you are
doing, which is just amazing,” he said.
Ward suffered a torn aorta on the morning
of Oct. 7 in his and wife Robin’s Lawrence
home, and following a series of heroic efforts
by various individuals, he survived emergency
heart surgery later that day and is now storming
toward complete — yes complete — recovery.
Ward has been taken off all medications. He has
no dietary restrictions.
The 1991 KU graduate from Kingman is merely
waiting for his sternum — which had to be
cracked during surgery — to heal a bit more
before he returns from the Kansas City rehab
facility to Lawrence and resumes work as
academic adviser for KU volleyball and men’s
basketball.
“I think it’d be nice to get to Senior Night,” Ward
said of KU’s volleyball home finale against Iowa
State on Nov. 19. “I think we’ll be there,” he said,
noting his sternum needs another three weeks
before he can, “really step up rehab. I had X-rays
two days ago. Everything is in place where it is
supposed to be.”
Ward and his wife — Robin performed CPR on
Scott, coming to the rescue when he incurred the
torn aorta while he was taking a shower about 8
a.m. on Oct. 7 — are amazed and thankful that a
sore sternum is currently the only thing standing
in the way of Scott being 100 percent back to
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his old self.

Scott a hand or two.

“From collapsing at home, to getting to LMH
(Lawrence Memorial Hospital where doctors
kept Ward’s body temperature low to protect
the heart the best they could) and Kansas City
(he was flown to University of Kansas hospital)
… the percentage of surviving that is less than
10 percent,” said Scott, who broke his neck in
1986 when he was a freshman at Hutchinson
Community College and suffered paralysis from
the neck down.

They and Robin spoke to Scott through the first
couple nights, trying to get him to respond postsurgery.

“I am so grateful. I always talk about energy —
people passing energy to other people. I truly
think of those doctors and nurses, all my friends
and family that were all in that same ‘collective
energy’ pointing toward me. Whether you want
to call ‘collective energy’ being a miracle or
something spiritual or something religious,
I think we can call it all of that. It brought me
through,” Ward said.
The 50-year-old Ward — word of his being
rushed to University of Kansas Hospital surfaced
during the day on Oct. 7 — entered surgery
about 5 p.m., with up to 100 friends and family
members in the hospital lobby lending emotional
support.
When one of the surgeons, Dr. Emmanuel Daon
(Greg Muehlebach and George “Trip” Zorn joined
Daon on the surgical team), entered the lobby
about 8:30 p.m. to inform the group that surgery
went well, “everyone burst into applause,” Robin
Ward said.
“It gives me chills thinking how incredible it
was. A lot of people stayed. Then it felt like a
party. The Morningstars (Roger and Linda who
own Morningstar’s New York Pizza in Lawrence)
brought pizza. Everybody was eating pizza. We
were passing out leftover pizza to other families
who were waiting there and put up with all of
us. At midnight, we had a toast that we made
it to the next day,” Robin Ward said, noting KU
basketball radio color announcer Greg Gurley of
KU’s Williams Fund had brought some beverages.
Several of Ward’s buddies from the states of
North Carolina, Alabama, Texas and California
headed to Kansas City and stayed with Ward for
not hours, but several days. They played cards
to pass the time, even dealing the unresponsive

He first opened his eyes on Saturday, the day
after the surgery.
He first was able to speak on Monday.
On Tuesday, he was able to put sentences
together, “which shocked the doctors. They
thought I might be doing speech therapy for
a year,” Ward said, noting sometimes brain
damage occurs because of blood flow problems
following an aorta tear. His speech remains fine
and his only memory loss is the week leading
up to the tearing of the aorta. For some reason,
he can’t remember anything about those seven
days.
“It’s your body’s way of protecting you from that
trauma,” Robin Ward said.
On Wednesday, a handful of days after surgery,
Ward was able to watch KU’s home volleyball
match against Texas Tech on the internet. He
became animated when the TV announcers
discussed the volleyball players wearing
“#Rootforscoot” T-shirts in warmups.
“He was like, ‘What? What is going on? Where
am I and why do they have my name on their
shirts?’ ’’ Robin said.
Robin at that point told Scott what had happened
to him, but he was skeptical.
“Then I showed him your article, the first you
wrote,” she said of a KC Star reporter’s initial
story on Ward’s situation. “That’s the first time
he believed us, what happened to him. I read the
article to Scooter. He said, ‘(he) wrote an article?’
Then he believed it so there you go,” Robin
added with a laugh.
Members of KU’s volleyball team and coach Ray
Bechard came to visit the day after the 3-0 win
over Texas Tech.
The basketball team and coach Bill Self stopped
by en route to the Minnesota-Miami exhibition
game on Oct. 8 at the Sprint Center.
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Scott ‘Scooter’ Ward cites ‘medical miracle’ as he continues on road to recovery from
heart surgery [continued]
Self and Bechard have returned to KC to see
Ward. More than once.
Hundreds of folks have visited Dr. Ward (Scott
received his Ph.D. in 1996), Robin indicated.
“I am so thankful for our friends and family. They
have been absolutely amazing. The other people
you wouldn’t even expect to jump on board have
been pretty amazing,” Scott Ward said, noting
there is absolutely no lingering damage to his
heart which “immediately started pumping well
after they patched the leak.”
“People from Lawrence and KC bring something

to eat, come to hang out and talk which is super.
People in my KU family have been amazing
starting at the top. A lot of people have come
in the evening to have a sandwich or watch
whenever the Cubs are on,” said Ward, a diehard Cubs fan.
“It’s been overwhelming,” Ward said. “There
are a lot of people to thank and appreciate. I am
humbled by all of the support and how much
everybody is wanting to know how things are
going.”
Folks to thank include Lawrence Memorial E.R.
doctor Caleb Trent, Robin said, “and the ER staff
at LMH. We were very fortunate to be in the right

place at the right time. Things happened in the
nick of time all day,” she added. “Many people
had a hand in saving Scott’s life that day.
“I wish I knew better how to put this into words
but I will try … You never want something
traumatic like this to happen in your life, but it
has offered a very rare and beautiful glimpse of
people’s love in action. We are overwhelmed and
amazed by what wonderful friends and family
we have,” Robin Ward said.

Kansas City Star
Gary Bedore
Nov. 2, 2016
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Tom Keegan: Bill Self by the numbers
Lawrence Journal-World
Tom Keegan
Dec. 27, 2016
On the 27th day of December, 1962, Billy Eugene
Self was born in Okmulgee, Okla., which means
he celebrates his 54th birthday today.
Here’s a 1-through-54 look at how each number
has a connection to Self, via this year’s teams
and others he has coached:
1 — National title, achieved in 2008, the only
Final Four featuring all No. 1 seeds.
2 — Final Four appearances (2008, 2012).
3 — Game-winning shots hit for Edmond High in
the three-game Bishop McGuinness tournament
his senior year.
4 — Available scholarship post players on roster:
Carlton Bragg Jr., Dwight Coleby, Mitch Lightfoot,
Landen Lucas.
5 — Available scholarship perimeter players on
roster: Devonté Graham, Josh Jackson, Frank
Mason III, Svi Mykhailiuk, Lagerald Vick.
6 — Times in the past 10 years that Kansas has
earned a No. 1 seed in the NCAA tournament.
7 —Active coaches rank ahead of Self on the
all-time Div. I (or equivalent) victory list (victories,
age): Mike Krzyzewski (1,055, 69), Jim Boeheim
(990, 72), Roy Williams (794, 66), Rick Pitino
(754, 64), Bob Huggins (730, 63), John Calipari
(672, 57), Rick Barnes (626, 62).
8 — Elite Eight appearances, including one
apiece at Tulsa and Illinois.
9 — Losses in Allen Fieldhouse in 13-plus
seasons. In chronological order: Richmond, Iowa
State, Nevada, Kansas State, Oral Roberts, Texas
A&M;, Texas, Oklahoma State and San Diego
State.
10 — Most losses in one season at Kansas,
2013-14.
11 — First-round draft choices he recruited to
and coached at Kansas.
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12 — Associated Press All-Americans he has
coached at Kansas. First-team: Wayne Simien,
Thomas Robinson; Second-team: Sherron
Collins, Marcus Morris, Ben McLemore, Andrew
Wiggins, Perry Ellis. Third-team: Simien, Collins,
Cole Aldrich, Tyshawn Taylor, Jeff Withey.
13 — Number of consecutive Big 12 titles he
hopes to have won by end of this season.

26 — Made 3-pointers by Frank Mason III in 52
attempts this season; not half bad.
27 — Thomas Robinson double-doubles, a
single-season school record, in 2011-12. The
record books for the stat don’t stretch back to
the days of Wilt Chamberlain.
28 — Career Perry Ellis 20-point games, most
by any player under Self.

14 — Seasons as Kansas basketball coach.
15 — Total of 3-pointers hit by Kansas in 2008
Big 12 title game, an 84-74 victory.
16 — Times his teams at Tulsa, Illinois and
Kansas finished first outright or tied for first in
22 completed seasons at the three schools. Oral
Roberts was an independent.
17 — McDonald’s All-Americans who were both
recruited to and play or played for him at KU.
18 — Losing streak at Oral Roberts, 15 coming
at the end of his first season, three at the
beginning of his second. He left the school with
a winning record (55-54).
19 —Size of Missouri’s lead with 17 minutes
remaining in regulation of most recent
installment of the Border War (Feb. 25, 2012), a
game Kansas went on to win in overtime, 87-86.
20 — Rebounds by Cole Aldrich on the day he
recorded KU’s first official triple-double against
Dayton.
21 — Date this month that Self was nominated
for the Hall of Fame.
22 — Points by which Texas led 12 minutes into
2007 Big 12 title game won by Kansas, 88-84
in overtime.
23 — Victories needed to pass Roy Williams and
settle into second place behind Phog Allen on the
all-time KU list.
24 — Age when he became full-time assistant
coach on Leonard Hamilton’s staff.
25 — Worn by fan favorites Brandon Rush and
Tarik Black.

29 — Free throws attempted by Udoka Azubuike,
an average of 8.2 per 40 minutes, highest among
scholarship players.
30 — Career-high point total for Mario Chalmers
in the Big 12 tournament title game victory vs.
Texas.
31 — Years Self has been recruiting Div. I
basketball players, starting with seven seasons
as assistant at Oklahoma State.
32 —Dartmouth point total in 51-point loss in
Allen Fieldhouse during 2006-07 season.
33 — Size of KU’s lead with inside of three
minutes remaining in the first half in Lincoln in
2007, by which time Nebraska had scored all of
six points. A 27-0 run was largely responsible for
the 39-6 lead.
34 — Victories for him at Kansas in home games
vs. teams ranked in Associated Press top 25 with
just four losses.
35 — Jersey number for Udoka Azubuike, lost
for the season (wrist surgery) after attempting
35 field goals, making 22 (.629), and gathering
35 defensive rebounds.
36 — Self’s age when he coached first NCAA
tournament game, a 62-53 victory against
College of Charleston.
37 — Career-best victory total, accomplished in
2007-08 in 40 games.
38 — Self’s age when he coached Illinois into
the Elite Eight one year after doing the same at
Tulsa.
39 — Losses in 13 Big 12 seasons.
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Tom Keegan: Bill Self by the numbers
[continued]
40 — Points scored by KU in first 13:11 of 2008
national semifinal game vs. North Carolina when
Jayhawks stormed to a 28-point lead.

46 — Points scored by three different KU victims
in 2005-06: Yale, Kentucky, Missouri.

51 — Points Texas Tech scored against KU
national-title team in a 58-point loss, a regularseason finale.

41 — Points scored by Andrew Wiggins, highest
output by a Kansas player under Self, in loss at
West Virginia.

47 — Points Jeremy Case scored for nationaltitle team, nine coming in 12 minutes of
memorable Senior Day.

52 — Free throws made this season by Frank
Mason III, which is higher total than any two
teammates combined.

42 — NCAA tournament games Self has coached
at Kansas, 30 of them victories, a .714 winning
percentage.

48 — Udoka Azubuike rebounds in 142 minutes,
which calculates to 13.5 rebounds per 40
minutes, ranking behind only Carlton Bragg Jr.
(14.0 per 40).

53 — Total, times a million, of dollars Self has
coming to him in his 10-year contract if he
stays at Kansas through the 10th year (2021-22
season) of the deal.

49 — Longest-in-nation active home-court
winning streak, including three games in Sprint
Center.

54 — Candles on Self’s cake today.

43 — Points Dayton scored when Cole Aldrich
blocked 10 shots on way to triple-double in
second-round NCAA tournament game.
44 —Jersey number for freshman Mitch
Lightfoot, more of a factor since Udoka Azubuike
was lost for season.

Lawrence Journal-World
Tom Keegan
50 — Team-high defensive rebound total for
Josh Jackson, who also leads squad with 28 Dec. 27, 2016
offensive boards.

45 — Worn by Cole Aldrich.
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Josh Jackson won’t go quietly, unless he needs to
ESPN
Eamonn Brennan
Nov. 10, 2016
LAWRENCE, Kan. -- A hard foul, the kind that
sends previously functional pickup runs into a
shouty standoff death spiral. A 5-foot cushion
on the perimeter, with overt disrespect masked
as pity. Taunts of the printable -- He’s soft,
let him shoot -- and unprintable variety. An
edict delivered as a matter of fact: Freshmen
-- all freshman -- are required to carry the
upperclassmen’s bags.
This is The Test. Or parts of it, anyway. Probably.
It’s a tricky, shifty thing, this test -- tough to
define in concrete terms. It’s not, technically
speaking, an exam -- though it also kind of is.
There are no guaranteed questions and no sure
answers. Even the name is informal. You can
be “tested,” but you can also be “challenged.”
You don’t necessarily pass the test so much
as “react correctly,” as Kansas senior Landen
Lucas said, with some care. Correct reaction
requires fluency in a social language only elite
athletes speak.
All Josh Jackson could be sure of when he
arrived at the Kansas campus in June was that
a test of some kind -- administered by veterans
of a top-five team with deadly serious national
title ambitions and taken by a hyper-talented
freshman with a potential No. 1 NBA draft pick
awaiting him 12 months later -- was going to
happen.
“I knew it was coming,” Jackson said.
“Immediately.”
Fight back. Don’t waver. Don’t complain. Get
angry but not too angry. Hide weakness at all
cost. Forget your recruiting ranking; no one
cares. Expect equal treatment. Take everything
in stride. Absorb the larger stakes. Buy in.
Above all, understand that the whole point of all
of this, at the end of the day, is to see if you can
stand out and fit in -- at the same time.
And?
“I think I passed,” Jackson said.
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-IT IS THERE, in that seemingly contradictory
dichotomy between blending in and showing
out, that the central promise of Jackson’s sureto-be-short tenure at Kansas lies.
In the 13-year Bill Self era -- the past 12 years
of which have ended with a regular-season
conference title, a rare statistic that can’t possibly
be over-repeated -- no player this talented has
ever joined a team this experienced. Self has had
his fair share of elite freshmen, of course; one
doesn’t win 12 straight Big 12 titles in the oneand-done era without them. Still, the only player
with as much or more hype than Jackson upon
his arrival at KU was Andrew Wiggins on the
2013-14 team, which started three freshmen
(Wiggins, Joel “The Process” Embiid and Wayne
Selden) and one sophomore (Perry Ellis), with
just two seniors (graduate transfer Tarik Black
and reserve Justin Wesley) in the rotation.
This team is different. Or rather, that team
was different -- the youthful outlier in Self’s
otherwise balanced personnel portfolio. For
most of Self’s tenure, KU’s success has been
built not merely on talent acquisition but on
player development, that gradual, old-fashioned
process of incremental, collective improvement.
Despite significant year-over-year personnel
losses -- Ellis graduated after a sterling, fouryear career, and a host of others, including
Selden, Cheick Diallo, Jamari Traylor, Brannen
Greene and Hunter Mickelson, are gone too -the 2016-17 edition is still very much that kind
of team, led by seniors (Frank Mason III, Lucas)
and juniors (Devonte’ Graham) at its core.
Where the massively hyped Wiggins (and Embiid)
needed to dominate from the outset, Jackson
has the luxury of integrating with a group of
players who have already pretty much seen it all.
That is, fittingly enough, a perfect forum for his
game -- itself a combination of star-level athletic
prowess and the kinds of contributions that don’t
make YouTube mixtapes.
“The thing about him is -- and I think this is a
good thing -- sometimes you go watch somebody
play, and right away after 10 minutes, they’re
making every shot, and you just go, ‘Wow,’” Self
said of Jackson. “Josh is a guy that the more you
watch him, you go, ‘Wow.’

“It’s not like it just jumps off the page to me when
I watch him. Because he can go through phases
of time when he blends in. But then you look at
it and say, wait, he just blocked three shots, he
just got two offensive rebounds, he just led the
break, got us a layup -- he can do a lot, this guy.
He can do a little bit of everything.”
Save for a minor hitch in his shooting mechanic,
per Self, Jackson’s game has no glaring holes.
He can do all the mixtape things: He is 6-foot-7
and superathletic, he has a ball handler’s touch,
he is an excellent passer, and he has an innate
ability to create angles and make tough shots in
traffic. But he might be even better at cutting off
the ball and better still as a defender, particularly
on the perimeter. Jackson could end up being
KU’s best perimeter defender, which is no small
feat for a guy playing next to Mason and Graham,
two of the nation’s best.
That is why Self, whose teams have typically
featured two traditionally big forwards, is figuring
out how to play four guards at any given time. It’s
a stylistically on-trend move, as the game gets
smaller and smaller from the NBA on down, and
it’s one Jackson -- the “tallest guard” in that
four-guard lineup -- seems entirely capable of
taking on. If he scores 30, great. But he might
score 12 and be every bit as crucial.
“You can’t label him as any one thing,” Self said.
“He’s just a basketball player.”
-HE IS ALSO, it turns out, a totally nice, seemingly
normal dude.
Jackson can play the saxophone -- well enough
that if he had practiced and hadn’t been so
nervous, he could have gotten through the solo
performance his teammates wanted him to put
on at Kansas’ “Late Night in the Phog” event in
October. (“I was not comfortable playing in front
of 16,000 people,” he said.) He’s into chess, and
he started a chess club at Prolific Prep in Napa,
California, where he spent his senior year of
high school and was a member of the National
Honor Society. Ask him to describe himself, and
the first thing he will say is that he’s “kind of an
introvert.”
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Josh Jackson won’t go quietly, unless he needs to
[continued]
He is also, it turns out, a next-level competitive
freak.
This is the second bit of that self-description: “a
competitor at everything.” Chess gets heated.
Checkers gets heated. Connect Four -- Connect
Four! -- gets heated. Video games aren’t merely
a relaxing diversion; they’re another avenue in
which to compete. (His top choice is “Mortal
Kombat XL.” His main character? Raiden. “I
don’t think anyone can beat me,” he said.)
Indeed, these are the two things other people
say about Jackson: that he is a really nice guy
and crazy competitive, and that the difference is
never more noticeable than when he steps on
and off the court.
“He’s very easy to get along with,” Lucas said.
“I don’t think I’ve ever seen a person, or a
personality type, not fit with him.”
This is the same person who, earlier this year,
blocked a shot from NBA legend Gary Payton’s
son in a high school game -- and then started
talking trash to Gary Payton.
Self picked up on all of this quickly enough.
Sometimes, all he has to do is praise a teammate
for playing hard and intentionally omit Jackson,
and then watch as Jackson mutters at himself
under his breath.
As far as Jackson can tell, that innate drive
was honed early in childhood, when his mother,
Apples Jones, a former player at UTEP, took her
son out back for games of one-on-one -- and
never, ever let him win.
(Ahem: The similarities to Duke guard Frank
Jackson’s one-on-one matches against his
father are uncanny, and the only conclusion
worth drawing is that parents of prodigal
hoopsters should start ruthlessly dominating

their children at a tender age. It seems to work.)
The mental image of a little kid crying and
storming off because his mom beat him at
basketball -- again -- is a vivid one, but that
can’t be how it went down.
“That’s pretty much exactly how it went down,”
Jackson said with a laugh.
Starting at 8 years old, Jackson played his mom,
and she wouldn’t give an inch, “would not take
it easy on me at all.” It took all of five years, until
Jackson was 13 and had grown a few inches
and gotten a bit stronger, for him to get his first
win.
“Of course, I started prancing around and
dancing and all of that stuff,” he said. “She didn’t
seem mad, though. She had a smile on her face.
She was happy.”
Lesson learned: Basketball is more fun when it’s
competitive, when both people know they are
getting the other’s best.
“And we, after that, we never played again,”
Jackson said.
-NO WONDER JACKSON WAS READY for his test.
For some players, even great ones, threading
the needle between “uber-competitive jerk” and
“over-passive nice guy” is a career-long struggle.
For KU’s freshman star, it is the baseline sum of
his personality.
“Josh is great at it,” Lucas said. “Because of
the demeanor he brings with him. Speaking for
me, personally, I love it when guys, young guys,
come back at it. Because I’m competitive too.”

primarily his mom, thought he would back down
because somebody came at him, I mean,” Self
said before pausing, “that would ... be something
that was discussed for a long time. That’s not in
their DNA.”
That doesn’t mean there won’t be more tests. As
comfortable as Jackson is with the attention he
is receiving -- and as much as he was introduced
to it as early as eighth grade, when the recruiting
rankings started rolling in -- there’s something
different about feeling it on a nightly basis or
after a tough loss or when the shots don’t fall
for a week or a month or all season. The lights
can get bright.
Those summer tests, preemptively designed to
ward off trouble later in the season, can’t always
account for the frustrations that can accrue in
the cold winter Big 12 play -- or the pressures
associated with KU’s attempt to tie the longest
conference-title streak of all time, currently held
by UCLA.
In the meantime, though, Jackson has, to use
Self’s phrase, “unpacked his bags.” He has
integrated himself fully in the team, on the court
and off. He has done everything he can to earn
the respect of the veteran teammates whose
goals he will play such a large role in achieving
and who hate to lose every bit as much as he
does. The goal: Fit in and stand out.
Rest assured of one thing: Even if you don’t see
Jackson, you’ll hear him.
“Oh, definitely, [I talk back],” Jackson said.
“That’s part of passing the test.”

ESPN
Eamonn Brennan
Nov. 10, 2016

“I will tell you this: If anybody in his camp,
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Kansas’ Frank Mason III wins one for the old guys
ESPN
Dana O’Neil
Nov. 16, 2016
NEW YORK -- It seems like, someone tweeted,
Frank Mason III has been at Kansas for 10 years.
Of course it does.
Because Mason is a senior, which is to say he
is a senior citizen in college basketball, an aged
and decrepit relic from an era long since gone
by. The sport is all about freshmen now, the
new kids on the block who drop by for a cameo
before starring on the bigger stage. They steal
the headlines and turn fans and media alike into
armchair NBA scouts.
So when will we learn? A year ago Buddy ball
stole the season, and Ryan Arcidiacono and
Daniel Ochefu combined to lead Villanova to a
national championship. A year before that, Quinn
Cook rallied Duke’s trio of NBA-bound rookies to
a title. Before that, it was Shabazz Napier taking
UConn by the hand, and all the way back in
2013, it was Peyton Siva guiding Louisville.
None of that seemed to knock any sense into us.
Maybe this, a Frank Mason winning jumper on
the early season big stage of the Champions
Classic instead of the end-season elevated stage
of the Final Four, will do the trick.
After watching an undermanned Duke team
claw all the way back to tie the score with 15.5
seconds left Tuesday night, Kansas coach Bill
Self called a timeout. He designed a simple play
-- an isolation for Mason.
“That was quite a play we called -- get out of his
way and go shoot it,” Self joked.
Worked like a charm. With a fairly partisan
Madison Square Garden crowd in a frenzy after
Duke freshman Frank Jackson tied the score
with a 3-pointer, Mason rose from near the foul
line and launched.
The ball swished through with 1.8 seconds left to
give Kansas the 77-75 win over the top-ranked
Blue Devils.
In the grand scheme of things, it will go down
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as an exciting win that might or might not have
a lasting impact come March. In the smaller
picture, it ought to be a palm to the forehead
wake-up call to everyone who claims to pay
attention to this sport.
Seniors matter. They’ve always mattered. They
still matter this season. They will matter next
season. The three guys (Harry Giles, Jayson
Tatum and Marques Bolden) sitting on the
Duke bench, dressed in their natty Boyz II Men
matching suits, will surely make a big impact on
the Blue Devils’ long-term plans once they are
healthy. Josh Jackson will have his say about
how the Jayhawks fare.
The good money, though, is on guys like Mason
and Duke junior Grayson Allen ultimately
dictating how this season goes. The Blue Devils
didn’t lose to Kansas because it’s triumvirate of
freshmen was on the bench with injuries. They
lost because Allen, a junior, shot just 4-of-15
from the field, 1-of-7 from beyond the arc and,
according to his coach, looked too hard for fouls
to be called instead of just playing the game.
Duke lost because Amile Jefferson, a senior,
coughed up the ball seven times.
And Kansas didn’t win because Jackson enjoyed
a glorious second-half spurt to showcase his
skills. It won because of Mason not only hitting
a game winner but winning the game from start
to finish.
Mike Krzyzewski, who knows a thing or two
about this sport, agreed. The Duke coach said
he studies faces as much as he watches how a
player plays. In the stoicism of Mason, not in the
raw talent of Jackson, he saw Kansas’ future.
“He has a strong face,” Krzyzewski said. “He
gives the face of a leader.”
In the handshake line at the end of the game, the
Duke coach looked that strong face in the eye
and said simply, “Big-time shot by a big-time
player.”
The big-time is stretched across both of Kansas’
games now, not just a flash in the pan here in
New York. In two games, Mason has 51 points.
He practically willed the Jayhawks to overtime
against Indiana this past Friday in Honolulu and,
despite early foul trouble, essentially did the

same here. He shot 8-of-13 from the field, 5-of7 from the 3-point arc, dished out five assists,
swiped two steals and coughed the ball up only
twice in 35 minutes of play.
Much has been made about Mason’s past, about
an early commitment to Towson after he failed to
catch the expert eyes of college recruiters early.
Along with backcourt mate Devonte Graham,
whose college career began at Appalachian
State, Mason makes up the best small-major
gone big-timer perhaps in the history of the
game.
But his story now isn’t so much about people
who missed on him. It’s about who he has grown
into. Asked if his younger self could have made
such a big shot, Mason smirked.
“I’m not sure I’d be in the game in that situation
in my younger days,” he said.
Those younger days weren’t a decade ago, by
the way.
It just seems that way in a world gone too wild
over freshmen.
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Keegan: Versatile, intense Josh Jackson makes it tough for upset-minded foes
Lawrence Journal-World
Tom Keegan
Dec. 18, 2016
You can believe almost everything you read in
sports sections across America, but there is one
recurring exception: When a college basketball
headline includes the word “upset,” check the
betting line from the previous day’s paper before
believing it.
If the score upsets you, that doesn’t necessarily
mean it’s an upset.
For example, when Kansas travels to Morgantown
to play West Virginia on Jan. 24, KU likely will
rank ahead of the Mountaineers in the top 25.
But if the Jayhawks are favored, it only will be by
a point or two. Still, if WVU wins, many headlines
erroneously will call it an upset.

As for genuine upsets, Kansas is even more
immune to those than in most seasons.
Freshman Josh Jackson is as big a reason for that
as anyone. His defensive versatility — pressure
a point guard on one possession and rattle him
into throwing a pass that gets intercepted, help
off his man to swat a post player’s shot the next
time down the floor, follow that with a deflection
of a pass that when released seemed bound for
a clear, safe path — tends to make opponents
skittish.
Jackson doesn’t save his defensive intensity for
big games because his approach is such that
he doesn’t just treat all opponents alike, but all
possessions as well, each one representing an
opportunity to win a battle.

such as during the second half of Saturday’s 8971 victory against Davidson in Sprint Center, a
game KU trailed at the half, 43-42. His 3-pointer
from the left corner sent the Jayhawks on a run,
but his drives down the left side of the lane, one
that resulted in two points, the other in three,
took more out of Davidson.
Jackson’s blind loyalty to making winning plays
enables him to work close to the hoop when
others in his situation might prefer to audition
for scouts.
Blend a freshman who plays with the confidence,
smarts and unselfishness of an upperclassmen
with similarly aggressive guards, senior Frank
Mason III and junior Devonté Graham, and it
makes it so tough for opponents to pull off an
upset.

Offensively, Jackson takes over when needed,
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Bill Hougland, Kansas basketball star and 2-time Olympic gold medalist, dies
Associated Press
March 6, 2017

The school announced that Hougland had died in
Lawrence. No cause was given.

LAWRENCE, Kan. -- Kansas standout Bill
Hougland, who led the Jayhawks to the 1952
national title before becoming the first player to
win two Olympic basketball gold medals, died
Monday. He was 86.

Hougland played in 77 games for coach Phog
Allen during his three-year college career.
Along with a national title, Hougland helped the
Jayhawks win Big Seven titles in 1950 and 1952.
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He was among seven Kansas players who helped
the U.S. win gold at the 1952 Helsinki Olympics,

then was part of the team that repeated its
golden performance at the 1956 Melbourne
Games.
After his playing career, Hougland served in the
Air Force and worked in the oil industry. He also
remained close to his alma mater, donating more
than $1.2 million to the school.
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Frank Mason shows experience counts in Kansas’ thrilling victory over Duke
Bleacher Report
C.J. Moore
Nov. 16, 2016
The point guard class in college basketball is as
deep as its been in years, and there are so many
NBA prospects that they’ll be pushing players
out of the league in 2017.
You’re going to hear a lot over the next
few months about the talent of Washington’s
Markelle Fultz, UCLA’s Lonzo Ball, NC State’s
Dennis Smith Jr., Kentucky’s De’Aaron Fox and
on and on.
But the player who hit the biggest shot
thus far in this young season Tuesday night in
New York is not taking anyone’s job. He’s barely
on the NBA’s radar.
Frank Mason III is that man—a bad,
bad man—and chances are Kansas head coach
Bill Self wouldn’t trade him for any of those
future lottery picks.
Mason made the Champions Classic
his night when the narrative was supposed to
be about the young ‘uns. The 5’11” senior point
guard punctuated a brilliant performance when
he rose up over Matt Jones to bury a gamewinner and save the Jayhawks from a 0-2 start
with a 77-75 win over top-ranked Duke.
This was supposed to be a night
when we saw three of the best teams college
basketball has to offer in Kansas, Duke and
Kentucky.
As much as the result looked
impressive, the Wildcats’ 69-48 win over
Michigan State was sloppy on both sides, and it
was hard to gather much intel on John Calipari’s
next one-and-done crew.
The Blue Devils were without three of
their best freshmen, including surefire lottery
picks Jayson Tatum and Harry Giles. The leftovers
are probably good enough to be a top-10 team
but not the juggernaut they figure to become at
full strength.
So it was an eyesore of a Champions
Classic for three halves that featured way too
many whistles and disjointed basketball.
But Mason and the Jayhawks put a

nice bow on things by showing glimpses in the
second half of the team that had some folks—
myself included—picking them to win the
national title.
Kansas also put up a crummy defensive
effort in its opening overtime loss to Indiana
behind it by taking Duke out of its rhythm and
unleashing the slashing trio of Mason, Devonte’
Graham and Josh Jackson.
Jackson scored 15 points in only 18
minutes—he fouled out—and Graham, another
NBA prospect at point guard, added 13 points
and got Kansas rolling in the second half.
But when the Jayhawks needed a
bucket, it was clear Mason is the man Self trusts.
He dropped 30 points against Indiana, willing
that game into overtime, and he gave Kansas a
nice cushion in the second half against Duke by
continuously getting into the paint and finishing
among the trees.
“We executed well on the offensive
end,” Mason, who finished with 21 points and
five assists, said on the ESPN telecast. “I saw a
lot of gaps and just drove the ball downhill and
made plays.”
That ability is what intrigued Kansas
assistant coach Kurtis Townsend when he
discovered Mason, who originally committed
to Towson. Mason played with a toughness
Townsend knew Self would love, and he could
shake anyone he wanted off the bounce.
“Frank has always been able to do
what he wanted without much resistance on a
basketball court,” Ty White, his grassroots coach,
told Bleacher Report nearly two years ago.
But Mason has turned into more than
just a slashing bowling ball over the years,
developing point guard skills along the way—
he never played the position until he got to
Kansas—and a feel for the game he lacked as a
younger player.
Mason’s bugaboo has always been
overpenetrating, but this year it looks like he’s
been much smarter about picking his driving
opportunities.
That’s what four years in college will
do.

Experience also gives players a sense
of the moment.
Mason knew he was going to get the
ball on the final possession Tuesday, and he
knew he’d played a part in creating the situation.
The Jayhawks built a 12-point lead,
but Duke showed some toughness by chipping
away—and Mason helped generate seven of
those precious comeback points. He fouled Duke
freshman point guard Frank Jackson on a threepointer that turned into a four-point play, and he
left Jackson open when he over-helped, which
allowed Jackson to tie the game.
That, of course, set up his chance at
redemption.
The Blue Devils smartly put Jones,
who is 6’5”, on Mason, and it was clear his
assignment was to not let Mason turn the corner.
Mason was smart enough to realize he wasn’t
going to get into the lane. A younger player might
have tried anyway. But the Petersburg, Virginia,
native created just enough space that he could
get up a rhythm jumper, despite near-perfect
defense from the Duke guard.
It was exactly what Self would have
chosen if he had the joystick.
The win is big for KU’s confidence
but isn’t going to have that much impact on the
season. Duke and Kansas are far from finished
products, and it’s hard to judge the Blue Devils
without seeing those three freshmen on the floor.
But don’t write off the Jayhawks as
potential champions just because they barely
won Tuesday against a short-handed team. This
is going to be a squad that can run with Duke
once it’s stacked.
Jackson is figuring out his role and
is going to stop fouling. Udoka Azubuike looks
like a promising big body off the bench, which
Kansas desperately needs. Graham is really
good. Carlton Bragg is coming along.
And the Jayhawks will always have the
baddest dude on the floor.
He’s not a lottery pick. But he’s damn
good...and clutch.
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Svi Mykhailiuk’s dad, former coach savor closing moments of KU win over K-State
Kansas City Star
Gary Bedore
Jan. 4, 2017
LAWRENCE -- Iurri Mykhailiuk, a college history
professor from Ukraine, stood in the northwest
tunnel of Allen Fieldhouse on Tuesday night
watching his son, Svi, sign autographs almost a
full hour after hitting the game-winning layup in
Kansas’ 90-88 victory over Kansas State.
“Svi, Svi, Svi,” Iurri Mykhailiuk said with a smile,
while informing a Kansas City Star reporter he
knew just a few words of English.
“It was very good. The players believed in (him
taking) the last shot,” Iurri added.
Svi Mykhailiuk was mobbed by his KU teammates
after his scoop shot dropped just ahead of the
final horn. He successfully completed a dash
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down the middle of the lane, though replays
made it pretty obvious — and the general
consensus is — that he traveled on the play.
“He has been a hero before. He had the same
moments in the European championship,” said
Maksym Mikhelson, who coached Ukraine’s
FIBA Under-20 world championship team last
summer in Finland. The 6-foot-8 Mykhailiuk
averaged 14.9 points and 5.6 rebounds for his
home country in the tourney. Ukraine placed
eighth among 16 teams.
“I had a feeling he would take the last shot. It
was a very good game, great emotion,” added
Mikhelson, who made the trip to the U.S. with
Svi’s dad to watch Friday’s KU-TCU game in Fort
Worth, Texas, as well as the KU-K-State thriller.
Mikhelson also traveled to Lawrence two
summers ago to work with Mykhailiuk when
Svi’s Jayhawk teammates represented the

United States at the World University Games in
South Korea.
Asked if KU’s junior guard will play in the NBA,
Mikhelson said: “It remains to be seen. I think he
must work a lot.”
Iurri Mykhailiuk and Mikhelson were to return to
Ukraine on Wednesday.
“Unbelievable,” Mikhelson said of Tuesday’s
game.
As far as the controversy surrounding Svi
Mykhailiuk’s game-winning layup: a Big 12
Conference spokesperson told The Star in an
email Wednesday that the league would have no
comment at this time.
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Lagerald Vick nears KU basketball history in 91-61 rout of LBSU
Topeka Capital-Journal
Matt Galloway
Nov. 29, 2016
LAWRENCE — Lagerald Vick got his career-high
out of the way early. All that was left was his shot
at program history.
Vick, the Kansas basketball guard, scored 23
points — including matching a personal-best
with 15 in the first half alone — to lead the No.
4 Jayhawks past Long Beach State, 91-61, on
Tuesday night at Allen Fieldhouse.
Vick had a nearly flawless first half in his second
start for KU, going 6 for 6 from the field while
draining all three of his 3-point attempts. His
layup on the Jayhawks’ first possession of the
second half broke his previous scoring high, set
last Friday in KU’s victory over UNC Asheville. The
6-foot-5 sophomore’s bucket with 14:18 left in
the game put the Jayhawks up by 27 and left
him one make away from Jayhawk history —
the KU program record for make in a single game
without a miss is 10, held by Danny Manning
(1986) and Norm Cook (1973).
However, Vick would not get another shot
off — at least, another shot that counted. His
breakaway dunk with 4:33 left to play was wiped
away thanks to a foul on the other end of the
court by teammate Carlton Bragg, who Vick
replaced in the starting lineup before the UNC
Asheville contest.
“I think Carlton must be mad at him or
something,” KU coach Bill Self joked on Bragg’s
foul, “because that was probably the worst
foul we’ve committed since I’ve been here, or
Lagerald would’ve gotten the record.”
With the Jayhawks (6-1) holding a comfortable
28-point advantage, Vick was subbed out at
the 2:35 mark, ending his night with nine shots
made in nine attempts. That total ties him with
Tarik Black (2014), C.J. Giles (2005) and Mark
Randall (1990) for the second-best mark of
shots made without a miss in KU history, though
Vick holds the distinction of being the only guard
on the list.
Vick said he was told about the record after the
game but didn’t mind just missing out on history,
given the team’s victory. It was still a banner day

for the Memphis, Tenn., native, who admitted
he’s “definitely” surprised himself with how well
he’s played in his first two career starts.
“You know, the team’s been hyping me up,” Vick
said, “and I’m just looking forward to playing
better games in the future.”
The back-to-back breakout games from Vick
were a pleasant sight for Self, who, after calling
the guard perhaps the MVP of the team’s offseason program, watched Vick start the season
on a 15-for-37 shooting stretch and 1-for-13
skid from 3-point range before last week’s start.
“He’s improved a ton. I mean, it’s obvious,” Self
said. “He’s confident, he’s reacting instead of
thinking for the most part. He’s not always going
to shoot the ball like that, but after getting off to
a really poor start shooting it, I think he’s made
like seven of his last eight 3s and he attacks the
rim well. He’s going to end up being one of our
best defenders.”
Vick attributed his better stroke to “the little
things.” He credits an on-campus but nonteammate friend last week for showing him
video of poor habits in Vick’s first five contests.
“When I first started shooting the ball earlier this
season I was kind of fading back,” Vick said, “but
then I watched the film and I noticed the little
mental things, so I just started going straight up
and down.”
Svi Mykhailiuk (14 points), Josh Jackson (13)
and Devonte’ Graham (12) rounded out doubledigit scorers for KU, while Frank Mason teased
a triple-double with 8 points, 8 assists and 6
rebounds. Justin Bibbins’ 13 points paced LBSU
(1-8), which was playing its eighth straight game
away from home.
Leading by one just over eight minutes into the
game, the Jayhawks (6-1) seized control with a
13-0 run over the game’s next three minutes.
Jackson got the stretch started with a layup,
then fed an incredible bounce pass to Mykhailiuk
for the layup on KU’s next possession. Graham,
Mykhailiuk and Jackson then closed out the
scoring streak with 3-pointers.

half.
Like Vick, center Udoka Azubuike was making
his second consecutive start for KU. The 7-foot
freshman scored eight points and hauled in
seven rebounds, helping his team win the
rebounding battle, 41-24. Azubuike combined
with Bragg late in the second half to score 12 of
the Jayhawks’ 13 points in one stretch.
Senior forward Landen Lucas did not appear in
the contest after tweaking a nagging oblique
injury during shootaround and was held out of
the lineup for precautionary reasons, Self said.
Jackson, who appeared to injure his head in
a scary collision with LBSU forward LaRond
Williams’ legs late in the second half, should also
be OK, Self added.
The Jayhawks will next play the third tilt of a
six-game homestand, hosting Stanford at 2:30
p.m. Saturday. The Cardinal (6-1) are led by firstyear coach Jerod Haase, a former KU guard from
1995-97. It will be the first meeting between
the two programs since Stanford eliminated
the then-No. 2 seed KU from the 2014 NCAA
Tournament in the Round of 32.
But flashback to Tuesday night’s postgame news
conference. As comfortable as Vick appears to
be in his new starting role, the shy sophomore
still has a level of unease in these situations.
Graham — seated directly to Vick’s right and
drinking a cup of water — almost did a spit take
laughing at one of the guard’s brief answers.
Still, with the way Vick is producing on the court,
Graham knows his teammate is no joke.
“This offseason he put in a lot of work,” Graham
said. “Everybody could see it coming. I mean I
remember talking about it during the summer
about him being one of the biggest keys to our
team. He’s been working on his game, his jump
shot, and he’s real explosive so he can get to the
basket and finish around the rim, so, yeah.”

The stretch was one of three scoring runs of at
least eight points for the Jayhawks in the first
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Kansas storms back to shock West Virginia in OT
ESPN
C.L. Brown
Feb. 14, 2017
Nights like this, no matter how much Big 12
opponents wish for it, is why Kansas won’t fall.
Games like the Jayhawks’ 84-80 overtime win
against West Virginia is exactly why they have
won at least a share of 12 consecutive league
titles and are on their way to a 13th banner.
Sometimes it seems like they’re just lucky. How
else can it be explained when Josh Jackson
avoids a turnover against the Mountaineers by
making a cross-court pass from his backside
that leads to a Devonte’ Graham 3-pointer?
Kansas appears even more fragile than it was in
2014-15, when it lost five conference games. But
its rally Monday night is one that makes a team
believe in destiny despite all of its shortcomings.
The Jayhawks are playing with a thin frontcourt
whose margin of error evaporates with every
Landen Lucas foul. The 6-foot-10 senior
managed to stay in Monday night’s game;
reserve forward Carlton Bragg Jr., Lucas’ main
backup, fouled out.
The Jayhawks can be overly reliant on Frank
Mason III and Jackson to generate scoring at
times. When they struggle, as they did against
West Virginia -- the two combined to shoot
7-of-26 from the field -- the offense becomes
stagnant. That is, in part, what led to the
Mountaineers grabbing a 14-point lead late in
the second half.
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Kansas’ rotation is essentially down to seven
players carrying the bulk of minutes. Mason,
Jackson and Graham each played more than 40
minutes. That has come to be expected of both
Mason -- who leads the Big 12 in minutes played
at 35.4 per game -- and Graham, who averages
34.6 per game to rank third.
And those worries are just the on-the-court ones.
Kansas has dealt with in-season investigations,
from an alleged assault to which players were
listed as witnesses, to a report that uncovered
a 2015 domestic violence investigation of
Lagerald Vick.
Bragg was suspended as a precaution to alleged
battery charges in December, placed back on
the team when his name was cleared, then
was suspended again after being charged with
possessing drug paraphernalia.
Despite all that KU has dealt with, those same
vulnerable Jayhawks somehow sit here with a
two-game lead in the Big 12 with five games left
in the regular season.
The rest of the league might as well gather
campside and share tall tales about how they
almost had the Jayhawks. The Mountaineers
might just have the best, and saddest, story of
them all.
On Monday, West Virginia led 64-50 with three
minutes to play in regulation. It was poised to
become the first team to sweep Bill Self since he
was on the sidelines at Tulsa.

After losing to Iowa State 92-89 in overtime
earlier this month, Kansas also was in danger of
suffering back-to-back home losses for the first
time since the 1988-89 season.
Instead, Mason scored 11 points in those
final three minutes as Kansas outscored the
Mountaineers 21-7 to force overtime. The
loss left West Virginia three games back of the
Jayhawks in the league standings.
Baylor suffered a similar fate. It entered Monday’s
game at Texas Tech a game behind Kansas,
with the Jayhawks coming to Waco, Texas, for
a showdown on Saturday. Two wins this week
and the Bears would at least share first place in
the Big 12.
Instead, the best case for Baylor will be pulling
back within a game of KU.
Baylor allowed the Red Raiders to shoot 61
percent in the second half and lost a nine-point
lead in an 84-78 loss.
Those same traits Kansas has overcome during
regular-season play might eventually be the
reason for its postseason demise. It takes only
one off night in the postseason, and KU won’t
have the magic of Allen Fieldhouse to help it
push through a tough game.
For now, as imperfect as their march has been,
the Jayhawks are on the verge of claiming league
crown No. 13. And there’s nothing unlucky about
that.

2016-17 Kansas Basketball // @KUHoops

Blair Kerkhoff: KU’s unlikeliest victory in a bizarre season
Kansas City Star
Blair Kerkhoff
Feb. 14, 2017
LAWRENCE -- This is the rough draft of the first
few paragraphs if the Kansas-West Virginia
game had ended after 37 minutes.
“To put this in terms meaningful to Kansas, the
Jayhawks can beat an NCAA Tournament bubble
team when one of its stars is outstanding, as
Josh Jackson was at Texas Tech on Saturday,
and the rest are so-so.
“But Kansas won’t beat a top-four seed, like
West Virginia, when none of its stars, well, star.
“A grand opportunity to open a Big 12 lead was
frittered away with the Jayhawks’ xx-xx loss on
Monday. “Kansas could have gone to Baylor, a
loser on Monday, with a two-game Big 12 lead.
Instead, the Bears and now West Virginia stand
one game behind KU.”
Those paragraphs became ashes over the final
3 minutes, and 5 more in overtime, as Kansas
pulled off a comeback for the ages. From 14
down with 2:58 remaining, the Jayhawks turned
enough frantic plays and the Mountaineers
enough boneheaded mistakes to get the game
even after 40 minutes. In the additional five,
Kansas prevailed 84-80.
The snapshots over the game’s final 8 minutes
told the dual stories. With every timeout
as Kansas chipped away a little more, the
Jayhawks’ reserves sprinted to greet those on
the floor, while the Mountaineers trudged to the
sideline. West Virginia’s last chance slipped away
with the ball through Nathan Adrian’s hands and
out of bounds on an uncontested rebound with
12 seconds left in overtime.
Adrian slowly shuffled to the bench with his head
down, receiving consoling pats from teammates.

and found that left the Jayhawks not only two
games up in the Big 12 race over Baylor, which
fell at Texas Tech earlier in the day, but allowed
them to push some historical mileposts even
farther down the highway.
KU hadn’t lost successive home games since
1989, Roy Williams’ probation-inherited
inaugural team. The Jayhawks faced that
prospect after falling to Iowa State nine days
earlier.
“We said it before the game that we hadn’t lost
back-to-back games since before (Bill Self) has
been here,” guard Devonté Graham said. “I was
definitely thinking about it during the game.”
Also, the Jayhawks hadn’t
the regular season by an
Jamaal Tinsley’s Iowa State
The Mountaineers were a few
planting that flag.

been swept in
opponent since
team in 2001.
ticks away from

That streak will run to 96 conference series with
either a sweep or split in the Self era because
there’s nobody remaining on the schedule with
a chance to sweep.
After losing to the Mountaineers by 16 earlier
and trailing by 14 with 3 minutes remaining in
Lawrence, it was going to take a special effort to
prevent it from happening this time.
“It probably should have,” Self said. “They were
better than us in Morgantown and better than us
tonight for a large part of the game.”
But here’s where Self bragged a bit on his team.
“Our guys have a lot of pride,” he said.
And don’t question the Jayhawks’ toughness,
at least not to Self. West Virginia played harder
and smarter on its way to the big lead late. But
what Kansas accomplished after that was the
definition of toughness.

“Anybody who says their guys play harder than
mine, it’s a ridiculous statement,” Self said. “I’m
not saying they play harder. I’m saying nobody
completes harder than my guys.”
Down the stretch that undoubtedly was the
case. Defensively, the Jayhawks locked down
in the final minutes, forcing turnovers. Then
shots started falling, especially from Graham. He
hadn’t had a prolonged stretch of success this
season, but his finishing kick that included four
three-pointers in the game’s final 8 minutes was
his biggest contribution of the season.
Frank Mason had a rough shooting night, but he
hit 16 of 18 free throws. Jackson didn’t follow
his Tech performance but managed another
double-double.
For 37 minutes those stars were dimmed,
seemingly unable to pull the Jayhawks out of a
deep hole. The comeback only added to what’s
been an unusual season, on and off the court.
Legal issues remain. The Star reported the
university made a domestic violence finding
against Lagerald Vick in January 2016. Vick and
Jackson have been linked to a car vandalism
investigation. Carlton Bragg Jr. was granted
diversion in a misdemeanor drug paraphernalia
case.
On the floor, the Jayhawks have amassed a 11-2
Big 12 record and two-game lead on Baylor
despite having fewer steals and blocked shots
and committing more turnovers than opponents
with one of Self’s thinnest rosters.
One area in which Kansas doesn’t come up short
is confidence. Winning like the Jayhawks have
this season, nail-biter after nail-biter, can only
heighten a sense of invincibility.
“We just know what each of us is capable of
doing,” Graham said. “And we believe in each
other.”

This was clearly an evening of opportunity lost
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Blair Kerkhoff: KU’s Frank Mason looking to go where Wilt didn’t
Kansas City Star
Blair Kerkhoff
Feb. 27, 2017

at 20.3 points, 4.9 assists and 4.1 rebounds. His
three-point percentage of 50.0 leads the Big 12
and is a testament to his work ethic. Mason shot
32.7 from deep as a freshman.

LAWRENCE -- In this season of award shows,
Frank Mason continues to put in his bid as
leading man in a dramatic series.

His game-winning jumper against Duke in the
second game was a season tone-setter, and the
Jayhawks wouldn’t have posted recent deathdefying triumphs over West Virginia and Baylor
that paved the way for the program’s 13th
straight Big 12 title without Mason’s all-around
play.

The Kansas guard fought through emotions
on Senior Night, his final home game in Allen
Fieldhouse, and helped the Jayhawks to a 7363 triumph over Oklahoma on Monday with 23
points and six assists in what has become a
typical Mason game.
Kansas came back from 12 down with 10
minutes remaining, and the opponent doesn’t
seem to matter anymore. The Jayhawks tend
to dig themselves in a hole, usually by double
digits, before storming back.
The Big 12 championship had been locked up,
and KU’s postseason odyssey will soon begin.
But there’s an additional mystery to be solved
this season. Mason is looking to become
something Wilt Chamberlain never was, and
Danny Manning only partially became.
College basketball’s consensus national player
of the year is an award that has eluded one of
the game’s most storied programs.
Mason should change that. KU coach Bill Self put
in his plug as he introduced Mason for his senior
speech.
“I don’t know if there’s been a player tougher
than Frank Mason to wear the crimson and blue,”
Self said. “He’s the best guard I ever coached
and this year’s national player of the year.”
Later Self said he’d like to see Mason win at
least one of the major awards. Add them up, and
there are seven that are widely recognized. The
Associated Press, NABC and Sporting News have
top individual honors, along with those named for
some of the game’s icons: James Naismith, John
Wooden, Oscar Robertson and Adolph Rupp.
Fans weighed in, chanting “MVP, MVP” in the final
minute. With 9.8 seconds remaining, Mason, with
his parents and 5-year-old son Amari watching
dad play at KU for the first time, was subbed out
in a curtain call as tears streamed down his face.
The case for Mason is his consistency and clutch
moments. He’s scored in double figures in all but
one game this season, and his averages stand
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The race appears close among Mason, Purdue’s
Caleb Swanigan, Villanova’s Josh Hart and
UCLA’s Lonzo Ball. Some years, the top awards
distributed to multiple players make sense, and
this could be one of those seasons.
Still, Mason should be a slight front-runner, and
not just the best player on the newly minted topranked team theory. He is on track to become
Kansas’ first 20-point-per-game scorer since
Wayne Simien in 2005, and only the third since
Manning in 1988. He’s the favorite to become
the Big 12 player of the year.
His back story also would play well on the awards
circuit. Mason signed a letter of intent to Towson
State out of Petersburg, Va., High. But he suffered
a bout of senioritis, failing a class, and enrolled in
prep school. His play and options improved and
Mason joined the 2013 KU recruiting class that
included Andrew Wiggins, Joel Embiid, Wayne
Selden, Brannen Greene and Conner Frankamp.
Mason, the only player on this year’s team from
that class, was the lowest-rated prospect.
Winning top national honors can also require
fortunate timing.
In years when a Kansas player could be
considered the nation’s best, someone else
was deemed a little better. Thomas Robinson
dominated the conference in 2012, but the
national awards rightfully went to Kentucky’s
Anthony Davis.
In 1997, Raef LaFrentz was the top player on a
team that spent nearly the entire season ranked
first. That also happened to be Tim Duncan’s
senior season at Wake Forest.
In retrospect, the case can be made for Kansas
suiting up the nation’s top player twice, in 1957
and 1988. And the Jayhawks still come up short
in the trophy case.

In the mid-1950s only United Press International,
out of business since 1996, selected a player
of the year. It had to be difficult then with no
television presence for the game, but there
could be no argument with some of the choices,
like San Francisco’s Bill Russell in 1956 and
Cincinnati’s Oscar Robertson in 1958.
The 1957 decision was interesting to say the
least. The honor went to Columbia guard Chet
Forte, who was outstanding for a team that
finished 18-6 and third in the Ivy League. Forte,
who went on to television fame as the first
director of “Monday Night Football,” averaged
29.7 points as a senior.
Averaging 29.6 points and 18.3 rebounds that
season was Chamberlain. As a sophomore, he
led the Jayhawks to a conference title and 24-3
record that ended with a triple-overtime loss to
North Carolina in the NCAA title game.
Chamberlain made all six media All-America
teams that year, and Forte made three of them.
If Chamberlain and Kansas felt slighted by the
call that year, nobody said much, if anything.
But if arguably the greatest player in KU history,
having the better of his two varsity seasons,
wasn’t good enough to become national player
of the year, who would be?
Manning, sort of. By 1988, the number of
major player of the year awards had grown
to its present total, and Manning won three of
them — Naismith, Wooden and NABC — in
what probably stands as the most productive
season in school history, one that ended with the
national title. Bradley’s Hersey Hawkins took the
other four awards.
Two other Kansas players have won a top
national honor. Getting a slice of the attention
were Drew Gooden in 2002, when he shared the
NABC honor, and Nick Collison a year later, when
he was chosen top player by the NABC.
With top player voting occurring over the next
few weeks, Mason appears to be headed in
the right direction to grab more than a piece of
the prize. Not that he’s carving out room on his
trophy shelf.
“With me, it’s all about the team,” Mason said.
“I’d rather win the national championship than
be player of the year.”
For Kansas, both would work.
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Dominance continues: Kansas closes in on 13th consecutive Big 12 title
USA TODAY
Nicole Auerbach
Feb. 18, 2017
You’ll never believe this, but Kansas appears
headed for yet another Big 12 regular-season
championship, the 13th consecutive year in
which the Jayhawks under coach Bill Self have
won the league outright or shared the title.
Of course, you do actually believe that. It’s one of
the only certainties in a sport defined partly by its
parity and partly by its unpredictability.
The Streak — it needs no modifier — is one of
the most astonishing in all of sports. Other Big
12 coaches remain both amazed yet motivated
by it at the same time, even those coaches who
have been dealt more than their fair share of
losses to Kansas over the years.
“Everybody’s goal at the start of conference
(play) is to win the conference, and that’s why
it’s amazing what Kansas has been able to do
for as long as they’ve been able to do it,” Baylor
coach Scott Drew told USA TODAY Sports last
month. “Because of parity in college basketball,
I don’t know if anyone will ever be able to match
it, when that streak does come to an end at
some point. I know everybody’s trying to be the
one that breaks it. We’re like everybody else.”

And Baylor, ranked fourth in the nation and
still in the mix for a No. 1 seed come NCAA
tournament time, certainly has tried this year:
Two agonizingly close games, two agonizingly
close losses — including Saturday’s in Waco,
which came after a pair of Kansas free throws
to grab the lead for good in the final seconds
and a painfully bad final Baylor possession that,
had it not been painful or bad, could have tied
or won the game. Kansas finished the game on
an 8-0 run.
Yes, Kansas — as it so often is — was the
winner of a Big 12 game in mid-February.
The victory gives the Jayhawks a seemingly
insurmountable three-game lead in the league
with four games to play, and with their two
head-to-head wins against second-place Baylor,
it’s time to ship the champagne to Lawrence.
Self knew it, too; his reaction to Saturday’s win
included far more emotion than we’re used to
seeing from a coach who’s won so much. He can
smell No. 13.
What’s perhaps most impressive about The
Streak is not how good the individual Kansas
teams that have been part of it have been. It’s
how good other Big 12 teams have been without
ending it. This year’s Baylor team certainly
qualifies, led by the dominant Johnathan Motley
in the paint and the dynamic Manu Lecomte (who
hobbled through the final minutes of Saturday’s

game after a hard fall) outside it. And they’re
not alone. Drew pointed out last month that
he’s taken teams to the Elite Eight twice during
The Streak (in 2010 and 2012), yet even those
teams couldn’t take the Big 12 regular-season
crown from Kansas. Last year’s Oklahoma team
— a team led by Buddy Hield, and a team that
reached the Final Four — was swept by the
Jayhawks in Big 12 play.
So, it’s clear not winning the league is not
necessarily a black mark on a team’s season,
though that fact may not be enough for Baylor
fans to find solace in at the moment. But it’s
also clear from the way that Kansas has won
the league — particularly this year with its
dramatic comebacks, its stellar Player of the
Year-caliber contributions from Frank Mason,
the acrobatics from Josh Jackson and even the
uncharacteristic reliance on a 2-3 zone defense
— that the Jayhawks have a stranglehold on the
Big 12 for a reason.
They adjust. They adapt. They beat you with their
strengths, or your weaknesses — or both. But
most of all, they win. And win. And win some
more.
It’s the surest thing in sports.
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or do that.”

Why not look for a game of pickup?

But it’s also not simple.

•••

The next great American sports star, Josh
Jackson, is looking for a pickup game. Anyone
willing to face him. Just anyone.

Talk to those around Jackson, and this beautiful
mind, this beautiful competitive spirit, has been
shaped by unusually difficult circumstances, by
a need to focus his energy on a competition he
can control.

As of four years ago, Jackson couldn’t beat his
mom in basketball—not one-on-one, not H-OR-S-E. He couldn’t beat his dad in chess, either.

His former high school coach, Tobias Tuomi,
explains, “Josh just has this switch in his head,”
and when he flips it, “there’s not a thing in the
world that can get to him.”

It is telling that his parents never let him win. Not
once. Not ever.

The switch is Jackson’s safe place. It’s his
support base.

There is really no such thing as a normal
childhood anymore. Who’s normal? Jackson’s
version of childhood came with a loving family...
and with a mom, Apples Jones, who had no
problem knocking him to the court in a basketball
game.

So he heads to the hotel lobby. The hotel lobby?,
you think. His friend, another future basketball
superstar, Terrance Ferguson, was surprised the
first time he saw it, too. “It kind of confused me.”
But by now, he’s used to it. He sees it every time
he’s on the road with Jackson for some All-Star
or national-team game.
“He just starts asking people if they want to
play,” Ferguson says. “Anybody. And then he
starts playing.
“You see that every time—every time—we walk
past a random chessboard.”
Yes, the next great American sports star plays
pickup chess.
“I mean, you look at Josh,” Ferguson says, “and
you wouldn’t really expect him to be playing
chess.”
Remember when we first heard about LeBron
James, who had a body like nothing you’d seen
before? Well, Jackson, the Kansas freshman
projected to be the first pick in next year’s NBA
draft, has a mind like nothing you’ve seen before.
It’s not just that he’s smart, though he is. And
it’s not just that he has an unusual hobby for a
basketball player, though he does.
It’s something about the way he talks. He looks
you in the eye, waits for you to finish what you’re
saying and doesn’t show a hint of emotion
before giving thorough, thought-out responses.
That applies whether you’re talking something
trivial or tragic.
It’s something about his focus, about his desire
to be in a game, any game, to be competing.
To hear him tell it, it’s simple really. “I like
thinking games,” Jackson says.
“Chess forces you to think about the decisions
you’re making before you make them, after you
make them. Just being able to think before you
move, think about what happens if you do this
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It’s what allowed him to overcome the call he got
after a game during his freshman year of high
school. His beloved coach Al Anderson, who had
kept coming to practice all year for his players
despite having a pacemaker and serious heart
troubles, had been taken to the hospital again.
And the next call, an hour later: Anderson didn’t
make it.
“That was the first close person I ever lost in my
life,” Jackson says.
It wouldn’t be the last. Over the three-and-a-half
years since, as he has ascended draft boards
and played his games around the world, Jackson
has lost one male role model after another. His
cousin, who he calls maybe his closest friend,
was killed while Jackson was in Greece with the
USA under-19 team. His dad—Clarence Jones
was his stepdad, technically, but Jackson knew
him as Dad—died while Jackson was in Las
Vegas at a tournament.
Dad, who taught him to play chess.
“He was a life coach,” Jackson says. “He was
always telling me to worry about the things I can
control. He would always tell me that. What he
meant was pretty self-explanatory, but it was
special to me because at some point, I was
dealing with a lot of things in my life that I didn’t
have control over.

Not once. Not ever.

“That made me better,” he says.

Jones declined to speak for this story, but she
was described by people around Jackson as
very tough, very loving, very protective.
“Just around, or out in public, my mom likes
to stay to herself pretty much,” Jackson says.
“But any time she comes to one of my games,
she’s really, really loud. You can hear her out of
everybody in the gym. It depends on what type
of setting she’s in, really.
“The main thing she always taught me is to make
sure I’m always learning from mistakes. Never
make the same mistakes other people make,
and never make the same mistakes again. And
then you become better and better.”
Jackson’s mom explained to him that she was
a top basketball player herself but did not take
school seriously enough. She grew up in Detroit,
went to a community college in Kansas, then
made it into University of Texas-El Paso—but
she didn’t finish there.
She learned from mistakes, though, and would
not let her son make the same ones.

“It was kind of getting to me. … I was worked up
over things I couldn’t control.”

“When I was a kid, I didn’t really like school,”
Jackson says. “But my mom was tough on me
and made me realize grades were important—I
mean important to myself as well.”

And what to do when there are things you can’t
control?

Tough on him off the court, and tough on him
on it.
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“When I was young, we had a basketball hoop
in the backyard, and I would always go out there
and play,” Jackson says. “Sometimes my mom
would come around, joke around with me, play
me one-on-one. She’d play me seriously. She
wouldn’t let me win. She wouldn’t let me score.
I was maybe eight or nine years old, and she
would foul me pretty hard sometimes, trying to
make me tougher a little bit.
“I think it worked. I finally ended up beating her
when I was 14 or 15 years old. And since then,
I’ve never played her again.”
It was his dad, though, who taught him how to
play chess.
“I was in about the third grade,” Jackson says.
“At school, nobody ever wanted to play. Nobody
knew how. I wanted to know. My dad started
to teach me on a chessboard we had at home.
I went back to school and started playing and
showing my friends how to play.
“We got other kids into it, too.”
Thanks to Jackson and his dad, the school
started a chess club.
“My dad and I played all the time. I never beat
him before he died. Not once.”
Think of all that quiet time together between
father and son. Thinking first, then acting.
Building up that mind and spirit.
Kansas coach Bill Self says he hasn’t spoken
with Jackson yet about his dad or some of the
tragedies in his life. But he appreciates the result
of this upbringing.
He describes Jackson as a “very deep thinker,
ridiculously bright and articulate.”
“He has a great IQ both on the court and off the
court,” Self says. “It’s way, way, way beyond his
years.”
That’s what separates Jackson from any old top
prospect to Self, who has seen plenty of them:
his smarts and his “competitive spirit.”

“He doesn’t have to do the things people on the
outside equate with success.”
The people on the outside haven’t seen a sports
star anything like this.
•••
Vincent Hunter sure remembers the first time he
met Josh Jackson. Hunter was the star player on
the basketball team at Consortium College Prep
in Detroit, and Jackson was a seventh-grade
kid. Hunter was enlisted to try to get Jackson to
come to Consortium.
“Yeah, Coach Al told me about this kid who
was really good. Competitive, loves to play,
works really hard,” says Hunter, who played
professionally in Greece last year and was
recently waived by the Memphis Grizzlies. “I was
recruiting him. And the first time I met him, he
told me, ‘I bet I can beat you in a dunk contest
right now.’
“I said, ‘Whoa, you’ve got to get a couple years
under your belt before you can challenge me.’
When he got to high school, he challenged me
every day in practice, to a dunk contest, one-onone, everything.”
Jackson joined Hunter at Consortium. Jackson
a freshman, Hunter a senior, they became the
stars of the team and close friends. Hunter wisely
never accepted the challenge to a dunk-off.
In February 2013, Consortium beat Dayton
Dunbar 81-44. Jackson scored 27 points and
Hunter 24. And then Jackson got the first test of
his inner switch.
“I got a call from one of my teammates saying
that Coach Al had to be taken to the hospital, and
I didn’t really think much of it at first,” Jackson
says. “I thought he was going to be OK because
all throughout the season, he’d been making
hospital trips.
“But then an hour after that, I received another
phone call that he didn’t make it. I just couldn’t
believe it. I didn’t know how to deal with it.”
He felt as if he were walking in a fog.

“He’ll go for your throat,” Self says. “He hasn’t
really surprised me from a talent standpoint. The
thing that surprised me is that he doesn’t have
to score points or shoot the ball.

“Josh came to me and talked,” Hunter says. “He
cried a little bit. We were very close. He looked up
to me so much. I’m like, ‘Wow, I’ve got to do the
right thing here and take him under my wing.’
These kids have to go to school, go to class. I
tried to take a back seat about how I was feeling.

Hunter, who had just lost the coach he had been
close to for years, says he was worried about
Jackson when Coach Al died.

“Josh was a tough kid. It was just amazing to
me. We held each other together.”
All that from a high school kid.
“People were talking about canceling games
after that,” Hunter says. “But Coach was straight
up with us that he was having heart problems.
And with Josh and me and everybody else, we
said, ‘We’re not canceling any games.’ Coach
Al didn’t cancel games while he was sick. The
tournament was coming up, and we knew that’s
not what he would have wanted from us, to
cancel games.”
“It hit us hard,” Jackson says. “But we opened
our eyes and said that Coach Al would have
wanted us to continue to keep playing, living out
his memory. So we did.”
They went right back to winning. The next
game was an 82-48 win over Dearborn Heights.
Jackson scored 18 points. He flipped the switch.
•••
At this point, Jackson was already becoming a
national name in the basketball world. Everyone
knew him, and people started wanting a piece
of him.
Hunter graduated and went on to UTEP—
getting an excited note of congratulations, he
says, from Jackson’s mom—and principal Rod
Atkins needed to hire a new basketball coach in
a community high on the prospect of having a
superstar and a possible state title for the next
season. Or two. Or three.
“For all the wrong reasons, people wanted to
coach Josh,” Atkins says. “The beauty of it was
that Josh was a good kid, a National Honor
Society kid, and my promise to his mom was
to work with him on his education. It was a
perfect storm for us. We were a little crackerjack
school. The kids called it ‘the box.’ It was a little
rectangle, and we were fortunate to be building
a new school.
“So many people applied for the job. That
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included some real numbskulls and lowlifes and
people who, for all the wrong reasons, wanted
to coach Josh. I needed to put someone in place
with strong morals and strong ethics, and not
one of those guys who wanted to hold onto
Josh’s coattails.
“I basically hired a white guy from Indiana. You
wouldn’t believe the flak I took. I was called
every name in the book.”
That white guy from Indiana was Tuomi, and
Atkins knew of Tuomi’s family coaching history.
He also liked that Tuomi was an outsider—”from
way outside,” Atkins says—who wouldn’t have
selfish designs on Jackson.

Alex Sun didn’t give it much thought. He didn’t
play basketball, didn’t watch basketball, didn’t
care about basketball and had never heard of
Josh Jackson the basketball player.

Tuomi says he worried for Jackson when he
heard. He remembered how close his former
player was with his dad.

“I thought he was just a normal kid who played
basketball. We just clicked.”

“I saw Josh at his father’s funeral and
procession,” Tuomi says. “He was hurt in terms
of how he was coping with it.”

Thanks to YouTube, Tuomi was able to watch
video of Jackson before he moved to Detroit.
His first thought?

“He would help me with my math,” Sun says.

“Wow! This kid’s a freshman?”

Why did Jackson leave Detroit and Consortium
right after winning state? He says he wanted to
find a higher level of basketball competition to
work out against. He found it in a new basketball
academy in Napa called Prolific Prep.

“I would try to cater a drill to produce a different
result, but...Josh is just not OK with losing.”
But it wasn’t just the neighborhood that looked
at Tuomi with suspicion.
“It was a lot of guys on the team,” Jackson says.
“There was a little bit of animosity between us
and him. Eventually, that went away. He turned
out to be a really great coach.”
Yes, animosity and discomfort disappear when
you play the way the team did. Behind Jackson,
Consortium won state.
The Josh Jackson legend was off and running,
and his life was stabilizing.
•••
In the fall of 2014, word got around the dorms at
Justin-Siena High in Napa, California, that a new
student would be looking for a roommate. The
kid was a good basketball player.
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“We miss him, but we’re still here.”

“He came to the dorms, saw me and said, ‘Hey,
I’m going to be best friends with this guy,’” Sun
says. “I said, ‘OK. Cool.’

They would be roommates that year and hang
out together. Sun says it might have looked a
little funny, a 6’8” African-American hanging out
all the time with, as Sun describes himself, “a
little Asian guy.” But they were always together,
at the cafeteria, playing pingpong.

“And then I got to work with him,” Tuomi
says. “I just had no idea somebody could be
that competitive. Oh, my God. He’s the most
competitive person I’ve ever coached or seen.
He’s insanely competitive. It didn’t matter what
the objective of a drill was; if there was a winner
and a loser, there would be blood. He was going
to win.

had to continue our lives and continue to try to
live for him and remember the things he taught
me.

Prolific is a top college prep basketball academy
that doesn’t have a school but has a relationship
with Justin-Siena and a few other schools. It’s a
collection of top national players. Jackson would
go to high school during the day at Justin-Siena
and then work on basketball the rest of the time.
Napa was much quieter than Detroit, too, and
Jackson says he immediately felt comfortable.
So...new home, new best friend, new basketball
challenges.
And then he was playing a tournament in Las
Vegas over the holidays when his mom told him
his dad had died of a heart attack.
“It was definitely not expected,” Jackson says.
“He wasn’t in the best shape, but we didn’t see
it coming. It was really hard. The person I really
counted on most was my mom. At this time, I
had to be there for her, too. It was different.
“We were both in a different place, and it kind of
messed us up. I haven’t seen my mom cry many
times. My mom’s a tough woman, so to see her
cry was real big.
“But we got through it. We both knew that we

Tuomi also pointed out that on a lower level,
Jackson had had one basketball coach in the
seventh grade, another one in eighth, Anderson
and then an interim in ninth, himself in 10th and
then another new one at Prolific Prep in 11th—
not to mention different AAU coaches along the
way.
“There was a day a week that he and his
stepdad made a point of spending time together.
I don’t remember exactly, but they would eat on
Sundays at 5 o’clock or something. They made
time to spend together. He was the one person
who was always there throughout this revolving
door [of male figures] in Josh’s life.”
•••
About six months later, Jackson was in Greece
with the U.S. under-19 team. If his memory
serves, it was a couple of hours before they were
to play in the championship game when he was
told:
His cousin and friend, Sam King, had been
murdered, Jackson says—shot after an
argument with friends.
“I don’t really know what it was related to,”
Jackson says. “Senseless violence to me.”
Ferguson remembers the look on Jackson’s
face in the hotel that day. Understand that as
a top prospect, Jackson traveled around for all
sorts of All-Star teams and games, including
the McDonald’s All-American Game in Chicago.
What happens is that a core group of the top
stars bond. They might not live in the same parts
of the country, but they form a sort of traveling
community and get close on the road.
Even today, Ferguson, a rookie pro in Australia,
says that he and Jackson, a freshman at Kansas,
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talk every day.
But that day in Greece, Ferguson was shaken to
see his friend’s face.
“I never saw Josh cry before, ever in my life,”
Ferguson says. “Usually, he’s an outgoing guy,
always excited no matter what time it is. At that
time, he wasn’t talking. We knew something was
wrong.”
They asked what happened.
“He said, ‘My cousin. I just found out my cousin
died.’ He needed someone to lean on. We just
helped him out. It was silent for a quick second,
and then we started talking to him: ‘Everything’s
all right. He’s in a better place.’ All that.”
What Ferguson remembers almost as well was
the look on Jackson’s face during the game that
night.
“I don’t know how he did it,” Ferguson says. “I
wouldn’t have been able to play, to be honest. I’d
be so shook.

switch, or beautiful mind, these types of losses
will change you. They should, too.

Oh yeah?

“I definitely began to think about potential
people I could lose in my life,” Jackson says. “It
made me start to appreciate the people around
me more, tell them I love them more.

Ferguson laughed out loud when he was told
what Hunter said about his first meeting with
Jackson, that he challenged him to a dunk
contest.

“I never got the chance to tell my cousin I loved
him.”

“I can’t even tell you how many times Josh has
challenged me to a dunk contest,” Ferguson
says. “Every time I see him, he’s got something
new he wants to show me. He says, ‘I can beat
you now.’ I say, ‘Stop. You can’t. You’ve got one
move.’ One time, he came back with no shoes on
and says, ‘Between the legs, no shoes.’ Just his
socks. I’m like ‘Josh...just talking.’”

It changed him in some ways. In other ways, it
didn’t.
Philippe Doherty, founder of Prolific Prep with
Jeremy Russotti, says when Jackson came back
for his senior year—after Greece—he was still
aggressive on the court and sweet off it. After
games, Jackson would get ice for his knees
then come back and sit on the bench while little
kids from the crowd messed around with him,
climbing all over him.
“Josh was like a human jungle gym,” Doherty
says.
The tragedies haven’t broken him.

“After that long talk with us, he went to a
different focus. Josh was more focused than
ever. He had this aggressive mindset on the
court, but he definitely wasn’t angry at all. It was
just a mindset.
“Definitely his mind is different from everybody
else.”
Jackson says he considered leaving the team
and coming home. But the next game was the
gold-medal game. For this ultimate gamer, it was
the perfect outlet.
“I did consider it [leaving], but then I felt after he
passed away that I had another reason to go out
and live my dream,” Jackson says. “He wouldn’t
have wanted me to make him an excuse. It made
me think about the reasons I’m out here doing
what I’m doing, playing basketball, being the
best I can be. I had to come out and be focused.”
The switch flipped. In his hardest times,
Jackson’s mind went to work. He had 10 points
and eight rebounds in the U.S.’s 79-71 win over
Croatia.
•••
No matter what type of focus you have, or

With his mind, they never had a chance.
“He definitely had his moments,” says Kysre
Gondrezick, Jackson’s longtime girlfriend and
a basketball player at Michigan. “But he never
had a major setback. We all react differently. He
never shut down. Ever. That’s one thing I admire
about him.
“We’ve had our talks, but he’s always just moving
forward. With him, it’s more finding the positive
inside the negative. And he’s always thinking,
‘How can I get better?’ Not just in basketball,
but through everything. He’s a very deep thinker.
He’s always processing things.”

So it’s not just chess and basketball. Dunk
contests, too.
Like Hunter, Ferguson also never has agreed to
do one.
Jackson keeps looking for a game. And if it’s
not basketball, dunking or chess, it’s his iPad.
Everyone who knows him says he plays it
nonstop.
“Yeah, but not like killing-zombie games,” Tuomi
says.
So what does he play? “He downloads these
weird, crazy games that play with your mind,”
Gondrezick says.
Jackson thinks those games translate to
basketball, a sport of nonstop thinking. “As
smart as you are when it comes to the game, the
better you’re going to be,” he says.
Says Gondrezick, “His mind is always going,
always thinking: What’s coming next?”
So what is coming next?

Gondrezick says she remembers Jackson’s dad
giving him things to do, and Jackson responding,
“Yes, sir.” She says Josh and his cousin were
“always together—truly best friends.” And she
credits Jackson’s mom for being his support.
Yes, Jackson has his mom, his girlfriend, his
traveling community of friends. But he has found
it within, too.

Probably stardom at Kansas and then in the NBA.
But truth is: For this beautiful mind, it doesn’t
matter. He’s game for anything.

Bleacher Report
Greg Couch
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“The average 18-, 19-year-old doesn’t act the
way he does,” Gondrezick says. “What’s normal
for a guy his age doesn’t fascinate him.”
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Brought up on Kansas basketball, walk-on Tyler Self prepared for only start
Lawrence Journal-World
Benton Smith
Feb. 26, 2017
As the son of head coach Bill Self, Tyler Self grew
up in Lawrence absorbing Kansas basketball on
a number of levels. The program has been a part
of Tyler’s existence for so long he can remember
what it was like to see the Jayhawks come up
short of a Big 12 title at the completion of a
regular season.
While obviously not as intricately involved as
his father, Tyler, since the elder Self became
KU’s head coach nearly 14 years ago, has felt
as much a member of the KU basketball family
as anyone. It gives the walk-on guard a unique
outlook ahead of Monday’s home finale versus
Oklahoma (8 p.m., ESPN), which doubles as
Senior Night for Tyler, Frank Mason III and
Landen Lucas.
“I don’t know how much insight,” Tyler said,
when asked how being around the program
since the age of 9 shaped his point of view,
“but it definitely brings passion and love for the
university, for the team. I try to share that as
much as anything.”
For the first time since his days of playing for
Free State High, Tyler, a 6-foot-2, 170-pound
12th man for the Jayhawks (26-3 overall, 14-2
Big 12), will trot on to the floor after hearing his
name announced as a member of the starting
five with Mason, Lucas, Devonte’ Graham and
Josh Jackson.
A fifth-year senior (he received a medical redshirt for 2013-14 after appearing in 11 games
as a true freshman), Tyler doesn’t know what
thoughts will go through his head just before
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the opening tip, as a first-time starter in his final
game at Allen Fieldhouse.
“I’m sure I’ll be excited. I’m sure it’ll be a oncein-a-lifetime experience,” he said. “I’m looking
forward to it.”
As a fieldhouse favorite with only 25 career
shot attempts on his statistical profile (and six
makes), Tyler could come out firing without
annoying too many people — other than maybe
his father — in the opening minutes against
Oklahoma. However, he indicated he won’t force
the issue or enter his lone career start with a “let
it fly” approach on offense.
“If I have an open shot,” he countered, “I’ll take
it.”
Given Tyler only has spent 86 minutes on the
court in 42 cameo appearances over the course
of the past four-plus years, it’s doubtful any
of his teammates would care if he came out
looking to score — he enters the game with 14
career points.
“Great kid,” Lucas said of Tyler. “Somebody who
I’ve enjoyed being with. He’s my roommate,
and to go through five years with him has been
awesome.”
Mason, too, respects what Tyler and junior walkons Clay Young and Tucker Vang contribute to the
program.
“He works really hard at practice,” Mason said
of Tyler, “helps us get better, and when it’s his
opportunity to get out there in a game, he’ll be
ready, and I can’t wait for that to come.”
Just like his more renowned teammates, Mason

and Lucas, Tyler will not only get to start, but
also deliver a senior speech to the KU faithful,
following the Big Monday meeting with OU. The
coach’s son hinted he would keep things light
and not attempt to bring Bill to tears, in the
fashion of Jamari Traylor’s farewell address a
year ago — “Jamari’s story is pretty incredible,”
Tyler said, “and he’s so loved at this university,
I think he kind of touched everybody’s hearts.”
A spectator at so many other KU Senior Nights,
Tyler knows his monologue shouldn’t stretch
on for too long. Asked which duration would be
more lengthy — his speech or his playing time
to open the game — the backup guard remained
optimistic.
“Hopefully my minutes,” a smiling Tyler
responded. “Hopefully. I know Evan (Manning)
last year went for five or six. He played great. …
I’m excited, though.”
A KU graduate student who this past
spring earned a bachelor’s degree in sport
management, Tyler predicted his Senior Night
might feel slightly different for him, mother
Cindy and Bill, because he has been around
the program longer than even assistant Kurtis
Townsend, but characterized it as his “little 15
minutes of fame.”
The walk-on’s father is looking forward to the
experience, as well.
“It’ll be great,” KU coach Bill Self said. “Even
though he’s been here for five years (as a player),
he’s really not been here for five years — he’s
been here for (14) years, or whatever, as part of
it.”
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Joining Jayhawks like returning home for KU freshman Mitch Lightfoot
Lawrence Journal-World
Chris Duderstadt
Oct. 28, 2016
Kansas freshman Mitch Lightfoot moved from
Kansas City, Mo. to Gilbert, Ariz. at the age of 5,
but his roots stuck with him while growing up in
the Southwest.
One thing was his love for KU basketball. At the
Kansas basketball team’s media day earlier this
month, the 6-foot-8 forward listed Cole Aldrich,
Nick Collison and Thomas Robinson as post
players he enjoyed watching during his youth, as
well as guard Mario Chalmers.
Although Lightfoot was unable to see Chalmers’
game-tying three-pointer to force overtime in
the 2008 national championship game in real
time, he remembers the night of KU’s 75-68 win
over Memphis very well.
“Funny story about the shot is that my parents
made me go to bed at halftime because I had
to go to school the next day. We were down
and they were thinking we were not in the best
situation and then we come back and win it, of
course,” Lightfoot said. “I was an upset little
8-year old at that point in time. That was funny.”
As Lightfoot’s own hoops career started to take
off, he orally committed to play at New Mexico
during his sophomore season at Gilbert Christian,
but quickly realized he was just scratching
the surface of his potential and re-opened his
recruiting after his junior campaign.

“I felt like I kind of committed a little bit too early.
I didn’t take my time and really see all of the
options and look at all of the doors and look at
everything I could,” he said. “I opened it up and
played my butt off, and now I’m at Kansas. I kind
of benefited from that a little bit.”
Even with the University of Arizona nearby,
Lightfoot’s decision to commit to KU last October
was an easy one.
“It was so hard to say no because they (Arizona)
were so close to home,” Lightfoot said of
rejecting the Wildcats. “But, for me, this is home.
This is my home away from home. I have all of
my family out here. The people out here are so
easy to get along with. I love everything about
Kansas, and that’s why I’m here.”
Lightfoot is a part of a freshman class that
includes Josh Jackson and Udoka Azubuike,
both of whom were McDonald’s All-Americans.
While Lightfoot — who was the Gatorade
Arizona Player of the Year last season — also
comes to KU as a highly-touted prep player, he’s
found that college hoops is a different beast.
“It’s been the biggest competition of my life.
Every practice, you go to war,” Lightfoot said.
“Everyone is fighting for playing time and
everyone is fighting to make each other better
and make the team better. In the end, it’s we,
not I. Anything I can do to help my teammates
get better — whether that be Carlton (Bragg),
Landen (Lucas), Udoka, anyone — (I) just try
to help them get better and push them to their
limits and beyond.”

With Bragg and Lucas projected to be in the
starting lineup when KU opens its season with an
exhibition match-up with Washburn on Tuesday,
Lightfoot has been trying to take in as much
knowledge as possible from the two returners.
Along with learning a few post moves from
Lucas and Bragg, Lightfoot has embraced the
opportunity to challenge himself academically.
Lightfoot originally planned to study engineering,
but, because of scheduling conflicts, he switched
his major to finance.
“I went from one thing that was really tough to
another thing that was really tough,” Lightfoot
said. “All of the engineering classes, the times of
the classes really didn’t match up for when we
had practice and stuff. I’m in finance now and
taking a bunch of those courses.”
Conner Teahan is the most recent KU basketball
player to graduate with a finance degree. Teahan
— who played for the Jayhawks from 20072012 — is now a financial advisor for Merrill
Lynch in Kansas City, and Lightfoot is aspiring
to follow a similar career path after his playing
days are over.
“They talked to me about how there was an explayer who was the only other finance major and
he’s dealing with people who only make seven
figures and stuff like that,” Lightfoot said. “It’s a
challenge, but I’ve always enjoyed a challenge.
Otherwise I wouldn’t be here at KU.”
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KU’s Tyler Self looks forward to first career start, Senior Night festivities
Kansas City Star
Gary Bedore
Feb. 26, 2017
LAWRENCE -- Tyler Self admits he might become
a bit emotional walking onto James Naismith
Court with his dad, Bill, and mom, Cindy, amid a
shower of flowers tossed his way during Senior
Night introductions before Monday’s KansasOklahoma game at Allen Fieldhouse.
Self, a fifth-year senior guard out of Lawrence’s
Free State High, could conceivably break down
and cry after the contest while delivering a short
speech to 16,300 fans sure to stay in their seats
to hear comments from KU’s outgoing players.
He is 100 percent sure about only one thing:
He will be fully focused for the 8 p.m. tipoff as
he makes his first — and last — start as a
Jayhawk.
“I doubt it’ll be the same as my other
appearances,” Self said. He has played 86
minutes in 42 games in his college career,
usually entering after fans chant his name near
the end of lopsided victories.
“Getting to start will be a special moment I’m
sure. It’ll be a bittersweet moment,” Self added
of opening with fellow seniors Landen Lucas
and Frank Mason in their final home games at
KU. “But everybody will be ready to go. I don’t
think any of us seniors would want to go out with
anything but a win on our last night. I’m pretty
sure everybody will be jacked up, ready to play.”
KU coach Bill Self said Tyler, per Senior Night
tradition, will start next to Mason and Lucas,
as well as freshman Josh Jackson and junior
Devonté Graham. Regular starter Svi Mykhailiuk
will come off the bench on this one, special
occasion.
“I’m excited, but it’s kind of sad since it’ll
definitely be the last home game I’ll be part of,”
said Self, who has scored five points on 2-of-9
shooting and dished out three assists against six
turnovers in 10 games in his senior season. For
his career, he’s scored 14 points with 10 assists,
19 turnovers and seven rebounds.
Senior Night can definitely be sad for the
honorees, who on occasion, shed tears.
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Last year, for instance Jamari Traylor broke
down and wept during his Senior Night speech.

think him stepping up there set the tone for our
season.

“I haven’t really thought about it yet. I could see
it happening, especially during the speeches,”
Tyler said of one or more members of the senior
trio sobbing.

“One of my favorite memories from practice
with Landen,” Self continued, “was when he and
Tarik Black (former KU center now in the NBA)
were getting into it one day. It was kind of a
heavyweight battle going back and forth.”

When asked which senior would be most likely
to succumb to emotion, he said, “I don’t know. I
could. I possibly could. I don’t know.”

Mason and Lucas have their memories of Tyler
Self, whose main contributions have come
during practice when leading the scout team.

Tyler Self said it’s been a joy being in the same
class as forward Lucas, from Portland, Ore., as
well as guard Mason, from Petersburg, Va.

“He’s a great kid, somebody I’ve enjoyed being
with,” Lucas said. “To go through five years with
him has been awesome.”

“I think we have a little bit of everything in this
class,” Tyler said. “Everybody kind of brings
something different to the table. As a senior I’ve
tried to step up and lead and coach the young
guys as much as I can, bring my experience and
knowledge to the team and help move them
along as quickly as possible, try to get everybody
ready for the biggest stage.”

“He contributes a lot, works hard at practice,
helps us get better,” Mason said. “When his
opportunity comes to get out there in the game,
he’ll be ready. I can’t wait for that opportunity to
come for him (Monday).”

Self and Lucas are roommates who both
graduated last May and are pursuing master’s in
business administration.
“Landen is a smart kid who definitely understands
the game and the way we try to play here. Every
day he’s trying to help the younger guys see it
through his eyes,” Tyler said.
Mason, a lock for Big 12 player of the year and
strong candidate for national player of the year,
“has been unbelievable not only scoring the ball
but leading our team. He’s done everything he
can to help us win. It seems every time we need
a big shot he’s there to make one,” Tyler stated.
Self pinpointed one thing he’ll remember the
most about both Mason and Lucas.
“When Frank hit that game-winner against
Duke, that was a pretty special moment,” Self
said of Mason’s converting at the end of KU’s 7775 win over Duke on Nov. 15 in New York. “It was
kind of big for our team (which is 26-3 overall
and 14-2 in the Big 12, compared to Oklahoma’s
10-18, 4-12 mark). I think it could have been a
turning point either way that game after the way
the first one went (an overtime loss to Indiana). I

As far as future opportunities, Self said he’s not
yet decided if he wants to become a coach, like
his father, or remain in basketball in some other
capacity. Lucas and Mason have designs on
playing pro ball, but Tyler is through after this
season.
“I get asked about that more and more as this
season is winding down. It’s something I kind of
want to wait and feel out after the season is over,
just give the rest of this year my all then go from
there,” he said.
He desperately wants a national championship
to cap a career in which he’s had no regrets.
“It’s been a demanding five years,” Tyler said.
“It’s kind of worn on my body, but it’s nothing
I’d ever change. Having the opportunity to run
through this tunnel, play in the fieldhouse and be
a member of the team … I’d do it again if I could.
“I knew it was different (from high school) the
first time I played pick-up in the summer coming
in. Everybody is an athlete. Everybody is strong.
Everybody is talented. It wasn’t shocking to
me by any means, but I could easily tell the
difference in the change of pace, change of style,
change of athlete.”
Not as physically gifted as the scholarship
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KU’s Tyler Self looks forward to first career start, Senior Night festivities
[continued]
players, walk-on Tyler
contributed, his dad says.

has

undoubtedly

“He’s actually my all-time favorite player,
although we’ve had some good ones,” Bill Self
said. “He graduated, stuck around a fifth year to
work on his MBA. He’s been a great teammate.
He’s put his stamp on the program.
“This place means a lot to Tyler,” Self added.
“This is all he knows. This is what he’s grown up
on. Landen … the way he’s grown, and Frank to
come from where he has been to now, it will be
a fun night. I think it’ll be one of the best Senior
Nights we’ve had and we’ve had a lot of great
ones. I think there will be a lot of emotion in the
building.”
The postgame speeches will be short, Bill said.

Mason, who has said he wishes his college
career could go on indefinitely, may be too
emotional to speak for long.
“I”m not ready,” Mason said of his career
soon coming to an end. “I’m not ready. I’m just
enjoying the last few days before Monday gets
here, taking it day by day. Whatever happens
Monday …” he added, his voice trailing off.
One of KU’s more quotable players, Lucas noted:
“Maybe I’ll use it more as a thank you to the
people who’ve helped me.
“If you want to sum up a career, maybe write a
book later on,” he added with a laugh.

“It’s been an incredible experience getting
to hang out with my dad every day while also
playing basketball for Kansas,” Tyler said.
“It’s awesome and something we’ve enjoyed.
We came into it trying to have a player/coach
relationship. Off the court it’s father/son. I think
it’s worked well.”
Dad actually has a softer side, Tyler said.
“I think most outsiders see how intense he can
be at games. In the film room, locker room,
on the court he’s a player’s coach. He’s built
relationships with all the guys,” he said.
Including his son, his “all-time favorite Kansas
player.”

Yes, there will be laughter as well as tears
Monday night.

Kansas City Star
Gary Bedore
“Tyler … he can’t go more than three or four Everybody’s wondering what Tyler will say about
Feb. 26, 2017
(minutes),” Bill said with a laugh.
his dad.
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From Coach Self’s camps to Coach Self’s practices
Rock Chalk Weekly
Kara Kahn
Jan. 18, 2017
Every young Kansas fan has dreamt about playing
basketball as a Jayhawk in Allen Fieldhouse.
Although most will never get the chance, junior
guard Clay Young is living that dream.
Born in 1994 and raised just 30 miles outside of
Lawrence in Lansing, Kansas, Young has been
a Jayhawk since birth. Growing up watching
KU legends like Mario Chalmers and local hero
Wayne Simien play, he has been in love with the
men’s basketball program since he was a child.
“I remember coming to games since I was seven
or eight years old,” Young said. “I was a Jayhawk
fan as long as I can remember. My parents raised
me like that.”
Both of Young’s parents are Jayhawk fans, and
his mother, Teresa Young, attended the University
of Kansas to earn her master’s degree.
Besides being among the 16,300 fans inside
of Allen Fieldhouse on any given gameday, his
parents sent Young to basketball camps at KU
when he was a child.
“His roots run deep with the Jayhawks,” Teresa
said. “He attended Coach Self’s camps for
several years when he was growing up.”
Being KU fans isn’t the only common theme that
runs through the Young family. Young’s brother,
Trevor Young, and father, Tom Young, both played
college basketball, while his mother played
softball during her college career. Trevor followed
in Young’s footsteps and played at Kansas City
Community College while both Tom and Teresa
were athletes at Baker University. With such
athleticism running in the family, Young was
expected to be a college athlete.
“I think from a young age we invested so much
time in basketball and other sports,” Young said.
“The goal was to play in college.”
Young spent the majority of his youth in Lansing
playing baseball, basketball, football and soccer.
He eventually settled on focusing solely on
basketball when entering high school.
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“Basketball was a lot more fun and I was seeing
more success in basketball,” Young explained of
his choice.
At Lansing High School, Young was a fouryear starter for head coach Rod Briggs. During
his career for the Lancers, the 6-foot-5 guard
averaged 6.3 points, 3.5 rebounds and 1.2
assists per game. Throughout the years, Young
continued to improve and drew the attention of
college scouts with his play on the court. His
senior season was very successful, one which
saw him average 9.0 points, 6.5 rebounds and
1.5 assists in leading his team to the KSHAA
Class 5A state title game in 2013. For his efforts,
Young was named first-team All-Kaw Valley
League and earned all-state honorable mention
recognition.
Upon the conclusion of his high school days on
the hardwood for Lansing, Young was offered
and accepted a scholarship to play basketball for
Kansas City Community College (KCCC), which
was close to home and came at no cost.
“I had a ton of NAIA (National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics) offers and some (from)
other junior colleges. That’s eventually why I
chose that JUCO (KCCC),” Young said. “It was
close to home, my parents could watch me play
and I could get a scholarship at a higher level
school after my two years there.”
Young’s parents were happy with his choice to
start out at Kansas City Community College.
“We were pleased he chose a community college
so he would get lots of playing time his freshman
and sophomore years,” Teresa said.
After a successful freshman season in which
he averaged 10 points and 5.6 rebounds per
game and blocked a total of 17 shots, Young was
optimistic of his chances of playing at a bigger
program after his sophomore year.
Unfortunately, Young’s plans to earn a scholarship
to a Division II school were cut short. Just five
games into his sophomore season, Young tore
the ACL (Anterior Cruciate Ligament) in his left
knee.
“I knew I wasn’t done, but it was really hard on
me, that uncertainty,” Young said of the injury.

“You’re at a junior college and you just don’t
know for sure.”
However, it was that uncertainty which ultimately
led Young to become a Jayhawk. Young had the
opportunity to play a third year at KCCC after
taking a medical redshirt for the remainder of his
sophomore season, but decided that it was time
to look elsewhere. Young expressed interest to
his coach, Kelley Newton, about walking on at a
school with a bigger basketball program.
“He asked me where and I said if I could try
anywhere, I would try KU,” Young said of his
conversation with his JUCO coach.
Through some old connections with Bill Self
and other Kansas coaches, Newton was able to
arrange a meeting for Young.
Young’s mother and father were supportive of his
decision to walk on, but were worried about the
uncertainty of it.
“The scary part was that we didn’t know for sure
he would be chosen until after all the other teams
were filled,” Teresa said. “If it didn’t work out, he
wouldn’t have been able to play at any school
last year. It was a leap of faith and it worked out.”
That leap of faith ended up being a successful
one. A few weeks after tryouts, Young found
out that he would be a member of the Kansas
basketball team starting with the 2015-16
season. He knew his young Jayhawk dreams
were beginning to come true.
“It was pretty crazy, it was unreal,” Young said.
“I couldn’t believe it honestly. I remember being
super excited and blown away that this might be
a real thing. And it ended up happening.”
Young’s family was also excited when hearing
the big news. Receiving the phone call from their
son late at night, it was not the news they were
expecting.
“When he said he was going to be a Jayhawk
for sure, we were thrilled and very proud,” said
Teresa. “I don’t think any of us went back to
sleep that night. We are all honored to be a part
of the great tradition of Jayhawk basketball.”
After finding out that being a member of the
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team could be a reality, the decision to accept
the offer was simple.
“It was always the dream to come to KU as
a student, but obviously I wanted to play
basketball,” Young said. “I never thought that
basketball and KU would go together.”
Young has taken on his role being both a student
and a walk-on member of the Kansas Jayhawks
with great pride. He mentioned that it has taken
some adjusting to, but he wouldn’t want it any
other way.
“When I played in high school and junior college
I played the whole game, every game,” Young

said. “It was definitely a big change, but I knew
coming into this that this would be the scenario
and I wouldn’t change a thing. It’s an amazing
opportunity just being on the team is more than
I can ask for.”

But this year I’m a lot more comfortable.”

Now in his second year as a Jayhawk, Young
considers all of his teammates close friends and
has adjusted to being a student-athlete at KU.

“We are proud of the role model he has become,”
Teresa said. “Especially for kids from Kansas
that all have the same dream he had growing up
to be a Jayhawk!”

“I think last year right when got here, just
realizing and playing with this caliber of talent at
first (was intimidating),” Young said. “Especially
after sitting out a year there was a big adjustment
from the previous level I played at, so it took me
a little while to adjust and get the game speed.

Although there were some bumps along the
road, Young is thankful and incredibly happy with
where he ended up, and so is his family.

Rock Chalk Weekly
Kara Kahn
Jan. 18, 2017
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From the beginning to the end
Rock Chalk Weekly
Sydney Tilson
Nov. 9, 2016
Tyler Self hasn’t always been fond of the
University of Kansas. When Tyler was nine years
old living in Champaign, Illinois, his father, Bill
Self, coached the men’s basketball team at the
University of Illinois and Tyler actually admitted
that he “despised” Kansas.
Bill Self was the head coach at the University of
Illinois for three years (2000-03) after coaching
at Oral Roberts University (1993-97) and Tulsa
University (1997-2000). He led the Fighting Illini
team to a 53-17 record, a share of the Big Ten
title, and the second-most winningest history
during his second season at Illinois.
When the elder Self and the Fighting Illini played
Kansas and Roy Williams in the Sweet 16 during
the 2002 NCAA Tournament, the Jayhawks came
out on top with a 73-69 win. During this time the
Jayhawks had players who later went on to be
successful in the National Basketball Association
(NBA) such as Kirk Hinrich, Nick Collison and
Drew Gooden.
“I could not stand those guys,” Tyler Self said
laughing.
Two years later, when his family excitedly
announced that his dad had accepted the head
coach position at the University of Kansas, Tyler
didn’t exactly share the same enthusiasm as the
rest of his family did.
After the move to Kansas, when Tyler was
visiting his father’s office for the first time, he
recalls when he first met Nick Collison, who’s
now a forward for the Oklahoma City Thunder.
When Collison first saw Tyler, he immediately
introduced himself, asked him about school and
what he liked to do, and then invited him to go
shoot baskets with him in the Fieldhouse.
At that moment, Tyler, who was 11 at the time,
did a “complete 180.” His negative perceptions
of KU and its star players had completely
vanished. After getting to know all the players,
he not only respected them for their basketball
ability, but for their genuine, playful character as
well. These former players became Tyler’s role
models while growing up in Lawrence as a child.
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Tyler came to Allen Fieldhouse as much as he
could growing up. He was always in attendance
for the games, was present at most of the
practices, and hung out in the offices after
school and on weekends.
“I was lucky to be able to spend a lot of time
around the program and the former players. I
just fell in love with the whole university,” said
Tyler.
After befriending the players and being around
the university more, the move from Illinois to
Kansas became an easier transition for Tyler.
Fast-forward to 10 years later, Tyler never
thought he would be playing basketball at the
University of Kansas for his father, Bill Self. The
elder Self had never been Tyler’s official coach
growing up, but he was always on the sidelines
cheering Tyler on and stepping in behind the
scenes.
“I never really thought that maybe I would be on
one of his teams but I did know that he would
always be my coach,” Tyler explained.
A few days after his graduation from Free State
High School, Tyler accepted his father’s offer to
join the men’s basketball team at the University
of Kansas as a walk-on player.
“My dad made it known that he wanted me to
[play] but he left the decision completely up to
me. Nothing pressed on me or anything like that
but we talked about it quite a bit coming in and
he made it known that he did want me to play
but the decision was completely left up to me,”
said Tyler.
“He told Cindy and me that he was committing
to KU at a Mexican restaurant,” said Bill Self
laughing. “The whole thing was pretty funny.”
“They were both kind of surprised. I think they
both said, ‘Really’? at the same time,” said
Tyler Self in an interview with Gary Bedore, a
long-time sports journalist who covers Kansas
basketball, reflecting on stating his intentions to
play basketball for KU.
“Having been around the program and knowing
how prestigious the basketball team has been
over the years. That was really my main deciding

factor,” said Tyler.
The past four years playing at KU have allowed
Tyler and his father to spend more time with
each other than ever before. Now they see each
other every day whether in practice, watching
film, or traveling to their next game.
“Having my dad as a coach has been icing on
the cake. Being able to spend time together, that
wasn’t really there when I was younger…it’s just
been awesome,” said Tyler.
Many people get caught up in the situation
where the demands of their job limits time with
their family. But Self values his family more than
his job.
“The job is important, but not more important
than your kids,” said Self.
Both Self and Tyler agree that the past four
years spent at KU together have helped their
relationship grow. However, even though they
have both been given the opportunity to spend
more time with each other, they don’t maintain
the same personal relationship on the court as
they do off the court.
“We want our relationship on the court to be
player and coach, just to keep the respect of
my teammates and just be looked as one of
my teammates and not be looked at as one the
coaches’ kids. That was important to me, earning
my teammates respect. And that was one way in
order to do that,” said Tyler.
“With the guys he’s a player, but I get the chance
to see him enough where he’s not a player in
many different situations. That’s been huge. He’s
always been able to separate (the two aspects).
What happens within our team is totally different
than what happens outside our team. That’s one
of the reasons why the players respect him and
like him so much is because they know they can
trust him,” said Self.
It’s no secret that there is nowhere else in the
nation quite like Allen Fieldhouse. Famous
sportscasters such as Dick Vitale and Jay Bilas
have declared it “the best place to play college
basketball in America.” The Marlin’s man, who’s
been to 70 NBA Finals games and over 200
NBA playoff games, described a game in Allen
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Fieldhouse as “the best basketball experience”
he’s ever been to.
And it’s been exactly that for Tyler Self.
Every venue he has played at has never even
competed with Allen Fieldhouse. The first time
he stepped on the court was in front of 16,300
people during Late Nite in 2013. Tyler was in
total shock, although part of that was due to his
nerves for dancing.
“Being in the stands hundreds of times and
watching games and feeling the crowd, it’s
just a completely different experience being on
the court and hearing the crowd and seeing
everybody,” Tyler said.
This year, just like any other year, the Jayhawks
face high expectations. Last year, the team went
33-5 while achieving its 12th consecutive Big
12-Conference regular-season title and claimed
the Big 12 Championship title in Kansas City.
Their season ended in the Elite Eight with a loss
to Villanova, the eventual National Champions.
“Expectations are still the same. The faces
change, but like our coaches say, the
expectations stay the same no matter who’s

here at the program,” said senior Frank Mason
III in an interview with Matt Tait of the Lawrence
Journal- World.
When it comes to the team’s chemistry, Tyler can
attest that the player’s personalities have mixed
well thus far.
“We’ve meshed well together and we’ve only
been practicing together a short period of time.
I think that we all get along really well. It’ll be a
team that has good chemistry in my opinion,”
said Tyler.
Last May, Self graduated with a degree in
Sport Management and has recently started
working toward a master’s degree in business
administration. Since he can attain the degree
online, he will be able to get one year done while
playing and will finish the program next year. As
for Self’s future career plans, he’s still undecided.
“I’m not really sure exactly what I want to do. I do
want to do something that involves basketball.
It’s where my passion is. It’s what I know. I don’t
know what vicinity that will be whether it’s
coaching or administration. But as of now I don’t
think that I want to coach, at least not right out of

college but I definitely want to do something with
basketball,” Tyler explained.
Whatever those future plans may hold, Tyler
plans to come back to Allen Fieldhouse for
games and practices and help out in anyway
possible for the Jayhawks.
Next year will be a big change for Tyler, but also
for his dad as well. Coach Self said he’s going
to miss a lot things about his son including his
sarcasm, insightfulness and intellect.
“There are a lot of things I’ll miss but the biggest
thing is just being around him everyday,” said
Bill Self.
While Tyler has experienced impressive
moments in his collegiate basketball career such
as four consecutive Big 12 Conference titles,
an appearance in the Elite Eight, and winning
a gold medal at the World University Games in
Gwangju, Korea, this year he is hoping to make a
memories that will last a lifetime.
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Brett Hof
Feb. 22, 2017
The Kansas men’s basketball program has
produced numerous “one-and-dones” over the
last three years such as Andrew Wiggins, Joel
Embiid, Kelly Oubre Jr., and Cheick Diallo, all of
whom played one year for the Jayhawks and
went on to become first-round NBA draft picks.
The five-year player is a rarer occurrence for
the historic program, as it is for most “Power 5”
college basketball programs.
Even Perry Ellis, the ageless Jayhawk (whose
Wikipedia page at one point famously said that
he was a 73-year-old college student, was only
with the program for four years.
One of these unusual five-year players is center
Landen Lucas, a redshirt senior from Portland,
Oregon, who, for the past two years, has been a
regular in the Jayhawk starting lineup.
A redshirt means the player sits out a year, and
still has four years of eligibility available within
the five-year window. It is commonly intended
for players who need more time to learn, get
physically bigger and/or develop their game.
Being a three-star recruit and the number one
player in his home state of Oregon coming out
of high school, the last thing Lucas expected and
wanted to do was to redshirt, but after a while,
he knew that was just part of the process.
“There were a lot of people I played against, and
did well against, in high school and I saw them
go to other schools while I was redshirted and
they were playing and talking about the NBA,”
Lucas said. “It was tough, but I have always had
a belief that everything happens for a reason;
(you’ve got to) just follow the plan and the
process. I have never really worried too much
about what other people were doing.”
Once the decision was made to redshirt, Lucas
and his family found a silver lining and realized
that he would get an opportunity to get both a
bachelor’s and a master’s degree by the end of
his playing days, another rarity in the college
basketball world.
“Because my mom is a teacher, it was always
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a goal for me, one way or another, to figure
out a way to graduate,” Lucas said. “When I
redshirted, the big thing that came up was the
master’s. I figured that if I had the extra year, I
might as well take advantage of the time.”
When deciding on a major, Lucas thought he may
want to end up in the business world someday,
but did not feel he was ready to take on a
business major as an undergraduate student.
He decided on communications, but knew that
he was going to be getting a master’s degree
in his fifth year, so he decided on the Master of
Business Administration (MBA) program.
Lucas is currently enrolled in an online MBA
program through the KU School of Business.
He and fellow Jayhawk fifth-year player, Tyler
Self, who also live together, are now classmates,
enrolled in the same master’s program.
“It is nice to have somebody who is going through
the same thing,” Lucas said. “It definitely makes
the process more enjoyable.”
After he receives his MBA in the spring of 2017,
Lucas does not plan on quitting basketball any
time soon. He hopes to join the ranks of the NBA,
or follow in his father, Richard Lucas’ footsteps,
who had a long basketball career in Japan, and
play in another country.
“I am going to do whatever it takes to play in
the NBA and then if not, definitely continue to
play overseas,” Lucas said. “Regardless, I plan
on playing basketball as long as my body allows
me to.”
When his playing days are over, Lucas is keeping
his options open about where he wants his life
to go next.

“(Frank) leads by setting a tone and playing a
big part in setting that culture,” Lucas said. “We
feed off of him and everything that he does. If he
comes into practice and is really energetic, all of
a sudden, everyone else is too. It helps because
of his position being a point guard, you naturally
follow him. I would say that I will just help coach
some guys and hopefully lead by example in
some ways and throwing in my input as much
as possible.”
Earlier in his collegiate career, Lucas was
the one being mentored by veteran big men.
Now that he is the veteran, he knows that it is
important to pay it forward, and mentor the other
up-and-coming big men like sophomore Carlton
Bragg Jr., freshmen Mitch Lightfoot and Udoka
Azubuike and junior transfer Dwight Coleby.
“I feel like giving input in certain situations
is better than telling them how to do certain
things,” Lucas said. “Because my style of play
is different than others, it is not going to be the
same. I try to tell them what might work best for
them in situations and let them pick and choose
what fits into their game.”
Lucas describes the big men of Kansas
basketball as a close group, and he has gotten
the privilege of playing with some big names
such as Embiid and Diallo, as well as Tarik Black
and Jeff Withey. While they each became big
names in the NBA, during their time at KU they
were known to Lucas as just another guy on
the team that was instrumental in helping him
become the player he is today.

“I could see myself doing a lot of things, from
going into coaching or maybe going into
broadcasting,” Lucas said. “I live right next
to Nike in Portland and so I have a lot of Nike
connections that I have thought about using (my)
business (degree) to go into something at Nike.”

“Looking back, it is all these big names, but at
the time, that was just another teammate that
you battled with every day. It definitely gives
you confidence, you had your days against them
and they had their days against you and you just
went at it,” Lucas said. “To see how successful
those guys are, it gives me confidence day in and
day out, in every game and in anything moving
forward past college. Being able to play against
those guys has definitely helped me.”

While Lucas is still sporting the Crimson and
Blue, he plans to continue to lead as a senior
for the Jayhawks. While fellow senior leader
Frank Mason III leads his way, Lucas has his
own approach.

To become the Landen Lucas that has recorded
double-digit points eight times and double-digit
rebounds on 10 different occasions, as well
as recording career highs in points (18), and
rebounds (18) this season, he has learned to
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combine skills that he has with those that he
learned from the Jayhawks that have come and
gone before him.
“I think I have taken a little bit from all of them. A
lot of it I came in with my own style of play and
my own understanding of how I can do things
my way because I have to,” Lucas said. “I don’t
have the athletic ability of some of those guys
or the length and height of some of those guys.
I had to shape my own game. If I had to pick,
I would say Tarik (Black) was the most helpful
because he used his strength a lot. I took a little
from all of them but really came in with my own
style that I knew I had to use if I was going to
play at this level.”
Black, who Lucas talks to regularly, and who he
considers to be his off-the-court mentor, has
high praise for Lucas’ character and how far he
has come.
“He is very determined,” Black said. “We were
texting back and forth the other day and (we
talked about) perseverance. He proved a lot of
people wrong staying at Kansas and sticking it
out and waiting his turn. That is the true sign of
a man. I really respect that.”
The rise of Embiid during Lucas’ first year of
logging minutes for the Jayhawks is one of
the things he will always remember during his
Kansas basketball career.
“JoJo was fun to play with,” Lucas said. “The
most impressive thing about him was seeing his
growth. It was cool to play with him when he first
got here and by the time he left, he was like a
whole new player.”
While Embiid might have been his favorite
teammate to play alongside, Lucas has another
teammate that he enjoyed playing against in
practices and scrimmages.
“I enjoyed going up against Tarik because while
he was here, his strength was something he
used and it was fun to battle against him in
practice because that is something I take pride
in, using my body,” Lucas said.
Black, who has played in 45 games this season
for the Los Angeles Lakers, has his own take
about a matchup with Lucas.

“Honestly, he is better than me,” Black said. “If
you compare our senior years and we matched
up against each other as seniors, Landen might
win that matchup. He’s averaging almost a
double-double right now in conference play. He
is rebounding the heck out of the ball, he has
great touch around the basket, knows how to get
positioning. He is further along than I was, I will
say that.”

“My favorite memory would have to be the
Oklahoma triple-overtime game,” Lucas said. “It
was one of those games where you could not
really write up a better situation (Kansas was
ranked No. 1, while Oklahoma was No.2 in the
nation at the time) and to have the game play
out like that was awesome. was just happy to
be a part of it and being able to play in all the
overtimes was cool.”

In his five years as a Jayhawk, Lucas has been
on veteran teams dominated by upperclassmen,
as well as teams filled with freshmen and
transfers. He sees a distinct difference in the
how each team operates.

In the triple-overtime thriller on January 5, 2016,
where the Jayhawks defeated the Sooners, 109106, Lucas played in every minute of overtime,
scoring five points and pulling down eight
rebounds. While that game might be his favorite
memory as a Jayhawk at Allen Fieldhouse, Lucas
enjoyed playing in tough road games almost just
as much.

“(Teams with veterans) have a better
understanding of the culture here,” Lucas said.
“It was the small things like how you treat
certain situations in games, and how you handle
losses and how you handle wins.”
When Lucas was being recruited, the Jayhawks
went on a run to the national championship in
the spring of 2012, and he saw a culture that he
wanted to be a part of. He then became a part of
a veteran team his redshirt year.
“When Kansas was in the national championship,
and then the team my redshirt year with Elijah
(Johnson), Travis (Releford), Jeff (Withey) and
Kevin Young, there was definitely a culture that
they created and understood and brought along
to us young guys,” Lucas said.
It might have taken a few years, but Lucas thinks
that the 2016-17 Jayhawks are the perfect team
for him.
“Every team is built differently,” Lucas said. “This
team is built perfectly for the way I fit in because
those four guards (Mason, Devonte’ Graham,
Josh Jackson and Sviatoslav Mykhailiuk) are
so talented and capable of scoring and doing
different things, that if I just go in and worry
about the things that I do well, we end up
complementing each other very well.”
By the end of his five years, Lucas will have seen
five NCAA Tournaments, at least two Sweet 16
appearances and advanced to the Elite Eight
once, but his favorite memories as a Jayhawk all
happened in the past two seasons.

“I think the Oklahoma game (in Norman) last
year, and the Kentucky game (in Lexington)
this year are up there too,” Lucas said. “Going
into another place, especially when they have
(ESPN’s) “College GameDay” there and the
crowd is hyped all day, it is nice to go in there
and get a win.”
Someone who has seen Lucas’ rise through the
ranks of the Kansas big men, slowly, but surely,
is head coach Bill Self.
“We recruited Landen and thought he could be
a rotation player for us, and by the end of his
redshirt sophomore season he is starting for us,”
Self said. “As a junior, we couldn’t figure out who
to play, and by midway through the season he
starts and plays great the rest of the year. This
year he went into the season knowing he was
the starter and to be quite candid, he labored
early. After Udoka got hurt, he became our
starter again, which is where he deserves to be.
He deserves to be starting at Kansas.”
Self, much like West Virginia coach Bob Huggins,
who called Lucas “the most valuable guy on the
team,” has similar views about the senior center.
“The reality of it is, is that he is as important as
anyone on our team,” Self said. “He can defend
the post, he can rebound the position, he is a
good passer and he is extremely bright. I didn’t
ever think when we recruited him that if Landen
Lucas ever got two fouls in the first half it could
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be disaster, and now that is how we feel.”
After five years, not a whole lot of people know
the Kansas basketball program and what it
means to be a Jayhawk more than Lucas.
“I loved being able to be a part of something
bigger than each year’s team. After this year’s
Kentucky game, seeing all the past players that
would text and were so invested in the game
shows how much that means,” Lucas said. “It
is just so much fun to be a part of that culture;
that no matter when you went here or when you
played here, everyone is so invested in each
season and in each game.”
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Wherever Lucas ends up after he graduates in
May, he knows that he will never play in another
venue as majestic as Allen Fieldhouse or live in a
place as special as Lawrence.
“I have heard it is not the same wherever you
go,” Lucas said. “Those home games are
definitely what I will miss the most.”
Lucas also has strong feelings about the
Lawrence community.
“I am going to miss the college feel (of Lawrence).
I feel like when we are around here, it is the

ultimate college town,” Lucas said. “People are
so into basketball here and that makes it fun to
be a player for the Jayhawks.”
Whether Landen Lucas ends up becoming the
next up-and-coming NBA big man bodying up
guys in the low post, or using his MBA to be
the next top executive at Nike, Jayhawk nation
should be proud to have such a loyal member
of the Kansas basketball family who will always
have a home in Lawrence.
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It’s two o’clock on a Tuesday afternoon in Allen
Fieldhouse. It’s gameday. The entrance of the
Fieldhouse is riddled with students participating
in the long-standing tradition of camping,
hoping to get front row seats to tonight’s game
against Long Beach State University. The sound
of sneakers squeaking across the court and
basketballs slamming into the hardwood echoes
throughout the empty Fieldhouse. Outside of
the basketball managers, Frank Mason III and
Devonte’ Graham are two of the first players on
the court.
The atmosphere is calm and relaxed. Unlike the
exhilarating, unmatched roar of the Jayhawk
Nation that will overcome the calm presence in
just a few hours.
Graham and Mason shoot around and warm-up
as the rest of their teammates trickle in one by
one. Graham, with that smile that he is so well
known for, shoots the ball and then looks over
to Mason, clearly making some sort of comment
or joke. And there it is—laughter. It’s as if, in
that moment, Graham knew exactly what to do,
exactly what to say, to make the straight-faced,
ever-serious Mason crack a smile.
Most children have big dreams of what they
want to be when they grow up. The sky is the
limit—a ballerina, an astronaut, a princess, a
dragon. If it can be imagined, it’s a possibility.
For some, those dreams eventually fade away
and are replaced with something a little more
realistic. However, there are those who hold onto
their dreams beyond the innocence of childhood,
clinching onto them as if they know life is going
to eventually attempt to destroy those dreams.
Mason and Graham had big dreams growing
up. Little did they know, their dreams of playing
basketball would eventually merge and bring
them together in the historic place where the
game of basketball began.
Mason, who was born and raised in Petersburg,
Virginia, began playing basketball at a very
young age. Third grade is when Mason began
playing basketball and eventually found himself
traveling with an AAU team. Prior to AAU

basketball, Mason played elementary basketball
where he and his team found themselves playing
in tournaments. It was that phase in his life—
that phase in his basketball journey— where he
realized he was meant for this and he began to
dream big.
“When we played in our tournaments in
elementary at our local high school, I think I
used to average like 25 points,” Mason said.
“Everyone used to tell me how good I was and
how good I could be. I took it and ran with it.”
His dreams of one day playing in a larger arena
were becoming more and more of a reality
with each passing basketball game. However,
life was not going to hand Mason his dream of
playing basketball on silver platter. Growing up
in Petersburg Mason was constantly surrounded
by violence and negative influences. He and his
friends were frequently in trouble, but Mason
knew if he wanted his dream to become a reality,
he would have to take the road less traveled. His
mom, Sharon Harrison, showed him the way.
She motivated him. She taught him to believe
in himself. So, Mason held on to his dream. He
wasn’t going to let anything or anyone take it
away from him.
“She always told me I could be whatever I
wanted to be,” Mason said. “She would tell me
to get up every day and do the right things and
live the right way so I could be what I wanted to
be in life.”
About 150 miles away from Mason, in Raleigh,
North Carolina, a little boy by the name of
Devonte’ Graham also began to dream of
playing basketball, not knowing that his current
teammate was a couple of hours away with the
same big dreams, headed in the same direction.
However, much like Mason, Graham’s path
toward making his dreams a reality would not be
without its hardships. Graham was born with the
deck stacked against him. His mom, Dewanna
King, was 14 years old when she gave birth to
her son. Being a mom at 14 is task that some
might write off as impossible, but King found a
way.
At the age of four, Graham’s mom put him in a rec
league where Graham fell in love with the game
of basketball. He would later join an AAU team,
where he really began to start his development

into the athlete he is today. This is where he truly
began to dream. Growing up, Graham looked up
to athletes like Allen Iverson, Steve Francis and
Tracy McGrady. He began to watch other athletes
and even played against some of the best in the
country. He knew basketball is what he wanted
to do—it’s what he was meant to do. He wanted
to be like them, and he knew he could do it.
“I remember thinking, ‘I want to be like them,’”
Graham said. “I remember watching people in
the NBA and knowing I was going to be like them
one day.”
Both Mason and Graham would continue on
their separate paths pursuing their goals and
dreams. They even crossed paths at a brief
moment on their journey to Kansas, both vaguely
remembering a time when their AAU teams
played in the same tournament.
“I watched him play a tournament against my
older AAU squad,” Graham said.
Mason, however, remembers things a little
differently.
“We actually played against each other when
we were younger, in AAU,” Mason said. “I can’t
remember how old were, but we were really
young.”
Despite the difference in stories, it seems
inevitable that these two were meant to cross
paths.
As Graham and Mason entered high school, their
stories begin to have a sort of symmetry to them.
Even though Mason is a year ahead of Graham in
school, their stories are similar. Both young men
had exceptional high school basketball careers.
Mason was a four-year standout at Petersburg
High School, where he was named the 2012
Metro Player of the Year and helped guide his
team to two state championship appearances.
Mason scored 1,901 points during his four
years at Petersburg High School, only coming in
second to NBA Hall of Famer Moses Malone.
Graham attended Broughton High School in
Raleigh where he helped the junior varsity
team go undefeated his freshman year. He then
went on to play varsity his next three years
at Broughton and led his team to a 4A state
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championship appearance in which he averaged
15.7 points and 5.4 assists.
Both young men would head toward the end
of their senior years with opportunities to play
college basketball. Mason signed to play at
Towson University in Baltimore, Maryland, while
Graham signed a letter of intent to play for the
Appalachian State Mountaineers. These two
paths would send them in completely different
directions. Both thought that was as good as it
was going to get, but in a twist of events both
Graham and Mason made decisions that would
pull them out of their original commitments and
point them in the direction of Lawrence, Kansas.
Both young men continued to cling to that
childhood dream that life was so desperately
trying to take away.
Mason had to forego Towson University and
ended spending a year at Massanutten Military
Academy where he honed in on his basketball
skills. He helped lead the Colonels to a 30-4
record and advanced to the National Prep
Championship Elite Eight. It was during this
part of his journey where earned the attention
of colleges like Virginia Tech, South Carolina,
Louisville, Rutgers and the school that would
eventually become his home—Kansas. Before
he knew it, he was a Jayhawk. He never thought
the dreams he had as a child would bring him
to this place, a place rich with the history of the
game he loves so much.
“I had no idea that I would end up here,” Mason
said. “I thought Towson was it for me, but my
year in prep school opened up my recruitment
and gave me the opportunity to come to Kansas.”
While Mason was going through his first year
as a Jayhawk, Graham was released from his
commitment to Appalachian State and, like
Mason, he decided to attend prep school.
Graham excelled at Brewster Academy where he
led his team to the National Prep Championship
and the New England Championship. That
season, Graham averaged 17.2 points and five
assists per game, attracting the attention of the
Jayhawks, North Carolina State and Virginia.
Then, on May 2, 2014, Graham made the
decision that would finally put him and Mason
on the same court, in the same jerseys, living out
their childhood dreams--together.

106 • News Clippings

“I never thought I would end up here,” Graham
said. “It wasn’t until I went to Brewster, my extra
prep year, that I had the confidence to know that
I could actually play at a higher level.”
Mason and Graham’s individual paths have
helped shape them, mold them and groom them
into the nationally recognized duo they are today.
Although they entered KU at two different times,
they both came in with a chip on their shoulder
and a point to prove—and that’s exactly what the
tandem that has been given the title of “the best
backcourt in the nation” did. Each, individually,
is the type of player most athletes aspire to be,
but there is something about the combination of
the two that leaves people in awe.
“It’s one thing to say a team has a very good
backcourt,” said ESPN analyst Fran Fraschilla.
“It’s a whole other thing to say that a team has
two outstanding players who make each other
better. They do that more so than any other
backcourt duo in the country. They look for each
other. They cover for each other. The whole
is better than the sum of the parts because of
how well they play together. People can argue
about whether they are the best backcourt in the
country, but it’s hard to argue with the fact that
these two guys just have a great synergy about
them. These guys play for each other without
worrying about who’s getting the glory.”
The relationship Mason and Graham have is
deeper than just basketball. They have a certain
chemistry on the court and a friendship off of it.
When put in the spotlight one always seems to
humbly praise the other.
“[Frank is] definitely one of the toughest players
I’ve played with,” Graham said. “He’s just a great
person. He brings out the best in me. He made
me a better defensive player.”
“Devonte’ is always smiling,” Mason said. “He’s
never in a bad mood and he brings so much
great energy on and off the court. He’s helping
me with my personality on the court. Watching
him full of smiles and seeing him enjoy every
play every game, I’m trying to do the same thing.
He’s just a great person.”
Today, it’s hard to imagine Kansas men’s
basketball without Mason and Graham. They
both feel they have worked extremely hard to get

to this place. Even with people doubting them,
and circumstances in life making it more and
more difficult for them to hold onto their dreams,
that’s exactly what they did. They held on and
they fought to get to this place. They proved
wrong those who doubted them. They took the
road less traveled, one that was destined to
bring them together. Two dreams, although only
for a short period, have become one. When one
succeeds, so does the other. In a situation where
it’s easy to get a big head and always feel the
need to one up the guy standing next you, Mason
and Graham choose to lift each other up.
“They are not remotely jealous of each other,”
Kansas head coach Bill Self said. “They are
happy for each other and they couldn’t care less
who gets the credit as long as the job gets done.
I think that as good as Devonte’ is, he’s just as
happy when Frank has a good game, and I think
Frank feels the same way about Devonte’. I think
they have become brothers.”
Whether it be their tough childhoods or their
alternative route to college basketball, it is clear
that Mason and Graham have had to fight for
their dreams. They understand each other’s
struggle to get to this point and it has helped
create a chemistry only the two of them will ever
understand.
“There’s something special about the chemistry
we have,” Mason said. “We almost had the same
route to get here. We both have a chip on our
shoulder. I think it worked out perfectly for both
of us.”
Even though they will eventually part ways,
Mason and Graham will remember, forever,
the three years they were able to fuse their
basketball dreams together in the place where
basketball was created and on the court where
legends are made.
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Kansas big man and Bahamas native Dwight
Coleby is finally on the court and contributing for
the Jayhawks after a few bumps and turns along
the way, including a knee injury that occupied
much of his 2015-16 season after transferring
from Ole Miss.
It was the fall of 2015 and new transfer
big man Dwight Coleby, along with the rest of the
Kansas men’s basketball team were on their last
day of Boot Camp.
Since head coach Bill Self’s arrival to
Kansas, Boot Camp has been an annual event in
Lawrence. An intense 10-day workout over two
weeks filled with early-morning conditioning,
Boot Camp is not for the weary. For Coleby, it
was the first Boot Camp of his Jayhawk career.
On the final day, Friday, September 25, Coleby
and the rest of the team survived the gruesome
conditioning session, but had a practice later
that afternoon.
The transfer from Ole Miss had a
predetermined plan for the upcoming year.
According to NCAA transfer rules, Coleby could
not play in regular season or postseason games
for the Jayhawks. He was, however, allowed
to work out, practice and scrimmage with the
team. He was planning to use this opportunity
to sharpen his game and prepare for Big 12
Conference play.
The 6-foot-9, 240-pound forward was
looking forward to spending the year banging in
the low post with the likes of outgoing Jayhawks
like then-seniors Perry Ellis, Jamari Traylor and
Hunter Mickelson, and future NBA first-round
draft pick Cheick Diallo, as well as current
teammates Landen Lucas and Carlton Bragg Jr.
As that particular practice was winding
down, something happened that permanently
altered Coleby’s plan for his first season with the
Jayhawks.
“I think practice was about to end
in like five or 10 minutes,” Coleby said. “I had
screened and rolled, got the ball passed to
me and I went to drive to the basket. I went to
explode and try to dunk it, and I didn’t even get
off the floor, (my left knee) just gave out.”
The damage to the left knee was vast
with a tear of the anterior cruciate ligament
(ACL) and meniscus, while also suffering a
micro-fracture.

He remembers the moment it
happened vividly.
“It happened so quickly, but when it
was happening, it happened in slow motion,”
Coleby said. “I was trying to figure out why I
wasn’t going up, so I looked down and I could see
my knee come out and it went back in and I just
dropped. I thought I snapped it or something.”
While preparing for surgery and the
rehabilitation road ahead of him, Coleby thought
about his long journey to becoming a member of
the Kansas men’s basketball team, and how far
he had come in the sport.
Born into a big family with five siblings,
Coleby grew up in Nassau, Bahamas.
He started his sports career much like
former KU big men Jeff Withey and Joel Embiid –
playing volleyball. Coleby did not have the skills
to play basketball yet, but it was always on his
mind.
“I always had a basketball in my hand,
even though I could not play when I was little,
I was always trying,” Coleby said. “My brother
played, and I used to go to his games and he
would just be dunking and the crowd would
always just go crazy, so I just always wanted to
do that.”
Kadeem Coleby, Dwight’s older
brother, started his college basketball career at
Louisiana-Lafayette before transferring to play
for Wichita State. He then had a brief stint in the
NBA D-League and last played in the country of
Bahrain for the Al Manama club.
Soon enough, the younger Coleby’s
body started to change, so he wanted to follow
his brother in basketball and needed to do
something about it. He moved from Nassau to
Freeport, Bahamas, about 130 miles north.
It was there that he really began
coming into his own as a basketball player, skillwise and with his body.
“When I was in Nassau, I started to
gain weight and get fat,” Coleby said. “And then
when I moved to Freeport, I got connected with
my new coach. He trained me, I started to lose
weight and started to grow. He helped me get it
all put together.”
Darrell Sears coached Coleby in AAU for
the Bahamas Jaguars and for two years in high
school at St. George’s High School. Considered
one of the best coaches in the Bahamas,
Sears has coached many future college and
professional basketball players including current
NBA player and former college superstar Buddy

Hield. Sears has been traveling with his team to
the U.S., since the 1990s to help his players gain
exposure to American basketball.
During Coleby’s junior year of high
school, Sears’ connections help land the future
Jayhawk forward a spot in The Piney Woods
School, located in Piney Woods, Mississippi.
The Piney Woods School is the largest African
American boarding school in the United States.
When he arrived in the U.S., two
new things happened to Coleby. He was given
a brand new home in the heart of Mississippi,
and he was also starting to get recruited to play
Division I college basketball.
“As soon as I came over here, it
started,” Coleby said.
During his senior season at Piney
Woods, it was easy to see why college recruiters
were buzzing. He averaged 20 points, 15
rebounds, three assists and five blocks per
game. He was ranked as the No. 2 player in
Mississippi and ESPN ranked him as the No.
15 center in the nation. He was named to the
Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen, which every year
names 12 of the top Mississippi high school
basketball players. Current NBA player and
University of Kentucky alum Devin Booker and
current Kansas teammate and fellow transfer
Malik Newman joined Coleby on that list.
The schools interested in Coleby
were all over the south. They included Ole
Miss, Georgia, Memphis, Mississippi State and
Southern Mississippi. He really only had one
thing in mind when he was thinking about where
to go to school.
After leaving his family and his comfort
zone back in the Bahamas to go pursue a
basketball career in Mississippi, Coleby wanted
to stay around the area that he spent the past
two years; the place where he just started
feeling at home.
“I really just wanted to stay around the
Mississippi area,” Coleby said.
He ended up committing to play for Ole
Miss and head coach Andy Kennedy.
During his first year at Ole Miss, Coleby
played in 28 games and averaged 10.4 minutes
per game. For the year, he shot 47.1 percent
from the floor. In his second year, Coleby played
in all 34 games, averaged five points and five
rebounds, while playing 16.5 minutes per game.
He also got his first taste of the NCAA Tournament
as the Rebels beat BYU and subsequently lost to
Xavier in the second round. In those two games
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Turning a bad break into fast breaks
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combined, he had seven points, two blocks and
11 rebounds.
“(My first two years) were good,”
Coleby said “I had a good experience there. I
really enjoyed it.”
After spending four years in Mississippi,
Coleby felt he was ready to leave his comfort
zone once again and face new challenges.
“There was not really a specific reason
why I decided to leave Ole Miss,” Coleby said. “I
just wanted a change, a new start.”
There are no hard feelings for Coleby
when it comes to Ole Miss.
“For the most part I was pretty sad
about (leaving Ole Miss),” Coleby said. “I was
sad knowing that they recruited me in high
school and I had two years in already so I had
that connection with them.”
But he knew it was time to move on,
so Coleby opened his recruitment back up after
deciding to leave Ole Miss, but this time around
he only remembers one school in particular that
recruited him.
“I just remember I talked to Kansas for
the first time and that was it,” Coleby said.
The illustrious history of Kansas
basketball is something Coleby was all too
familiar with, since his brother played at Wichita
State for a period of time. Being exposed to the
Sunflower State was one of the reasons Coleby
chose to play for the Jayhawks.
“The history (of the program), the
history of the school, the system that they run
and the coaches,” Coleby said of why he chose
KU.
The coach who recruited Coleby to
Kansas was assistant coach Kurtis Townsend.
Townsend, a coach who was instrumental in
recruiting future NBA players and Jayhawk stars
such as Andrew Wiggins, Ben McLemore and
Darrell Arthur, is a friend of Coleby’s old high
school coach, coach Sears.
A long-time mentor of Coleby’s, Sears
gave Townsend a call when he began thinking
about leaving Ole Miss.
“(Sears) gave me a call and told me
(Dwight) was thinking about leaving Ole Miss if
we would be interested in him,” Townsend said.
“So we went and watched film and coach Self
thought that he would be a good guy to sit out
and learn the system and still have two years to
play.”
After Kansas began to show interest in
him, Coleby decided to take a visit to see what
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it means to be a Jayhawk. Walking into Allen
Fieldhouse for the first time, Coleby got to see
the championship banners, the retired jerseys
and experience the history.
“I got to see all of the other players and
saw how far they made it,” Coleby said.
It was no surprise when Coleby wanted
to be a part of something bigger than him, and
he committed on the spot during his visit in May
of 2015.
Coleby had finally made it. He was
officially a part of one of the premier basketball
programs in the country. His plan was to learn
under the tutelage of head coach Bill Self and
play with some of the best basketball players in
the NCAA.
That was the plan, but unfortunately it
had to change. An ACL tear requires a lengthy
recovery, so Coleby remained on the sidelines
during workouts and practices for the entirety of
the 2015-16 season.
“It was tough because I had a plan
when I transferred to really get better and
compete against Perry (Ellis) and the rest of the
guys,” Coleby said. “But things happen, and God
puts you in a situation that you have to fight
through and that’s what I had to do and stay
positive.”
After his surgery, Coleby had to get
through rehab. He stressed how important it was
to stay positive.
“I had to keep staying positive, because
every day was a battle and a fight,” Coleby said.
“There is so much negativity in your mind you
just have to block it out and fight through it,
because you don’t feel good every day.”
After going through a series of physical
and body tests, Coleby was officially cleared to
play.
“When I took the tests and they told
me I was good to go, it was a happy moment,”
Coleby said. “It was just like ‘Finally.’”
Finally, it was Coleby’s time to become
an active member of the team and start making
an impact on the 2016-17 season. After coming
back from injury, look for his immediate success
to come defensively and on the boards. After
all, in his final season at Ole Miss, Coleby was
second on the team in blocked shots and third
on the team in rebounds.
“I’m defensive. A defensive player,
“Coleby said. “Rebounding and blocking shots,
that’s what I’ll be.”
Coleby sees his role on this Kansas

team, which features five big men including
returners Bragg Jr., and Lucas, as well as two
freshmen, Udoka Azubuike and Mitch Lightfoot,
as someone who does some of the things that
may go unnoticed by the average basketball fan.
“I just want to be moving the ball,
setting screens, whatever helps the team,”
Coleby said. “If they need me to get a bucket,
I will get a bucket, but other than that I will do
whatever else it takes to help.”
Fellow big man, senior Lucas, a senior
from Portland, Oregon has his own take about
what Coleby brings to the Jayhawks
“He brings a lot of strength and
experience,” Lucas said. “He is a guy who played
in a big-time conference (SEC) and understands
what it is like to play in big games.”
KU is a hotbed for future NBA talent, and
Coleby would like to add himself to the long list of
NBA players that have come through Lawrence.
He compares himself to Zach Randolph and a
fellow Dwight namesake, Dwight Howard, both
of whom have accrued many NBA accolades and
are both prolific rebounders and defenders. All
three boast similar height and build.
Coleby, who had to leave his parents
and younger siblings behind in the Bahamas
when he moved to Mississippi to pursue a
basketball career, found at KU what he had been
missing ever since he left home.
“We are all a family,” Coleby said.
“They all took me in pretty quickly. We all take
pride in what we do here. That is what I like
about this team the most.”
A voyage. That is what one can
describe Dwight Coleby’s life so far. After leaving
the tropical islands of the Bahamas, moving
to the heart of Mississippi and starting his
collegiate career at Ole Miss, he continued on
a journey and search for another new place to
call home. And as all Kansans know, as well as
Coleby does now, there is no place like home.
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Finding Frank Mason: How an under-recruited guard became a KU basketball icon
Topeka Capital-Journal
Matt Galloway
March 18, 2017
TULSA, Okla. — Bill Self knows how to push
Frank Mason’s buttons.
Truthfully, the Kansas basketball coach seems to
take some enjoyment from doing it, too.
One such instance came in advance of the thenNo. 1 Jayhawks’ regular-season finale March
4 at Oklahoma State. The Cowboys had turned
their season around after a disastrous 0-6 start
to Big 12 play, thanks in no small part to dynamic
sophomore point guard Jawun Evans, an All-Big
12 first-teamer.
Mason entered that late-season contest winless
in his career at Gallagher-Iba Arena, and, well,
Self decided now was as good a time as any for
some button pushing.
Self, junior Devonte’ Graham later recalled,
challenged his own point guard at practice, at
one point barking out that Mason couldn’t guard
Evans, his OSU counterpart. What followed next,
according to Graham, would appear to be a very
un-Mason-like response.
“Man, I can guard anybody,” Mason responded.
“I’ll go to the NBA and I’ll guard LeBron (James)
right now.”
That answer may be jarring to those who only
know the stoic senior from his humble postgame
interview sessions and reserved public persona.
However, to those around him most — including
Graham, the Self-described backcourt Robin to
Mason’s Batman — it was just another example
of the rock-solid confidence and undying
competitiveness that has made him a locker
room leader and arguably the best player in
college basketball.
“A lot of people are scared of him or think he’s
mean or cocky, and that’s the last thing he is,”
Graham said. “I think that might be the biggest
misconception, because he’s a nice guy.”
These days, the only folks who should be scared
of Mason are the players tasked with lining
up across from him. Evans and the Cowboys
learned that firsthand.

Mason came tantalizingly close to notching the
first triple-double by a guard in KU history that
night, posting a 27-point, nine-assist, eightrebound performance in the Jayhawks’ 90-85
victory. It was a storybook ending to a regular
season that began with a 30-point outburst
in the season opener in Honolulu, a walk-off
jumper to defeat top-ranked Duke at the “Mecca
of Basketball,” an all-time hustle play and headfirst dive into press row against Kansas State at
hostile Bramlage Coliseum, and a litany of other
efforts that made Mason a program icon.
To truly appreciate this senior season, to really
understand Mason’s transformation from underrecruited blip on the college basketball radar to
front-runner in the race for national player of
the year, one must begin inside the Las Vegas
gym where KU assistant coach Kurtis Townsend
discovered the shy Petersburg, Va., native nearly
five years ago.
“God intervened for me to be in the gym that day
to see him,” Townsend said. “It ended up being
good for him — and great for us.”
*****
Townsend knew what his eyes told him, but the
longtime Self aide sought a second opinion.
It was the summer of 2012, and Townsend
was in town for the Vegas Fab 48, an annual
AAU showcase tournament of the nation’s top
prospects. Mason, though, did not fit that bill
at the time. Already signed with Towson of
the Colonial Athletic Association, Mason was a
three-star recruit ranked 131st in the nation by
Rivals.com. Further, Townsend’s focus was set
on another guard in Jordan McLaughlin, a fourstar prospect ranked No. 49 in his class.
But what happened in Vegas that week, for once,
didn’t stay there. Townsend was mesmerized by
the Mason, the 5-foot-11 sparkplug in braids
whose “Team Loaded” squad shined against its
McLaughlin-led opponent.
“Frank just really kind of gave it to ’em,”
Townsend said. “And when I watched that I just
kind of thought, ‘Wow, that’s unbelievable.’ ”

to call Mason’s coach, Ty White, to inquire deeper,
asking if “that little kid” always plays like that.
“Every day, Coach,” White responded. “He don’t
know no better.”
Townsend was intrigued, so he went out and saw
Mason twice more that week. Stashed away in a
back gym, the KU assistant was the only scout in
attendance — “I saw him and just kind of fell in
love with him,” Townsend said.
Convinced of Mason’s abilities, Townsend asked
about his situation. He was told the guard was
already signed with Towson, but that avenue
looked unlikely at the time as Mason narrowly
failed a government class in his final year at
Peterburg High School. Academically ineligible,
his dream of playing Division I basketball
appeared dashed.
The Jayhawks, though, didn’t give up. Right
after the Vegas tournament ended, Townsend
got Mason’s phone number and gave him a ring,
letting him know the team was interested.
Mason’s reaction, like many throughout his life,
was a muted one.
“I don’t think he knew the difference between
Kansas and Kansas State,” Townsend said,
“which let me know he hadn’t really been out of
the hood much in life.”
Townsend walked Mason through the program’s
history, and the deeper he got in the conversation,
the more he could tell the guard’s interest was
piquing.
But Townsend had his concerns.
“My first impressions were, hey, this kid is a little
rough around the edges. Let me think,” Townsend
said. “Would this be a good environment? Would
he be able to adapt to it? And he ended up
coming here and falling in love with it.”
KU followed Mason’s academic rehabilitation at
Massanutten Military Academy, a prep school
in Woodstock, Va., and when the team missed
out on McLaughlin and other highly regarded
prospects, Mason made his official visit Oct. 4,
2012, and committed to KU four days later.

So much so, in fact, that Townsend felt compelled
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“After (he committed) I think he started to feel
comfortable and felt like family,” Townsend said,
“and the more we talked the more I knew I was
going to love this kid.”

history to average more than 20 points and five
assists in the regular season, Mason has become
more to Townsend than a diamond found deep in
the rough.

fun too, and he’ll let you in with a small glimpse
here or there on what he’s really like behind
closed doors with teammates. All the guys love
him.”

Townsend still followed Mason’s progression
on the AAU circuit, attending a contest against
North Carolina signee Nate Britt. As the assistant
coach remembers it today, Mason got the best of
the McDonald’s All-American.

“It’s a weird feeling,” Townsend said. “It’s almost
like watching one of your own kids do something
that you’re really proud of, and that’s how I feel
about Frank.”

Those glimpses have become far more common
in Mason’s farewell season.

*****
“I knew then,” Townsend said, “we had the right
kid.”
In selling Mason to Self, Townsend made a bold
prediction: By the guard’s third season, he would
be named a second-team All-Big 12 selection.
Self was skeptical — how could a player so
skilled have slipped through the recruiting
cracks so long?
The answer, Townsend figured out, was quite
simple.
“He wasn’t one of those kids that was out there
on social media trying to put his highlight tapes
and stuff out,” Townsend said. “As you know, his
personality, that’s just not who he is. He’s just
always wanted to let his play do the talking, and
he’s wanted to line up against whoever people
thought was the best and go at ’em.”
That point was certainly illustrated against
Evans and the Cowboys. But even today, when
Townsend or someone else gives Mason credit
for something on his ever-growing list of
accolades, the guard replies with that familiar
confidence.
“Coach,” Mason responds, “they don’t even see
what I can really do yet.”
Townsend’s bold prediction, as it turned out, was
not bold enough.
Mason was a second-team All-Big 12 selection
his sophomore season, one year before the
assistant coach’s target. He made the team again
as a junior, and on the heels of a sensational
senior campaign, Mason was named the Big 12
player of the year one day after the Jayhawks’
victory in Stillwater.
The first player in the conference’s 20-year
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Some 1,200 miles away from the location of
the biggest shot of his collegiate career, Mason
wasted no time getting back on the grind.
The shot, of course, was Mason’s pull-up jumper
with 1.2 seconds left in KU’s second game of this
season against Duke at Madison Square Garden
in New York. The bucket broke a tie and gave the
Jayhawks a 77-75 victory over the then-No. 1
Blue Devils in front of a crowd of 19,812.
The site of Mason’s return to the hardwood
immediately after the Jayhawks arrived home
from their cross-country flight? The practice
gym at Allen Fieldhouse in front of no onlookers.

There was the toothy grin and flex he flashed
after a remarkable and-one layup into hard
contact in an 89-74 victory over Stanford, a play
he recently labeled his favorite of the season.
His speech after KU clinched a 13th straight
Big 12 regular-season title with an 87-68 home
victory over TCU on Feb. 22 also comes to mind
— no one told or expected Mason to deliver the
message of gratitude to the Allen Fieldhouse
faithful.
Perhaps the most telling moment occurred during
a postgame interview after the Jayhawks’ 79-73
victory at Kentucky on Jan. 28, when teammate
Josh Jackson was asked what KU would have
done had senior forward Landen Lucas fouled
out guarding 6-10 counterpart Bam Adebayo.
Mason interjected.

“The world’s most famous arena,” this was not.

“I would’ve guarded him,” he quipped.

At one point, Brian Hanni, the play-by-play voice
of the Jayhawks, had to ask Mason to stop
shooting because he and Self needed to tape an
interview in the facility. Mason, Hanni said, just
wanted to keep on shooting.

Lucas said that kind of humor may seem weird
to the outside public, but it is right in line with
the Mason he has come to know over the last
four years.

“I thought, how do really good players become
great players, and how do great players become
legends?” Hanni said. “Even the day after the
greatest moment of his collegiate career to
that point, he wasn’t basking in the glow and
checking his Twitter notifications or calling back
all the girls that I’m sure thought that he was the
greatest thing ever. He was in there trying to get
better, and raise that bar even higher.”
Hanni, who travels with the team, said any
misconceptions about Mason have been clarified
of late.
“I think if there was something that was
misunderstood, I think we’ve seen enough of
him this year to get it,” Hanni said. “Yeah, he is
all business most of the time, but he can have

“He laughs a lot more than people think and he
has way more personality than I think people
from the outside can see,” Lucas said. “For us,
it’s not that weird.”
In addition to the more playful element Mason
has shown this season, he has also given
everyone at least a small glimpse into a more
emotional side. That was never more clear than
following the senior night victory over Oklahoma
on Feb. 27, which represented his final game at
Allen Fieldhouse.
Though they know a Mason more out of his
shell than most, many of his teammates did not
expect the senior to shed a tear in his postgame
address. In reality, Mason didn’t even make it
to the speech before the waterworks began.
Moments after draining a pull-up jumper with 57
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seconds left — eerily similar to the walk-off shot
against Duke — a teary-eyed Mason checked
out of the lineup to a thunderous ovation.
Mason recovered from the episode well before
making his farewell comments to the packed
house.

Mason’s final game at Allen Fieldhouse was
also the first for his 5-year-old son, Amari, who
watched his father’s farewell from the stands.
When Frank publicly thanked Amari, the younger
Mason pulled down his hat to hide his face.
“He’s shy,” Mason said, “just like me.”

“I’m really sad that I don’t have the chance to
play here anymore, but I will definitely be back in
town a lot,” Mason said. “Love you guys.”

Mason went on to say his son has helped him
become a better man, and that he wanted him to
have a better life than he had growing up.

He continued.

“I did all this for him,” Mason later said of his
son. “He’s helped me learn so much throughout
the years, just being responsible and being a
man and father and helping me become a better
teammate. I think it’s just great to have him in
my life. I didn’t really have a dad in my life at
his age, and that’s why it really means so much
to me.”

“Last, but not least,” he said, “if I had the chance
to play four more years here, I swear I would.”
It was a powerful and revealing moment near the
end of the speech that shed light on the impact
the Lawrence community has had on him, both
as a player and as a man.
“When he first came here, coming from
Petersburg and all that stuff, I think he didn’t
really trust people or stuff like that, from his
background,” Graham said. “He’s just become a
more open person.”
Townsend agreed.
“I think what’s changed in him is that he saw
when he came to Lawrence, Kansas, that there
would be people around him that cared as much
as they do about him,” Townsend said. “And a
lot of it is about basketball, but I think they care
about him as a person, and it kind of changed
his heart. In no way am I saying he’s soft, but he
went from this real hardened-heart kid to this
kid that, man, I watch him and he will stand out
there and sign every autograph, take a picture
with every little kid and go out of his way to help
other people.

Townsend has noticed fatherhood change Frank,
too. He said every time Mason goes home, he
comes back and tells him he really misses his
son. At one point, when Amari battled an illness,
it clearly wore on Frank, Townsend said.
“He tries to hold his emotions in, but he would
come in and talk about it,” Townsend said, “so
you knew he was hurting.”
That kind of love, Townsend said, was something
he thinks Mason never felt before he first stepped
on campus four-plus years ago.
“I think this place has helped Frank become a
better man, a better father,” Townsend said. “I
think he’s kind of realized stuff that’s important
that maybe he didn’t think was important when
he first got here coming out of high school.”
*****

Self has identified one slight weakness in
Mason’s world-beating season: rebounding.
While the point guard is obviously not the
Jayhawks’ primary rebounder, Self contends he
is “not near as good a rebounder” as he was as
a junior. Part of that may be fatigue — Mason’s
36.1 minutes per game is on pace to shatter the
previous record for a KU player under Self —
but with the team’s season on the line, it has
become a point of emphasis.
“You used to be tough. You used to actually play
to your size,” Self tells Mason. “Now you play
like a 5-5 guy.”
Lucas considers it playful teasing — “We all
know he’s capable of doing it himself,” he said
— but the message seems to have resonated
in the team’s NCAA Tournament opener. Mason
had five boards to go along with 22 points and
eight assists in the 100-62 rout of No. 16 seed
UC Davis on Friday night.
“Frank’s the type to quickly turn around,” Lucas
said, “and do what he needs to do.”
Mason’s future as a professional — and
opportunity to guard LeBron James, for that
matter — is at best an uncertainty.
Despite the emergence of similarly-sized guards
Tyler Ulis, Isaiah Thomas and Yogi Ferrell,
Mason’s size has kept him off every NBA Draft
projection outlet.
Townsend isn’t sure what Mason’s future holds.
In the present, though, he’s more than willing to
go to bat for his diamond in the rough.
“I don’t care about his size, but that’s all anybody
has told me for two years why they weren’t sure
about him,” Townsend said. “But I’d take him
over all these guys we line up against every day.

“I think when he got here he was more leery of,
hey, who should I trust? What does this person
want from me? He’s become a kid that’s got an
unbelievable heart.”

Frank Mason’s collegiate career could end at any
moment.

KU fans have seen enough on the court to know
that Frank Mason, the player, has an unbelievable
heart. One more moment from his senior night
speech, though, showed he had it as a father,
too.

Topeka Capital-Journal
Matt Galloway
Still, that doesn’t stop Self from partaking in March 18, 2017

“What you can’t measure is the heart of a winner
and a champion, and that’s what he has.”

Such is the case in the wild world of the NCAA
Tournament, where the top-seeded Jayhawks
(29-4) play No. 9 seed Michigan State (20-14) at
4:15 p.m. Sunday at BOK Center in Tulsa, Okla.
more playful button pushing.
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Cold baptism from teammates in June benefits Jackson in March
Lawrence Journal-World
Tom Keegan
March 16, 2017
TULSA, Okla. — Veteran leadership is so
important in March, yet so seldom explained
as well as freshman Josh Jackson captured it
Thursday afternoon from a seat at his locker.
With the benefit of nine months of growing up
as a person and a player, starring and stumbling
along the way, Jackson can see the purpose of
those cold shoulders sent his way when he first
scrimmaged with his new, college-seasoned
teammates in June.
“First couple of weeks it was kind of hard on
me. We were lifting weights every day, and
coming out of high school, I didn’t lift weights
much at all,” Jackson said. “My body was really
sore. We’d go play pickup and those guys were
a lot faster and stronger than I was, so it was
really hard on me. I felt like they were head and
shoulders above me.”
Younger teammates might have let human
nature take over at that point and prop up the
player on the court with the brightest future.
Aware of how hard Jackson was going to be
coached by Bill Self, how physical older players
with more developed bodies would go after him
once games started, the Kansas veterans did
just the opposite.
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“They would try to get in my head, say that I
can’t shoot, push me around a little bit because
I was weaker than they were, things like that,”
Jackson said. “I definitely think it made me a lot
better as a player, them doing that.”
Before playing a game, Jackson arrived with
more fanfare than Frank Mason and Devonté
Graham ever had experienced, and to that point
they had combined for 1,726 points for Kansas.
Jackson didn’t fan the flames of the hype with
a cliche televised signing replete with the hat
trick, and the motivation for the rough treatment
wasn’t born of jealousy, but he had to at least
wonder if that was somewhere in the equation.
He was new to college basketball. How was he
supposed to know?
“Part of it was just trying to gain these guys’
trust, have them believe in me, believe that I
could help the team, and I felt like early on that
was kind of hard for me to accept,” Jackson
said. “But after a while, I felt like I did a good
job showing them I was there for them, trying to
win as much as possible, and I wasn’t just there
for myself.”
Looking back, Jackson knows his teammates
were preparing him, accelerating the adjustment
to college ball by zipping fastballs under his chin
five months before his debut against Indiana in
Honolulu.

“I didn’t realize it at the time; I can’t say that
(I did),” Jackson said. “There were a couple of
times where Devonté and I butted heads —
never got physical or anything like that, but at
the end of the day, it was just two competitors
competing against each other. I appreciate him
for that. I will always appreciate him for doing
that.”
Jackson will end his career either with six
consecutive victories or with a loss. Either way,
he’s a veteran nearing the end of his college
basketball career, confident in sending trash in
the direction of teammates who gave him a cold
baptism.
“Now there are times we’ll be in practice where
I’ll mess with Devonté. I’ll push him around and
post him up because he’s the little guy and we’ll
just laugh about it,” Jackson said.
Regardless of whether Kansas plays Michigan
State or Miami on Sunday after Friday’s formality
— a sparring session with UC Davis — Kansas
will have the experience advantage. And thanks
in part to the older kids throwing his training
wheels in the trash from Day 1, Jackson figures
to show well in the final and most telling phase
of his college career.
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Landen Lucas, meet Landon and Lucas
Lawrence Journal-World
Matt Tait
March 18, 2017
TULSA, Okla. — Ten months after learning about
the sly and sweet story of a set of twins being
named in his honor, Kansas senior Landen Lucas
got the chance to meet them Saturday in the
lobby of the team hotel before the Jayhawks’
practice.
Lifelong Kansas basketball fan Ian Sadler and
his wife, Meredith, now live in Tulsa and found
a way to take advantage of the good fortune of
the top-seeded Jayhawks being sent to their
new town for the first and second rounds of this
year’s NCAA Tournament so their 10-month-old
boys could meet the 6-foot-10 Kansas forward.
Stopping by the lobby of the Renaissance
Tulsa for a quick meet and greet on his way to
practice in preparation for Sunday’s 4:15 p.m.
second-round game with No. 9 seed Michigan
State, Landen Lucas, met the family, briefly held
both boys and even signed two mini Kansas
basketballs purchased by Lucas’ mother, Shelley,
to commemorate the encounter.

“It worked out perfect,” said Lucas of the
opportunity to meet his namesakes. “It’s a great
story.”
Born two months early, both boys — and their
parents — are doing incredibly well today and
already have begun full baptism into the KU
basketball culture. During Saturday’s meeting
with the KU big man, both boys were wearing
Jayhawk socks given to them by family friends
back in Lawrence.
The story of the names actually involved a little
trickery from dad.
“When we found out we were pregnant,
Meredith, a growing Jayhawk fan, knew where
my thoughts were going,” Ian told the JournalWorld shortly after the boys were born last May.
“She immediately told me I was not allowed to
name our baby anything KU related, even though
thoughts of Pierce, Tyrel, Jacque and other very
suitable names quickly came to mind. Bill Self
Sadler had a nice ring to it.”

spelling to throw his wife off the scent, Meredith
found out what was going on while watching a
KU-West Virginia game on TV during the 201516 season. Already in love with the idea of the
two names, Meredith decided to let it fly and the
story of The Sadler Twins, Landon and Lucas,
was under way.
Although the two new parents have their hands
full with rapidly growing twins — in the early
days they woke up as many as 17 times a night
for a while to tend to the twins — a Twitter
suggestion that they should do it all over again
and name the next pair Frank and Mason
brought smiles and laughs to the faces of those
at Saturday’s meeting.
The KU point guard is not the only current KU
player the idea would work for, as Josh Jackson,
Devonte’ Graham, Dwight Coleby also easily
could work.
“It’s been such an awesome story and so much
fun for us to experience,” Ian said Saturday. “And
getting the chance for the boys to meet Landen
is something we’ll remember for a long time.”

After he secretly decided on Landon and Lucas
(they often call him Luke), with the different

News Clippings • 113

#kubball // 2016-17 Kansas Basketball

Jayhawks show they are as much blue-collar as blue-blood
Kansas City Star
Vahe Gregorian
March 19, 2017
TULSA, Okla. — Miles Bridges is 6-foot-7, 230
pounds of both balletic footwork and athletic
fury.
That makes him a fine symbol of a Michigan
State program known under Tom Izzo for its grit
and what they call in football playing to “the
echo of the whistle.”
Then throw in that feisty former Spartan
Draymond Green addressed the team before
its NCAA Tournament game against Kansas on
Sunday at the BOK Center.
And consider that Izzo said after KU’s 90-70 win
that his team was determined to go at former
recruit Josh Jackson thusly:
“We wanted to beat his brains in today,” he said,
playfully.
Then you get an idea of the mentality the
Midwest top-seeded Jayhawks were confronted
with in the victory that catapulted them to the
Sweet 16 at the Sprint Center, where they’ll face
No. 4 seed Purdue on Thursday.
“Nothing remotely dirty at all,” said Kansas
coach Bill Self, an Izzo fan. “Just hard-playing.”
That line can get blurry in the eye of the
beholder, though, and it also can be a chickenand-egg matter to understand who does what
first to whom … especially when there’s obvious
yapping going on.
But no doubt Michigan State set out to intimidate
KU.
And maybe no moment spoke to the folly of that
more than when Bridges twice thrust his chest
into 5-11 guard Frank Mason after a first-half
layup by Mason gave KU a 21-20 lead.
Mason, of course, is not merely a finalist for
numerous national player of the year awards.
He’s also considered by Self to be among the
toughest players in KU’s storied history.
So he recoiled not an inch.
Then he stood face to face with Bridges as they
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stared at each other in an image reminiscent of
two heavyweights at a weigh-in.
Call it coincidence, but within the next three
minutes, Kansas took a lead it never surrendered
… even if it did get whittled down to one before
the Jayhawks pulled away in the second half.
That was about the time Bridges yelled, “Get up,
boy” after a missed shot by Mason — a moment
before KU went on a 13-4 run to start putting it
away.
“I think that’s silly if you try to intimidate Frank,”
KU senior big man Landen Lucas said, smiling.
With a laugh, junior guard Devonte Graham
added, “My boy Frank is not going for none of
that … He thinks he can guard LeBron (James),
so nobody’s going to intimidate him.”
And that is a major part of the DNA of this team,
maybe even what defines it.
KU has forged this season on a find-a-way
mindset, which showed up among other ways in
winning by six points or fewer in eight of its 16
Big 12 victories.
It’s a characteristic Self sees as separating this
from many of his teams.
“I complain all the time about (teams) being soft,
but I think historically we’ve had pretty tough
teams (when) you compare it to everybody
else,” he said. “But if you compare it to elitelevel teams, I’m not sure that we’ve always been
tough enough.”
This one, though, has all the earmarks Self
wants to see.
That includes Jackson, who worked his way
through what Self called being too “juiced”
early against a program that had wanted him
desperately and Bridges and others he wanted
to impress.
But after missing his first three shots, Jackson
hit nine of his last 13 to finish with 23 points,
including many highlight-worthy ones.
Then there was Mason with 20 and Graham with
18 and Lucas with 10 points and 11 rebounds
— including nine in the first half as the Spartans
were managing 14 as a team.

While Dwight Coleby filled in admirably when
Lucas got in foul trouble, in some ways Lucas’
hard-hat work was the most telling aspect about
a KU team that should be known as much for
being blue-collar as blue-blood by now.
“Yeah, I hope so. We work hard, too, and we get
on the glass and we like to be physical too,”
Lucas said. “I don’t think any team is going to
out-work us, and that’s something that starts
with me, doing the small things and the dirty
work inside.
“I just try to come out and set the tone. And I
think we as a team did a pretty good job of doing
exactly what their game plan probably was to do
to us.
“And that’s just get after it, do the little things, do
the dirty work and do it well.”
There were, of course, moments when KU could
have been more poised.
Even as Jackson got more attuned to the game
between the teams than his own against Bridges,
he had a few lapses.
And while Lagerald Vick’s technical foul seemed
to be flimsy, Self allowed as how he must have
“lost his mind there for a little bit,” or it wouldn’t
have been called.
Just the same, KU demonstrated anew the
pivotal trait of mental toughness when it needed
it most.
“We’re not going to back down from anybody or
let anybody punk us,” Lucas said.
And they didn’t even need a pep talk from Green
to have that mindset.
“We didn’t need any extra stuff to get us going
for this. That’s their thing,” Lucas said, smiling.
“They felt like they needed to bring somebody in
to get them motivated.
“We were fine and ready to go with our normal
coaching.”
Ready to absorb the best Michigan State had —
and keep making the case that its tougher than
the rest, too.

