
 
 

Postgame Quotes 
No. 11 Temple vs. No. 3 UCF  

Game 5 – Quarterfinals, March 4, 2018  
Mohegan Sun Arena – Uncasville, Conn. 

 

 
Opening Statement from UCF Coach Katie Abrahamson-Henderson 
 
“This was an awesome game in terms of coming out a little rusty. We hadn’t played since last Sunday so it has been a 

long brake for us. Trying to emulate a game situation in practice was hard. When you play a game on this floor already, 

they will come out ready to go. They are comfortable. We had to get comfortable on the floor. We got in foul trouble a 
little too early especially with Korneila (Wright) and Nyala Shuler which hurts us a little bit. I am proud of the rest of the 

players who stepped up in those times especially in the second quarter. We played good defense in the second quarter. 
We only allowed them to get 12 points. We did a great job on (Tanaya) Atkinson. She is a great player for them. She 

scored most of her points in the fourth quarter instead of the first and second quarter for them. That was a key for us to 

get on her. When we played them at Temple, she did the same thing. She was great at drawing fouls, getting an and one 
and is very athletic. Overall, I think everyone on the team stepped up and scored. We did a good job of getting extra 

possessions and offensive rebounds. That is the way we want to play at UCF. Apply the press, get after it defensively and 
go in transition.  

 
On the points off turnovers and forced turnovers with the press 
 
“That is how we play,” Abrahamson-Henderson said. “Try to press the whole game. It a theme for UCF to play fast. We 
knew they had played a hard 40 minutes the day before and that it would be hard to guard Atkinson in the half court so 

we needed to press them to wear them out. We had 14 steals which weren’t our usual type. Normally, we get them in a 
trap or passing lane. We got many of them today off loose balls, tips and forcing the tempo to make them rush.” 

 

What kept up the momentum following halftime 
 
“We knew that our defense creates our offense so we wanted to get after them in the press,” Zakiya Saunders said. “That 
is part of our game. We just want to play harder them and get loose balls.” 

 
“When we get in transition, we can get anything off steals,” Korneila Wright said. “Get stops on defensive end so we can 

finish on the offensive end.” 

 
On Saunders scoring her 1,000th point and what that meant 
 
“I didn’t know I was close,” Saunders said. “I was focused on playing Temple and the hardest I could. I am excited to 

achieve it but more excited for the win and proud of our team today. It is something I can be excited about, but I am 

more focused on our next game and what we have to do to win.” 
 

On adjustments you made after playing Temple twice this season 
 



“They were hitting threes to start the game,” Abrahamson-Henderson said. “Emani (Mayo) hit a lot of threes yesterday, 
but Mykia Jones was hitting them today from deep which isn’t what she normally does. That is why I said they were 

comfortable on this floor. We were really going to pack it in and start extending more in the half court.” 
 

Returning to the semifinals for the second straight year 
 
“it is another milestone for us,” Wright said. “We take everything game to game. This is something we have preaching all 

year. Fight as hard as we can to get to the next level.” 
 

“It shows all the hard work that we put in,” Saunders said. “We wanted to get here so we are going to keep fighting and 
continue to work hard.” 

 

“I am proud of this team,” Abrahamson-Henderson said. “They are a young team in terms of our coaching style. These 
two (Saunders and Wright) are key to everything that we do, including Aliyah Gregory and Nyala Shuler. Masseny Kaba 

stepped up for us. She hasn’t been able to score easily since she draws a lot of double teams. She played well. Obviously, 
these two (Saunders and Wright) are a lot of fun to watch. They were in good shape, spent a lot of time this summer 

together and getting in focus. Korneila appreciates having Zakiya here and playing with her this year. I think she will 

savor it as long as she can.” 


