
 
 

Postgame Quotes 
No. 9 Tulane vs. No. 1 UCONN  

Game 7 – Quarterfinals, March 4, 2018  
Mohegan Sun Arena – Uncasville, Conn. 

 
Geno Auriemma 
 
Opening Statement 
“Playing in first round games is pretty much always the same script. You are playing a team for the third time 
and it is not going to be anything like the first two, it is a brand new game. You have to go out and grind it 
out one possession at a time and then we went on a run there like we have been doing so many times. I 
though Crystal (Dangerfield), Kaite Lou (Samuelson) and Kia (Nurse) put the game out of reach and once that 
run happened I knew the rest of the game would be fine.” 
 
On the status of Gabby Williams 
“Her hip has been bothering her for a long time. She tweaked it a little bit tonight on a defensive possession. 
She could have played if we didn’t have another game for a week. There is no point in aggravating it more 
and we will know tomorrow at shoot-a-round but I am guessing she will be fine.” 
 
On the program’s consistency. 
“As the season goes on and I keep watching our second half’s and fourth quarter’s and I start to treasure the 
30-win seasons because I know they are coming to an end.” 
 
On AAC Defensive Player of the Year, Kia Nurse. 
“Most good defensive players start with wanting to be good at defense. Players are bad at defense because 
they want to be bad at defense. Someone who is a good defender made a decision at a point of time that they 
want to work hard, they want to do the things that good defenders do. That is what Kia does. She has been 
like that since her very first day of practice at Connecticut. She has become smarter as a defender, but 
without what is inside, the want to, it is impossible to be a good defender. We have had some great ones at 
UCONN, and she is certainly as good as anyone we have had.” 
 
On the team’s rebounding effort. 
“One of the things that makes us a good team is that we make a lot of shots. Some times when you’re on a 
team that makes a lot of shots you’re not a great offensive rebounding team because players assume the shot 
is going in so they run back on defense. On the defensive end, our players like to run and they like the 
transition game. You are not going to have a transition game if you don’t rebound. I thought that was one our 
better rebounding efforts and we got a couple of over the back calls which are good, I don’t mind those.” 
 
 
 



On the play of Crystal Dangerfield in place of Gabby Williams. 
“If you look back to the beginning of the season, Crystal was one of the more dynamic guards in the country 
for the whole month of November. Also, the games that Katie Lou did not play, Crystal was great. What she 
did tonight is not surprising, so whether Gabby is 100% or not I think we have enough to compensate 
offensively. Defensively, that is another story. I do not think we have enough to compensate defensively, but 
offensively I think we do.”  
 
 
Crystal Dangerfield 
 
On her ankle and Gabby Williams injury. 
“A player landed on my ankle, it is fine. Gabby will be fine to.” 
 
On her play in tonight’s game. 
“It came from what coach was saying, taking what the defense was giving us on offense.” 
 
On being able to play without injury limitations. 
“I don’t think I really have had limitations. I have just been dealing with what plenty of other players have to 
deal with and each game is like another, so it is just going out and playing each day.” 
 
Azura Stevens 
 
On the team’s defensive play. 
“The players out there did a good job of playing with their hands up and getting tips and deflections which 
fueled the run we went on.” 
 
On the play of the bench in tonight’s game. 
“We could have done a better job of being more fluid in our offense. We work on our offense a lot so when we 
get our chances to get in the game we take a deep breath and do what we have been practicing all year. I 
think we could have done a better job of executing on offense.” 
 
 
 
 


