
 
 

Postgame Quotes 
No. 7 ECU vs. No. 2 USF  

Game 6 – Quarterfinals, March 4, 2018  
Mohegan Sun Arena – Uncasville, Conn. 

 
Jose Fernandez 
 
Opening Statement 
“The one thing I talked to our players at halftime about was we were shooting 45 percent but the one thing 
we were not doing a very good job of was taking care of the ball, we had nine turnovers. I thought our 
defense was good, they had 22 points at the half. We just needed to continue to do a great job on the glass 
and we were getting good shots. That was my biggest point, we need to value the ball and do a better job.” 
 
On the team’s success this season against their next opponent UCF. 
“We will start talking about UCF tonight. Both teams are very familiar with each other and we had an overtime 
victory on the road against them this season. We are going to have to do a good job of taking care of the ball 
against their full court pressure. We are going to see run and jump, we are going to see 1-2-2 and we are 
going to see 2-2-1. They do a good job of disguising different look and where they bring traps in the full court. 
In the half court, we are going to have to do a good job shooting the ball against their zone and getting the 
ball to the places we want and not settling for one shot and out against their zone.” 
 
On the positives from the game. 
“We talked about a lot of positives. Laia (Flores) sets the table for us. I think she does not get the recognition 
in this country on the job she does. A lot of people look at how many points players score  or how many 
rebounds they get, but she just finds people and when are wings run and our posts run she does a great job 
of getting the ball to where it needs to be. In transition, that third quarter was fun to watch.” 
 
On the play of Alyssa Rader. 
“Without a doubt we want to make defenses defend inside and outside, but we are tough to defend when you 
have to go out and defend Maria (Jespersen) on the three point line and you have to worry about Kitija 
(Laska). I thought Laura (Ferreira) really attacked off the bounce and got to the rim, giving us another scoring 
option.” 
 
On being able to rest players and go to the bench in the game. 
“We have three games in three days so being able to rest Laia (Flores) and Maria (Jespersen) and other 
players is important. Tomorrow is big, our goal is to compete and play for a championship every year and get 
to the last night of the tournament. Tomorrow is a very important game for us, not only getting us to the 
championship game but for NCAA seeding purposes as well.”  
 
 



Laia Flores 
 
On the team’s strong offensive performance. 
“We did what we usually do and shared the ball with one another and made shots.” 
 
Maria Jespersen 
 
On the team’s strong offensive performance. 
“We followed the game plan. The coaches gave us a great game plan and we went out there and we made 
shots which makes it look extra good.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


