
 
 

Postgame Quotes 
No. 3 UCF vs. No. 2 USF 

Game 9 – Semifinals, March 5, 2018  
Mohegan Sun Arena – Uncasville, Conn. 

 
Katie Abraham-Hendrickson 
Opening Statement 
“This is a tough day for UCF in general because these two seniors (Zakiya Saunders and Aliyah Gregory) sitting 
next to me dream was to get to the NCAA tournament this year. Obviously this win would have got us there 
for sure, so we just have to pray. For this program, we are very greedy. Getting to the semifinals the last two 
years and trying to change history is hard. It takes a lot of warriors, winners and fight. Obviously USF has 
been to the finals a number of years and we just want it so bad and so quickly, but we have been to the 
postseason the last two year and that is pretty remarkable for our program. Back-to-back twenty win season is 
a great accomplishment for this program. 21 wins is a lot of wins no matter what conference you are in, so I 
am very proud of the team. Did we want to win this game, obviously, but USF just played a better game than 
us.” 
 
On USF’s ability to break the press. 
“We needed to pressure more. You saw in those last four minutes us doing that but we waited too long. USF 
has some veteran players that have played in tournament time and back-to-back games like this. He (Jose 
Fernandez) had an opportunity to rest his players yesterday and we did not. I think our press would have been  
better if we had gotten up like in the last four minutes.” 
 
On the team’s lack of pressure. 
“We didn’t pull the press of at all, we were on it the whole time. We just weren’t pressuring the ball. The press 
works by pressuring the ball and making them dribble to the side line and trapping them. We were not 
pressuring them on the ball hard enough to get them to come up the side line to trap so they were dribbling, 
jump stopping and cross-courting it. We needed to pressure the ball way harder in order to get them to the 
side line so we could trap.” 
 
On her two seniors. 
“This is why we always play for the seniors. When you are a senior, you are going to feel like these guys do 
but you are not a senior yet so you assume you have another game. Seniors don’t have another game. We 
may be guaranteed one more game but that’s it. That is why I said at the beginning of the year to the team, 
you play for the senior. Every game is their biggest game of their life, when we go to Houston, that is the last 
time they play Houston, when we got to Memphis, that is the last time they play Memphis. Everything is the 
last time for seniors. I learned from a smart coach, seniors either play to win or quit a long time ago and these 
two seniors never quit on us, they wanted to win and they wanted to go to postseason. It is going to be super 
hard to replace them because of all the things that they do on the court and off the court. The things Aliyah 
(Gregory) has sacrificed for us off the court is amazing and obviously Z (Zakiya Saunders) and what she has 



done to turn this program around, they need to be very proud of what they have done. They are upset 
because they wanted a chance to get into the NCAA Tournament, that was their dream. We will get in? I don’t 
know. We will definitely be playing postseason again so we have to stay focused and not let this loss bring us 
down. We can win more than 20 games this year. It is going to be up to these guys and it is going to be up to 
our team if they want to keep playing for these seniors, and I know they want to.” 
 
Aliyah Gregory 
On the program’s transformation 
“Our mentality to how we approached the game has changed over the last two years. We are very aggressive 
in how we do things offensively and defensively. I think we are a more defensive minded team than we were 
in the past and our game schemes have changed a lot since coach Abe has got here. We press a lot and we 
take pride in our defense and we like to go on offense, attack and get good shots.” 
 
Zakiya Saunders 
On the program’s transformation 
“I agree with Aliyah. The style we play now compared to the past is completely different. We pressure the ball, 
we move in transition, everything we do is more fast paced.” 


