
 
 

Postgame Quotes 
No. 3 UCF vs. No. 2 USF   

Game 9 – Semifinals, March 5, 2018  
Mohegan Sun Arena – Uncasville, Conn. 

 

 
Opening Statement from USF Coach Jose Fernandez 
 
“It was a turning point when we came out of the locker room. Maria (Jespersen) and Kitija (Laksa) hit threes right away. 

We talked to our guys and we needed to do a better job of our post coverage inside and doubling (Masseny) Kaba. We 

had five guys in double figures, four playing 40 minutes, but this is something that we talk about yearlong. Playing for a 
conference championship and this the fourth year straight we are doing that. Central Florida had a great season. I want 

to wish them the best as they move on to the postseason.” 
 

Talk about the Laia (Flores) ability to break the press 
 
“I thought she did a great job finding people and she found them outside of the ball side area,” Fernandez said. “She 

looked away post player and found Kit on the opposite end of the floor. Laura’s (Ferreira) two big threes in the fourth 
were huge. The one from the top and the one in the corner. I am proud of this group.” 

 
Getting to play UCF in the semifinal round 
 
“It is always a tough fight with UCF and there is a lot of respect for them,” Laksa said. “It was a hard-fought fight and 
good luck to them for the rest of the season. We are moving on to the ‘ship game.” 

 
How playing 40 minutes wore them out 
 
“We could have given them more rest,” Fernandez said. “We used them towards the end of the game to relieve some 
pressure. We got caught up in the flow of the game. I didn’t think we closed out the second quarter like we should have. 

We were up nine and went into the locker room up three. Defensively, there were things we should have done better. 
They adjusted. It is a credit to them.” 

 
  


