
 
 

No. 2 USF74,  No. 3 UCF 59 
Game 9 – Semifinal, March 5, 2018, Mohegan Sun Arena – Uncasville, Conn. 

 
USF Postgame Notes 

 
USF earned its fourth straight trip to the American Women’s Basketball Championship final Monday by 
completing a three-game season sweep of UCF. The Bulls improved to 26-6, and can tie the program record 
for most wins in a season (2008-09 and 2014-15) with one more victory 
 
Junior guard Kitija Laksa had 20 points to lead the Bulls, following up a 21-point performance in the 
quarterfinal against ECU Sunday. It was her 30th diouble-figure scoring game of the season, the 80th of her 
career and the 16th time this season she has scored at least 20 points. She has 33 games with at least 20 
points in her career. 
 
Laska is 9 of 27 from three-point range so far in this tournament. Overall, the Bulls have 16 made threes. 
 
Senior Maria Jespersen dished out a career-high seven assists to go along with 12 points and eight rebounds 
against UCF. It was the 29th time this season and the 64th time in her career Jespersen has scored in double 
figures. She led the Bulls with 23 points in the win over ECU on Sunday, and is averaging 17.5 points through 
two games. 
 
Senior guard Laia Flores had seven assists and four steals against UCF. She added to her single-season 
program record for assists, which now stands at 210. She set the previous mark of 200 last season. Flores has 
512 career assists at USF, ranking behind only Shantia Grace (610) in program history. 
 
Junior Laura Ferreira had 17 points with five rebounds and three assists. She is 8 of 14 from the field in two 
games here, averaging 13.5 points and eight rebounds per game. 
 
Sophomore Tamara Henshaw had 11 points and five rebounds. She is averaging 10 points and 7.5 rebounds 
through two games. 

UCF Postgame Notes 
 
UCF last defeated USF on February 14, 2017. It is 6-25 overall against the Bulls. 
 
Redshirt senior Zakiya Saunders had a team-high 20 points with four made threes and also pulled down seven 
rebounds, collecting her 23rd double-figure games this season. Saunders, who surpassed 1,000 career points in 
the victory over Temple Sunday, had 42 points and 13 rebounds in two games. 
 



 
UCF was bidding for its first-ever trip to The American Women’s Basketball Championship final. After losing in 
the first round of this event three straight years from 2014-16, UCF has now reached the semifinals two years 
in a row. 
 
Sophomore guard Korneila Wright scored 12 points and needs just four more to reach 500 for her career.  


