
 
 

Postgame Quotes 
No. 2 USF vs. No. 1 UConn   

Game 11 – Championship, March 6, 2018  
Mohegan Sun Arena – Uncasville, Conn. 

 

 
Opening Statement from UConn Coach Geno Auriemma 
  
“I was ready for the game to play out like it did. There was not going to be a repeat of what happened the first two 

times. This isn’t the time of year for that kind of stuff. They are too good. (Kitija) Laksa is too good to keep under wraps 

for too long. When you have someone like Gabby (Williams) and she plays like she did tonight, it is fun to watch, but they 
don’t have anyone who can compensate for that and handle what she was doing tonight. She got some help, but I don’t 

think without her especially coming off last night there is no way we would win.” 
 

Keys to Azure Stevens play down the stretch 
 
“I have to give all the credit to my teammates and the coaching staff,” Stevens said. “They entrust the role I have on this 

team. They do a good job of finding me spots to make my job easy.”  
 

Breaking the USF defensive pressure 
 
“We have played them three days and expected them to have the scouting down,” Gabby Williams said. “We have been 

working on our multiple options so when things break down, we run the stuff we have run all year.” 
 

On Williams decision to play today and how she felt during the game 
 
“I made the decision when I woke up this morning,” Williams said. “I knew that if I was going to make the decision to 

play, I would have to attack it like any other game. I didn’t want to show that I was only halfway there. If I am going to 
play, I will play like I always do.” 

 
Difference in Stevens game from the beginning of the season to now 
 
“I have embraced the role on defense and try to help as much as I can,” Stevens said. “Protect the rim and on offense, 

try to exploit different mismatches as much as I can.” 

 
On whether the team is where they want to be heading into the NCAA Tournament 
 
“There is always something we want to get better at which keeps us our program so good,” Williams said. “There is never 

a moment where we are say ok we got it. We have our next goal set. This was one so we have our next game and will 

have new goals for that.” 
 

 
 



Decision to put Williams back in the game 
 
“When you’re dealing with an injury like that, the longer you sit, the worse it is,” Auriemma said. “Once you start moving, 
you want to keep moving. It became how quickly can I get her back in. It wasn’t ever about how many minutes of rest 

can I give then put her back in. I don’t want her to sit too long. I watched the game to figure out when she needed to 

come out. We already had someone at the table ready to come out, but she didn’t want to wait so she smacked the kid to 
get the foul which was a smart play. I always try to anticipate when does someone need to come out. In this case, it was 

did she need to go back in so she didn’t tighten up.” 
 

Difference between winning the Big East and the American titles 
 
“Winning a championship is always rewarding,” Auriemma said. “Anytime you get a group of players that feel like they’ve 

accomplished something that is their goal, there is a tremendous amount of satisfaction in that. The days we played in 
the old conference we were in were more of a grind then it is now. It wasn’t any more rewarding. It was a struggle 

mentally and physically. There were also times depending on what kind of team that we had it wasn’t. Our league right 
now and I think South Florida is a perfect example of that the more you play us, the closer everything gets and more 

competitive. I remember back in the days when Rebecca (Lobo) was on the team, it was like this. Then it changed. I will 

enjoy this for what it is now and see where it goes.” 
 

On Stevens winning MOP and being a reserve player 
 
“We see Azura as someone who doesn’t start for us,” Auriemma said. “We see her the same as anyone else in the 
starting lineup. We just choose to start a smaller lineup. If we ever wanted to change, it wouldn’t be because we didn’t 

like the performance of someone else and wanted to put her in. It would be because we wanted a different look. We 

have a starting six. She is a difference maker in the games. That is very rare to have someone come off the bench that 
can do that. She is growing up every day and adding to her game. Let’s see where this takes her personally and the 

team.” 
 

Status heading into the tournament 
 
“I don’t know if we are in a different place than when this tournament first started,” Auriemma said. “I am a little bit 

down on conference tournaments these days. It is the same teams finishing one and two in the league and they seem to 
be playing in the championship game in the major conferences. I don’t know if anything really changes in this 

tournament. The same things we were good at, we showed in this tournament. Some of the things that I think we are 

not so good at, we showed. I want to be healthy going into the tournament and in the next 10-11 days, I hope that we 
are and then we will go from there. I didn’t learn anything new about our particular team that I didn’t already know in 

this tournament.” 
 

On Williams performance in the game tonight 
 
“There were a couple of things she did today where I looked back at the other coaches and said wow,” Auriemma said. 

“The rebounding has become commonplace, but how many times has there been a player that rebounds like that then 
takes the ball away from you like a guard. It is very rare that you have anyone like that. She made a couple passes that 

were spectacular. If you would have told me her freshman year that this is what she would be doing this year, I would 
have told you where, at what school. I never saw on a regular basis anything like this. All you saw was this raw athlete 

who wanted to be good but didn’t know how. Now, you are looking at a potential All-American. The single most impactful 

player in the country.” 
 
  


